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BRITISH RIGHTS, 



Observations on the Importance of the British Colo- 
nies in North America, and on the late Treatiet 
with the United States^ with Remarks on Mr* 
Baring's Examination, &c« &c« &c« 

Ah what mutt tbote immoital spirits think 
Of your poor shifts } Those* for their coontry** good. 
Who fac^i the bUckest dangers* knew no h^r. 
No mean submission* but commanded peaoe. 
Ah how with indignation must they bum ; 
(If aught, but joy, can touch etherial breasts) 
With shame ! with grief 1 to see their feeble Sent 
Shrink from that Emfure o'er the conquered seas* 
For which thdr wisdom plann'd* their councils glow'd* 
. And their veins bled thro nuUky a toiline age. 



X HS connexion which had so long subsisted between 
Great Britain and the countries now forming the 17mted 
States of America, having been finally dissolved^ by the 
. Bcknowledgeipent of their Independence in 1783* the coai^^ 
mercial system arising out of that connexion^ of course^ 
ended with it; aiid the laws* by which the trade of these 
countries* considered as colonies, had hitherto been regulated* 
ceased to have effect : it was therefore aecessanr* not onl^ 
to define and limit* by treatyi the boundaries of those parts 
of the United States which were contiguous to the* remain- 
ing British Proyinces in America* but also to adopt new 
principles* on^wfaich a system of comiQerce between the two 
nations might be founded. 

Considerable difficulties occurred in the smrangemeiit of 
the limits of the United States* which were 2Eterwardi 



( a ) 

settled by tfie ttHty of 1 75B3*. The commercial r^gufetfoiM 
between the two countries were never permanently esta^ 
blishedy and the trade between Great Britain and the United 
States was regulated ^nd carried on, from the year 1783, 
under the powers given by the 23d Geo. 3d. chap.^39, and 
by the 24th. Geo. Sd* chap^ 4-5, by orders in council, until 
the act of the 37th Geo. 3d. chap. 97, which passed 4th 
July 1797. 

Scarcely had the American- war terminated, when Great 
Britain and the United States, charged each other, with 
hsiving violated the treaty of peacev On tl\e construction . 
of seireral articles of that treaty, and especially zs to the 
f^cyuxkdajpifs of the United Stajtes, there existed great dif- 
ference of opinionf • The British Government remonstrated 
with them J on their infringement of the fourth, fifth, rixth 
tnd other articles of the tr^y, in consequence of which 
they continued to retain possession of the posts on the 
Amerit^an side of the great lakes, ftnd as those posts gave 
dieir possessors a decided influence over the In<£an tribes^ 
k produced no inconsiderable degree of irritation amongst 
the subjects' of the United States, who charged the British 
with encroachments on the Eastffrn Frcmtiefs of their ter* 
ritory ; for on that side^ they stated, the river Si* CrotPCf 
from Us source to its mouth, in the bay of Ptissuffmqmddy^ 

* Post, Appendix, J^o. r. (B.) 

f Mr. Mackenzie in his History ef the fur Trade, qnarto editipfi^ 
p. 58, observes/-— ' » 

** TBat Lake du Bois is rendered repnarkahle in consecjnenceof the 
Am^can9\kx<nvk% named it, M the j/of.frQtn which a hne of boin- 
4ary between them and Brithb America was to run ^est,''iintfl it 
struck the Mississiph which, however, ,cah neifir kfappen^ as the 
nDTth west part of the Lake du -BdiiJf in' latitBde 49^, 37 north, low 
gitude 9^, 31 west, and the northernmbst branch of the source of thfc 
JdimssipU is In latitude 47,^ 38 north, and longitude 95«, 6 west, 
Ascertained by Mr* TiwmsQni, astronomef to the Nor tb West Compamw 
who was sent expressly for that purpose, in the ,spnng of 1'798. He^ 
in the same year jieterminedthc northern bend of tfce Missus^wy 
'to be in latitude 4f, 32 north, and longitude 101,'^ Wst, and Jkc* 
cording to the Indian accounts, it runs tb the south of west, so that 
if the MisHisowy were even to be consiid^red*' as t&f Mifilsnpph no 
^Kefltero line coQld strike it !^ 

See ako Mr* Bwrke^s observations on the competency of the persons 
appointed to negotiate the^rj/ treaty with America, which he stiied 
' ^ ft €eographifal Treaty i* vol the debate of the 7th March,. 17^3. 
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( iii ) 

ta be the not boundary between the two nirims. Three 
rivers of that name empty themselves into that Bay. The 
Apiericans claimed the most eastern^ as the red St. Croix ; 
yet settlements were actually made under the authority of 
the governors of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick to the 
middle of the river^ and the town of St. Andrew was esta- 
blished on its banks*; but the cause of the greatest disquiet 
was, as they alledged, the commercial system pursued b)c 
Great Britain, when by her acknowledgement of the Inde- 
pendence of America, they became a distinct and in^e- 
pendant State. For consistently with the treaties, then in 
existence between Great Britain and other powers, and 
mindful of her own safety as a Maritime State, the subjects 
of the United States could not be put on a more favoured 
footing with respect to navigation and trade, than thpse 
nations with whom such treaties existed; though there 
were) certainly, discriminations introduced highly favour^ 
cUe\\.o the United States, which, in the opinion of many 
persons^ of great distinction and ability, were deemed con- 
trary to the spirit and faith of those treaties. 

Subsequent negotiations were entered upon, to ascertain 
and define the actual boundaries of the United States, but 
without effect^ exc^t. as to the boundaries of the river St. 
Croix, which were defined and settled in 1798, by com^^ 
missioners appointed for that purpose^ ; yet notwithstand-* 
ing the dedaration of the commissioners, which unequi« 



*" Nr.' Justice marahalKs Life of General WashiDgton, London 
editiGii. 

't' Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, in a debate in Coniress on the 
resoltttiont, wfaich were attempted to be passed, adverse to the trade 
of Great Britain, observed—** That tbe commercial system of Great 
Britain towards the United States fdx fiwn being hostile v/as friendlyt 
and that she made many discnminations in their favor. France^ on 
the contrary, placed 'them on a better situation than her tival, onlj^ 
in one soUt^iry instmnee^ the unimportant article of Fish Oil!!" — Vide 
Mr. Justice Marshall's Life of General Washington. 

t See the elaborate speech of Lord Auckland on the ^tb March, 
1 7 S3, on the bill for the provisional establishment and regulation of 
.the trade, &c. between Great Britain and the United States. Col* 
tection of debates on the Navigation System, octavo edition, 1808, 
page 10^ — ^Also Mr. Foil's speech in the same debate, and Lord Shef* 
field on American Commerce, sixth edition, page 3. 

t J^f^endixlHo.At for the declaration of the commrssioneVi at to 
€he river St« Croix. 
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y6ctAy 2tctfffimbd the river St. droit, to^ fcie the riv^r' ' 
roeiitioiiied m and intended by the treaty of 1783, and 
forming a psitt of the boundary therein described, it ap-* 
pears, that on the 12th of May, 1808, a convention* was 
entered into between his Majesty and the governinent o^ 
the United States, by which, amongst other things, the 
islands in Passamaquoddy bay were (reded to and declared 
td belong to them : that convention, fortunately for the 
interests of Great Britain, was not ratified by the American 
government, &nd it is hoped, Mf\ Merrfs prediction, 
that this arrangement will be ccmfirmed, whenever the 
matter of the boundary line between the two territories, 
shall again be brought into discussion, will not be verified ; 
though the artide respecting 'the Eastern, boundary on the ' 
side of New Briiinstvick, according to Mr. Merry's state- 
Ihent, did not oecadioii the refusal tcr ratify this most impro-^ 
vident concessionf . 

\the right to these islands, therefore, most indisputably 
continues in his Majesty ; and for^the honor of the nation, 
as well as the interests of the loyal inhabitants of Nov* 
Scotia and New Brunswick, it is tcr be expected, that right 
will ^ever be abandoned or conceded to the United States $ 
who in their negotiation with the late tainistry, appear to 
have succeeded in impressing on their minds the propriety 
of allowing their former unfounded claims to be revived ; 
for the 2nd article}: of the rejected treaty, confirms &e fir^t 
ten articles of the treaty of I7M, though the fifth article 
of it states, **- that dotibt« had arisen what river was 
truly intended under the name of the river St. Croix, and 
provides for ascertaining the true fiver St. Croix, and Ihe 
latitude and longitude of its mouth and source;" notwith^ 
iStanding the true river St. Cf*oix, with the correct latitude 
and longitude of its mouth and source had, by their own 
cbmtnissioners, specially appointed for that purpose, jointly 
Ivlth the British commissioners, on personal stirvey, been 
subsequently ascertained* certified and agreed to *, wMck 

* , 

* The editor has not been able to procure a copy of this "convcH- 
tiott, fcut vide Mr. Merry*s letter, in the Appendix, post page, i lo. 

f Appendix No. 7, for the address of the Council and House of 
Repre8ent«tt«tH(. of New. Brunswick on this subject. 

f Appendix, Noi0» 
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appears by their declaration of the 25th October, llfM*; al* 

.though the same article of the treaty of 1794, under which 
4he commissioners were appointed, expressly stipulated that 
the two nations shall consider their decision ** as final and 
4:onclusive, so that the s^me'shall never thereafitr be called into 
question, or made the subject of dispute or difference be* 
tween them.'' An inconsistency on the part of the United 
States, to use no harsher expression, which, it is presumed, 
^requires only exposure to prevent the artifice from again 
succ^ding, and a negligence and inattendon on the part of 
jthe late ministers, q||riting the severest reprehension f ! 

The subjects Of the United States, however, still continue 
in possession of Moose Island, Dudley Island and Frederick 
Island %i in Passamaquoddy Bay ; on the latter island they 
haj^e erected a custom-house and other establishments, and 
within a v>sry feiw^-years their' population has encreased 
/rom SOO^to^ear 2QQ0 inhabitants, threatening destructioci 
to the legitimate trade of his Majesty's provinces, and to 
^eir great amij^j^ce in case of hostilities ; whilst' thev 
protect and even isncp^age deserters from his Majesty s 

^navy^nd army, and most insolently resist all attempts for 
their recovery* Not pontent with thesje usurpations, and 
deter^iined to extend th^ir encroachment^} the govern- 
ment pf ti^e united Sitates,' it is understood, also claim a 
right to thiP waters between Dydley Island and Campobellp 

.,Islan()# ^ 

The fourth article t)f the treaty of 1 794, after mentioning, 

'. that '* it is imcertain whether the Mjssisippi extends, so 
fru- to the northwards, as to be iatersiected by a line to be 
drawn due west from the Lake pf the iVoods, in the 
manner mentioned in th^ treaty pf peace," "fr^des " for 

,.a joint survey of the no^hern part of that river,'* and 
" agrees that if on the, result of $ueh $uryey it should ap- 
pear that the said riv^r would not be intersected by such a 
line, the^arties. would regulaU the boundary in that guartegjj^ 
by jFutur^ amicable- negotiations." Yet it is evifjent from 

* Appendix, No. 4. 

t Sec an ^mmrW tract, intituled •'The British Treaty, p. i9t 
reprinted by Mr. Stockdale, junior, 'wbiclL i^ews the iipport^nce of 
these islands in the estimation of the United States; alto Decius s 
Jetters on the late treaty^ page 5. » . 

' X Lord Sheffield's Strictures, Sndfdition^ chap. 9, whcr<'jn tl?i$ 
^bject is treated at large. 
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tlie 2d article of the treaty, entered into by tTie late mlnisteri 
with the United States, notwithstanding the imperative 
necessity of definirively settling, hy treaty, this and other 
parts of the boundaries, the same were deferred for future 
discussion and negotiation ! though it appears a survey 
made subsequently to 1794, by the British merchants esta^ 
blished in Canada, under the name of the North West 
Company, had proved that a line due west from the Lake of 
the Woods would run north of the Missisippi, so that n^ 
further measures were needful to ascertain that point *. 

Thus, some of the most imporl«nt points were left 
open arid undefined, whilst others were deferred for dis- 
cussion at a future period, notwithstanding the injuries suSr 
tained by his Majesty's subjects in North America, from 
the want of proper regulations on these subjects ; thought 
their urgency and necessity had been at different periods 
most strongly represented to the British government by the 
inhabitants of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. 

Nor was there greater circumspection or precaution ob- 
served by the late ministers, as to the vexatious conduct 
adopted by the officers of the United States towards British 
subjects engaged in the Fur Trade, and navigating the Mis* 
sisippi and other rivers, nor were any reggjlations a^eed 

.upon, to relieve them from the charges and duties f 
which the United Statei had imposed upon them, though 
particular representations had been made, in .that respect, 
to the British commissioners appointed in 1806 to negotiate 
in London with the American commissioners. The Srd* 
article of the treaty of 1794, gives to each party the right 
of passing through the territories of the other tH America^ except 

: within the limits of the Hudson* s Bay company, and con-; 
tains the foUowing clause, ** But it is understood that this 
article does not extend to the admission, of vessels of the 

JLJhited States into the sea ports^ harbours, bays or creeks of 

4nis Majesty's said territories, as are between the moutli 
thereof and the highest port of entry from the sea^ except 
in small vessels trading bond fide between Montreal and 
Qofibec> under such regulations as shall he established tQ 
prevent the possibility of any frauds in this respectj nor to 

♦ Tract entitled ** The Pritish Treaty,'* page 19, 36, ace 6«f 
also Decius's letteis. 
f Decius's Icttera, pa^e 57. 
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the admission of the British Tessels from the sea into ihf 
rivers of the United States, beyond the highest ports of 
entry for foreign vessj^ls from the sea. The river Missisipti 
shali^ however; according to the treaty of peace, be entirely 
open to both parties: voA it is further agreed, that all the 
poets and places on its easterh side, to whichsoever of the 
parties belonging, may freely* be resorted to and used by 
both parties in as ample a manner as any of the Atlantip 
ports or places^ the United States, or any of the ports or 
{daces of his Majesty in Great Britain." Yet th^ merchant's 
and other inhabitants of Canada continue to experience the 
most serious inconveniencies, and are subject to the most 
enormous exactions, from the want of proper regulations 
in their intercourse with the subjects of the United States, 
;^d no arrangement whatever in this respect appears to 
have formed any part of the late treaty; for previous to the 
signature of it, two notes were given by the British to the 
American commissioners. The first keeps open, for fuiur$ 
discussion, the claim of Great Britain not to pay more 
on goods sent from Nova Scotia, or New Biiinswick, unto 
the territories of th^ United States, than is paid on the 
importation of suchgoods in American ships*. The second 
.»ote relates to the Sench. decree of blocJpide. 

The trade between Nova Scotia and New Brunswidf 
with the United States, has hitherto been carried on in 
British vessels^ except thp illicit trade at the islands in Pa&r 
samaquoddy Bay ; but the colonists think there a^re strppg 
grounds to believe it was the intention of the late admini^ 
tration to have admitted American "^^^ into a participation 
of that trade, and to an entry into the seaports of these pro^ 
vinces. The American newspapers f undisguisedly ani% 
nounce the expectation formed by the citizens of the 
United Stat^ in this respect \ and British ships laden with 
plaister, and other articles, th^ produce of the provinces, 
were la^ year, in conseijuence of it^ unable to dispose of 
their cargoes in the American ports at the prices previously 
contracted for. The apprehension of this intercourse in 
American ships, hj sea^ has created, the most serious alarm 
throughout Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick and sthurg 
r^epresentations are stated to have been made to his Ms^ts* 

♦ The British Treaty, page 44, also Dccius's letters gn the late 
treaty. 
t New York Gazette of »>th November, 1^07, Sec. 



ty*s government on A« ^ulgect *. It is^ thought this altei^^ 
ation was i^atended to be introduced on the ^ame printipl^ 
on which the Atnerican Intercourse Bill was attempted ' to 
be justified; but the slightest enquiry into the actual 
j5tate of the British North American provinces will shew^ 
that^ ho>yever the West India Islands may be supposed to 
require supplies in ^w^w^/f bottoms, the former do not 
stand in ne^ of any such assistance. British vessek trading 
i&om Nova Scotia and New Brunswick to tile United States, 
at present pay a duty of 5 s, per ton, on entry, arid an addi- 
tional duty of ;^ 10. .per cent on their cargoes, over and 
above the duties payable on the same articles when imported 
into the United Statues in American vessels. 

The fifth article of the |ate treaty is considered to apply 
(5nly to the Atlantic ports of the United States, and is thk 
same as th^ 15th article*of the treaty of 1794, with two 
exceptions; the first gives tp the United States^ the right 
previously r^eserved tp Great Britain, of imposing a>tonnage 
duty equal. to that which ^hall be imposed by the oth6r 
party. The second is a substitutibi^ of a new clause for the 
;:e5ervation formerly made by Great Britain of ** the right 
of imposing on American vessels entering into British ports 
\n Europe, such duty as may be adequate to countervail the 
difference of the duty now payable on the importation of 
European and Asiastic goods, when imported into the United 
States in British or in American vessels.'** ' Instead of which 
the following words are inserted, and constitute part of the 
fifth article of the late treaty, ** that ih the trade of the 
two countries with each other, the same duties of exportation 
and importation of all goods and ' merchandize, and 
also the same drawbacjss, and bounties shall be paid and 
^o:wed in either country, whether . such importation 
or exportation shall be made in British or American 
vessels."f 

The boundaries of Canada were intended 'to have been 

I ■-•... . • - . 

* JBxtract of a letter from St. John's, New Brunswick, 19th Nov. 
1S07.—*' Compared to this blow, all the encroachments they haVe 
been hitherto allowed to make upon our rightful trade are nothing. 
This nicSfiure, if carried into ^ejBTect, must reduce us to a state of 
complete dependence on the United States: all our imports wtll 
i:ome from them, and to them will all our produce be sent. Out 
ivavigation will be annihilated, and our means of supplying the "^tTest 
Ipdia Islands totally destroyed*" 
* + Appendix, Ko. 9.' 
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Axed accc»*ditTg to the nttnral division of die coo t f tryi and 
the course of the lakes and waters; but the persons ap- 
pointed for that purpose bf the British jgovemnEient were 
finacqaainted with its geogni|dliical situation, and acceded t» 
the limits defined in the second article of the treaty of llSS^ 
iu>twithstanding there were many other lines much more 
natural, but none more injurious to Great Britain, or mote 
beneficial to the United States ; by the eighth article of that 
treaty, it was stipulated that the navigation of the Misdsippi > 
should for eVer remain free and open to the subjects of both 

Jarties. By this lip^ of division, the ports of MichiUmakinae* 
)etroit, and Niagara, were surrendered to the United States^ 
yet it was net in their power to deprive Great Britain of the * 
Indian^ or fur trade, carried on to the countries, to the south* 
' wurd of the lakes, and across the Missisippi to the Misourie^ 
in the Spanish territories, the trade c^ those countries being 
prosecuted through those posts, without a breach of the 
treaty; thejr howeVer now attempt to restrict the intercourse 
ptt the western side of the Missisippi in consequence of their 
recent acquisition of Louisiana. * 

' The eovemment of the United States' having failed in the 
just peitdrmance of some parts of the ti'eaty ot 1 783, those 

^ See a pamphlet which is highly desenring of serious atteotioap 
f ntitfi^ 'M9 AddnesB to the Governmeift of the United States^ ssn the 
^ Cession of L^uUiana to the French, and the Memorial on the Cession 
•*ofthe;iCjjw;//itothat Nation/' Edition, PhUaddphia, iSoj. , . 
This work,' which dcveJopes the views of the French goyenunent, hav- 
ing been suppressed in America, is worthy of nepriating, and some - 
persons here connected inth the British uitesest on that contiamit 
liave copies of it. Mentioning the qession of Lwisiana to the Fnochp 
the writer observes,-!;^ — ^" As ^o Englaudy all th^e diuidvantagef with . 
** which this event is said to mehace them are real. All the conse* 
*'* .quences ^ust predicted, to her colonies, to her trade, to her liavy, - 
*' to her ultimate cidsteBce, wil] indisputably follow. The scbcmc 
tf is eligible to ns (France) diiefly on this aacouot ; and these coose* 
^ quences, if they rouse the English to a sturdier opposition, ought 
'' likewise to stimulate the French to more strenuous perseverance*** 
Pf the'importance of the Missisippi, the author says, *• The proa* 
^ parity bf our colony will, indeikl^deifoahd the ^4r^/»jjvf posaesstoe . 
** of thjf river/'* Agam, •* The master of the Missisippi will be placed 
'* so as to cpntroul, in the most effeci^aal 'ipanner,^these jntemal 
^* waves," meaning the dissensions between the ci6zens of the 
United States. This is an able tract, and evidently the production of 
a person' conversant in the politics of France. See a project respect- 
ing Louisiana In the Collect, of Reports, &c. on Navigation, edit. 1807^ "i 
Supplement, No. 1 ^ also^Mr. Ruf us King's Ijctter to Lord Hawkesbary. 
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postir * werej as before observed^ retained by Great Biitai% 
and the Canadkn traders continued to enjoy the ftir trader 
extending their intercourse to die Spanish territories tALeui^ 
siana across the Missisippiy until by the treaty of 1 794 f it 
was finally agreed to give up the posts i it was, however^ 
stipulated by the Sd article of that treaty, that it Mouldy 
nevertheless, be free to the subjects of both <:ountries, and to 
the Inditan nations, to pass and repass without restraint, z^i. 
to carry on trade on either' side of the fmfndary limy Into the 
respective tciritories of the two states on the'OHitinent of - 
America. The freedom of the navigation oixh^.Missis^pi 
was also confirmed^ and it was agreed .that all the posts and 
places on its eastern side might be freely rei^rted to and 
used by both parties. It was further established by an % ex*- 
plaSaatory article of May, 1 796, *^ that no stipulations in any 
treaty, subsequently concluded by either of the contracting 
parties, with any ^/i&er state or nation, or any Indian tribe, 
should be understood to derogate, in any manner, from the 
jrights of the free intercourse and commerce, secured by th^ 
3d article of the treaty of 1794.'* 

Since the surrender ^f the posts, the Canadian fur mer^ 
chants, from their experience, superior jcapital, and Jpioiiv^ 
ledge of.the business, and from some local advantages, of 
which they are not yet deprived, have continued to command 
» large portion of the fui* tra<ie, which is now carried on by 
them,from settlements formed on tht British side of thebound- 
ary line; but in consequence of the acquisition of Louisiana \ 
by the United States, all^ inter^course with that part of it, ex:^ 
tending to the xest side of the Missisippi has recently been 
•frolnHted to all persons nvbo tviff not allure their allegiancey and 
pfcome citizens cfthe United States, which the Canadians con* 
tend is an infraction of the treaty of 1794, as well as of ^be^ .. 
explanatory article of 1796. 

The situation of the American j&^r/5 ^ /«/fBj^ on the lakes 
and rivers, forming part of the boundary lines of the twp 
countries, and the difficulty of observing rigidly those regu- 
lations with rjSgard-Jto t^e approach of shores or port% which 



.f 5th May, 1^03, and the Answer tp it of the X9th of that mouth ijis 
the Official Papers. 

* Sec Mr. Justice Marshaling Life of General, WashiDgton. 

+ S^e Appendix, No. i, ' ^ ' 

i S^ Appendixt No* 3* 
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Qr« applicable to their Atlantic ports, seem to have been fully 
in the contemplation -of the two goTemments at the time of 
foisning the treaty of l794>, and of the explanator7> article of 
1796; lor it appears the greatest anxiety to establish the 
most perfect freedom of commerce and intercourse, and to 
avoid all vexatious impediments, was manifested on both 
sides ; the revenue officers of the United States have, how* 
ever, from time to time, attempted to exact dutieSi upon goods 
crossing the portages; such demands have been generally 
resisted by the Canadian traders, upon the ground sti* 
pulated by the fourth paragraph of the third article of that 
treaty, and these attempts have led to the establishment of 
pcMtages within or upon the British boundaries, in order, 
completely, to avoid such causes of discontent; but notwith- 
standing, it is still necessary to secure the neutrality cftbe lakes 
and waters,* in order to prevent future seizures of vessels of 
any description, «n pretext of their too near approach to any 
particular port or shore, which from the nature of the coun- 
try and the navigation is frequency unavoidable, vrithout the 
least intention of infringing the revenue laws of the United 
States. 

The government of the United States charge a tonnage 
duty upon entering the inland ports, as they do upon entry 
attheirmiin/fme port j, and the diffisrence between British 
and American bottoms, though a trifliug object, denotes 
their fiscal exactness ; for it certainly was not attempted to 
be countervailed by any duty on the part of his Britannic 
Majesty, as was the case with respect to the tonnage duty in 
their ^ifo/i/iV ports, as counteracted by the act of the 37th 
Geo. 3. cap. 97. sect. 17. ' Though the amount of this ton- 
nage duty is a very trifling acquisition to the reveni!b of the 
United States, it operates as a vexatious obstruction to the 
inland trade, which it' is highly desirable to keep free from 
such restrictions. The same observations apply to the charge 
made for passes for every canoe, in which furs« are brought^ 
down from, the interior on the American side of the line. 

The third article of the treaty, of 1794, permitted good$ 
to be imported^^iw the United states into Canada, on the 
same terms as those imported by his Majesty's subjects from 
Great Britain and its dependencies, whilst duties, amounting 
to more than twenty per ci^nt. were charged on importations 

* See the importance attached to these lakes by the Ame- 
ricans ia th^ .tract galled the British Treaty, p. 34i &«• 
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into the United States firotxrCafiada^ fyr which th6f€l tra$ n0 
remedy, as the limited ^wer c^ the colonial legislatures pre*' 
eludes their levying duties on imports from the United States 
different from those imposed on imports firbm Great Britaift 
'into the colonies* That stipulation ha$» therefore, enabled the 
subjects of the United States to supply Canada with teas. East 
India goods of all sorts. West India produce, and various ar« 
tides Q^ European and American manufacture to a very great 
extent ; although this tra£Ec, so beneficial to the commerceand 
Navigation of America, is contrary to the colonial system of 
Great Britain, and injurious to the interests of various classes 
of his Majesty's subjects, and gives effect to the trade which 
the citizens pf the United Stated are unfortunately aUowied 
to carry on with the British East India settlements, which 
it would be ^i infringement of the company's charter 
to grant to any of his Majesty's subjects ; whilst it is con- 
trary to the spirit of the 1 3th article of the treaty of 1194, 
which restricted the introduction of East India goods to the 
territories of the United States a«^*« The demand for siach 
commodities will naturally inctiease with the growing popu- 
^ lation and wealth of the King's North American provkices, 

and will become every yt^ ah object bf greater importance 
' tp the United States. . 

By the secQfiJ paragraph^ of the same article^ of that treatyv 
it is evidentl}^ intended mt ta tdmit articles entirely prohibit- 
ed; but no goods whatever ^^m Great Britain are prohibited 
to be impprtedf ; and therefore, under the stipulations of 
that article of the treaty, any kind of goods may be imported 

' * See the Judgment in Wilson »• Marryat, Ex. C. May i79jgrv 
-wherein the Lord Chief' Justtcc Eyre censures the Concession, to 
America c£ a free Trade to India. 

Extract from a letter from Kiagston, Jamaica, dated the ft d 6f 
March, 1808.-^" The quantity of nanfeecn cotton cloth alone Cort- 
snmed in this Colony and in the Leeward Islands, has been computed 
to be in a ratio of ten to one of smuggled from the XJnited States, 
against that imported in EngKsh Bottoms ; and which the officers of 
Custom-house with all possible vigilance cannot by any means pre- 
vent. There are so many meanfi of landing and ve^ndtng tho6« aiticlies 
thatno vigilance can prevent It. The quaatity of otker East Indi^ 
goods aind foreign silks is beyond calculation.** 

t It is to be recollected that this relates to inland trade, as the sub*- 

i*ect8 q£ the United States are not allowed to trad« cmst^jme with the 
jqg^s colonies, and it is expected t^e poitcy <^ this mrost saJutarf 
restriction will ne*verht lost sight of by the government of Great Britain, 
and that under no circumstances whatever will the Americans be al- 
lowed to trade coastnmse with the pr6vmces. Seethe aSth Geo. 3. c. 6, 
s/ 12. whichDfdaifis that no goods shall be imported Jrom the tFntted 
States into the provinces of Nova-Scotia, or New Brunswick, the 






f^etn the United States into Canada; from whence thtjit€^ 
enabled considerably to undersell various articles Srectiy im- 
pt>rted into that province from Great Britain^ therefore on 
principles of reciprocity, as not any articles whatever, except* 
lAg furs 6r peltries can be exported from Canada, into the 
ihland ports of the United States without payment of duties^ 
s6 with the same exception goods should not be allowed to bo > 
imported into Canada by land or inland navigation bom the 
United States without payment of similar duties* 

In the mode of calculating the duties alluded to in ther 
latter part of the Wond paragraph oif the 3d article of the 
treaty of 1794^ Canada sustained an injustice which ought' 
to be remedied. 

By the revenue laws df the United States, all goods imported^ 
the duties'^updn which are not specifically rated, are charged, 
with the duty di fifteen per cent ad vidorem^ excepting goodi 
from the Cape of Good Hope, and beyond it. in cali^at- 
ing this duty, ten per cent is first added to the actual cost of 
the goods; for instance, suppose the first cost of the goods 
imported from Europe to be • • • • • . x 100 
Add ten per cent duty •.•••••• 10 
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Which makes * . £UQ 

The duty of fifteen per cent wpon j£llO will then be sixteen 
{rounds, ten -shillings ; whereas on goods exported from 
Canada, into the United States, the duty of ten per cent 
is charged, not on the cost of the goods in \ Europe, ac- 
cording to tiiirir fule with n^ard to ott>er Nations,^ but upcm 
their value at Montreal ; it being the custom of merchants 
there, to consider the expence and risk of transporting mer* 
chandize from England to Montreal equal to JESS^ per cent| 
so that goods which cost in England ^100 is estimated ^ 
Montreal at of 133 : 6 : 8 ; therefore the revenue officers of 
the United States instead of levying the duty of «£lO per cent 

Inland of Cape Breton, St. John or Newroundland, or into any 
country or island within their respective governments, except in 
cases of emergency and distress, when articles of necessity may be 
allowed to be imported according to the regulations therein contained, 
and by the X3th section, no goods whatever can be imported from 
the United States by sea or coasttwise, into Canada or the countries or 
islands within that government, or up the river St. Lawrence, but 
which was afterwards qualified by the 29 Geo^ 3. c. 16, and 30 Ocm 
^. 0. S. as to articles of necessity in oases of emergency oflly. 
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in the first cost of the article, calculate and charge the same 
on the estknated value at Montreal, namely on isf 1S3 6 8 
Thednty of;^10per cent on whichis . . J3 6 S 

Asking together ......... £l^e 13 4 

consequently the ad valorem duty of £lS per cent; thereon 
will be £22 per cent, uisteadof £ 16 : 10 per cent, as paid by 
every other European nation trading with the United States^ 
which is certainly contrary to the intention of. the treaty. 
Wfaiht the goods which are carried by his Majesty's sub- 
jects into the territories of the United States in the prose- 
cution of the fur and other trades, pay so high'a duty as £22 
percent, it is easily to be foreseen, that with such animpost^ 
and with the serious impediments in respect to nayigation^ 
which Tore^ so industrioif sly thrown in their way, that the fur 
trade from Canada, notwithstanding the advantages and ex* 
perience possessed by the British, merchants there, cannot 
long be conducted with profit, to themselves, or advantage 
to the state; it is therefore necessary, in any future nego- 
tiation with the United States, to stipulate, that the duty on 
such goods shall not exceed the duty imposed by the United 
fitates on the goods of other nations^ byt that the same 
shall be fixed on principles of reciprocity, with regard to the 
trade of both countries- , 

From these observations, it is manifest, that in the late 
treaty with the United States, no adequate protection was 
t^btained or secured for the trade of the British colonies 
in North America, but that the same was^ overlooked and 
neglected, and left under circumstances^ peculiarly harass- 
ing and distressing, to negotiation and discussion at a future- 
period! 

These circumstances and the important facts disclosed in 
the case * of the American sloop, Falmouth, which is reprlnt- 
ed^in order, to attract the-attention of the mother country, 
to the present state of the loyal colonies in North America, 
renders it requisite, before any treaty is concluded between 
Great Britain and the United States, that the boundanes 
of the British provinces in. North America, which remain 
undefined or questioned, should be ascertained and defi-* 



♦ See Appenftix, No. i. (A.) 
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fiitivety fixed ; and the terms and conditions en which thf 
in/and trade of the colonies with the United Statesi it to 
be carried on, regulated; and the islands in Passamaquoddf 
Bay, which have been taken possession of by their subjectSf 
unequivocally acknowledged by the United States, to belong^ 
to the crown of Great Britain, in full sowtfeigtity ; otherwise 
they will from their proximity continue to be a constant 
source of dispute and inquietude : yet until some definitive 
arrangement is adopted respecting them and the adjacent 
waters, it is to be presumed, the king's officers in the colonies 
will not shrink m>m their duty, and continue to tolerate 
the illicit trade carried on there by the subjects of the United 
States, but enforce the laws of the mother country, in which 
they should be encouraged and protected by his Majesty^s 
government and his representatives in the provinces. 

These islands, it will appear by reference to the treaty of 
1783, were admitted to form part of Nova Scotia, now 
New Brunswick, the former having been divided into two 
jn*ovince^ in l7S4; but since, by the unjustifiable encroach** 
ments of the subjects of the United States, they have been 
wrested fi*om Great Britain, without any interference or 
exertion to prevent it; on the contrary, they Were to 
have been, by the unratified convention of May, 1803, most 
impolitically ceded to the United States. 

From these islands the Americans carry on an illicit tfBtde$ 
most lucrative to themselves, but seriously detrimental and 
ruinous to the provinces of Nova Scotia and New Bruns^ 
wick, whose inhabitants are supplied by them from thence 
with liquors, tobacco^ teas, and all kinds of India and 
other manufactured goods, and occasionally with small quan« 
tities of pitch, tar, and turpentine, for which they receive 
in return specie, peltry, fish, lumber, grindstones, gypsum 
and other things, and thus they drain the British provinces 
of their most valuable articles. 

The greatest part (f the fish caught in the adjoining bayi 
and rivers \xj British subjects, and cured oii these islands^ 
as well as the lumber prepared there, instead of being sold 
to merchants residing in the King's provinces, and exported 
from thence, according to law\ is disposed of* to the American 
.traders at these places^ who send it coastwise in American 

* See Mr. Baring's examination qf the conduct' of Great Britaht 
lewardt Hw Neutral Commerce of America^ p. x 7lr 






mftdr to Bostun and New York, from whence it if agaui 
^pped intheir own bottoms to the British West-India klands : 
thus x)\e freight of these commodities to market is lost to the 
British ship owner, and the British Wcist-India planters are 
induced to think these articles of supply can only be fur-> 
nished from the Uniled States, though a very 6onsiderable 
part of the supplies annually imported into the British West- 
India islands m American bottoms, i$ in fact the produce of 
the Kings's colonies in North America. 

Anoth^ iipportant object is eained by the United States 
from such usurpations, their subjects being allowed to retain 
possession of tlie islands, it^ affords th^m the opportunity 
of engrossing in ^ gr^t measure the gypsum trade of the 
British provinces. The importance of this trade is not suf- 
ficiently known; gypsum^ or as it is there called plaister of 
Psris^is now, generally, used throughout the Unit^ States a^ 
a manure, having been found from experience to be prefer- 
able to any other, producing the most abundant crops, from 
impoverished, or such as were before considered sterile lands*^ 
. This highly valuable article, after several ineffectual at- - 
tempts to discover veins of it within the United States, has 
|>een ascertained to be the produce of the Biitish colonies 
•n/p, reserved as it were by the bounty of Providence as a 
reward for the former simerings of their loyal inhabitants* - 
May* no innovating hand deprive them of this mestimablc 
and increasing source of trade and wealth ! 

The quantity dug in 1806, from the quarries in Nov> 
Scotia and New Brunswick only, was upwards of 40,000 
tons, for which the demand was regular ; but unfortunately, 
from the i/legai practices prevalent at these islands, ihref'- 
fourths at least of that quantity was carried from thence td 
market in American, instead of British shipping. It is a 
fasx ascertained by persons in the islands, that during the sum- 
mer of that year, there were from fifty to seventy sail of Ame- 
rican vessels, constantly lying in Passamaquoddy bay, waiting 
to complete their ladings of .gypsum, from the sm^l craft in 
which it is brought down from the quarries in.^the provinces. 
Qn the contrary, if the statute of the 'Ith and 8th of 



♦ See Parkinson's American Fanner, p. 365, who admits it« very 
valuable qualities, bat says it is, not of so much use but where the^. 
land is by nature ridi <Mr dunged* 
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William the Sd, c. 22, s« 2*, was regularlj and strictly ea* 
forced, a valuable and beneficial trade would be secured 
to the ship owners of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick ; 
for on a moderate computation, allowing each vessel to make 
four voyages during the season, at least 10,000 tons of 
British shipping, navigated by 1000 men, would gain em- 
ployment. At present the Americans have the benefit of 
the freight of more than three-fourths of the quantity an- 
nually taken fi-om the quarries in the two provinces, the 
fS^eight exceeding double the value of the article; the quan* 
tity shipped in 1806 in American bottoms, being stated at 
32,000 tons. It was truly remarked by Lord Bacon, << there 
be but three things which one nation selleth unto another ; 
the commodity as nature yieldeth it, the manufacture, and 
the vecturCy or carriage : so that if these three wheels go, 
wealth will follow as in a spring-tide. And it cometh many 
times to pass, that materiam superabit opus^ that the wore: 
and carriage is more worth than the materials, and enricheth 
a nation more.** 

A x>oint of great national importance then presents itself 
for consideration, namely, th^ injury the mother country 
sustains by the contraband trade carried on at these islands 
with the subjects of the United States, not only from the 
sale of prohibited articles, but from the decrease it occasions 
in the employment of the shipping of the British provinces, 
and its consequent discouragement .of their carrying trade^i 
in which were formerly reared many excellent and useful 
seamen : whereas the small craft which take the gypsum or 
plaister fi-om the quarries to the islands in Passamaquoddy 
bay, are chiefly navigated by countrymen taken from their 
farms, and who make one or two trips ok short voyages in 
a year for the purpose of obtaining supplies for their fa- 
mUieSj of contraband articles fi-om the American stores in 
these islands; but who would certainly be much |better and 
more advantageously employed in attending to their agri-* 
cultural pursuits. 

It appears that the houses of assembly of Nova Scotia 

and New Brunswick, contemplated passing a law to prevent 

•vessels being laden with gypsum at the quarries, and from 

landing it eastward of Portland in the state of Massachusets, 

* See also the subsequent statutes and orders oC, council in 
Keeves's History of. Shipping, Sd edition, 1807, respecting coloniil 
trade. 
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.which wpuld have secured the carriage of this^ article tB 
the ships of the King^s colonies; l^t doubts were en<* 
tertaLned as to the authority of the assemblies to adopt 
such a regulation ; some time after an application to that 
•eflfect was made by general Carleton to govemmeaty in 
the former administration of the duke of Portland, and 
there is reason to believe it would have been attended to 
and acted upon, had not a change taken jdace about thai: 
time in tfce'ministry. As gypsum is only to be fotmd in the 
British American colonies, no fear need be entertained of 
the s«d>}ects of the TJnited States refusing to take it in 
British vessels; for whatever charge may attach on the 
article, they will continue to purchase it, for, in truths thejr 
cannot do without it. 

Another serious reason for resuming the sovereignty of 
these islands, prior to the renewal of any treaty with the 
United States, is the attempt which in case of war*, may 
probably be made by them in that quarter to invade- the 
British Qolonies ; therefore the Americans should 4>e con- 
fined within their limits on the main land; besides this illicit 
intercourse with the British provinces from the proximity of 
the islands tends only to enrich them, and to impoverish 
^e King's subjects in those settlements. 

In the event of a war between Great Britain and America^ 
which would terminate the existing treaties between the 
two countries, great precaution must be taken in any 
future arrangements with the United States, to avoid those 
errors which unfortunately occurred in the formation of the 
former ones; for the renewal of many of the articles of the 
treaty of 1783, and the first ten articles of the treaty of 1794, 
will present strong impediments to the amelioration of the 
condition of the British colonists in America. 

The anibiguity of the tred^y of 1794 places the Canadians 
in a very hopeless situation respecting their commercial in- 
tercoure with the United States by land, or inland navi- 
gation; especially when the explanation of any of its articles 
depends on the Revenue officers of the United States^ Not 
satined with the advantages which that treaty gives them, 
and which have been before pointed' out, they construe its 
letter, ^t the sacrifice of its evident intention and spirit; so 
that instead of being reciprocal, it is made the foundation for 
impositionsi which place the Canadian Indian traders entirely 

* Appendizy No. 7. 
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<^t thw mercy. They likewise change their glroiind-so 
frequently to suit their own purposes, tlut the moment they 
agree to relax upon any point in- dispute, another is started^ 
involving fresh and greater difficulties than those apparently 
given up. 

- It recently formed a sul^ect of just complaint, that the 
American collectors at the inland posts calculated the duties . 
on merchandize from Canada, m the manner before-mention-* 
ed; and ther<> was reason to brieve, 6rom a communication 
said to have been made by Mr. Erskine to the president 
Mr. Dunn, that the government of the United States had 
given up that point ( when in the course of last summer at 
Michilimakinac, the Canadians found, to their great astonish^ 
ment, the American collector there, not only persisted in de« 
manding again the former exorlntant duties, but threatening 
^ adopt a principle by which he would have had it in his 
power to seize the whole of the goods from Canada, or tQ> 
levy whatever ccmtributions I^e thou^tfit, as the considera* 
tion for refraining to ruin the British traders. To detail the . 
systematic course of the most arbitrary exaction and impo* 
sition of the officers of the United States at the inland posts, 
would exceed the limits of this tract; but the circumstances^ 
which occurred at Michilimakinac last year were so grossly 
flagrant) it is presumed the merchants here connected with 
Csmada, have communicated the same to the British govern^ 
ment, in order that vdilsnever negotiations are resumed be-' 
tweoi the two countries, proper stipulations will be entered 
into to prevent the like in future, and to secure . to the 
British trader adequate protection in his commercial pursuits 
from similar impositions. * 

< To rej[>resent these transactions at Washington v^ould have 
been unavailing \ and no efiectual remedy occurs, except that 
in the event of war, every exertion should be made to regain 
Michilimakinac and the Indian territory; but in case an 
amicable arrangement take$ place between the two countries, 
it should be a primary object of negotiation, on the part of 
the King's ministers, to obtain an express stipulation, that all 
merchandise passing inUmi from the one territory into the 
Other, intended bona fide for the trade with and consumption 
kA the Indians, shaU be exempt from the payment of all 
duties whatever; it is warranted by the treaty of l7S4j 
which aUows a similar exemption to the Indians, when, 
carrying articles fcMr their own use from the one state to the 
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btl^et. These remstrks s^ply to the Indian trade only; btit 
With respect to the other injuries experienced in the tradebe- 
t ween the United Stat^ and Canada, they have been already 
noticed, and the remedy pointed out, which has occurred to 
persons well acquainted with the trade of the province^ at 
likely to remove the inconveniences and difficulties en« 
countered by the King's subjects. 

Not content with these encroachments and exactions on 
the British trader, the subjects of the United States appear 
determi;ied to extend them, when and wherever they have 
opportunity and power. About two or three years ago an 
American officer ascended some of the rivers which faU into 
the Missisippi, where the northwest traders have establishments 
or trading posts ; and on his arrival there, notwithstanding 
the hospitality and kindness he experienced from the British 
traders, insisted that the British flag and medals should be 
recalled, and those of the United States substituted ; the 
territory being, as he asserted, within their limits. The 
northwest partner then resident there being intimidated, 
very inconsiderately and imprudently submitted to this inter- 
ference, instead of insisting that the territory was British; 
or if any doubt could be entertained in that respect, that it 
should be considered British, until the line from the Lake of 
the Woods was ascertained by the consent of both nations* 
This opportunity of checking encroachments in that quarter 
being lost, and intimations having been given of an intention 
to seize goods at the posts dependant upon that which is 
called the Fond du Lac Department, that is, at the farther 
end of Lake Superior, the northwest company deemed it 
prudent, under such circumstances, to compromise with the 
officers of the United States for the duties on their goods 
there ; and the collector' at Michilimakinac, instead of re« 
quiring actual previous entries, has since been induced to 
receive at the close of the season from the agents of the 
northwest company, statements of the duties so agreed to be 
given, and to accept the same accordingly ; which it Is 
evident he is constrained to do, not only under the circim^-^ 
stances of that compromise, but from the opportunity thefe 
existed of evading in a great measure the payment of th^s&r > 

rf the Indian trade is considered important and deturable 
to be retained by Great Britain, it cannot be eflectually done 
unless that part of the teititory which produces it» and 
which was most improvidently ceded by the -treaty of 17^3 
is resumed) or by an abolition of the duties on Indian good^ as 
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before mentioned : i£, however> the resumption of the whole 
is iim>racticabTe, it is prudent to endeavour to obtain, in the 
course of future negotiation, such a line as will at least avoid 
any interference on the part of the United States with the 
northwest company*, and to secure as much as is practicable 
of Miclulimakinac. 

Mr. Jefferson having refused to ratify the convention of 
May, 1803, which amongst other things f likewise settled the 
course of the line from the Missisippi to the Lake of the 
Woods; it is to be expected another opportunity will not be 
afforded them to obtain such valuable concessions; but that 
every endeavour will be made in future negotiations to sub- 
stitute the river St. Louis (which falls into Lake Superior) to 
its source, and from thence to the nearest river which falb 
into the Missisippi, Such an arrangement would secure 
the northwest company, and especially if in fixing the Une 
between Canada and Louisiana, beyond the Missisippi, the 
Misourie could be established as the boundary line, it would 
be . of the utmost importance to the Michilimakinac trade^: 
however, in no case whatever should the subjects of the 
United States be permitted to go beyond the Rockv Moun* 
tains, as they certainly have no right by pretence of discovery 
or otherwise, to any territory watered bv rivers falling into 
the Western Ocean. If a new line could be obtained on the 
principle of the height of land, dividing the waters which 
fall into the Atlantic, from those which have their outlets 
by the river St. Lawrence, it would secure hot only the 
Michilitnakinac, but likewise the Detroit Indian trade j: ; and 
even if it was modified so as to leave the boundaries as at pre^ 
sent, until entering Lake Huron, but from thence to proceed 
. to the entrance of Lake Michigan, and down that lake to 
Chicogo, and thence descending the Illinois river to its 
junction with the Missisippi, from which last-mentioned 
river to ascend the Misourie, it would secure to Great 
Britain the most material part of the Michilimakinac trade. 

It, however, cannot be too strongly impress^, that in 
Ibture negotiation with the United States, the greatest care 
should be taken not to accede to any proposition of settling 
|h^ boundaries between the two territories, without personal 



* Sec Wcld*8 Travels, vol. i. 
t The British Treaty, p. 36. 

I See Weld's Travels, » vol. p. 991 for very valuable informatipn OH' 
these topks. 
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survey of the Islands in the river St. Lawrence and the 
lakes, as was most inconsiderately done by the c6n vent ion. of 
May, 1 803 ; and which it is evident the subjects o# the 
United States are still anxious to obtain *. 

On the termination of the American war, it appears to 
have been the intention of the British government that the 
Tiver Penobscoif should have' been the boundary line be-* 
tween the United States and the King's colonies ; hut un* 
fortunately, either through the want of local* information in 
the English commissioner, or the intrigue of the court of Ver- 
sailles with the American ministers, where that negotiation 
-was carried on, this line of boundary was abandoned, and 
the United States allowed to go as far to the eastward as the 
river St. Croix ; thus yielding up to them an extent of sea 
coast of nearly fifty leagues. A reference to the maps will 
jhew that the river Penobscot was the natural boundary, and 
which Great Britain should endeavour to obtain by negotia* 
tion ot* otherwise in the event of war, in order, not only in 
the former instance to preclude a repetition of the claims pf 
the United States to each succeeding administration, and to 
prevent m future the encroachments of their subjects on the 
British frontiers, but in the latter instance, to defeat any 
judden attack on Canada. 

Admitting the river St. Croix to be the boundary, and 
ihe line from its source to run as described by the treaty of 
1783, the communication between New Brunswick and 
Canada is completely intersected, and a large tract of 
country within fifty miles of Fredertcton^ the late seat of th^ 
government of that province, would betong to the United 
States. On this tract of country, during the negoc?a-. 
tions respecting the intention of the parties as to the true 
direction of the boundary line, the government of tb^ 
United States have for some time past been fixing settlers, 
and forming establishments there. This circumstance is 
hot, perhaps, generally known : it is however important, 
that the same should be settled before the renewal of any 
treaty with the United States. The letters in the Appendiif 
to the 2d. vol. of extra oflicial papers, clearly show it was a 
favourite object of the British, government, that the river 
Penobscot should be the boundary line between the two 
f ountries ^ and arrangements were made for establishing ^ 



* British Treaty, p. 36, Sec. 

f See extra otficial papers, Debret^ .1 78^, 
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new colony there, which appears, even to l^tve received the 
sanction of his majesty.-— ^^ From what I have said upon the 
subject of colonization, and the papers I have annexed to this 
and a former publication, a part of the plan upon which a new 
colony was intended to have been settled, which I referred 
to in my letter, to Mr. Pitt, may be collected : but from 
the copies and extracts of two lett^^ from Lord Sackville to 
me upon the subject of the new colony, which I have given 
in the Appendix, No. 20 and 21, the approbation, I said, 
my plan had met with, will be confirmed." — " The country 
where it was proposed to establish the colony of New Ire^ 
hndy is known by the name of the province of Mmn *• It 
is included in the ancient charter pf Masaachussets' Bayi 
but the general courts of that, province were restrained by 
the charter from making any grants of the lands without 
the consent of the crown, which having been generally re- 
fused, few settlements had been made to the east of fhe 
river Kenw^eckf and nope to -the east ot PentAstet, By 
the latper river therefore, and the St. Croix, the western 
}x)undai7 of Nova Scotia, W'SV^ the new province to have 
been bounded." 

The annexed report of the case of the American sloop 
Falmouth J which was condemned in the vice admiralty court 
of New Brunswick, for being employed in contravention of 
law in the gj^sum trade, carried on at the islands in Passamap- 
quoddy Bay,and which involves the claim of the United States 
to them, is deserving of serious consideration; it is to be re- 
gretted, that any order f of the president of the council of 
that province, should have been subsequently given to that 
highly meritorious « officer, George Leonard, esquire, to 
desist from seizing any more American vessels on the grounds 
set forth and established by the judgment in that case: 
that such order was issued by the president is certain, 

* Sec Ibid' Mr. Knox's Letters ; also the British Treaty, p. %(i. - 
t The legality of this order to desist, and not to enfprce the pro- 
visions of a positive statute is doubtful; the act of 7th and 8th 
'William 3d. c aa. s. a. has been confinncd by several subsequent and 
very recent statutes, and the same has not, it is believed, been inter- 
fered with by any of the orders of council, \vhich were issued under 
the annual acts for regulating the trade and intercourse with America. 
This point is of some importance, as the modem practice of issuing 
such orders in restraint of law, must interfere with the provisions of 
the Bill of RightSi uoleiis aa express statutable authority is given ipr 
that purpose. 
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probaUy in pursuance of instructions transmitted to him by 
government in 1806, in consequence of the correspondence 
which had taken place on the subject^ between the Ame- 
rican secre1:ary of state, and the British minister at 
Washington. From this circumstance, it is inferred, that the 
United States had obtained a recognition of the right they 
claim to the islands in Passamaquoddy bay; first conced.ed 
to them by the convention of 1 803, for 6n no other principle 
than that of admitting their sovereignty to them, can the 
instructions to the president to issue such an order to Mr. 
Leonard be justified; and there is too much reason to fear 
this claim of the United States was intended to have been 
confirmed by* the late ministers, hacd not the treaty agreed 
to by them been rejected by the president of the United 
States. Should any negotiation be resumed, with a view 
to another treaty with the United States, under the au- 
spices of the present administration, it .cannot be djcnibted 
but they will be justly tenacious of his Majesty's rights,^ 
and obtain such stipulations as %ill ccmduce to the ad- 
Vantage and security of his colonies in -America, and pre- 
serve possessions so valuable and important as the islands 
in question; whilst they adopt regulations respecting their 
trade, which will proi^ote and extend it. 

This order of the president of the council of New 
Brunswick, has unfortunately tended to confirm the Ameri- 
caas in their possession of these islands ; and the Contraband 
trade carried on there by them, is daily extended and increased $ 
whilst the inhabitants of the British provinces are more dis- 
satisfied with the mixed-kind of policy pursued by Great 
Britain towards them : their carrying trade is nearly anni- 
hilated, and the most ruinous consequences are resulting to 
the mother country, from the provinces being supplied with 
articles of general consumption by the Americans, instead of 
obtaining them in a regular course of trade from the parent 
state. / , ^ ^ ' 

It has been represented by the Americaff party in this 
country, that no injury has been sustained by Great Britain, 
from the intercourse between the subjects of the United 
States ^nd the British colonies in America and the West 
Indies; for although the exports from Great Britain and 
Ireland to the King's colonies have decreased, yet the ex- 
ports to the United Dtates have increased in a greater pro- 
portion^ and therefore the trade of Great Britain is benefited 
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by it* Thk assertion will, however, cm investigation, appear 
not only erroneous in fact, but ddusive and mischievous in 
its- effect and operation, and. is calculated to mislead the pub- 
lic mind on this* important subject. 

If the United States had no other market than Great Bri- 
tain for the sale of their produce and other merdiandize» 
there would have been, perhaps, some ground on which the 
assertion might have been founded, because, in that case, they 
would not have been supplied with the means of furnishing 
the British colonies in the West Indies and America with 
manufactures not British; but, when it is recollected, that they 
have been admitted most improvidently to a participation of 
the British £ast*India trade, and also from recent lamentable 
concessions to become the general carriers of the produce of 
the enemies colonies to Europe, it must be obvious to every re* 
fleeting mind, that the natural consequences and faciUtie^ 
whiob they have derived from such indulgences, must have 
opened new channels- of trade to the United States, both 
with respect to expels and imports; and, under cover erf* 
the privileges allowed by the American Intercourse Bill of 
1806, they contrive to supidy the British dependencies In 
the West Indies in the same illicit manner as they do the 
King's American provinces with East-India goods, Gemuui 
linens, hardware and foreign liquors* It frequently has oc- 
curred in the importations from the United States into the 
British Westrlndia. islands, that on examination, of the casks 
and packages containing the articles imported there, more or 
less of these contraband goods have been found in them; and 
a reference to the entries published in the commercial lists 
of the principal sea-ports of the United States, will prove, 
that they take in return, though eontrary to law, from the 
British West-India islands, sugar, coffee, and other article% 
with equal facility as British vessels; in consequence of which^ 
many Bi;itish ships, during last year, returned to the Kin^s 
colonies in North America and to Great Britain, with not 
more than half freights, after jiaving incurred the full ex- 
pences incident to such voyages.— The injury thus sustained 
by Great Britain, by the relaxation of her maritime rights, 
and the suspension of the -navigation and colonial system, is 
increased by the opportunity it has afforded the subjects of the 
United States to inundate the continent of South America 
with foreign European and other goods, to the great prejudice 
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(^the Edglidi trade from jfamauca apd the oth(^r islands to the 
Spanish main. — Wherea$> if such indulgences had not been 
granted, nor concessions made to the United States, the.^x^ 
ports from Great Britain and Ireland to the British depen* 
dencies in the West Indies and North America, would have 
incre^isedy as vrell as our exports generally to America, in as 
fliuch) that if the United States had been excluded* from any ^ 
participation in the British £ast*India trade, and prevented 
from carrying^rW^iat colonial produce to Europe^ their trade 
with Great Brit^ must necessarily have been much moire 
extensive, and consequently the return^ cargoes they would 
have taken from this country wt>uld have been more consider- 
able, andOreat Britain, perhaps, enjoying as formerly, a part 
of their carrying trade f. On the contrary, by their extended 
intercourse with the ports of the continoit, from being al«> 
lowed to bring sugar and other colonial produce to Europe f 
they naturally do not suffer their ships to return in taflast, 
but taice back assorted cargoes oi foreign manufactures and 
other goods, for the purpose of .improving ^and extending 
their export trade to the West<Jndia islands in generali and 
to the continent of South America %, 

These important points have been so ably and satislactc^ily 
examined and discussed in several late publications^ it is 
not considered necessary to enlarge frirther on the con- 
sideration of them. It may not, however, be improper to 
notice 2i recent and very important claim f which .the subjects 



* Mr. Baring's Examination, p. 14%. 

+ Reeves on Shipping. 

J ** Now that the unfortunate rage of shipping goods to Bueno^ 
Ayres has subsided, and the British manufacturers have leisure to 
look into their concerns, they complain, and with great reason, that 
their orders both .for America and the West Indhs are diminished \ the 
Americans not onlyisupplying the ccmsumption of their own country, 
and that of the enemies colonies, but that of the British colonies too^ 
(by illicit trade) vj'ith foreign European, and Eayst-India manufacture* 
of various descriptions,'' Vide tract entitled, " Concessions to Americd 
the Bane of Britain,^* See also T. Coxe's View of America, and the 
Debates in Parliament, soon after the Anierican war, on the tracie 
with the Uirited States, &c. It is understood that representatioat 
have been very recently made to government, of the decrease of the 
trade from the British free ports m the West Indies, to the Spanish 
Main, &c» 
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^ the United States have made to an equal' rigii of navU 
gationof the river St. Lawrence fr9m the tea* : whetner anj 
formal claim, has been made by the United States to the. 
British government on this subject b not certain } but it is 
observable that» in this casei as in all others, claims of this, 
nature have generally been promulgated in the first instance 
in anonymous publicationsi and so soon as the dispo^tion of 
the American peo^e respecting them is ascertained, they 
become objects of state, and are pursued and treated as 
such ! 

In noticing, again, the claim of the United States to the 
islands m Passamaquoddy Bay, it is impossible to avoid con- 
trasting the cdfiduct of the former administration of hisi 
grace .the Duke of Portland, with that of Lord Sid« 
mouth; which cannot be done more . forcibly than by. 
irefering to the several passages selected from his grace's 
circular letter of the. 1 1th April 1799, to the govemorsL 
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick on this subject f» Thi» 
letter w^s occasioned by a note addressed to him from Loan 
GiuMrviLLE, theti secretary of state /or foreign affiiirs, com^ 
municating an extract of a letter which his lordship had re«* 
ceived from. Mr. Listen^ ** on the subject of a doubt that 
had been started respecting the boundary of his Majesty's 
province of New Brunswick and the American district of 
Mame;'' On that occasion, his Majesty's tien government 
were justly alarmed to find the rigbt of water^waji or navi'*. 
gaition% described in^ Mr. Liston's letter j:, claimed at a right 
deduceable from the treaty z apprehending it was intended to 
deduce therefi*om, as a farther consequence, a right to the 
iskmds in Paisamaapioddy Bay, lying on the American side of 
such water-way or navigation* 

Whatever werfe the circumstances which led to the ces-*- 
tton of these idands to the United States, by the conven-^ 
tion of May, 1803, in Lord Sidmouth's administration* 
a fnost singular coincidence arose out of it ; the President 
of the United States having refused to ratify § it, as well as 
the treaty agreed upon, in London, by the late Administration, 
wifli the American comraiissioners ; and whatever motives 
induced /Mr. Jefferson to refuse to ratify this convention, 
it is evident, the subjects of the United States considered. 

* The British Treatv. 

f See Appendix i. (A.) Z Ibid* P*^S* 

f The British Tre^y, page 19' 
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it highly beneficial, aiid its rejection has been noticed, inr 
many instances, with reprehension and displeasure. The 
author of the tract, called the ^'British Treaty,'* states^ 
that ** subsequent to 1794, a survey of the interior of Ame- 
rica by British merchants, established, in Cahada," — ^" had 
proved, *that a line due west from the Lake of the Woodf 
would run north of the Missisippi, so that no farther siea^ 
sures were needful to ascertain that point. — The River St. 
Croix had also been identified. — -Two points, however, re-* 
mained to be settled 5 the line from the Lake of the Woods 
to the Missisippi, and the termination of that which was 
to run north from the source of the St. Croix, on which' 
depends a large traet of country in the district of Maine^ — 
Connected also with our eastam boundary, is an object of 
little intrinsic value (Moose Island), but important to the 
trade of Massachussetts, and to the revenue of the United 
States. Another matter of considerable inq)ortancey parti- 
cularly to the state of New York, had remained unnoticed. 
This was the ascertaining those islands in Lake Erie, Lake 
Ontario, and the river St. Lawrence, which bek>ng t^the 
United States." — The same writer again observes, ** that 
instructions were given to the American Minister in Lon^ 
dan ^, which embraced all the matters above-mentioned* 
The Minister accordingly treated with the British 'Govem- 
shent, and such was their confidence in him, and their 
liberality towards us, that he was desired to, frame a eon^ 
verition agreeably to his own wishes. He drew it in the 
very words of his instructions, and it was immediately exe*' 
cuted. Every thing asked was granted. The convention 
made complete provision for the subject matter of the fourth 
and fifth articles of the old treaty. It fixed our eastern 
boundary, settled the coilirse of a line from the Missisippi 
to the Lake of the Woods, and confirmed our title to Moose 
Islander 

Thus have the rlght^of Great Britain been providentially 
preserved in two memorable instances, by the force of 
French influence in America; which otherwise would 
ha¥9 been conceded by the British Government, from too 
stroii|r a disposition to conciliate the estean of the Unitedl 
States. 



* In i8p3. ' t. British Treaty, p. ^8; 
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Since the separiatum of the proyincet^ which notr constitateCanada, 
ihe United States of America^ from Great Biitaii^ the re- ^T* 
ftiainmg British colonies on that continent* have been ,tob Naw* 
genendly ccmsidered, a$ pooiessidns of little comparative ^."^ 
value; yet it will aypear» on investigation* they do not yield^J]^'^' 
to any other parts of the ccmtinfent of America* either in 
soil* production* convenience of navigable rivers* or salulnity 
of climate* 

It has teen observed* **.i distant province of an empire 
can only be wisdy s^ well governed* in proportion as the 
interests aijid conditions of the pe<^le* and the resource^ of 
the country* are known and understood :"-^t is therefore 
to be cxpiicted* Hwhen all the circumstances* which are 
]*equisite to give a beneficial and pradentiai directidn to the 
measuires oT government* are exl|ibited truly and without 
reserve* the colonies dependent on a mother country* such 
as Great Britain* will experience a just and liberal dispensa"- 
ppn of power and protection; in proportion as government 
13 acquainted with their wants and necessities* those wants 
^nii be relieved} in the degree that their industry is shewii 
to be zealous, and productive* it will be encouraged) oii 
'exposition of undue.bmthens and diecks on that industry, 
they will be rexnoved) and on default shewn ot* safety ana 
defence* it will be supplied *." 

Unfbrtuqatriy these prdvinces have ilot received from 
.Great Britain* that encofiragement to which they were sd 
prominently entitled* from their importance* patriotism^ 
aod Royalty } they have nevertheless thriveui under circum* 
stances tnpst di^adv^ipi^ageous and discouraging. It is evi* 
dent* by the information received fnbm numerous respect^ 
able authorities^ as wril dS by the documents which haVe been 
}fitbia the last seven years submitted to Government* and 
by the late report of the Committee of the House of Com- 
il^oaSf on the cominercial state of the West India Islands* and 
Hthe evidence taken before them* that the British colonies oti 
%e continient of North America are possessed of great re- 
soi^-ces* ahd capsible of furnishing supplies bf naval timbert 
l^d othi^r valuable articles* to a very considerable extent f . 

it k to-be lamented^ the inquiry of that committee 

^ Sk W. YoBBg*8 Wcit iadia CominoiHiiace Book. . 
't Appendix, Wo. ft. for this Repdrt, and the evidence annexed 
io it^Thc fiditor has to sftOlO^Ue for ceprintin^ this Report j but 
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i^s SO limited; it certainly would hare been much more 
satisfactory to the nation, if the conduct pursued by the 
Board of Trade in 1784 and 1791^, on similar occasions, 
had been adopted, and their inquiry so extended, as to hav^ 
embraced all the other points connected with the commercial 
state of the British West India coloniek; namely > the compe^ 
tency of the mother country, and its dependencies, to fur-p 
nbh in British ships, in time of war, the necessary supplies 
for those islands; if such had.beeti^the course of that inves- 
tigation, the affirmative \ of xhzt. national and important 
question would most indisputably have been estabUshed; and 
it would have appeared,|. that the distress X now felt by the 
British West India interest, was not to be attributed to the 
enforcement, but to the improvident suspension of the 
navigation and colonial system of Great Brits^n> and to the 



^s many of the facts adduced by him were proved before that Com*' 
mittee, and not having seen in any other publication the Appendix 
to that Report, containing the evidence and accounts annexed to it, 
he has been induced to reprint the whole in the Appendix to this 
volume. 

^ Reports of the Board of Trade, in i7«S4 and 179I9 on the inter- 
course between the British West India Islands and the Unit^ Stateg, 
in a collection of papers, '&c. published by the Society of Ship- 
owners of Great Britain, edit. 1807. 

t See an American tract, entitled ** Peace without Dishonour^ 
War without Hope," 180 7> ^whereip it is.ohscrved, — "But lastly* 
ni^e are to starve her West Indies. It is really astonishing, that men 
y^ill be so blinded by their hatred to Great Britain, as to urge, a^d 
appear to believe, such absurd notions. Why did they not starve 
during the revolutionary war \ Nova Scotia then supplied them with 
little or nothing ; sJbe can no«tx> supply them *tffitb nearly all they *u)antn 
They do not take our beef and pork in peachy they are so dainty ; 
and yet we talk of starving them ! But if they could si^pport a war 
of eight years, when No^va Scotia was a young uncultivated countryji 
when our privateers swarmed in these seas,' and the Qcean was cd- 
vered* with- the fleets of France, SpaiYi, and Holland ; how much 
easier will it be to sustain a war, when the provision-vessels of Eng- 
land can navigate in perfect safety, having; no one to ma^^e them 
afraid ? But we dp not view the other $ide of the picture ! Is 
there not danger, that a war with us may turn their attention to 
other channels of supply; and then destroy, perhaps for ever, this 
branch of our commerce l*^ At that period, May, 1807, there were 
several respectable persons in London from the British colonies in 
America, capable of affording much important information on this 
subject, and of the resources of the loyal provinces ; but ^bo have 
since returned to them. 

\ Sir F. M. £den oa Mariti^ie Rights^ i%.o%* 
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relaxation of those other maritime regulations of the 
country founded on the former, which had been so success- 
fully enforced and maintained by Lord Chatham*; 
<* ^e partial relinquishment of- which occasioned so 
much disquietude to his illustrious son, Mr. Pitt, that 
previous to his death, *' he expressed j^o one of his po- 
litical FRIENDS HIS REGRET AT HAVING EVER BEEN 
INDUCED, BT EXISTING CIRCUMSTANCES, TO RELAX THE 
MARITIME RI<?HTS OF BRITAIN, AND HIS DETBRMTMATIOM 
TO RE-ESTABLISH THE SYSTEM WHICH HAD BEEN ACTED 
irPON DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF HIS FATHER f." 

. It was likewise Mr. Pitt's intention, which is. proved 
by the measures actually taken in his last administration, oa 
the recommendation from the Boafd of , Trade ^, not only 
to have confined to British ships, the whole pf the coloni;d 
tradei and to have reclaimed t^^at most salutary principle^ ' 
that all supplies, from whatever country they came, should 
be conveyed to the West India Islands in British bottomsy 
but also to have ; prohibited the importation direct of afl 
articles (except those essential to the existence of the manu- 
factures of the kingdom) from the countries of the enemy^ 
in neutral shipping || ; and it is well known, that during 
the latter part of Mr. Pitt's administration, ^e greatest 
possible attention was given to the British colonies in North 

« 

* See the varlons tracts which were published from 1 755 .t^ 
17589 when the spirit and enei^gy of the nation were so conspicuou&ly 
•hewn in the brilliant and energetic measures adopted by Lord 
Chatham, during the last war in the late reign. 

f Anti -Jacobin Review for August, 1807, p. 368 ; also. Introduc- 
tion to Collection of Reports and Papers on Navigation, Sec, p. at. 

t At this period, his Grace the Duke of Montrose was president, 
and the Right Hon. George Rose, vice-president, of that board. 

II See £arl Camden's letters, in September, 1804, and January, 
1805, to the Governors of the West India Islands, and Lord Castle- 
reiigh's letter in September, 1805. Also, various minutes of the 
Board of Trade, and Introduction tqi Collection of RepQrts, &c. 
on Navigation. This patriotic regulation was determined upon 
early in the autumn, before Mr. Pitt's death; but which, on appli- 
cation from persons in the spirit trade, stating^ the great purchases 
they had made, he allowed them to import in neutral vessels the 
goods they had actuary purchased^ and directed the prohibition to 
take p)ace at a subsequent period : his death, however, unfortunately 
intervened, and this regulation was not earned into effect by hu 
' successors, although ^it would have bee^i highly beneficiai to tl^ West 
India planter and British ship-owner, but in lieu of which* iSn iQcrcaA* 
^ duty was imposed on brandy and other foreijsn spirits* 



Amertcai sfnd na exertions were wammgt or suggesUoi^ 
rejected) which had a reasonable tendency to increase their 
population or tp encourage their industry. 
CaiuuU CANADA) it appears, is able to export great quantities oC 
wheat and flour ; and during the present war> considerable 
cargoes of those articles have been annually shipped froo^ 
thence to Great tfritaihf iPortugal) and other places. The 
temporary ciuses, which had checked the cultivation of this 
province, are in some respects removed, and an increased 
annual export of flour and wheat may be depended upoo, 
as the culture of wheat and maiwfacture of flour are raindly 
increasing in that settlement ; from whence have been re* 
cently exported in one year SOOfiQO bushels of wheat an4 
30,000 barrek of flour *. 

Great quantities of timber and lumber can likewise be 
^rnisked from Canada, particularly the white oak^ which ]$ 
used in the West Indies for puncheon staves f; and although 
the price of lumber may be at present dearer than that which 
is the growth of the United States, it is of a much be(bter 
^piality, from being procured farther north* — ^In the London 
market, the Quebec staves bear a much higher price th^ 
American.-— The forests of the two % Canadas, Nova Scotia» 
and its dependencies, with New Brunswick, are inevhausti- 
bie, and capable of supplying every species of naval tia]iber; 
and the inhabitants of these provinces only require the 
encouragement of the mother country, and a certainty of 
market, to induce them more extensively to engage in that 
most important branch of trade, which i^ not so incumbered 
with difliculties as have been industriously represented. 
The Canadians have learnt to prepare their timber to great 
advantage, by floating mills, of a new constrtiction, and 
built at a third of. the expetice of the ordinary milk tl \ and 
there b suiEcient water-carriage, to transport the timber 
Irpm the places of its growth to a shipping port. 

The timber, together with the masts and spars, whic^ 
have already been sent to Great Britain fromthiMe ccdonies, 
afford suflieient specimens of their qualities \ as well as the 



. ^ Appendbc, No* 8, page 1^9. tb« evidence to the W^st (odii 

Iteport. 
flbid. 

: : Chaiievoix's Journal, rc\- i. page a4i» edit. E7i>« 
i fteporli of tke Board of Trade# in the (^Uoetioa before iDCH* 

ttoned. 
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)>nce6vat which they can be sold, and the increasing demand 
prove them to be suitable for Britidi use. The number of 
ships lately employed in this trade^ points out how advan-* 
tageouS) i£ properly encouraged^ it will be to the mother 
country, especially from the increased demand it will occa* 
sion for British manufactures, which will be taken in re« 
turn I besides, it will, if Government adopt the proper 
means of promoting this branch of trade, so as to mduce 
mercantile men of capital to engage in it, relieve the nation 
considerably from its dependence on the Northern Fewer s * 
for supplies of naval timber. This prominent feature of the 
trade ot the colonies has become, firom recent circumstances^ 
of the highest importance to Great Britain, in consequence 
of the extension of the war in the north of Europe, and the 
existing differences between Russia, Prussia, Denmarkf and 
this country* 

The difii^rent kinds of timber in the forests of these pro» 
vinces are enumerated in other parts of these observations, 
which, from the numerous rivers and creeks that inter- 
sect tike xountry, are brought with more than ordinary 
facility to convenient places for shipment \ of the excellen- 
cies of their qualities, the, cargoes imported last year^at 
Liverpool, and other ports,'hear ample testimony ; during 
that period, many British vessels made in this trade two 
voyages from Great Britain to Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick, and some of them to Canada ; thus pointing out, as 
it were, at this crisis, a new source of employment for the 
British ships which were formerly engaged in the Baltic 
trade f. 

By the 12th Chas. II. c. iv. certain duties were imposed 
on the importation into England of all deals, boards, masts ^ 
yards, and timber, according to the rates mentioned in the 
schedule to that act, and the regulations therein contained* 

-The necessity of providing naval timber for his Majesty's 
nayy and the merchants' service, in order that the country 
might not depend on other states for what was essential to 
her defence as a maritime power, became an object of legis** 
lative attention early in the last century; and it was deemed 
essential to encourage by bounties the importation of timber 

* Mr. Baring's examiojtiony page ax. 

t See, Remarks on the probable Condact of Russia and Fraocf 
Ice p« 91. edition 1805, Asperae. 
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from the continent of British America into Great Britain. 
Accordingly, by the 3d and 4th Ann, c. x. sect. 2. a certain 
reward on premium was granted on the importation from 

M?ksts,thence of masts, yard^s, and bowsprits. -The preamble of 

*^' his statute is worthy of attention, as it shews the policy 

which influenced at that time the legislature : it i?ecites 

*^ Whereas the royal navy and the navigation oi England, 
wherein under God the wealth, safety, and strength of 
THIS KINGDOM is SO much concerned, depends on the due . 
Supply of stores necessary for the same, which being now 
brought in, mostly from foreign parts in foreign shipping, at 
exorbitant and arbitrary rates, to the great prejudice an^ 
discouragement of the trade and navigation of this kingdom^ 
may be provided^ in a more certain and beneficial n^anner 
from her Majesty's own dominions — ^And whereas her Ma- 
jesty's colonies and plantations in America were at firsjt 
settled, and are still maintained and protected,, at a great 
expence of the treasure of this kingdom, with a design to 
render them as useful as may be to England, and the labour 
and industry of the people there profitable to themselves : 
and in regard the said colonies and plantations, by the vast 
tracts of land therein, lying near the sea, and upon navigablie 
V .rivers, ijiay commodiously afford great quantities of all sorts 

of naval stores, if due encouragement be given for carrying 
on so great an^d advantageous an undertaking, which wi}l 
likewise tend not only^ to the further employment and in-« 
crease of £nglish shipping and seamen, but also to the 

. ' enlarging in a great measure the trade and vent of the wool* 
len and other manufactures and commodities of this king- 
dom, and of other her Majesty's dominions, in exchange for 
such naval stores which are now purchased frpm foreign 
countries with money or bullion : and for enabling her 
Majesty's subjects in the said colonies and plantations, to 
continue to make due and sufficient returns in the course 
of their trade/* 

This boimty was granted for a limited period, and 
. afterwardis continued by another act until 1725, when it 
ceased ; but it was revived by the 2 Geo. II. c. xxxv. and con- 
tinued by subsequent statutes * until the 24th of June, 1781, 
when it was discontinued. It also appears, that in order to 

* By the 3d and 4th Ann, c. x. s. 2. from ist January, 1705, for 9 
years, and by the 1% Aan^ c. ix. 3« i. continued fromt 7x41 for 1 1 yean* 

But 
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give a more extensive effect to Ais beneficial regulatioQi 
^nd to promote the timber trade of the colonies, a sum 
not exceeding <£ 10,000 was voted by parliament ^ for that 
purpose ; but the legislature Ending from experience, that 
these regulations did not afford adequate encouragement^ 
so as to induce the colonists to engage extensively in the 
trade, further aid was g^ven, by aUowing other descrip- 
tions of timber to be imported, from thence, duty free, 
and by the 8th Geo. I. c. xii« s. 2. which recited, '' that great 
quantities of wood and timber, and of the goods com- 
monly called lumber, (which are therein enmnerated) had 
Usually been imported mtp this kingdom from foreign counF-LumVer] 
tries at excessive rates or prices, especially in time of war, 
and foreigners had thereby found opportunities to export 
the coined monies of this realm, and that it was well known 
that such commodities, being the growth and produce of 
his Majesty^& ^plantations in America, could be furnished 
from thence, ^due encouragement was given,*^ it was enact- 
ed, that for the term of 2 T years, from the 24thof June^ 
.17^2, the same might be imported into Great Britain direct 
from the King's colonies in America, in British vessels navi-- 
gated according to law, dutyfree, (mastSj yards, and bow- 
sprits excepted) touching which, duties and premiums had 
been ascertained by former acts. - The provisions of this 
act were continued by subsequent statutes f , and are now 
in force. 
A short time prior to the American, war, with a view to 

But by the a Geo. II. c. xxxv. s. 3. was revived and continued from the 
a 9th September, I7a9> for 13 years. 
23 Geo. n. c. xxviii. a. i. continued from thence to %$ Dec. 

. 1750. 
14 -T — c. lii. 8. I. . , , • to a5th Dec. 1751- 
%$ — — c.xxxv. 8. a. « . to «5th March, 1748. 
34 — — c. xxiii. 8.3. • . to 24th June, 1766. 

6Geo. III.c. xHv.8. II. . • . to 24th June, 1774. 

14 -^ — c.lxxxvi.8.6. • . toa4th June, i7Si. 
* 8 Ann, c. xiii. 8. 30. 
t By the 16 Geo. II. c. xxvi. s. %> continued to 24th June, i75t. 
a4 — — c. Ivii. 8. II. . • . to I8t Sept. 1757* 



31 — — c.xxxv. 8.3. 

4 Geo. Ili.c.xLs. 3< 

I a -*• — • c. Ivi. 8. %• 

j^ ^^ .^ c. xxii. 8. X. 

t6 -— — c. liiLs. I. 

33 — -^ c.xl. i»%* 



to a 9th Sept. 1764. 
toa9thSept. X77i. 
to a^th Sept. 177'. 
to a9th Sept* 1785. 
toa9th Sept. ^^(^^* 
to a 9th Sept. 1795. 



.36 — — c.xl. 8. I*. . ♦ . toa9thScpt.i8ot. 
4, ...^ ^ c,xx.8.3« . . • to ajth Sept. i8ia. 

d2 
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bbtam a constant and sufficient supply of timber from that 
continent, other regulation? were adopted, and by the 5tlt 
Geo. 3. c. 45. certain bounties were given from and after 
the 1st January 1766, on the importation of deals, planks^ 
boards and timber of certain dimensions, into Great Britain 
and Ireland. It may not be inapplicable to introduce the 
recital of this statute, to shew the same policy continued to 
influence the legislature on this subject. * * Whereas the 
" improving and securing the trade and cominerce of the 

;** British colonies and plantations in America is highly 

. '^ beneficial not only to the said colonies and plantations but 
** to Great Britain j and whereas, it may on this account 
** be proper to encourage the importation of deals, plankSf 
**' boards and timbers from the said colonies and plantations> 

. ** whereby his Majesty's royal navy, as well as ships employ- 
'** ed in the merchants' service, may be furnished with such 
^* materials at more reasonable rates than at present, and 

-« great sums of money at present expended zmong Jbreign 

•** nations for the piirchase of such materials ntay be saved,** 

This duty was, however, limited in its duration, having 

been granted for three periods of three years each at diffel^ 

ent rates, the last per ipd ending the first of January, i 175. 

- This regulation gave a fresh stimulus to the timber trade 
with America, and if it had been continued a few years 
longer, would have laid the foundation, of a regular trade, 
and afforded an ample supply of timber of all kinds for 
Great Britain and its dependencies. 

Further encouragement appears about this period to have 
been given to this branch of trade : for by the 1 1th Geo. S. 
c. 50. a bounty was granted for a limited time, on the im- 
portation of white oak staves and headings from the colo- 
nies, and on the 30th April, 1777, it was resolved in the 
commons house, after some debate in a committee of the 
whole house*, " that it might be expedient to grant a bounty 
** upon staves and other lumber imported from Canada, East 
<* and West Floridas, Nova Scotia, and the island of St. 
** Jchn, to the JVest Indies-^* but no Bill appears to have 
been introduced ill Consequence of this resolution, or any 
further proceedings had' thereon, in parliament. v 
After this period, this important branch of colonial trade 

• languished and became greatly depressed, notwithstanding 
the provisions of the 8th Geo. 1. c. 12. s. 2. andthedit^ 

^ Conunons jouTDaly 96 vol. p. 4^ 
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ferent kinds of timber therein eonmentedy were allowed ta 
be imported duty fret^ when» in the course of 1 806, the in<- 
jurious consequences resulting from such a system being 
represented to government, die policy c^ taking off the 
duties oh masts, spars, and bowsprits, imported from thence \ 
to which they had become liable after the 24th June, 1 78 1 ,. 
under the l^th Chas. 2. c. 4. and subsequent acts, was sug* 
gested \ and in order to promote the trade, which had been 
thus nearly lost, it ¥ras proposed .that the former hmnties 
should be revived, and allowed on the importation 
into Great Britain and Ireland, and the British West India 
islands, of all kinds of timber, the growth and woduce of 
ihe British colonies in America imported in Britflp bottoms. 

This suggestion was partially adopted, and by an act passed 
on the 2Ut July, 1806^, during the late ministry, it was 
made lawful to import into Great Britain and Irefand in 
British or Irish vessels, Navigated according to law, masti^ 
yards, and bcfwspritsy (which were except^ in the lumber 
acts), or timber fit for nofoal purposes, the growth or 
produce of the British provinces in America, free rfduty^ 
tmt 'this act is limited, and expires on the 1st oi January^ 
1809, three years before the expirati(m of the 8th Geo. 1, 
€* 12. s. %k which is continued to the 29th Sept. 1812, so 
that at present all kinds of timber may be imported from the 
King's colonies dutyfree. 

It is to be regretted the proposition to revive the bounties 
formerly .granted on the importation of timber from the 
colonies I^ not been acceded to: for, surely, it is more 
politic to. take from our own dependencies those articles 
required for general consumption than to purchase them 
d foreign countries; and if that cannot be done with 
so much cheapness, it is certainly consistent with sound 
policy to countervail the difference either by bpxmties on 
the importation from the British settlements, or by in<» 
creased duties on the importation from foreign states. 
In anothfu* point of view, it may be said, consider- 
ations of revenue are not to be overlooked \ which 
may, probably, have conduced to the partial and narrow 
sy«5tem now pursued with respect to the tio^ber trade of 
these provinces ; yet it is presumed the advantages which 
the state will derive from giving full effect to this^ 
trade, by granting bounties on the importation from 
tb^QC^ of aU kinds of timber, will considerably counter* 

^4ath Ceo.8.Gh.ll9. 
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balance any loss of revenue from its adoption ; recollecting 
die immense sums of money which are annually sent out of 
Great Britain and Ireland, to the Baltic states, for tim1)ei? 
of various descriptions; thus fostering the naval power of 
of those nations, which at every period q£ our. distress is turned 
against us^, whilst our exports to those countries are small« 
and the trade with them disadvantageous to the British 
Empire. A mor« kind and liberal policy towards the loyal 
colonists in America, ta which th^y are entitled from theiv 
sufferings ind losses in the cause of the mother country, 
cannot fail ultimately to be highly beneficial to the latter 
In every point pf view, political and commercial. 

From rscent information, it appears there were at the 
close of last season, cargoes of timber jM^epared at Quebec 
for lOd sail of ships, for which suiHcient tonnage could 
not be obtained ; and it is the opinion of many persons 
well acquainted with the trade, that with common industrjr 
two voyages may be made in a year from Quebec to any 
pairt of Great Britain and Ireland, though it may be thought 
that the severity of the winter in that country is unfavom> 
able, by reason of the rivers being frozen ; but the reverse is 
the fact, for to active exertion in procuring timber, it proves 
a great facility, by enabling the wood-cutters 10 draw the 
timber from the woods on the snow, to the banks of rivers^ 
from whence they are floated in the spring. 

It has likewise been suggested, that it would afford sufficient 
encouragement to the timber trade of the British colonies, 
to extend the duties f imposed in Great Britain on the inipoiw 
tadonof other^*ei^/i timber, to the timber imported from 
the United States, and thus promote the British timber 
trade, whilst it gave effect to the treaties between Great 
Britain and other powers from whose dominions timber i$ 
brought ; and which it was stipulated, in such treaties, should 
be put on the same footing as the most favoured nation. 
This discrimination in favour of the timber trade of the 
' United States cannot, it is presumed, be justified under the 
present situation of the Kihg^s colonie^> or consistently with 
t:he treaties with other states. 

This trade, besides these and other obvious advantages^ 
will, in future, be the means of keeping within the British 
i^pminionsj a great number of the King's subjects, whosc^ a^? 

* i/i^. Baring's examination, &c. p. 31. 

t See opposite statement A, shewing the duties imposed on timber, 
^c. from the IJnit^ States^ 9Pd frpm Ptli«r C9untri|?8| distingqtihing 
(Bach, . ' 
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nual emigration has encreased 'the population of the United 
States to an alarming extent, a great proportion of which 
may be recovered, and induced to settle in the British 
provinces. The spirit of emigration* to the United States 
is known to be kept up^more on the reputation of the 
advantages obtained by formet adventurers, than from 
any benefit which that country now affords. It must 
be apparent to every attentive travdler in passing through 
the United States, that the labour of America is in a 
great measure performed by the native of the old coun- 
tries, who, on their first emigration, might with very little 
tl*ouble have been settled in the British provinces, which 
ar^ the only states hi North America that furnish to emi- 
grants good lands convenient to navigation \\t becomes therc^ 
tore an object of great national importance to, consider of 
the best means to encourage persons disposed to emigrate, 
to give a preference to the British colonies in North America* 

The circumstance of the navigation of the river St. Law- 
rence, being occasionally frozen over part of the year, is not 
so great an impediment to the trade of Canada as represented, 
for though it. may afiect lumber, the freight of which is a ma- 
terial consideration, yet it cannot injure the trade in flourf, 
which, if properly packed, is not liable to damage in a short 
time ; besides, the trade to the West Indies from this pro- 
vince may, to obviate that difiiculty, be so timedf as the/ trade 
between Canada and Great Britain, and no inconvenience or 
interruption can then arise. 

The recent contracts entered into by different branches of 
the public service for white oak staves§ from Canada, and for 
a considerable quantity of masts, bowsprits, spars and other 
naval timberll, will tend in some degree to revive the trade 
of the British provinces, which have not been so adequately 
encouraged by the mother country as true policy required. 
To induce them to engage more extensively in the cultivation 
of their lands, and in the timber trade and fisheries, en- 
couragement by bounties or otherwise should be afforded 
them," and permanent legislative reguUtions adopted, 
so that they may be secured, in future, irom those evils 

♦ Sec Earl Selkirk on Emigration.— Weld's TraTcls.— Eden on 
Maritime Rights. 
+ lUfport of the Board of Trade in 17^4 
^Appendix, No. 8. p. 190. 
ilbid. 
II Ibid, ao6. 
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they have so severely felt, from the temp<Mrsry and kn-" . 

S>litic expedients resorted to by the government of Great 
ritain, in the regulation of the trade and intercourse be- 
tween the King's dominions and the United States of 
America. 

The other productions of Canada are, wheats peas, beans, 
barley, oats, and potatoes^. The timber consists of oak, firs, 
pitch pine, ash, elm, beech, bicch, and maple. They 
likewise trade in furs, feathers, fish oU» salt provisionSf 
and many other articles; but more extensive information 
on this subject may be obtained by reference to the exports 
and imports of the provinces, and to the memorials and 
other documents transmitted by the colonists to government, 
some of which are printed in the Appendix to this volume,las 
it is probable, discussions may arise on thes6 subjects before 
the existing differences with the United States are finally 
adjusted. The facts disclosed in these papers cannot fail to 
interest the feelings of the English nation $ and it is to be 
ho]^d, the present administration will realise the expecta-^ 
tions which have Ilten formed of their intention to carry 
into effect the measures contemplated by Mr. FrtTy for the 
relief of these provinces and of the West India ai^d Shipping 
interests, namely, by the resumption ** of those maritimi^ 
*^ RIGHTS which our forefathers fought and bled to establish, 
*' and to maintain which Great Britain, even within our own 
** remembrance, while at war with aU the great maritime 
** powers of Europe, who ttUn disputed with her the sov£- 
^* REiGNTT OF THE SEAS, attacked and crushed the northern 
<f* canfederacyfJ*^ 

It has long been an object of the government of this 
country, to promote and encourage the cultivation of hemp 
and flax in the British colonies in .America ; and for that 
purpose bounties have been given, and various means j: adopt** 
fd to attain an object of such importance, as that of raising, 
within the British Empire, these two valuable materials; 'and 

* Appendix, No. 8. It is likewise stated* that iron ore and copper 
ore have been discovered and found in great abundance^ in many 
parts of these two provinces. ^ Remarks on th^ Conduct of Russia 
and France," p. loi. 

t Concessions to America, &c« p. ^S. 

^ Transactions of the Society of Arts, &c. vol. 21, See. By the 24th 
Hen. 8. c. 6, it was enacted that '* £very person having in his occu- 
pation threescore acres of laAd apt for tillage, should sow one rood 
with flax or hemp seed, on pain to forfeit S x. 4 ^« for every forty acres. 
An acre to be counted 160 perches, and every perch 16 foot and a 
bsilft" See alS0|.4 1 Hen. 8* c* 11*9 00 the culture of hemp at Bridport 
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there can be no doabt, that if measures are now adopted to 
secure the home market to the growers of then! for a reason* 
aUe periodt such extended cultiTation and 'improved ma« 
nagement will take place as will render Great Britain in a 
very few years independent of foreign countries for these 
raw materials of her manufactures*. 

Early in the present reign the attention of the legislature 
was a^amdirected to this subject, and by the 4th Geo. 3.C.26. 
which states^ " that the encouragement of hemp and rough 
** and undressed flax from his Majesty's colonies and plan* 
^ tations in America, would be the means of furnishing this 
** kingdom with sail clotji and cordage (so essentially neces- 
^ sary for the supply of his Majesty's royal navy, as well as 
^ for ships in the merchants* service), and tend to make the 
^.supply of such materials cheaper and less precarious }" it 
was enacted, that from and after the 24th June, 1764, until 
the 24th June, 1 t6d, certain bounties should be paid on the 
importation of hemp, water rotted, bright and clean, or any 
rougher and undressed flax into Gr£At Britain from the 
British colonies in America, in ships navigated according to 
law, and the same was continued by the 26th Geo. 3. c. 53. s. 
12. to the 24th June, 1806, and from thence by the 46th 
Geo. 3. c 29. s. 4. to the 25th March, 1808. 

Within the last two years proper persons have been ap- 
pointed by government to superintend and aid the exertions 
of the colonists who might be induced to cultivate this article 
in Canada ; but the encouragement hitherto afibrded has not 
been considered adequate, or likely to induce the generality 
of landholders to engage extensively in the cultivation of 
hemp. It has unfortunately happened that of the hemp seed 

and the qsanufacture of cordage there. These two acts were continued 
by the 33d Hen. 8< c. 1 7 for a limited period ; and by the id sect, of this 
act. It was enacted that hemp or flax should not be watered in any 
river» stream* or pond, where beasts were used to be watered^ but only 
in the grounds or pits for the same ordained, on pain of forfeiture as 
therein mentioned. These two acts having expired, the 24th Hen. S. 
c* 6. was revived and altered* by the sth £uz. c. $. s. 19. which enact- 
ed, that instead of one rood* as therein mentioned* one whole acre or 
Jess, as by proclamation should be limited. Should be sown with 
linseed, otherwise flax seed* or hemp ; but these statutes were after- 
wards repealed by the 35th Eliz. c. 7. s. zi. Tbe other acts on this 
subject are the 1 5th Chas. z. c. 15. — 2d W. and M. sess. 2. c« 4* s. Sip 
31* — ^4th W. and M. c 3- — 7th and Sth W. 3. c. 39. — nth and nth 
W. 3. c. 16.' — ist Ann. stat. 2. c. 8. — Ibid. c. i8* — 3d and 4th Ann. 
c. 10. — Sth Geo. I. c. xa. — ^4th Geo. a. c. a;.-— aid Geo. a> c*7, and 
those mentioned in the text. 
* Sir Vi VI Bden^ on Maritime Rights. 



salt out to this colony) a ccmsadarafale part turned* out to he 
kiln dried^ The soil for hemp should be richj deep» hght» 
and moderately dry. Of this description much ca^i be found 
on the banks of the creeks and rivers in Canadaf • Uppj^ 
Canada, from the nature of its soil and ciimate» has been 
thought to be peculiarly well adapted to the cultivs^ion of 
hemp, and some good samples have been produced and 
brought from thence. Whether it will ever become an 
article of general cultivation in this province is dubious f 
from the high price of labour, and the loss it is supposed a 
farmer would sustain by the culture of hemp instead'of wheat 
and other grain. This /apprehension, however, does not 
apply to New Brunswick or Nova Scotia, where the. lands 
are equally good, and calculated for the cultivation of this' 
valuable article^ and where it appears experiments have been 
made with success and profit. 

•* Estimate of the produce and expence of an acre of land 
cultivated with hemp in Nfroa Scotia. 
PRODUCE. 
Ten hundred weight, at 85^. per cwt, -- - £\'^ 10 
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ExPENCES. 

First ploughing^ 7^. 6rf. second and third, 8^. - 15 6 
Three harrowings --------- 060 

Two l^ushels of seeds, at 12j. -----•! 4o 

Sowing, covering seed, and water forrowing - 5 
Pulling, eight day's work, at 25. 6d. - - - - 1 O O 

Drying and bundling, two days -^---050 
Watering, grassing, drying, and housing - - - 1 
Carting to and from the water, say one mile - 10 
Dressing ten hundred weightf five days' work,? ^ n O 
- per hundred weight, 2s. a day - - - 5 
Rent of land ---.--lOO 
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Total expence «£ll 5 6 

^ •— — — — ^-^— ^ 

^ Clear profit per acre £S 4 6 ^ 

In this calculation abundance of labour b allowed, and 
large prices for it, particularly for the dressing, which is the 
heaviest expence. In the winter season, labourers might be 
paid and fed for half the wages allowed, and would soon, it. 
is thought, do more work. Yet after deducting all expences^ 

* Wissctt on Jhc Cultivation and Preparation ofHemp. 
t Transactions of the Society of Arts, ^c.vol. IZK p- 457* 
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and the rent of the hnd, there is, in this instance, a clear, 
profit, exceeding the whole produce of an acre of the best 
wteat*." 

In Lower Canada flax is raised, of which the inhabitants * 
make coarse sheeting and sacking, and some seed is annually 
exported from thence to Great Britain and Ireland. Under 
the present circumstances of Europe, it appears not impro- 
bable that the cultivation of this plant may be successniUy 
extended in the British colonies, not with a view to rnanu* 
iactures there, which certainly would not answer, but to 
supply Ireland with flax-^seed for her manufactures. It is 
unnecessary to enlarge on the national advantages which 
will result from producing within the king^s dominions 
hemp and flax, to such an extent as would neai;ly supply the 
whole demand of those articles for naval stdres and manu- 
Pictures, and also com f and other grain, with timber sufEci- 
fnt for the general ccmsumption of the empire ; for though 
there may be a scarcity of oak timber in Great Britain, the 
oak of the colonies is little inferior to it, and is equal to 
foreign oak ; besides there are many other species of timber 
which might be substituted in shipbuilding, and can be ob* 
tained in several of the other dependencies. It is, theile- 
fore, an object of importance to consider how these resourcesi^ 
which it b reasonable to conclude the British empire possesses 
within itself, are to be called forth with the speecUest and 
greatest possible advantage to the state ; consequently it be- 
comes a fit subject for irnmediaie x:onsiderzuon and inquiry; 
which it is to be regretted cannot be pursued with effect^ 
whilst his Majesty's ministers are so systematically opposed 

in all their measures. 

. I A s the SEA 
Your empire owns Xt and from a thousand shores 
, Wafts all the pomp of life into your ports j 
So with supenor boon may your rich soil, 
' Exuberant) nature's blessings pour 

O'er every land, the naked nations clothe, 
And he th' exhaustUss granary of a world t Th o m r s o k, 
* Annals of Agriculture. 

t See Dr. Johnson's thoughts on agriculture, wherein he says^ 
'' when Britain was subject to the Romans, she annually supplied * 
them with great quantities of corn." The authority on which this . 
fact is stated is most probably from Strabo. For a very interesting 
accoont of the Exports and Imports and Shipping of Great Britain 
from A. A. C. 5 5, to A. D. 449* see Henry s History of England, 
vol. 2^. p. 10$. 

X See Waller's panegyric on Cromwell, 4to. p. t8o, Sec. and most of 
the other English poets, for many brilliai^ and happy allusionato the 
maritime prepondieraDcy, of Great Britain. 
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Nova Nova Scotia. — ^This province was originally granted ti> 
aSniw Sir William Alexander, in 1621, and in 1784, it was divided 

Brun»- into two States, namely. Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

wick* Xheir situation is more advantageous to Great Britain than any 
other on the continent of North America ; not only front 
their connexion with Canada, the adjacent British islands 
and the fisheries, and fr<»n their nearer proximity to the 
mother country, than the other dependencies, but also from 
the superior excellence a^d number of their harbours, creeks 
and itUets, and the facility with which they can supply the 
British West Indi^ islands with the various kinds of lumber^, 
boards, scantling) staves and shingles, live stock, such as 
horseS) oxen, sheep and hogs} picUed and. dried fish, and 
salt provisions, namely, beef, pork, and butter ; which articles, 
Were the navigation laws enforced, could be had from thence 
in British bottoms, and delivered in the British West Iiidisi 
islands at as cheap rates as they are now furnished in Ame«' 
rican vessels from the United States, and with greater cer* 
tainty and regularity, instead of the precarious supplies they 
now receive from thence. It is well known the Americans 
will not supply the British islands, if there is the least cha#ce' 
of an advanced price to be had -for such articles in the foreign 
islands, the Mediterranean, or elsewhere ; the consequence of 
which is, that our islands are frequently .experiencing incon- 
venience from scarcity, whilst at other times their markets 
are glutted; and thus it is, the £ngli3h merchants are driven 
out of the colonial supply tx^A^ from its uncertainty and 
great fluctuation. 

The situation of Nova Scotia is highly important to 
Great Britain, as a maritime power, for Jthe excellent op* 
portunities it affords for the accommodation of the navy, 
lying considerably to the eastward of the United States, and 
afibrding shelter and protection on every side, by means of its 
numerous harbours, which are well adapted for ship-building, 
the fisheries, and the timber trade, from the peculiar advan- 
tage of being accessible at all seasons of the year. 

The woods of these provinces abound with all the various 
kinds of timber to be founfl in Hew England. The pin^ 
forests are not only valuable for frirnishing masts, spars, all 
kinds of lumber, oak staves excepted, and ship timber, but 
likewise may be made to produce occasional supplies of tar, 
pitch and turpentine. The various species of birch, beech, 
ehn, maple and spruce, are found in all parts in^reat abun* 
dance. 
These two provinces^ likewise, produce considerable crops 



( xlv ) 

of Indian eorn^ wheat, barley, rye> oats^ pea$, and beans. 
The cultivation of which might be much extended, if the 
provinces received dye attention and encouragement: in* 
deed, they have become objects highlv interesting to the 
mother country, and are deserving the attention of the 
legislature ^ who should direct inquiries to be made as to 
the nature, soil, and resources of them, the land being 
generally well adapted for the cultivation of all sorts of 
gram, and of hemp, flax, and tobacco. , 

On every part of the coast there are fishing banks, of 
various extent, and in different depths of water, on which 
cod-fish is found in all seasons, notwithstanding the repre- 
sentations to the contrary. ^ The variety of sea and river • 
fish is great; those taken and cured for exportation are, 
the cod, herrings, -mackarel, the shad, and salmon, which 
can be procured in any quantities. Fish can be cured, and 
carried from Newfoundland and the Bay of Fundy to the 
West Indies at as cheap a rate, and of a superior quality, 
than most of the fish sent from the United States. Herrings 
have hitherto been carried to the West Indies from these 
twQ provinces at a cheaper rate than from Great Britain *« 
The Bay of Fundy abounds with, seal, the oil of which is 
preferable to the whale, besides the useful purposes to which 
its jskin is applied. The numerous harbours in this bay are, 
likewise, accessible at all seasons of the yesu*, and its navi- 
gation much more certain and less dangerous, than many 
other parts of the American coast. 

It is not, however, t& be expected that the inhabitants 
of these two provinces will become extensive exporters of 
grain ; the soil, as well as cliipate, being so much better 
adapted for other valuable pursuits, to grazing in particular.^ 
In all those parts which are called the New England States, 
it has by experience been found to be the most; advantageous 
occupation ; and, long as they have been settled, it is knowix 
they still prefer importing from other places the flour 
and corn they consume, to raising it themselves. For graz- 
ing, no part of the United States can exceed these provinces ; 
hojrses, oxen, sheep f, swine, poultryi and, all the varioud* 

* Appendix, No. S. p. i^o. 
' t By 46 Geo. III. c. xvii. which passed on the i^d March, 180$, 
tujooiy the produce of the British plantations in America^ is allowed to 
be imported into the United Kingdom, notwithstanding the loth and 
4ith William III. c x. s. 19. until the ajth March, 1809 ; and accounts 
<tf the wool so imported are directed to be made up annually by the 
commisMOiiers of the customs and revenue, ii\ Great Britain and 
Iretttd, 
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articles under the denomination of live stocky arc ther^ 
raised in the greatest abundance, and sold at the lonrest 
prices i in proof of which, it is only necessary to menpon^ 
that formerly the inhabitants of Hali&x and St. John's 
were accustomed to import these articles from Boston, 
and other places; but now» in addition to the j^arge 
quantities required for home-^ronyumption, his Majesty's 
navy on the American station, and occasionally that on the 
West India station, ^ith the King's troops in both provinces^ 
are amply supplied with live stock and fresh provisions, and 
several thousand barrels of salted beef and pork are annuall]f 
exported. 

Numerous saw-mills have been lately erected in various 
parts of Nova Scotia and>^ew Brunswick, and there is every 
reason to believe, that, with the assistance of Canada for oak 
staves, they are fully adequate to supply the lumber required 
in the British Weft India islands; but of this fact no just 
estimate can be formed, whilst the r^axations of the navi- 
gation and colonial system are persisted in and continued, 
^fid whilst so great a proportion of that article, though 
prepared hj British labour, is carried to market m American 
vessels : yet, if it should appear on investigation that the 
quantity of lumber prepared in these colonies is not, at 
present, quite equal to the consumption in the British West 
India isltods, the remainder of the supply may easily be 
obtained from the United States in British ships, if the 
trade was revived and again regularly established^ and of 
which no doubt can be entertained, from the offers of the . 
merchants at New York, in 1805, when they apprehended 
the old system was to be resumed^. It is, however, neces- 
sary to state, there is no occasion whatever for sugar to be^ 
exported in casks ; it may as well be packed in boxes^ made 
of any kind of wood, similar to those used for the same pur- 
pose in the foreign Colonies, or be put into bags like the sugar 
imported from the East Indies and other places. 

Iron ore f abounds in many places, as well as lime-stone, 

* Reports of the Board of Trade in 1784 and 1791, and also de- 
bates on the American Intercourse Bill in 1806. — See the letters from 
New York, Jan. 1805, in Lord ShefiSeld's Strictures, p. 162. Copies 
of similar letters, it is understood, were delivered to one of the late 
ministers, at the interview of the merchants and ship-owners on the 
American Intercourse BilL 

f Copper ore, the produce of the BritUb plantations in America,dt 
subjected by the 8th Geo. I. c. xviii. s. 22. to the same regulations as 
•other enumerated commodities of the like nature, and the same has 
been continued by subsequent statutes to the 29th Sept. 1809, and 
from thence u&til the end of the then next sessioo of Parliament. 
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{rin<l-st<mey and coal whick is to be found in abundance ii| 
the eastern and northern parts of the province *^ The 
export of gypsum has been aheady stated to be an object 
of great importance, and the carriage of it, if confined to 
British ships, cannot fail to encourage ship-building in the 
provinces ; to which there is reason to believe the United 
States must resort for coal in a very few years, as other 
kinds of fuel have become scarce and dear in the sea-port 
towi^ of the eastern provinces of the United States. 

Thi^ country along the shores of the river St. John, 
extending across the province of New Brunswick more 
than 200 miles, and other leaser rivers in the same province, 
abounds with pine trees of variojos dimensions, suitsible for. 
masts, &c. i<k the navy, more in number and value thaa 
are to be found in the King's other provinces in America, that 
is, in the vicinity of large rivers, fpr from no other situation 
can they be conveniently brought to market. From wkhin 
a few miles of these rivers, the largest masts are drawn 09 
the snow, when from 2 to 3 feet deep, with teaois of 20 or 
more pairs of large oxen, to the banks of the rivers, from 
whence after the ice is. gone, and the rivers are full, and in 
some places overflown, they are floated to their mouths and 
exported to Grreat Britain. 

^ In this point of view the province of New Brunswick 15 
more valuable and important to the mother country^ than 
the other provinces. 

The other products of New Brunswick are similar to tho&e 
of Nova^cotia. ^ Its staple commodities are, however, fisk, 
lumber^ and f salted provisions; of iSsh there was exported 
from New Brunswick, in 1806, to Jamaica, 35,000 barrels, 
besides about 1S,060 barrels to the United States, fox 4mtra>' 
band articles, in addition to which, there was also exported 
to the Wesft-Indies upwards of .2,000 barrels of beef, besides 
pork. It also appears in the same year, there was shipped ia 

American vessels, from the islands in the Bay of Passama- 

* Poft^ ' Appendix, No. VI. page 102 ; the memorial fros} ^ 
Halifax. 

t Extract from a letter from Trinidad,. dated the i^d of Febraaiy^ 
1808, to a merchant in London.--'^ My last advised the receipt of 
yourfitvpur covering Invoice and Bills of lading of — ban-els, &c 
of beef and pork shipped by the — — . • Our market has ,been lately 
supplied very abundantly with' salt provisions from Nmva Scdiia^ 5cc.; 
there is cohseqnently very little prospect of a speedy sale, and M they 
sell their provisions, so much lofwer^ than provisions from Ireland ca0 
))e afforded act, I cannoi encourage you to repeat your shipmeut" 
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, qubddy^ upwards oi five miliums feet of pine boards^ ^ which 
were s^awn at the mills on the streams on the British side of 
the boundary line. 

The bounty granted in 1806^ on fish exported from 
these colonies to the British West-India islands, was likely 
to have revived and encouraged the fisheries; but whe- 
ther from design or from American influence, the views «of 
the British government were that year in some measure 
frustrated at Jamaica, from the people there, giving the 
herrings exported from New Brunswick the nzcaeof shads ^ 
thereby reducing the bounty from 2s.6d.to Is. 6d. per barrel. 
This sort of fish is generally known by the name of herrings, 
though they are sometimes called alewives (clupea serrata) 
and are no doubt the fish on which government intended 
the duty of 2s. 6d. per barrel should be allowed, their object 
being evidently to encourage the exportation, from the 
provinces, of such pickled fish as were produced there and 
used in the British West4ndia islands. 

This fish, which the inhabitants denominate herrings and 
sometimes alewives, is a species peculiarly adapted for the 
West-India market, being equally nutritious with the her- 
rings from Europe, and possessing a greater degree of 
firmness, they are capable of being kept longer in warm 
climates. In such abundance are they to be found, that the 
quantity cured can only be limited by the'insuiEcient num«>«^ 
ber of hands employed in that business. 

The lull bounty of 2s. 6d. per barrel has since been paid, 
in consequence of the arrangements which have recently been 
adopted, to secure it to the British North American colonies, 
according to the intention of government. The statement 
of the imports and exports, which was laid before the house 
of assemUy of Jamaica, during their late session, shews haw 

* The annual export of lumber from New Brunswick, prior to 
zSo4 J exceeded /^ff milUons of feet. See post, appendix, No. 5, 
p.- 100, which is' neatly equal to the whole amount of the import of 
iumier in Jamaica in 1 8 05-6. The Editor regrets he has not bxn able 
to ascertain the amount of the emortof /umher from Nova Scotia and 
Canada, it is however believed to be considerable. Account idlmmh& 
imported into the island of Jamaica, between the 30th of September^ 
1805, and the 30th September, i8o6. 

•British American Colonics 770,709 •* British 

United States 10,096,031 — « American 

Ditto ,a68,629 «- British 

Total feet 11,135,369. 
Sec Yorke'8 Review, a VoL p. 3 1 8. 
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large a proportion of all the pickled and dried fish imported 
into that island last year was taken from the British colonies 
in America, and when it is considered that the principal part 
of those imported in American bottoms, and which are pre- • 
sumed to be American fish, were in reality caught and cured 
by the British Colonists in North America, there surely cannot 
be a doubt of their capability to furnish the British West- 
India islands, in conjunction witH.^the mother country, with 
ample supplies of that necessary and valuable article. It 
was probably, on this presumption, that in the late order 
of council * the article of fish was added to those of beef, 
pork, and butter, which constituted the articles excepted 
and not allowed to be imported in American vessels. The * 
object of including fish in this exception has, however, 
been entirely frustrated ; for it appears by the Jamaica 
newspapers, that fish is still allowed to be imported into 
that island in American bottoms. If the subjects of the 
United States were restricted, in totoy from the carriage of this 
and other articles in their own vessels, the British colonists 
would willingly relinquish their claim to the bounty, and then, 
but not. until then, will their resources be duly appreciated 
and known. From what these two provinces, with Canada, 
have already done, under circumstances very inauspicious, it 
may be fairly presumed, they .are capable under proper 
encouragement, of furnishing large and abundant supplies of 
the articles consumed in the British West -India islands. 

The danger of a scarcity of this article ia the British West- 
India islands, which has been so repeatedly re-echoed by the 
advocates of the. new system, is as absurd, as the misrepresen- 
tationsf of the supporters of the intercourse bill, in 1806,^ 

• The order of council of the ist July, 1807. 

^\ ^ Woodfall's Parliamentary Register, 2 2d May 1806, p. 485, . 
wherein it is represented a certain noble Earl stated, that " owing to 
^the interruption of the intercourse during the American war, it bad 

. heen 0scertaine4 that about 15,000 Degrees hsid died for ivantf or from 

, being iinproperly fed, in ^he Island of Jamaica alone, in the course 
9i 6 yearsV!!! See. also the newspapers of the asd of that month. 

Sir William Toungf evidently aware that the clamour raised on thit 
C^Q^nd was unfounded and not warranted by the fact, observes in his 

^ Coihniba Place-book with more pnidencc ** that much distress «mwj 
a!le4fK4$ that it had even been said, that a number of negroes in 
Jama^ to the amount of 1 5 ,000 had died oifamine^ that he mentioned * 
'w^s^afnrent reporty but did not vouch as fact, what be could not 
authenticate/' p. Z30,j[3x.— The truth is, there was not any scarcity, 

" E / 
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were weak and mischievous; for it is notorious to every 
person connected with Jafhaica, that the average price of 
pickled and dried fish, throughout the whole of that year was 
only from five to six dollars the barrel and quintal, and lumber 
and every other article at the same proportionate low rate*. 

In the intercourse,, which the subjects of the United 
States maintain with tieir other allies^ they are obliged to 
pay heavy duties on 9II thii^articleis they carry to, or bring 
from their West-India islands; although the want of such 
articles must be as great, if not greater, in those settlements, 
than in the British islands; it is also well known that the 
duties imposed on cargoes imported into the United States, 
in British ships, are very considerable ; in no instance less 
than £\5 per cent, ad valorem) and in many upwards of ;^ 30 
per cent. If, then, this indulgence is continued, and the 
subjects of the United States are to be tolerated in their in- 
tercourse in their oivn vessels, with the British WestJndia 
islands, why not compel them to pay proportionate duties 
there ? It is a tribute, which without hesitation or reluctance, 
they pay to other powers, and which they exact fi^m Bfitish 
subjects in their own ports; it surely, therefore, ought on 
principles of reciprocity and justice, to be demanded firom 
them in British ports, in case the impolitic relaxations of the 
ancient system are any longer to be continued. It 6iay not 
be improper to observe that in some of the King's West -India 
settlements, there are tonnage and other island duties im* 
posed on British ships resorting there', but from which it fs 
stated American shipping have in many instances been 
iscemptedy f particularly those American vessels in which 
are imported articles allowed by Proclamation! 

The great change which has taken place in the condition 
of the British North American colonies^ since the indepen- 

though at the period alluded te many negroes died from the in-^ 
clemency of the weather during the hurricanes, but not in very great 
numbers, as Mr. Jenkins$n (now Earl Liverpool) stated in the debate 
on the intercourse, on the 17th February 1786. See also reports <^ 
board of trade, 1784 andi79x. 

t Post, Appendix, Nos. 5 and ^. 

t. See Appendix, p. 104, 106, which points out the necessity of 
requiring the governors of Uic West-India islands, to transmit annually 
to government, statements of th^ colonial duties imposed on the im- 
ports and exports of the islands, and on the shipping employed ia 
that trade. 
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dence of the United States, renders part of the colonial 
system inapplicable to their present state^ as they are more 
in contact with countries, which have become foreign to 
Great Britain, and have not only the facilities of interfering 
in their trade, which so obviously arise from similarity of 
manners and language, as well as proximity of situation; 
but also from a right by treaty of entering all their ports ^ iays, 
and harbours for the ostensible purpose oi fishing* • lliese causes 
operating on the restricted state of the trade of the provinces, 
have brought the contraband trade with the United States 
to such a regular system^ that the duties upon the exports of 
the United States, to foreign countries, which are drawn 
back in favour of their trade to all other places, are withheld 
on their exports to Canada, Nova-Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick; so little do they consider- the British merchant as a sue- 
cessfiil competitor in this trade, that the consumer has the fall 
duties of the United States added to the price of the foreign 
commodities, with which the provinces are supplied in a con- 
traband way, and this is effected without the British mer« 
chant's being able to rival them in the articles of East-India 
and West-India productions, the manufactures of Great Bri-* 
tain and Ireland, foreign liquors, wines, oil, and fruit, which 
are supplied from the United States, in quantities sufficient to 
constitute a great part of the whole consumption of the King*s 
provinces. On this trade^ in addition to mercantile profits, 
and besides the advantage of the returns in fish, lumber, furs, 
feathers, butter, oil, plaister of Paris, and money, the govern^ 
meht of the United States have the full amount of the duties, 
as well upon the articles ettporiedy as upon most of those im* 
ported.\ Whilst the advantages of this contraband trade are. 
so great, it is impossible fbr the most vigilant revenue officers 
in the provinces to do little more than enforce obedience to 
the law on the part of the honest trader, who is under such 
depressing circumstances deterred from actively pursuing 
and extending his commercial concerns. 

To enable the fair trader to enter into competition with^ 
the contraband trader, by carrying the fish suited for the 
European market to the place of it« consumption, it became 
desirable that he should be allowed to make the return 
of his fish cargo in (rther articles besides s^lt ; which was 
tbe only article, prior to 1806, he was permitted to 

* See Appendix, Kos. 5, ^, and 7* 
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bring back: it was therefore suggested by an eminent 
' character connected with the provinces , that it would 
be highly beneficial if the merchants could import wine« 
oil, and fruit, in addition to salt ; that the trade would 
then become an object deserving their attention, as the salt 
alone would not produce, in point of value, . an adequate 
return. That such indulgence would take from the mer- 
chants of the United States, the export of the fish of thfe 
British provinces, to the European market, on which they 
had the profit, and the government of that country, a duty 
of half a dollar per quintal, and enable the British merchants 
to supply the King's provinces with those articles pf con- 
sumption, which were then principally furnished in a contra- 
band way from the United States, and that it would also 
tend to revive the fish trade to turope, which the British 
merchants in the colonies had been obliged to abandon. 

It was further represented, that it was an indulgence to 
which the province of Nova Scotia bad an additional claim 
under the resolution of the house of commons in 1775, when 
the necessity of the measure was not so obvious.—" Resolved, 
' *^ That it is the opinion of this committee, that it will be ad- 
•* viseable to admit a direct importation into the province of 
** Nova Scotia. by His MaJ€sty*s subjects, in ships and vessels 
*' qualified by Icew^ of all wines, oranges, lemons, currants ' 
** and raisins, the growth and produce of any foreign country 
** whatsoever, provided such wines, oranges, lemons, cur- 
** rants and raisins, be imported directly from the place of 
** their growth and prpduce, and provided also that the said 
" commodities be not importcfd into any other part or place 
*5 within the said province, except the port of Halifax*."-^/ 
This- resolution originated in a petition from Nova Scotia, 
which created much debate and opposition, but was ulti- 
^ mately carried and a bill ordered to be brought in on the 
subject, but which does not appear to haye been donef . 

This suggestion, to a certain extent, was afterwards adopt- 
ed, it being deemed expedient to depart in this instance, 
from a principal point of policy in our colonial system, that 
of confining to the mother country, the export of European 
articles for the supply of the colonies ; but this was in an in-» ' 
stance, where a colonial object could at the same. time be 
greatly promoted, without injury to British Shipping or 

♦ Commons Journal, vol. 35. p. 400,467—16 Geo. S. 17T5. 
t Parliamentary Debates, Oct and Nov. 1 77(^. 
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British manufactures ; indeed, it might be called an object of 
the mother country, as the benefits of the fishery, more than 
any other branch of colonial trade, seem to centre directly in 
this kingdom, especially those of the Newfoundland fisheries. 
' In the distress occasioned to the British fisheries by the war 
in the countries of the Mediterranean, it was considered 
whether a depot of fish could not be made at Gibraltar and 
Malta, and the ancient markets supplied from stores laid up 
at those places. In projecting this new trade, it was seen, 
that not only a great easement would be given to the British 
fisheries, but great encouragement would be holden out to 
foreign purchasers, if the European produce required in the 
colonies could be shipped directly from those two places o£ 
resort.— To authorise this, it was enacted by the statute 46 
Geo. 3. c. 11 6, that/rwiV, winef oil, salt^ or cork^ the produce 
of Europe, maybe shipped at Malta, or Gibraltar, for exporta- 
tion direct to th^ king's plantations in North America, in any 
British-buUt ship, navigated according to law^ which shall 
arrive with the^ produce of those fisheries, taken and cured 
by His Majesty's subjects, carrying on the same from any of 
the said plantations, or from Great Britain or Ireland re- 
spectively. 

The effect of this regulation, which is too limited, and 
should not have been confined to Malta and Gibraltar, 
cannol be (pit during the present war; it is, however, 
proper to observe, that the return cargoes of Euro- 
pean produce, are restricted to be carried in British ship- 
ping. — This act; passed soon after the American intercourse 
bill in 1806, and was introduced by the late ministers, who 
ought, in thai instance, to have acted with the $ame patriotic 
a£id national feeling as they did in this case, and have con- 
fined, the trade between the British West India islands and 
the United States to British shipping. 

From various causes, the British North American fisheries 
have languished and declined ; amongst them, the most pror 
minent are those before stated ; the improvident grants of 
islands in the bays to private individuals ; and the impress of 
the men belonging to the fishing^essels. — ^The impress of the 
fishermen \^hile employed in the fisheries and coasting trade, 
instead of adding to tlie naval strength of the empire, di- 
minishes it, by inducing the fishermen to emigrate^ yfh&cehy 
the nursery for seamen is destroyed, as the fisheries formerly 
furnished most of the seamen who. navigated the British 
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merchant vessels in their intercourse with America^ and who 
in that capacity were always liable to serve his Majesty. 

The American trade and fishery to the coast of Lab^*adore 
and Streights of Bellisle, employed in I805, above nine 
hundred sail of vessels belonging to the United States ; if 
they were prevented from trading and fishing in the har^ 
hours and rivers of tharsettlement> they would abandon it^ 
as the sea fishery is not worth following, and the -trade and 
fishery would then be engaged and occupied by British sub- 
jects, who at present are excluded from any share in it, by 
the superior nun\bers of the Americans, who seize on every 
station which is advantageously situated, and hold the same 
to the exclusion of British subjects, and this is even >done 
-under some of the improvident grants before referred to. 

The Nova Scotia fishermen, thus excluded . from . the 
fishery of the gulph of St. Lawrence, by the subjects of the 
United States, have resorted to that part of the Newfound- 
land shore,- which was formerly occupied by the French, 
where there are some advantageous stations ; but they have 
been driven from thence by the officers of his Majesty's ships 
on the Newfoundland station imprudently impressing their 
mien. 

. The encouragement by the legislature of the fish trade to 
Europe, and to the British West India islands ; the preven- 
tion of the encroachments of the United States, on the islands 
in Passamaquoddy bay ; the suppression of the contraband 
trade carried on there, and securing to British fishermen pro- 
tection from the impress*, will revive a branch of trade in the 
British colonies, which is of the first importance to Great 
Britain, as a nursery for seamen, and which furnishes beyond 
any other, the most extended consumption of British 

* By the 41 st Geo. S. c. 21 . 8. 30. which was a temporary Act, persons 
employed in the fisheries were exempt from the impress, but which is 
not contained in the subsequent statutes, which continued some of 
the provisions of that Act ; indeed statutable protections from the im- 
press, have of late years (notwithstanding their importance as encou- 
ragement to persons to enter into the Merchants* service and fisheries) 
been too much disregarded, and the expence, trouble and vexation in 
the service of and in obtaining (by Habeas Corpus) the diM^harge of 
persons so protected, has been such, as not only to deter the owners 
and masters from applying for them, but likewise to discontinue 
taking apprentices as extensively as formerly. The costs of obtaining 
the writ of Habeas Corpus are inconsiderable ; it is the subsequent 
cbarees, and the difficulty of service by theremoval of the men from 
ship to ship, which constitute the greaf ezpcDCc and Inconvenience. 
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mantifactures.— It cannot be denied that the fisher^ ti the 
United Slates, by the wisdom of its government) increases to 
an astonbhing degree, under great disadvantages arising from 
the local sitttatKMi of their country. While the British fehery^ 
with every natural advantage in its favour, has declined every 
year, not only, £rom the interference of the Citizens of the 
United States, but also from the want of adequate encourage- 
ment by the Mother Country, which would soon revive it, 
and be the means of inducing great numbers of the fishermea 
who have emigrated, and are now employed in foreign 
semce, to return to their allegiance* 

Oh 18 there not some patriot, in whose power 
^That best, that godlike luznry is placed. 
Of blessing thousands, thousands yet unborn. 
Thro' late posterity ^ some, iai^e of soul. 
To cheer dejected industry ? ' 

And teach the labouring hand the sweets of toS' ' 

wkU venturoBB oar 

How to dash the wide billow^, nor look on, 

Sitamcfuify pauivey while Batavian* fleets 

Defraud us oi X\xg glittering fiinj swamuf 

That heave our firais, andcroud upon our shores ; 

How all-enlivening trade to rouse, jUid wing 

The. prosperous sail, from every growing port. 

Uninjured, round the sea-incircled globe; 

And thus, in soul united as in name. 

Bid fiRif AiN reign the Mistress of the Deep. 

Tho&tsov* 

The admission of neutral ships into the trade of the Briti^ 

West India Islands, has likewise proved seriously detrimental, 

not only, to the iniiiabitants of tlie British North An^erican 

proyinces, but also to many persons in the West India settle- 

mentsf , whose capitals were embarked in plantation shippings 

On the termination of the war in 1784, very few ships or 

vessels belonged to ^ese settlements, but the good effects of 

adhering to the navigation system after that period, were as 

striking as they are incontrovertible, as will be seen by^the 

rapid increase of colonial shipping} contrary to the assertioa 

of the West India planters, bewre the Board of Tradef 

who then stated, that any sbij^mg being fitted from the 

iskkfids was hopeless^:. 

'* For Batavian read American. . 

{In Bermuda and the Bahamas. 
Reports of the board of trade, in 1734 and 1T91, edit. l«Or, 
which ate highly deserving at this -time of grave attention from th4 



Th* foHowioK statement* clearly slie*s ^tmcrease und^ 
th7SS,^rAl decrease in the employment of piaM/a^l«« 
jiupping under the new system- 

Sups belonging to *e British ^^^j^^^J ^ ^Zl 
IS^t iiTJndlhe^'^ffl St.U induding 
• their repeated voyages. - ^^.^^^ ^^^^ ^^^_ . 

In 1794. when the navigation acts began _^^ ^^j^^^ ^^^^^ 

t<> be relaxed . • ,• * * •„„ * 
fc,8o4. in consequence of the suspension . ^, 619 , 616 

tifthe navigation laws • • *, \. . -. 

• Decrease in ten years , . 639 " 7»>3»t 4.489 

ShiDS belonging to the British North Amerkan pro™' 
and Soyed in the trade between those colonies and 
?he ShTwest India island, indudmg their repeated 

'°Pg*'' ' Ships. Tons. Men. 

In 1794. ^^hen the navigation acts began ■ ^ ^^^^^ 

to he suspended . • • • . * y f 

fa 1804, in consequence of the suspension . , ^^^ 

of the navigation laws • • . • '^ 

Increase in ten years • 1^ 9 ">994 7iS 

Increase of Ships belonging to and employ- 

cdinthetraaeQftheBnUsh^..^/;.^/^ g 

islands in ten years . ^ • »', ' ^ 11004 71% 

I>o.— The British North American colon es . la? i*>994 _7^ 

Total decrease in the employment of plan- i; ^ 

tation ships nn ten years, under the \ 768 9i>315 5 »^o7 
suspension of the navigation laws . J— .^ 

JfrtiuA ships, employed in the direct trade from the Unitj^ 
StaUs%\nci entered inwurds in preat Bntaiii, m the 
following years ; ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 



In 18069 



Decrease • . »^3 *5>S»^ 
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importantand valuable infomation t^^y "»*f."; *^«?'P^fde W 

framed by lord Liverpool when president of that bMfd. viae tra^ 

Seld on American commerce, and also Chalmer'sEstimate, p. 166, 

* See Mr. Rose's speech on the American IMercowse 5iU, iBp^. 
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British ships ein{doyed jn the direct trade to the United 
St0fs^ which cleared outwards from Great Britain in 
the following years: 

Sin/ J. Tons, Men* 
In 1786, . . . 213 39,651 

In i8o6y . . • 39 ^>73> 447 

Decrease . . 174 309910 
It must) however, be admitted, that the whole of the 
decrease of British ships employed in the direct trade with 
the United States was not, altogether, attributable to the 
suspension of the navigation act, as there were other 
causes which contributed to it ; yet, it is evident, how in- 
jurious the operation and effect of the new system have 
been on British plantation shipping, as well as on the ship- 
ping of Great Britain : the latter of which has, even within 
the last three years, decreased nearly one-half, viz. 

Ships built in Great Britain^ according to the returns to 

Parliament. 

Ships and Fes sets* Ships and Vessels. 
In 1803, . 1096 . decrease 

1804, . 714 381 

1805, . 713 » 
1806,* . 549 164 

Total decrease of ships and vessels > 71 
in three years ... 3 ^^' 

Thus, one of the most important branches of trade^ 
^hieh constitutes of itself a manufacture of the first impres- 
sion, from the employment which it affords, and the encou- 
ragement it gives to national industry, will continue to v de- 
cline, until the old system is revived, and the shipping of 
the empire are put on a more equal footing with the ships of 
foreign nations; either by an increase of the alien duties, or 
by the substitution of others, sufficient to countervail; the 
great difference in the expence of building and equipment 
of British ships and of those of other countries. 

* The account of ship- building in Great Britain for 1807 is not yet 
presented toparliament, but it is apprehended there is a further decrease 
of tonnage. It is, however, too obvious, from ^^e present state of the 
Private building-yards in Great Britain, there is little inclination to 
build jnerchant-ships; and, it appears, some inconvenience has been 
lately felt from the want of ves8el&.for the Irish trade, and in parts of 
the coasting trade. See also a table of the annual consumption of ship* 
ping in the Oollection of Reports on Navigation, edit. 1807* 



Tons* 


Tons. 


i>5>6i7 


decrease 
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12,786 


Total Toni 


'} 57,157 


decrease 
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N The new system originated in an of der of council of the 
16th January, 1795, which was extended by a subseqtfimt order 
of the 21st of the same month, and was afterwards estab- 
lished by the Dutch Property Acts, and those made in con- 
sequence of them : by which any neutral ships, whatsoever, 
and however manned, were allowed to bring to this kingdom 
nn^ sort of goods from cmy country or place whatsoever, under 
an order of his Majesty in council. The first act passed on 
this subject, was the 35th Geo. 3d« c. 15. which allowed the 
inhabitants of the United Provinces^ to bring and land their 
goods and e£fects in Great Britain, under the limitations 
therein mentioned; and, before the close of that session, 
by another act, the 35th Geo. 3d. c. 80. the proprietors of 
all goods that had or might afterwards come in, were al- 
lowed to take them out of warehouse, and either re* 
export or otherwise dispose of them, upon payment of the 
duties, and complying with the regulations contained in the 
act. 

By the 36th Geo. 3d. c. 76. a nenv principle was adopted, 
4md the provisiotis of the two former acts very generally 
extended, though for a limited period, under orders of 
council, to ships belonging to any country in amity with his 
Majesty, and which was, as well as the two former acts, 
continued by subsequent statutes ; namely, the 37th Ceo. 3d. 
c. 12. % the 38th Geo. 3. c. 9. ; and the 39th Geo. 3. c. 12. 
In the last of these sessions, by the statute c. 11^. the sus- 
pending power was further extended, and his Majesty au- 
thorized, for a limited period, to permit any such goods as 
should be specified in any order of council to be imported 
in ships belonging to the subjects of any state in amity with 
his majesty. 

These four acts relating to Neutral Ships were continued 
by the 39th and 40th Geo. 3d. c. 9. and c. 17. The jf^r^^ 
former were ^nally continued by the 39th and 40th Geo* 3« 
c. 65. to the 1st of January, 1804; and xht latter by the 
41st Geo. 3d. G. B. c. 20. which having expired, was 
renewed by the 41st Geo. 3. U. K. c. 19. and continued for 
d limited period. 

The Peace of Amiens soon after taking place, the three 
first. acts were taken into considaiation, and repealed by 
the 42d "G^. 3. c. 80., in which other provisions were 
substituted, for continuing this trade in neutral shipping, 
in a mann^ suppose to Be l^ss invidious tp the Shipping 
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Interest of Great Britain, until it should finally terminate^ 
and the Navigation System resumed as before the war. 
This act, however, authorized, under orders in council, the 
importation of the produce of any part of America or the 
West Indies, not under the King's dominions, in neutral 
ships, provided the goods so imported were warehoused} 
and not removed but on entry for re-exportation. 

This grievous extension of the New System having been 
seriously felt, and great injury resulting from it to the 
British Shipping Interest, his Majesty's then government, it 
appears, were induced to extend the same privileges to 
British Ships, by admitting them, under orders of council^ 
to the same advantages of importation which had been 
granted, and previously enjoyed by foreigners under the 
former acts. This extension was accordingly legalized by the 
42d Geo. 3. c. 80. sec. 2. ; and limited in its duration until 
the first of September 1 802 $ but even by this act certain 
articles, namely, rice, snuff, and tobacco, were excepted, 
though allowed to be imported in neutral shipping. This 
restriction on British Shipping was alleged to be in con- 
formity with the regulations established under the^levenue 
acts* 

After the renewal of the war, the New System was during 
Lord Sidmouth's administration more generally extended 
under the 43d Geo. 3. c. 153. which authorizes, under orders 
in council, the importation in neutral ships otany goods from 
iifty place belonging to 2(ny state not in amity with the king^ 
during the present war, and for six months after it. 

The provisions of this statute are very extensive ; the last 
section of the act being considered a virtual dispensation 
from the navigation system, in regard to countries with 
which we were at war; and the same discretionary power with 
respect to foVeign America, and the West Indies, was vested 
m his Majesty, as had been granted by the 42d Geo. 3* 
c. 80. which was revived and continued by the 44 Geo. 3. 
c. 30, until eight months after the ratification of a definitpc 
treaty of peace* 

These two statutes, the 42d Geo. 3. c. 80. ^and the 
43 Geo. 3. c. 153. with the 45th Geo. 3. c. 34. enabled his 
Majesty to grant all those facilities to neutrals which had been 
so justly complained of by the Shipping Imerest: the im* 
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portations und^ the latter act must be by licence from his 
Majesty, and of. articles^ the produce .or manufacture of 
countries, not prohibited to be used or consumed here. The 
trade carried on under this act differs from that under the 
S9th and 40th Geo. 3. c. 34. in as much as there is no 
restriction on the tonnage of the vessels ; and the articles 
imported under it may be sold iorhome consumption, except 
sugar and coffee, which must be warehoused for ex{y)rt- 
ation : it therefore only remained requisite to vest the same 
#power in his Majesty, with respect to countries in amity, 
which he had by the 43d Geo. 3. c. 153. in regard to coun- 
tries not in amity, and then the tvhole navigation system was 
liable to be suspended at discretion; which it appears had 
been done in some instances, even before this act passed \ 
but the illegality thereof was cured by an act of indenmity, 
namely by the 45th G^. 3. c. 33. 

By the 44th Geo. 3. c. 29. his Majesty was also autho- 
rized to allow certain enumerated articles to be imported in 
znj foreign ship, on payment of the same duties as in a 
British ship. This dct was limited in its duration, but 
afterwatds continued, with the addition of goat skins, by 
the 45th Geo. 3. c. 80., and further continued by the 4§th 
Geo. 3. c. 29. s. 9. to the 25th March, 1 808. It is to be 
observed, that none of the articles enumerated c6uld be im- 
ported from any place in a British ship, except goat skins, 
which were allowed under the 15th Geo. 3. c. 35. and 
which was made perpetual by the 3 1st Geo. 3. c. 43. 

These are the leading features of the several statutes, 
which established and- gaveper manency to ** the system 
of suspension;" attempted to be justified on thp presum- 
ed ground of necessity, but which, in the opinions of 
well-informed and disinterested persons, did not exist 
to warrant 3uch a radical change in a iEiindamental law 
of the land. The principle adopted in the apt which 
allowed goods to be imported in time oif p^ace in neutral 
vessels and to be warehoused for exportation had never 
been acted upon in any former peace ; nor was it warranted 
by tjien existing circumstances, for it is well known 
that at the close of the last war several thousand tons of 
British Shipping could not procure employment. It was 
.|he injurious operation of these acts^ which induced the 
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Ship Owners to apply so frequently between the yearsHSdl 

and 1 804 to the legislature and govemmenti but dieir appli* 
cations were not attended to, though the depression on the 
Shipping Interest began to be more generally and severely 
felt. 

The rapid discharge of seamen from the navy at the com* 
mencement of the late peace was also attended with great 
injury to the state, from the vast numbers of them who emi- 
grated to France* and other foreign states, in search of em^ 
ployment: many thousand tons df British Shipping were, 
likewise, obliged to be sold or let to foreigners, under cir<^ 
cumstances peculiarly distressing, especi^y ' those char- 
tered to the Dutch and French merchants ; and the owners 
of thq^e ships cannot fail to remember the losses they 
sustained by the want of protection which was on the com* 
mencement of this war so unaccountably withheld from 
themf. 

It may .perhaps be considered . invidious to make any 
farther observations on these transactions; they certainly 
tended considerably to increase the depression on British 
Shipping, and though it was difficult, in 1802, to obtain 
freights for them almost at any rate, neutral ships were 
continued to be employed in the trade of this country, in 
time oipeacef under orders in council. 

Whatever contrary opinions may have been promul- 
gated on this subject, the navigation laws were certainly 
violated and infringed by the importations inmeutral ships 
under the suspending acts; yet it has been asked, *^ where u 
*' the evidence that the principle of the navigation laiv was in the 
•* smallest degree vitOated-^r By the 12th Cha. 2. t. 18. the 
principle was established, of securing to British Ships the ex- 
clusive trade to and from the British plantations ; and the im- 
portation into Great Britain from all parts of the world was 
confined to British Ships, or to the ships of the countries of 
which the goods to be imported were the growth, or 
produce. It is not contended by the Shipping Interest that 
the navigation laws were establislied to encourage and secure 
trade, but to increase shipping and seamen ; the dbject of 

* Alley's Vindication of Lord Sheffield's Strictures, p.' 55. Also the 
Petitions to Parliament in 1802. 

t See printed Case of the Owners of British Ships which were let 
on freight during the late peace, to the subjects of the Batavian Re- 
public. Edit. iSo3. 

t Mr. Cock's Answer to Lord Shcflield's Strictorei, p. 6. 
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the ibunders of that system bang to promote navigation, in 
order to encrease the naval power of the kingdom. Com- 
merce can be carried on as vrili in foreign as in British 
shippings especially in time of war, because the former are 
free from capture, and are navigated at much less expence, 
consequently their freights are lower: it is therefore obvious 
that in case neutral ships are allowed to trade to and from 
Great Britain, to countries where British ships ca» go, the 
number of the latter must unavoidably be considerably 
reduced, and the nursery for British Seamen affected in the 
same proportion. 

These relaxations have been attempted to be justified, 
£rstf on the ground of necessity, and afterwards on the 
advantages -supposed to be derived by merchants to whom 
goods were consigned from abroad, and imported in neutral 
shipping into this kingdom^ although they were not the 
growth or produce of ttie country from whence they came, or 
. of the country to which the neutral ships belonged, and which 
- were entered for home consumption, or warehoused for 
exportation* It may be admitted, that under the provisions 
of these- acts, goods to a certain extent came to this country 
for a markett which probably would not otherwise have 
been brought hither; but the benefits accruing from such 
importations were infinitely too inconsiderable to counter- 
balance the serious injury done to British shipping, by aUow- 
ing neutral vessels ftci belonging to the countries fr^m 
whence the ^s came, to bring articles for borne consump- 
' tion, which if such indulgences had not been g;ranted to 
them wmld have been brought in British ships, except from 
the coutflHes of the enemy, to which the suspension of the 
former system should have been confined ; and even in that 
case limited to articles indispensably necessary in BritishManu- 
fiurturest and to ^them only; for the more bulky articles 
obtained from the enemy's countries, such as Brandies, &c« 
should not have been allowed to be imported direct in neu« 
tral vessels, but only to have been taken to a neutral part, and 
the importation of such articles ^om thence, confined to 
British bottoms; which would have been highly beneficial 
to the Shipping Interest and the West-India planters; for the 
encreased freight and expences on such spirits would have 
operated as a bounty on Rum from the British Colonies, with* 
out any injury to the revenue, whilst it produced a propor- 
tionate depression on the Enemy. It is imderstood an ap- 
plication to this effect was made by the Shippbg Interest to 



the Board of Trade during the late admmistratioDf but With- 
out success. 

Uader the operation of some of these statutes the injorjr 
to the British merchant was manifestt and to the revenue 
yeiy great. The British merchant, in the course of regular 
importation, entered his goods on their arrival, and paid the 
duty immBediately. The foreigner warehoused his goods 
without paying any duties, and they were allowed to remain 
in his own warehouse, under no other care than that of an 
ordinary custom home officer^ till the foreign merchant 
chose to declare whether he would take them out for hoiai 
consnmption or for exportation; he tfaerefore^in the first 
instance, was spared the use of so much capital as the duties 
would have amounted to on the importation of the good% 
and actually saved the duty on that part of them whiw was 
wasted, or clandestindy taken out of store, between the 
landing and regular delivery of the goods. Thus, it is dear 
the r^axation did not* produce any advantage to the trade 
of the country, or any benefit to the revenue $ <m the con- 
trary^ in all importations from countries in amity with Great 
Britain^ which were war^oused, a certain lots accmed 
from waste, or from the goods being clandestinely taken 
thereout, which was often done. The injury sustained by 
the British merchant, under the operation ot these regula* 
tions, is now fortunatdy obviated by an equal and wise 
system estaUbhed by a subsequent act, which is bene»- 
ficial to the merchant and not injurioitB -W the revenue 
(except by the postponement of the payment of the duties), as 
the goods are deposited in security, and the puMic interest 
ciinnot suffer by waste or plunder, the duties beB^ payable 
according to die measure or weight of the goods when first 
imported. 

In order to countenance and give effect to the new sysi^ 
tem, it is likewise stated ^* that in the American war, if 
** we had rigidly adhered to the laws of the llAi century 
'* we should not have been able .to defend ourselves against 
** the formidable confederacy by which we were assailed f**. 
This assertion is, however, calculated to mislead} for. the 
departure frt>m the old syston in the American war, cannot 
justly be compared with the suspension of it during the late 
war, under the acts before itoentioned : for the act of the 

* See Mr. Cock's Answer, p. %, f Ibid. 
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19th Geo. 3d. c. 28. only allowed British built ships, though 
9wned by foreignersy to import certain enumerated articles in 
case thr^ee fourths of the crew were British subjects* or the 
subjects of the countries from whence the cargoes were im* 
ported, but in the latter they were liable t6 the alien duties ; 
and by the 20th Geo. S. c. 20. ships in the merchants, service 
were permitted, as is customary in time of war, to be navi-> 
gated by three fourths foreign seamen. 

These are the only acts passed in the American war, 
which interfered with the policy of the navigation 
giystem. Besides the several acts which were passed 
in the course of the last war to authorize the suspension 
of the fonder system, the same was further extended as 
before stated, by the 44th Geo. Sd. c. 29. which allowed 
for a limited period, hides, wool, and other articles of raw 
materials for manufactures, to be imported here in ai^ 
-foreign vessel whatever, under orders in council ; and by a 
subsequent act, the 45th Geo* 3. c. S4. all importations 
from countries belonging to foreign European princes in 
America, are allowed in neutral ships : thus it appears, by 
the laws now in force, goods may be brought not only fr<»n 
the countries of the enemy, in any neutral shipping, however 
navigated^ but likewise from the territories of foreign states, in 
Europe, as well as on the continent of America ; though the 
luticles so to be imported are not the growth or produce of 
the country to which the ships or vessels may belong. * 

It is likewise asked, but with what propriety is iiot ob 
Tious, ** were we ever so flourishing in commerce * at any 
former period as in the peace which succeeded the war dur- 
ing whiclf W had thus deviated ?** It is well ^own that the 
nation was never in so depressed a ^tate as during that war^ 
and that the measures adopted by Mr. Pitt, to which is 
to be attributed the revival of the trade, commerce, and 
manufactures of the country, and also the improvement of 
the reM^spie in the peace that followed the American 
war, had not the most remote connexion with the relaxation 
of the navigation system which afterwards took 'place. 

It appears the trade of Great Britain has invariably in- - 
creased in time of war (except in the American war), and 
it is to be seen, that in the period prior to the operation of 
the acts which suspended the navigation system in 1797» it 

* Mr. Cock's Answer, p. i». 
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liad rapidly encreased from the commencement of the last 



war. 



In )792 the actual * value of the imports of 

Great Britain were - j^. 19,6599358 

and the exports * - il4»466,849 

In 1796 the imports were • 23,187,000 

. and the exports - - 28,025,000 

It is, however, to be admitted, that the Indulgences which 
were too generally granted to neutral ships, under these 
acts, ipust have occasioned some addition to the imports-wid 
exports of the kingdom, which were principally from the 
United States and the forei|;n West India islands ^ but the 
point for consideration, which arises out of this system^ i$ 
wh^her the transit of such ^oods, in neutral ships, through 
this country to the continent, compensated for the serious 
mischiefs, which have resulted from the operation of the 
su^pendTng statutes. 

Ingenuity seems to have been exhausted in the endeavours 
to justify the new system and to impress on the public mind 
the advantages to be derived from its continuance: whil^ facts 
the most erroneous have (it is trusted unintentionally) been 
stated, and adduced in its support. The only instances iii 
which such relaxations may, consistently with true national 
policy and .the preservation of the naval power of the countryy 
be allowed, is m the admission of dyes, in neutral vessels 
direct from the enemy's country in time of war, and of such 
other articles ^hich are indispensably requisite in British 
manufactures ; and in the case of the country of an ally being 
in danger of being 6ver-run by the common enemy, it may be 
prudent to admit the produce of it and the property of the 
inhabitants to be brought away, on the emer^^eiicy, iii ships 
of any neutral nation, as was recently done in the case of 
Portugal on Jumfs approach towards the frontiers of that 
unhappy country. ^ 

As illustrative of (he advantages pretended rohave been 
derived under the suspending acts, when they had arrived 
at their fuU\ operation^ a comparative statement is made of 



* Appendix, No. I. to the Examination into the Incrg^of the 
Revenue,;&c. by the Right Hon. George Rose. Editt iSo6t 
t Mr. Cock's Answer, p. a8. 
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the* . value, of the. e^cports. and imports in, 1792 with those 
in 1801. — It is stated, ' ^ 

That f in 17 92 the value of the imports was jT . 50,000,000 
Whereas the real value of all 

goods of every kind imported 

that year into "Great BAtain • 

tras only - - - ;f 30,405,000 
From which should be deducted 

the value of corn imported ;^ 1^353,000 



So that the value of imports in 

that year was only 
In ,i 801 1 the imports are stated at - , - ' 
Whereas the real value of all 

imports in 1801 into Great 

Britain, including ^786,000 . 

of prize goods, ambunted to ;^57,1^ 1,000 
From which must ,be deducted 

the value of cbrn importefd £ 1 0,409,000 



;^29,052,060 
^'80,000,000 



Making the value of the imports 

in 1801 only 
TTie exports of 1 792 are likewise 

represented as { amounting to 
When in fact the value of the 

exports were t|iat year only 
And in 1801 || the exports are 

stated at - - 

When in truth the real value of 



;f 46,922,000 

;f60,000,00d 

;f 34,500,000 

j^ 110,000,006 

ISlyS 1 7,000 



the exports that year was only 

This'expositiohofthe facts advanced in support of the ad- 
vantages declared to have arisen from the new system, points 
out, how necessary it is to be cautious in giving implicit 
credence to^the assertions and the arguments of its ad- 
vocates. >|^in J it is remarked, that ** from the preced- 
ing statement, it is evident that in the last three years of the 



• In 1794 the official value of the imports was 

and the exports * - - - 

In x8oi the official value of the inii>orts was , 
aiid the ejcports - 

See Mr. Rose's Examination^ Appendfx. No. I. 

t Mr. Co^'s Answ^, p. 28. % Ibid. § Ibid. 



£'9»6 59*358 

/32,795»S5^ 
^37,786,85^ 

s 

■ H Ibid;'. 



^17,077,000 
17,213,000 
21,025,000 
2.^,971,000 
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p^ace, tke most flourishing, period of the trade, which die 
commercial history of England v. had then to record, Uie 
amount of commerce and revenue was beybiid all comp.ari- 
son less* than th& amount of three last years, even of war 
only distant nine years from the period of peace ; and it is 
(ivident both from detail and residt, jthat this increase zt an 
unfavdurable epoch, was- greatly owing to that liberal change 
of policy which admitted a free trade through every convey- 
ance by which Britain could be benefited.*' This reasonidg, 
it is presumed, cannot be maintained; it evidently arises^ 
from a mistaken view of the subject: the commerce of 
Great Britain, as compared with it in time of peace, having 
greatly increased in the last war, befi^re the system of suspen- 
si(Mi was acted upon. 

From 1785 to 1790 the impoHs were 
and the exports . - . 

From 1792 to 17d6 the imports Were - 

and the exports - - - . , 

And in the wars of 1742 and 1756 the trade of the coun* 
^ry likewise increased to a very great extent, and, as before 
mentioned, it has generally done so in periods of war, wi^ 
t!he exception of the American war, which is to be attributed 
to the peculiarly disastrous circumstajQces attending it. 

It is also observed, ^' if, as Lord Sheffield professec^to 
deem necessary to our salvatioo as a commercial. and nayal 
nation, Britain, had rigidly adhered to the navigation system 
of the l7th century, the consequence would have been that 
we should have had much less ihan half- the comm^ce and 
revenue to meet the arduous contest in which we were eii« 
gaged f/' : To show how unwarranted this statement is, as 
applicable to the commerce of the country, it is only, neces- 
sary to re^r to the 'foUqwing comparison of foreign' and 
British ships employed; which must convince even those 
persons who believe there exists a necessity of permitting^ 
m time of war, the employment or neutral sh^, in the 
trade of , Great Britain, in breach of the navigation lawi, 
that it is an erroneous conclusion; and cannot be nuiintained. 
It has already been stated, the revenue did not profit in the 
most trifling degree by the employment of neutral carriers,' 
except in the articles to and from th^^ouatrics of tbe 



* Mr. Cock's Answer, ,p. 29. 
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enemy. The home consumption was not increased by neu- 
tral vessels being employed in the trade to neutral nations} 
znd the statute of the $6 Geo. 8. c.^e, which extended 
generally the provisions of the Dutch property acts, having 
passed in May 1 796, it could not of course have had any ex- 
tensive eflfect, indeed it is so admitted*, until after l799» 

STATEMENT of Foreign and British Ships, which entered 
inwards^ with their repeated voyages in the follow- 



ing years: viz* 

Foreign, 

In 1797 451,000 

1798 420,000 

1799 476,000 
J 800 . 763,000 
1801 780,000 
1801 480,000 



British, 
1,121,000 war 
1 ,289,000 
1,875,000 
1,379,000 
1,378,000 
1, 79 *,000 peace. 



The other observations in support of the new system are 
equally incorrect : for instance, ** this immense rise in our 
trade, and fidancial resources, while our shipping interest 
Was promoted niore than ever ; our mercantile sailors more 
numerous than ever; affords the strongest proofs of the 
wisdom of that change of laws which accommodates itself 
to circumstan^. Can that be unwise policy which has so 
much increased private and public wealth, the grand ob^ 
jects of political economy ; and under which our chiif hul'- 
wart of strength has become powerful beyond til examplef ?*' 
Surely the employment of neutral ships in the trade to 
countries, where British ^ips could httve gone, cannot tend 
to increase British ships, or British seamen, or countervail 
the loss of freight to the Shipping Interest : under th^se cir- 
cumstances, it is appairent the new system has not product 
those advantages Which its advocates anticipated and have 
been so desirous to prove and establish ; but on the con« 
trary, the most serious evils have resulted from their adop- 
tion, which, in the course of these observations, it h pre» 
coined will be most clearly^ shewn, although it is stated]: 
^^ that the number and tonnage of British shipis efnphyei 



* Mr. Qock*8 An»wer, p» «?' f Ibid. pr. a^. % Ibid. p. u* 
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since the acts in question have* n^ been dimnUbed^ but great- 
ly increased." It however appean>» that 
In 1796, the ton^ge of British ships employ- 
ed in the trade of Great Biitain (exclusive Tons. 
of coasters}} was - • - - l,4^4^000 

That in the succeedmg year, 1797, it decreas- 
ed to - - - - - 1,121,000 
And in 1801, the British tonnage TonSy 

employed, only amounted to 1 ,378,000 

From which should be deducted, 
to make a comparison, the in- 
crease of British shipping in the 
trade of the British colonies and 
the captured islands, in the in- 
terval between 1797 and ISOl ; 
because the trade to those colo- 
nies could not have been affect- 
ed by the suspending acts, 
which are so highly commended 
by -the advocates of the new 
system, as the act of the 37th 
Geo. 3. c. 3. which passed in 
1797 extended the privileges of 
British ships to those vessels 
which were taken, and belonged 
to the captured islands; and 
which, of course, extended con- 
siderably, during this period, 
the quantity of British tonnage 124,000 

1 ,254,000 

-yw///* tonnage employed in 1796 - - 1,474,000 

. in 1801 , - - 1,254,000 

Decrease in the employment of British ship- * 

p ping, under the suspending system, be- 
tween 1796 and 1801, at the close of the 
last war t - . - - Tons 220,000 

In answer to the complaints of the Shipping Interest in 
1802, on the im^ovident indulgences which had been, and 
Vere continued to be granted to neutral shipping, much 

* Mr. Cock's Ariiwer, p. 24. 

t See the Parliamentary Papers for these years* 
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itrcss, it appears, was laid by the then ministry*, on' the 
statement of the exports and imports of the country; and 
the value of the merchandize exp<>rted c(»A>unded with the 
increase of shipping. It is, however, easy to shew that such 
was not a fair criterion ; for instance, on a comparative esti- 
mate of four years immediately preceding the late war, it 
w{ll appear, that. 
In J 789, 1790, and 1791,* taking the average 

of those ycfars, that the tonnage of British Tons* 

ships, which cleared at the custom-house, was 1,312,570 
And that oi foreign shipping, in the like period 140,686 

Whilst, in i792, the tonnage of British ships, 

which cleared out, was only - - 1,396,003 

And that of foreign ships, in that year - 169,151 

Makine an increase* of British shipping of nearly 

onefffteenthyOT - - - - 83,425 

And an increase of foreign^ shipping of nearly 

one^fifthy or - - - - 93,470 

The value of goods exported, on the average of £ 

the three former years, was - ^20,955,137 

And in the latter year - 7 • ^ 24 466 849 

Being an increase of about one-fifth. 5 " > ^^9 ^ 

If, therefore, the value of the exports had increased one- 
fifth, and in the same period the tonnage of British shipping 
only one-fifteenth^ it was rather' too bold to argue that the 
increase oF one was a fcir criterion to judge of the increase 
of the other, and subsequent to that period an infinitely 
greater proportion of foreign ships were employed in the 
trade or this country, for it appears, that 
In 1797, before the provisions of the Dutch 

Property Act could have had much effect, , 
^ the tonnage of foreign vessels trading with Tons. 

- Great Britain was -. - - „ 451,000 

And that in 1801, when in full operation, it 

amounted to - - r - 7S0,000 



■■M«i*i 



Being an increase oi foreign tonnage under the 
■ suspending acts in the trade of Great Britain, 
in five years, of - - - - Tons 329,000 

whilst there was a very considerable decrease in the em- 
ployment of British tonnage as before stated. In this 

* Sec Cobbet*8 Political Register, ist and ad vols. 
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manner th€l employment of the shipping of Great Britain de- 
creasedi and the tonnage 'of neutral ships employed in British 
trade under the operation of the suspending acts increas- 
ed J although the reverse has been most confidently stated 
and attempted to be shewn by the advocates of the new 
system *. 

Another inconvenience resulted from the suspension of 
the navigation laws, by the encreased employment it afford- 

' ed to neutral shipping j namely, the difficulty it often cre- 
ated in procuring foreign seamen for British vessels. At 
every period, when English seamen are required for the 

• navy, it is obvious how injuriously every measure must oper- 
ate which enables foreign seamen, who would otherwise be 
employed in British merchant ships, to find so readily safety 
and employment in neutral vessels, in which they are not 
liable to be captured by the enemy, or occasionaljy, impressed 
into the king's service. 

In addition to these objections to " the suspending sys- 
tem,^* a constitutional point arises, of some importance ; a.s 
the acts on which it is founded divest parliament of its legis- 

^ lative faculties, and invest the same in the privy couricif, so 
far as relates to the fdrtign trade and commerce of Great 
Britain, and to part of its colonial trade under the American 
Intercourse Bill of 1806 ; indeed it approximates in principle 
to the doctrine of non obstaniey which, according.to the best 
Jegal and constitutional authorities, has always been looked 

» upon with a jealous eye. It is to be observed there is 
no authority in th^ Act of Navigation to enable his Majesty 
to suspend the provisions c^f it ; i^ may therefore be fairly 
contended, under the statute of the 1?^ William and Mary, 
sess. 2. c. 2. sec. 12, that the acts which authorise the sus- 
pension of the Navigation System established by T^n ante- 
cedent statute, the 12th.Charles II. c. 18. are contrary to that 
provision of the Bill of Rights ; the words are, " and be it 
further declared and enacted by the ^uthgrity aforesaid/ that 
from and after the present session of parliament, rio "dispen- 
sation by non obstante of or to any statute, or any part 
^hereof shall be allowed, but that the same shall be held 
void and of no effect, except a dispensation be allowed of in 



* See Alley's Vindication, in which this subject'is most ably and 
impartially treated. 
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such statute, and except in such eases as shall be sjfeciallv 
provided Jbr^ by one or more bills to be passed during the 
present session qf parliament.'*^ 

It is apt intended by this observation to question the om^ 
nipotence of the British legislature* but merely to point out 
the words of this statute, which appear to have been either 
inisunderstood or disregard^^ It is evident the framers of 
the Bill of Rights intended by this clause to preclude the 
exercise of the rum obstante or dispensing power, as to the 
provisions of former statutes^ except si;ch power was in- 
vested by such statutes in the crown; or in such other 
cases as might in the course of that session of parliament be 
specially provided for ; and that as to future or subsequent 
acts, the crown should not exercise the dispensing power^ 
linless the same was. granted in the act, the provisions of 
which it< might, from change of circumstances or other 
Cause, be necessary to suspend. 

A reference to the debates on the temporary J^cts for 
regulating the trade between Great Britain .and the United 
States, after the acknowledgement of their independence, 
will prove the propriety of these remarks. It was 
observed by Jtfr. George Dempster, in the debate on one ' 
of these acts in 1787*, ^* that when he voted in favor of the 
proposition that the government of the trade with America 
should be vested in his Majesty in council, he felt some rer 
luctance, being conscious that h^ resigned the powers of that - 
housey in an unconstitutional manner; but the unsettled 
condition of the United States of America, and the peculiar 
circumstances of the times, appeared to him to warrant such 
^ resignation of his own right as a member of parliament, 
and to justify that concession. The case was however now 
different, and he saw no reason why the house should not 
re-assume their powers, and return as soon as possible to the 
(^xercise of their functions. Every friend to the constitution, 
he conceived, must feel with him upon the subject, and 
the persons who originally asked for the act confessed them*? 
selves at the time to be conscious that they were unavoidably 
obliged to desire what was obviously unconstitutional." — 
f* *J^t annual acts were no novelty"— **^ but he could not 
help bfsing of opinion that the sooner the house returned to 

■ _i'^ Debrett*! e^itiop, vol. 36, pge ^29* 
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the ancient practice^ and the less they trostfd to the discre- 
tion of the executive government, the better/* 

The evils resultin|; from such innovations of our maritime 
laws are great; their injurious operation on the Shipping 
Interest manifest; and the ultimate depression they will pro- 
duce on the naval power of Great Britain becomes daily 
more apparent. The British Ship-owners have also too 
much reason to complain of th^ facility with which licences 
have been granted by the Privy Council, {notwithst^ding 
the abuse of them) authorising the employment of neutnS 
ships in the trade of this country, and it is from the experience 
which they have dearly bought in that respect, they are so 
anxious the former system should be resumed. 

It is observed by Lord Sheffield, " the very existence 
of these powers is calculated to produce various mischief. 
When the regulation is known aiid fixed, commerce may 
direct its concerns accordingly. But when men in office and 
governors unrestrained by any written statute, regulation, 
or principle may suspend or wer the accustomed direction 
of trade, the prospects of commerce will be rendered un- 
certain and precarious by the precariousness of the refla- 
tion, and commercial speculation in consequence will be 
intimidated and depressed* - It cannot be expected that trade 
can prosper under such circumstances; firmness and sta- 
bility of system can alone enable speculation to look forward 
with any mercantile confidence to the future, to prosecute 
its plan with steady determination, and to anticipate with 
any probable security those necessities which it may be 
called on to supply. But what inducement is left to com* 
merce which may, iii a moment, be counteracted in its views 
' and objects by discretionary orders; what provision will 
be made for t)x% supply of distant markets, if those mar* 
kets be daily liable to be opened by orders from the treasury 
or council to foreign competition, and thereby rendered pre- 
carious, hazai'dous, and unsteady ; what merchant will con- 
tinue in a trade which the signature of ^ West-India goVbr-* 
jnor may hourly interrupt or defeat ? I think, therefore, it 
cannot be denied that these powers of discretion so eminently 
liable to abuse, are at least dangerous and repulsive to trade ; 
that they tend to introduce, into commercial concerns un* 
certainty and indecision, which cannot but confine or re- 
press the enterprise of the merchant : and I must also add, 
that they are so hostile to the genuine spirit of the law and 
the constitution, that ministers have thought it necessary to 
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procure an annual act of indemnity for the exercise of those, 
discretionary powers*.^ 

These are the constitutional and commercial objections to 
' the statuses, by which the Act of Navigation, emphatically 
styled, " The Charta Maritima of England,*' has been during 
the^ last twelve years suspended, to the^erious injury of 
the better interests of the country. It should always be re- 
membered, that our brave and wise ancestors never did for any 
purpose of revenue or of political accommodation to other 
^ates, depart from the strict principle of the Navigation 
Laws, but took especial care, that our own trade was carried 
on in our own ships, and invariably made the commerce 
pf the country the medium of the'iricrease of its shipping, 

** What, my thoughtless sons, should fire you n^ore 
Than When yoiir wcU-eamed Empire of the Deep 
The least beginning injury receives ?' 
What better cause can call your fightning forth ? 
Your thunder wake^ your dearest life demand? 
What better cause, than when your country sees 
The sly destruction at her vitals aim'd ? 
For, oh, it much imports you, 'tis your all, 
i To keep your trade intire, intirc the force 
And honour of your fleets ; o'er that to watch, 
£ven with a hand severe, and jealous eye.'' Thomson. 

The Shipping Interest having pointed- out the ruinous con- 
sequences resulting from the suspension of the navigation 
iind colonial system, aiid the concessions to neutral nations ; 
the advocates f of America and the partisans of the late 
ministers, have availed themselves of .every opportunity to 
calumniate that respectslble and valuable class of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects, by representing that in their opposition to 
the American intercourse bil^, they attempted to impose X on 
parliament, and that the domineering spirit which they 
evinced, on that occasion, fell principally on the West-India 
planters fl. 

This caluniny which had been chiefly confined to anony- 
mous publications, would have been passed over and treated 
with the contumely it merited, h'ad it not been countenanced 
by the author of the defeiice of America^ for such it must 
be $ considered, whose^ rank and situation in life entitle 

• Lord She0ield*s Strictures, ad edition, page 2x5. 
t Medford' 8 Oil without Vinegar^ &c. &c. 
. X Emancipation in Disguise. 
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hlpi to attention and respect; it consequently becomes nfces«* 
sary, however reluctantly the discussion is entered upon, to 
point out the motives of such conduct and the sedulous en- 
deavours, which continue to be made, to depress the Ship- 
ping Interest of Great Britain and the trading interests of the 
British colonies in North America. 

It will be recollected that the jlmerican intercourse bill as 
originally introduced by Earl Temple, authorized the 
King, with advibe of his privy council, to suspend ^ during 
the present or any future waty the navigation and colonial 
system in the British settlements in the West Indies and 
South America, both as to exports and imports \ which placed 
the whole of the colonial trade, in all Its branches, in the 
bands of ministers, and rendered the mercantile and ship- 
ping interests of the empire entirely dependant on the 
officers cf t;he crowp ^. Th^ alarm which was excited by 
this enormous esftension of the suspending power of the crown, 
induced not only the ship-owners and the merchants and 
others interestejci in the export trade of Great Britain, to pe- 
tition the legislature! on the subject, but likewise the mer- 
chants engaged in the trade and fisheries of the British 
North American colonies f . 

The deep and lasting impression Svhich their opposition 
to that unnecessary and impolitic measure made on the public 
mind, is a convincing proof that, on that occasion, •* a few 
common place phrases about our old navigation laws and 
maritime rights^* did riot ** answer the place of argument, 
- and" — that much, and not, as it is stated, " little trouble wag 
taken to ascertain iji how far they may or may not be really 
iiyured, by any remedies suggested /or the relief of others p 
On the contrary, th^ petitioners urged the necessity of an inquiry^ 
before a committee of the house of commons, on the state 
of the shipping and navigation of the country, and of the 
resource? of the King's colonies in America, s^nd otf the result 
of that investigation they were willing to atfde ; but all their 
entreaties were unavailing ; and notwithstanding the high 

• See introduction to Collection of Reports, &c. on Navigation 
and Trade, edition i8o7.— Stockdale. 

t See, the Votes of the house of commons, session 1806, for the 
numemus petitions presented against the American intercourse bill, 
and compare the bill as originaJ/j introduced with tbe act which ulti- 
mate/j passed on the subject.. See 2[so Alfred's letters to L^rd Holland 
in I vol. of York's Political Review. ^ 

t Mr. Baring's Examination, &c. p. 170* 
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character which the partisans of many of the late ministers 
gave them, for the zeal and attachment, which it was said 
they peculiarly felt for the privileges of the people, they 
denied to them, that which on all similar occasions h&d been 
considered a matter of course, if not, of right, namely the 
appointment of a committee to inquire into the nature and 
true merits of their application ! 

No delay could have arisen from this investigation ; it was 
stated, and a pledge was given, in the course of the debate 
on this bill, that the period for the inquiry would not exceed 
a fortnight, and it is not pretended any inconvenience would 
have been felt by the planters, there being no apprehension of 
scarcity. For Mr. Windham by his previous circular letter 
of April, 1806r, had not only directed the governors of the 
West-India islands to suspend the navigation acts during the 
ivary and to allow the importation of provisions and lumber, 
but he had likewise promised to provide for them the usual 
indemnity ; thereby, unconstitutionally, anticipating the judg- 
ment of parliament. 

It, surely, was not too much to expect from an admini- 
stration, principally composed of persons who^ had assumed 
the enviable distinction and character of " the friends of 
the people,*' a ready acquiescence to an application in its 
nature, so jeasonable, necessary, and constitutional ; .espe- 
cially as it did not proceed from the Shipping Interest only, 
for whatever objection there might have been to them, from 
other * considerations, yet the respectability of the merchants 
and traders who signed the other petitions, on that occasion, 
independently of the national importance , of the subject, 
ought certainly to have induced the late administration to 
have paused and reflected, before they determined to preclude 
all investigation. 

A reference to the petitions presented against that mea- 
sure, and to the brilliant and unanswerable speeches of the 
members of both houses of parliament who opposed the Ame- - 
rican intercourse billfj will convince every unprejudiced mind, 
that the representations so industriously circulated* to calum- 
niate the Shipping Interest, and to encourage unjust prejudices 
against the trade of the British colonies in North America* 

* The Shipping Interest from their supposed attachment to Mr. 
. Pitt, have frequently been subject to the animadvereions of his 
political opponents, 
t See vVoodfall's Parliamentary Register for x8o6. 
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are unfounded^ and originate in party motives. It is, how 
elrer, consolatoryto observe an increasing attention to these 
t\^o important interests, particularly the former, which is so 
immediately connected with the ijanded Interest, and con- 
stitutes a v^ry large proportion of the elective body of the^ 
United Sangdom. 

When the circumstances in which the country was placed 
during the late war are recollected, the conduct of the Ship- 
ping Interest will be justly appreciated, from their forbearance 
to press, during that eventful period, on the attention of 
government, the apprehensions they entertained of the im- 
policy of the suspension of the navigation and colonial system, 
and the evil consequences which they contemplated would 
result from it. The motives' which influenced their conduct 
were highly creditable to them ; feeling the perilous situation 
of the country, they deemed it most prudent not to afford 
an opportunity to the turbulent and factious, to intermix the 
imaginary and unfounded grievances which, at that time, 
were brought forward to harass and perplex government, 
with the strong and well grounded claim of the Shifting 
Interest to the attention of the legislature*. 

In 1801-2 they availed theihsdves of the short interval of 
tbe^,ffr^of Amieqs and applied to government, in Lord 
SiDMOU*f h's administration, but without effect, and it was 
not until Mr. Pitt's return to power in 1 804, that the ship- 
owners received the attention to which they were entitled; 
when the^ strongest assurances were given to them of an in^ 
tention gradually to resume the former system ; and of which 
no doubt could be entertained, from ^the measures actually 
taken during the latter part of his administration f. It also 
appears that on the commencement of the late war, an order 
was issued in November 1793 for a strict enforcement of the 

* SeeinlrodHction to Collection of Reports and Papers on Navi' 
gallon andTrade, ^don 1807. p. 16. 

t Ibid- p. 11, I5 . An attesipt is made to render doubtful the truth 
of Mr. Pitt's intention to resume the old system, &c. Vide Mr. Baring*« 
£xamiQation, p. 7* Were it necessary in a work of this nature to go 
into proofs of the political opinions of a deceased minister, very 
satisfactory eyidence can be adduced that more than one of his Ma- 
jesty's tate ministers were satisfied of the alteratioo which had takes 
place in Mr. Pitt's sentiments on this subject, and in ^rtber corrobo* 
ration oithede ^stbum^us opinions, as they are nowcalled, of that great 
statesman, it is only necessary to refer to the minutes of the colonial 
ofiBce, and the board of trade, during Mr. Pitt's last administration, 
and to some of the printed papers lud before parliament ift the 9pria§ 
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Hileofl756; a relaxation of which Mr. Pitt was ixiost 
reluctantly prevailed upon tx> acquiesce in very soon , after- 
wards ; BUT SUBSEQUENT CIRCUI^STAMCES HAD, IT IS WELiL 
KNOWN, CONVINCED HIM MOST SATISFACTORILY OF THE 
INFINITE IMPORTANCE TO THE COUNTRY OF GETTING RIEl 
OF THAT RELAXATION AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY, 
AND OF REC9RRING TO THE RULE ALLUDED TO. The 

death of this illustrious ^ statesman damped the. Hopes of 
every o^e anxious to maintain -and preserve the maritime 
preponderancy of Great Britain^ it being evident from the 
opinions *, openly promulgated by some (and afterwards 
adopted by all) of his successors, they were determined to 
adhere to the system of suspension, notwithstanding the in- 
jurious consequences whlirh had previously resulted from it, 
and the depression they would ukimately produce on the 
naval power of the country. 

These explanatory observations, whilst they exculpate the 
.Shipping Interest from< the charge of having attempted to 
impose qii parliagient, and oi factious \ conduct in their opposi- 
tion to the ^(/;mra/7 Intercourse Bill, will, it is trusted^ 
counteract the illiberal attempts to prejudice their character 
and reputation : experience has shewn, that although the 
Shipping Interest, in a crisis like the present, forbear to press 
on thev government of the country their claim of attention 
to their particular \case ; it is not to be doubted, but that 
under more favourable circumstances^ they will avail them- 
selves of every constitutional means to induce the legislature 
to adopt such, measures as will protect their property from 
the ruin which will await it, if the maritime rights of the- 

* See Lord Sheffield's speech, the 12th of May, 1806, on the 
American intercourse bill : " his lordship said he had'always serious 
apprehensiona respecting the loose opinions which were so ofteti 
delivered on these subjects. But his alarm had become extreme since 
he had heard a noble lord (Grenville) distinguished for his great abili- 
ties and information, to whom neither levity nor imprudence could 
'be imputed, hold a language, which appeared to him^ ifitended to 
prepare us in consequence of the change of times and things for a 
relinquishment of ^ the most essential parts of our navigation and 
colonial system/* -- "^ 

Also see Mr. Foxs speech on the same bill, on the 2 2d Mky, i8o($. 
^^ I have no difficulty in saying, that in my opiiiion the course should 
atwaysbe, in time of war at least, such as is proposed by this bill to 
ihake it, and I am not sure that it may not be neeessary also in titie 
of peace!**' ^ 

t Edinburgh Review, &c. * 
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country continue to be sacrificed and abandoned to the 
theoretic speculations, and new-fangled philosophy of the 
modem economists ; who^ by their timidity and empiricism^ 
have encouraged in neutral powers aQ insatiate cupidity to 
demand further concessions *\ and thus have brought upon 
the nation, many of those difficulties and embarrassments in 
which it isnowpiaced. For, as Dr. Johnson nas truly remarked^ 
*^ to make concessions is to encourage encroachments.'* 

The persevering efforts of the Jmerican party in this 
eountry, who call for a revision, or rather for an abroga- 
tion of our navigation and cplonial system, and boldly pro- , 
claim, that the only r^meay which promises some permanent 
and much temporary relief to the British West-India planters^ 
is to open the ports generally to neutrals f / must be obvious to 
every one .who has viewed with attention and impartiality, 
the mild and conciliatory conduct of Great Britain towards 
America. 

Not content with the powerful influence which they have 
unfortunately obtained, their endeavours appear to be direct- 
ed to mislead the public mind on many important points; or 
to what other motive can the following assertion be attribut- 
ed, unless it is intended to encourage the prejudices of .a 
few individuals in the British Westrlndia colonies, whose 
conduct conduces to a belief that their attachment to the 
mother country' is not so strong as their regard for the 
United States ? " At present, ^by the noiost absurd policy^, 
wr planters are prevented from paying for the large amount 
of provisions and supplies from America^ by a return of their 
own pVodoce, fciMr^ wp§dd wUingly be reeeivedy because the 
whole of it Must goto the mother country, where it can only 
sell at a loss J/' Though by the 28 Geo. 3d. c. 6. sugar, 
molasses, coffee, cocoa-nuts, ginger and phnento, are pez> 
mitted to be exported from the British West India Islands 
to the United States, in British-hmlt ships §. It is 
apprehended by the Shipping Interest, in case sugar and 
molasses are not allowed to he used in the distilleries, that 
every exertion will be -made to obtain permission to export 
from the British West India Islands to the .United States in 
American bottoms, sugar and other colonial produce. If 
such to infraction of the colonial system should take place,. 

• Cobbett's PQlitical Register, 13 vol. p. 4^7. * 

t Mr. Baring's Examination, p. 167. 
. I Mr. Baring's Examination, p. 168. 
i Rbef el's History of Sbipping and Navigation,ad edit, p.f 7 >, 1 72« 



{ hasx ) 

it cannot fail to produce the most lamentable consequences, 
^nA extend the means relied on by France for annihilating 
the mairiliBiieL power of Great Britain. 

Thus the fmofim and w«s of tlir jAvu t ^e% of i^ 

new system become apparent; for thou^ in other parts of 
this workt it is (but seemingly with reluctance) admitted, 
^* that the poKcy of favouring our evm shipping, cannot be 
doubted * ;" yet there pervades throughout the whole of 
this examination of the conduct of Great Britain towards 
America, so strong a cKsposition to depreciate and lessen, 
the just popularity with which the recent eaergetic measures 
of the present administration have been received throughout 
the country, that little doubt can be entertained, that such is 
the real object of the publication. If, fortunately, these mea- 
sures are not relaxed, but are adhered to and enforced f, it 
being evident, *• His Biajesty cannot othernvise get out of the 
war-with safety," the people may anticipate a successful ter- 
mination of it \ for on that depends the maritime power of 
Great Biutain, wluch constitutes at present the only 
harrier to universal despotism and misery, and on which the 
nation must rely for the continuance of its liberties and inde- 
pendence. 

** (Jul mare tencat, eum Aeoesse rerum potiri.'* 
<' On the right of Great Britain to issue suchf instructions 

♦ Mr. Baring's Examination, p. 167. 

t See the Antijacobiif Review for February, t^8, p. 104, for some, 
▼ery patriotic obienrationt on this subject.—** The king who makes 
mtar on his enemies Underij^ .diatreaaes his awa sut^ects tnott eruddf*' 

^ ** The decrees of tke hrds of tb* ocean may be unjust and op- 
pressive, bnt tbty are still mild^ when contrasted with die mere sic 
ni9h% which wottid issue from the court of the miftvr/ir/ sovereijg^ of 
^th elenQ£nt8.**--'Mr* B a R r N G, p» tx9. 

^^ yf^^xti^^NtptwitsoftbioetaH^ 
And SQch as tramck shall pay sacrifice 

Of their best lading ; " Massincsr. 

^* Lords of the nuorl£s great waste, the ocean ^ we - 

Wb<de foi^tt send to reign upon the sea ; 
. , And ev*ry coast may trpublcy or rdicfe : ^ ^ - 

But none can visit us wthoutyour leave** . 

.Waller's Panegyric on Cromvell. 
** Desparing Gaui her boiling youth retrains, 
Dissolnfd her dream of universal sway ; 
The winds and seas are ^ri twin's wide dotaiain ; 
And not a sail; but hy perms sion^ spreads.'* 

Thomson's Libeftf. 



. for regulating, as in point "of fact they do, the navigation of 
the sea, and the policy of issuing them, it is unnecessary" 
here to expatiate. Thie principles which justify retaliation 
<5n the enemy by measures which, though in their operation 
ihjiinou^ to neutrals, are still obvious necessary measures of 
^felf-defende, are clear and unequivocal. The comnetion on 
the ^flr^//r n^ind (a conviction which has precluded fZnd will 
n^ be lessened by the dtscussims in parliament), affords 'the 
grateful pledge, that the nation will patiently await the result 
of 'the system adopted by ministers, in conformity with 
^nciples avowed and partially atted on by their prede- 
cessor^. The same just sense of the necessity of recurring 
to adequate jneans of defence ^nd preservation, which in- 
duced the latter at the end of 1806, to reserve the right ofi 
acting in a way that must necessarily be injurious to neutral 
^omnifertre; abundantly justify theii* successors, under circum- 
stances no le^s imperious, in carrying that right into effect*.** 
Let them persist then in theilr honourable course, and they 
may be assured the rational part of the community will con-* 
iinue to support them in their most laudable efibrts; foi*' 
though difficulties may attend the practical operation of the 
Orders of council^ iH^ energy and acitivity which suggested 
their adoption,. will find jneans to facilitate their progress j 
and from them, as well as from any great public measure, 
founded on sound principles, many collateral advantages not 
originally foreseeni may be expected to arise. 

Experience has shewn that the former increase of. British 
shipping was to be ascribed to the navigation system, 
wblch strikingly appeared in the application of it to the 
trade ojf the United States. When these countries were 
part of our plantations, a great proporticm of their produce 
was transported to Great JBritain, and the British West 
India islands, in American vessels ; they had likewise a 
fihare in the freight of colonial produce from those islands to 
Great Britain ; and they annually built many ships which 
were employed in the British carrying trade. But after the 
independence of these states, and their sh}ps h^ been ex- 
eluded from our plantation trade, and that trade was wholly 
confined to British built ships ; we not only gained that part 
of our carrying trade from which they were so excludedj 

' * Sir F. M* Bdeo on MariUme Rights. 
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but we xnoreovier enjoyed a considerable portion of ilr 
tmrriafi of the produce of the United States. The poiicj ^ 
of this system^ which has excited the admiration of £rieDdd 
and foes^ and drawn forth the praises of the most q)posite, 
cb^oracters *f becomes every day more obvious^ and the 

SaUic cannot fail to be alarmed at the great decrease of 
ritish built ships^ from whatever cause it proceeds. To 
trace the evil to its source was the object 'of << The So-s 
ciety of Ship-Owners of Great Britain" when they peti* 
tiooed the legislature in 1802, during Lord Sidmoutb^'s ad-, 
ministration, tp institute an enquiry on the subject. Manj. 
of the writers of the present day, seem to forget, that this, 
system was net intended, in the farst instance, to promtU 
|rade, but to increase the naval strength of the kii^omv 
ind afterwards' as a secondary consideration, its provisions- 
iMte directed taihejirmer object; in consequence of whichn 
both of them were happily attained, and continued in a pro- 
gresuve state of imjMrovement and increase, until ihesu^eniU 
^ system was introduced : itji ruinous efiects soon be^pn to 
be. observed and feh; and latterly the shij^ng of Great 
Britain have decreased more rapidly dian they ever increased* 
Wlulst a. prc^rtionate depression has be^ £ek in every, 
branch of trade connected with shipping. 
. In confirmation of these observations, and to preclude ia 
future all doubt of their truth and accuracy, it is only neces^^ 
ftary to recite the petitionf from the merchants of London, 
Which was presented by Mr. Manmimg, on the 20th of 
February, 1801, to the House of Commons* 

'< Te the IIonaurtoBie tie Commons ef the Vmted'Xingdom 
Hf Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament assemUedm 

;. ' ♦'Th^ petition of the uildisrsiigned merchants and 
other persons interested iti the trade- of . Great 

^ Britain and its cdonies, residing vHthin the port of 

London, , 

SnVsWBTR, 

•♦ lliat your petitioners are ioaott seriously appreheni 
sive there is an intention to continue the duties 
imposed by the Acts of the 49d, Mth, and 46th, 

^ Smith, Broit^ftSffi^ Havterive, and Ocantflt. '^ 

t S^ the Votes for first session of xSo^r 
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^it% q£ hii tffes<^nt miajie$tfy oA the tonnage of 
Brkifli shipfnngy and on goods and merchandizes 
tnportei and carried coastwise, after the exfnration 
Of the present War, fhtvpiibiiiu^ng the solemn aisw^" 
unciSpikH io yoitr petitioners that the same shoM 
tease rnnti its and which, if adopted, will be. at* 
tended with the most nUnous oonstciuences to the 
trading interests of the cotintry. 

^ Tour petit idners b^g leave, with the greatest hu* 
mSity, to sta^e to your honootable Hooa^, that the 
id^essed state of the trading and shipping ititerests 
of the country, resuks prini^ipally from the siupimioH 
t£ the Nidli^gatf on Act, and the ii/idulginces granted 
to netstrahi both in the trade of the countries of 

, the enemies of Great BritaiUt and in the trade of 
the King^s domiiiions. 

** Your petitioners v^atiite, with great deference ahd 
feq>e^, to stftke, they are ready and desirous /# 
ffvw the faicts aitodged by them, in support ef tbeit 
alkgotion^ that the trading and shipping intereiti 
are labouring under ^peat depressson^ not oi^f 
jfroni the heavy impositions to which they ^ sid>» 
ject, but also fixnh the retaxatiom before-mentioned; 
and that any measure which continues the duties 
on the tonnage of Britkh ships, and the war duties 
on elports> would at any time be productive of the 
most serious danger to British navigation md coidp* 
merce, but espeaaUy on the return of peace. 

^ Tour petitioners therefore most humbly pray your 
honourable House; that die duties <^ exports and 
tonnaj^ imposed by the acts befiare-mentioned^ 
way cease with the present war: xba^ an enquiry may 
be .made into the iwtoa/ state of the shipping and 
navigation of the country; and that infi^mre the 
navigation and colonial system of Great Britabi ^ 
nusybe adhered tOf so as to enable the British ship^ 
owners agsun to entec into j^ompetitioft irith ue 
. oimtraicsmnr^ 

And your petitioners will ever prayt 6cCm 

Charles Bosanq^et William LushingMi 
Henry Dtiidion JohnMavor ■*'' 

am 
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Eneas BarHey Laurence Brickwood 

Thomas Spencer Joseph A^urjat 

Thomas WUson Robert Sheddea 

Thomas Plainer William Shedden 

' John Plumer B. H. Marten . 

Robert Lang Joseph Todhunter 

Thomas Latham Edward Coban' 

Robert Pulsford Robert Taylor 

Richard Miles G. A. Davis ' 

• \'' .Thomas Lumley ^ George Hibbert 

' Thomas Oliver Robert Hibbert, junr 

Henry Gilbee William Hibbert 

Edward Vaux J. P. Anderdon 

Jonathan Wilson John Turing 

John Leach J. G. Frankling 

Robert Ward Charles Campbell 

James Fraser James Bowden . 

WBUam Clark David Robertson 

William Pulsford Richard Redman 

And Thomas Reilly *. 

.It may not be improper to observe, that this petition failed 
ih its effect during the late admihistrationf ; and it was left 

* On this occasion a similar petition was presented by the ship* 
owners of London ; and amongst many others may be noticed the 
fdllowing signatures to it :— viz. 

A. Duncan G. Laing Alex. Henry 

Thos. King Robt. Milligan John Ingfis 

Joshua Reeve ' Alex. Anderson I. L. Venoer 

Jonathan Fryer R. B. Shedden Thos. Ha^man 

L» Bruce S. Mi net Jesse Curnng, &c. &c. 

' There were likewise similar petitions from Hu11» Bridlington^ 
Scarborough^ Whitby^ North and South- Shields* and otiier out-ports* 
. 'f In further illustration of the preceding obiervattonst the follow- 
iag exCia^s are selected from the printed reports of the debates in 
.narliament, gn lord Henry Fetty's scheme, of finance» against which 
tnis petition was presented. 

Extract from lord LauderdaWs speech in the Britiih Prtss^ 34th 
Amily X8c^— ** The noble lord proceeded also to deny the charge^ 
V iDsmuatingy that any s)'stem had been adapted by the late ministers 
'< of breaking through the navigation system; thls^ with other charges 
*^ equally faUci as to the late bill brought in on behalf of the Roman 
*^ Catholics^ had effected, it was tnie, a temporary clamour J' 

Extract fh)m lord BollanJ^s speech in Ihe same nef^paper. '* The 
** noble lord proceeded to anipiadvert^ on the conduct 9f, those wha 
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^o tbe, present ounisters to fulfil the assurancis which had 
been |[iven in lord Sidmouth's administration^ that the war 
duties on exports and tonnage should cease with k; an 
exception 'to that eSect having been introduced into lord 
H£NRT Pstty's plan of finance by the present chancellor of 
the exchequer* 

' The Shipping Interest have likewise been represented as 
Jenaciousfy endeavouring to prevail on government to adhere 
to restrictions injurious to other classes of the community^ 
evidently meaning the West India planters ; but before that 
assertion could be admitted to be true, it surely i was not 
unreasonable in them, or the loyal colonists in the King^f 
provind^ in America, whose interests were so deeply imjpU- 
cated in the question, to require a fiair and impartial invests* 
Agatiott of the subject y it having been satisfactorily shown in 
the years 1784 and. 1791, by the reports of the Board of 
Trade, that the mother country and its dependencies were 
competent, in time of war, to. supply in Bridsh ships the 
West India cfdonieswith the articles they consume ; it wat 
therefore assuming too much xq suppose the reverse of that 
fact could be admittiad to be true in lS06f without any 
inquiry or investigation. 

It is presumed sufficient has been stated to establish the 
constitutional and political ground on which the Shipping 
Interest opposed the American Intercourse Bill; and the 
present state pf the shipping of the Empire, unfortunately 
proves the fears entertained by the ship-owners, to hav6 been 
too well founded; and — ** that they did not cry outj before 
they were hurt *," 

*^ assumed the title of ^ the Sbi^Mg Jnterejtf' and who would! have 
/* sacrifice the national policy to their own selBsh interests. He con« 




** He entered at length, into the subject of the alteration of the Bin, 

' ** wliicli l^e considered, after the resolution of the other House had 

^ passed, a viplatton and breach of faith, in complitnent to whai bad 

" been calledXYit shipping interest. He put the case of the shipping 

*' interest having beien claniorous and busy at the late general election, 

^* and the possibility of this sacrifice being made to them, frou) some 

' ** motives of gra^il^ude for such services. He exposed the futility of 

yf* their clamours, and contended there was much to justify hit 

** assertion..** 

Ab alio expectes, alteri quod feceris. ^ 

* Mr. Batfftg'<^«iminafion, p. lye* . 
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; ^e fact is> the Shij^mg Intc^rest were not 9Qi!k3e|id|^ 
^own until that discussion took place, ,or their ioiportsiiee 
to die state truly felt by the late ministers $ Qtherwise, i| h 
jprobabliS) their representations would have had more weight; 
since then, their mflu^^ce appears to have been more je|ie<* 
jraUy acknowledged * v smd it is to be expect^ in roture 
that, what, from its political importance, constitutes the 
second leading interest of the empire, will receive that vip^ 
'^xiurt and protection from the legislature, which b so esseii«« 
tiaUy necessary^ to its existence ^ and to which it is entitle^ 
from being accessary and principally contributing to ttes 
nuMntenance of the naval power of the kingdom. 

The capital embarked m 1804 in British «ld{^nngf, at 
the low yalufttion of 121. per ton, was 27,401,$04<1. sternngji 
and the persons who constitute die majority of tile pro« 
prietors of this immense property, are land owners as w^ at 
ship-owners, and are^ otherwise, deeply interested i^ the 
general welnu*e of the country. 

T It is observed by the same writer:^, that ^* iii tlie g^netiil 

Ijpaths of trade, th& American does not appear to interfere 

wutch with the British ship-owner. In the ports of our ene^ 

naies* the latter. is of course excluded and deprived of no^ 

i thing by the former. The supply of 0ur West-India islands 

with provisions and lumber appears the 0/1^ essential point 

of collision. My limits will not permit me nere to examine 

;this q^uestion minutely, and I shaH barely state my ^inim% 

, that during war, proper and adequate supplies can $iUy be 

furnished by the United States^ and in their own vessels/* 

Thus it is admitted, as it was by the late ministers $, thi^t 

* See the addresses of many of tlie caftdidfites to their co nslit iwnta 
. ^t the late general election, amongst whom were many of the m0m ber $ 
«f t\itpresfi»t opposittotti who voluntarily pledged themselves to sup^* 
,|>ort whatever measures were introduced in parliament, not om|r 
|o inaintain ?iXk6.pve ej^ct to the navigation and pdonij^ system, but 
also, to enroifC^ the maritime rights of Great Britain • 

t See account of ships and vessels belonging to t^ British empire 
en Che 30th Sept i^ou bfing the account delivered fbf ^ aotecedef^t 
year, hut then corrected ir-r- 

. Ships and Vessels. Tons*. Men. 

aa>o5r 2,a83,44a X57»?x* 

it may b^ fairjy asked, what other interest In the country, exeeM 
fheagricultural interestn is possessed of a visibly tan^tble pfoperq^t 
equal in amount to the Shipping interest. 

X Mr. 3aring*s examipation^ 171. 

$ See Introduction to Collectioa Of |li^8i^ f^* W TcHkf *c^ 
p. i^ edition 1807. 
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in tiw! ^ ptafi tltf mother country, ami itf dcpendcndet, 
are competent to sopply pnftth 'fui ajffumltfyt u> Brttitb 
iiaps,tht West-India ulands with provisions and lumbcTi. 
which consequently so narrowa the subject, as to render it ■ 
mere question ofprice. No satisfiictoiy reason can be asBgn* 
ed why the supplies obtained, even mm the United StaU^ 
should not, in tune of war, he carried in Britiib Aips to ^b» 
West-India ishmds. The intercoune in Briiitt kOMU is of 
vast importance to the state, for exchisive of the &et(^ta 
^bidi was esdmatedin 1784 at 245,0001. a rear*, the eti> 
couragement it would afibrd to British shippuig and BritiA 
teamen, is too obvious to require e^lanation. It has been 
■aid, that the price of provisions and lumber would be.very 
Bmch enhanced by the expence of insurance ; but surely • 
trade so beneficial to die nation ought not to be renounctd 

^because it may occauonaily diminish the profits of a few iii> 
dividuabf. The nte of insurance, for the circuitous voy^^ 
it 7 guineas percent, warranted with convoy; soUurtinnct* 
the inuirance of prorisiotu and lumber from New Yo^'tv 
Jamaica with coavoy, would not exceed at most 41. per cent.) 
and as the insurance on American vesseb for the' saibt 
voyage is 21. per cent., the extra-insurance between Hritlrii 

.sh^ with convoy, and American siapSt would not exceed 
21. percent., that b ooly 28,000 L a year, Ak whcde a»* 
miiai sup[dy ctf pro>visions and lumber being estimated at 
1 (400,000 1.:|: An object so inconsiderable, compared to th« 
injury and depression which is thrown on the mercantil* 
flipping and other important interests of the mother cc*oa« 
tcy« by the admission and employment of lUKtrals in the 
trade pf the British West-India islands, it is really asti>> 
nishibg the latter ^are still aUowod to participate in it j be- 

' tides, It may be correctly stated, that the rate of frnght in the 
ireet trade from the West-India islands to Great Britainf 
has, in Joroe instances, been enhanced by the new system, 
and a scarcity of tonnage occasionally experienced in th« 

. _ _ fi>,^j^,jg^_p_j,_ See-also Lord Ore». 
Orenville) 00 the i4tb of Hach) ijSi^on 
D be said, " that It was a tpeda of corn- 
navigation, as it empltmd jOiooo tone oE 
. umualLy." Debret'setuticm ofI>d>tfB*iB 

luercoune Bill, tSoij «ln 



island? in conseqaence of British ships being dHven oHt of 
the circuitous trade by the employment of Americans ; so 
that there is reason to belieTe,if the subject was fairly and 
inipartially investigated, it would appear, the planters would' 
not be beneBted by the present intercourse with the United 
States, if the trade with the British West India Islands was 
wholly confined to the articles which are row allowed by law 
to be imported and exported in American vessels. 
■ It should be recollected, it is not only the injury sustained 
by thi loyal colonists in America and the Shipping Interest 
by this impojitic and unnecessary intercourse, which renders 
it so hnfjroper, but the depression it has likewise produced 
on the'proTisi<Hi trade of Ireland. Previous to the ad-, 
mission of neutrals into the British colonial trade, there' 
were established in the West-India islands English merchants, 
whose chief business was to sup[dy those settlemehts with 
provisions, lumber, and colonic stores ; knowing the av^age 
consumptioh of the islands, no inconvenience or scarcity 
, vas felt or eT^perienced, as they kept up a constant and re- 
_gular supply of all the arttclea required, and so continued 
untH the new system was introduced; when they found it 
impossible, with any rational prospect of profit, to carry on 
that 'branch of trade any ItOigert from the admission of sqp- 
fiM9 in \/1merii:an shipping, which so frequently overstocked 
tlie market as tq produce great loss, and ultimately, in some 
Histances, ruin to many of the British merchants engaged in 
tjiat trade) in consequence o{ which, most of these esta-i 
blishments have been abandoned, but which there is no doubt 
would soon be revived, if the former system was again re- 
soned to *. 

In answer to the allegation, that, in general, Ame- 
rican ships do , not interne much with fintish shippingi 
it m9jL be remarked, it is difficult to find out a 
brands- of ti^e in which they do not, in some mea- 
Bire, and successfully, compete with them. They possess 
nearly all the Mediterranean trade, and the great 
quantity of American ttmuage ' 
ployed ia tbe trade of thiscountr 

•'Lord SMfi^td^s Strictures, p. 103, and 
Addresses totheAss^mhly of Jamaica by tl 
■ subject ; ^lo AJfral'a Letlers to Lord H 
iHevfew, vol. i. a [id^iitra- official State Paj 
j8 j.alao Mr, Knox's " Evidence before tl 
17^4, containing much important ii&mii 
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Welt known to be doubted ; trith retpeet to tkefa* inters 
cotfffe wi^ the-Bfitiah WestJndia islands^ it is onlynoeei- 
sary, in order to shew the enil tendency of admitting theti 
jnto a participation of oqr cotonial trade, both as it afiectf 
British ship-owners and the British American colonists, to 
state, that from the 5th Sept. 1805, to the 5th Sept. 1806, 
the tonnage of British ships employed in the trade of 
Jipikuca was.only 117,43S tons, whilst that of American ^ps 
was 77,135 tons, and it .isvprobaUe, that in nearly the same 
proportion, thie trade of-, the 0|i£^r BriUsh WestJndU 
iriands is carried on*. 

As t)ies0 selections are from a work professed to be written 
with candour, disinterestedness, and impartiality ; 4ii^»^' as 
the public has been led by the tmsr^esentatitus of those who 
have not carried their inquiries beyond their* nvii iuffaxiiL\ 
interests^'f-^voi/ift a view to esrnai — ^^ some very impcittant 
mistakes as to facts, which at present prevail % :*' it is itherefove 
not iincandid. to ask what confidence can be expected to be 
reposed in such observations, when it is* without hesitaticyi 
asserted, that during fmtrf proper and adequate supplies. can 
Mf/jF be furnished die British WesCJndia islands from the 
United States in .Anwrifon .bottoms $i Thus, contradicting 
without proof, the facts adduced in the two repoirta.of this 
Board of Trade on that subject, and negativing the allega- 
tions contained in ishe several petitions: More referred td ; 
which the petitioners stated they were so anxiously solicitous 
fo substantiate and prove^-t . . > 

*^ Qui statutt a1iquid> parte inaudita alteri ^ 

^* JKiuunoi licet ^atuerit, baud sequus ert/* 
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It, however, affords some satisf;|ction to observe* that amic)^ 
these endeavours to mistead'tbe publfc' mnidi'and to depre- 
date .^l^e i)avigat)on and colonial system of pre^ JBrj^m, 
ils policy and wisdom, though reloctantly, are ad^wttecL* 

An iiopartia} examination of thi^s writer's ^taite^eiilr^f 
^e itpports apd exports of the Unttecl ^ini^ iot (tit yeSC^s 
i8o2, 1803^ krid 1804, so far as the ^same relate to their 
trade with Great . Britain, will refute his observations 

* See Statenbent of Exports and Imports of Jamaica for this pe* 
ri^, in Ydtker 8 Political Reyiev» vok iik' p< ^ilg:;^ ■'' ♦; • 

^ t Mr. Baring^s Examination p. u* I Ibid. . $ Ibid. p. k 7c,. 
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9n represented to be derivei ,hf Ak cwMxj Ironi^ 
Iracfe^itbAmerksiuregvefillf ««i^mt^ . ^ 

Itii m^ * Azt ^ «f€if^g^ imjfottsitiw^ horn , ^ ^ 
Great Britain and her 4epeii4enlBk« iiifeo the 
Uoked Statea for the yesm i8oat'3« and 4, ^ £- 
were - • - 8tO$^3^ood 

Aod ibe aimajie ex|K)rts frcmi the United Statea 
10 the doimmteia of Great Britain for ihe 
: jaoie peribd» «• ^^ ^ $9ioo»oo6 
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JbeaYing a halanee in fsronr of Great Bntain^f j^.a»8^3»ooo 
<^ Which must be paid to us by the amtineot of Euro^ 
from. Ac proceeds of conaigements made fiknn America to 
HoHandj France, Spain, I^y* &c'* 

».• it is adsodi^erved f^ '^ That the tiru ytatxs^A$^ mifiiimtdf 
indliBded one bf extrM>rdinary scar&$y ia d}ts conatry:, during 
which mir impoctttion of piovisions was snososdly large; so 
llttttipoii the whole, it would be no exaggeration to aajr, 
tint we diould draw horn the contownt of Europe between 
lour and five millions aSerthig 'annually in treturn finrthenur 
nuf aetures sent to Amerioa, ^ and f«nr wUcK that country bas 
no other means of fayment." 

b is likewise alleged $, that die amount of . the . 
annual import^ion, on the aimrage of tbeprfr* \ > ^ 
ceding jears into the United 8Mes bomjtlf , £». 
/^ir/x-oitheyrorld was - - . X.<^>9SO,oo6 

And the exports from America on an average of ; ' v 
- the same years amounted to - iJ[)466tdoo 
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Luring a balance againjst America of |^^ i^ jQjOOo 

And that *^thc balance which this statement wcmld leiiv 
igVQtf < AJmcrica must^ prise from tie mode of Hatifnt tie 
iacc^unU §. Pj;obably M is in Tier favour, but not much, aa 
ftfei^'ilemnd for European artides will naturally be regulated 
i^ her means of paying; for them.'V 
' The maimer in which' Uus |>ubS€atidfi has been noticed 



« Mr- Barii%'8 JtaSnlaatiea, p* t|«. t Aid, p^ ^i* ' 

I Ibid* p. ii9* § Ibid, p. I4e» 
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l|^MC which has heea ihown to* thf awtbor of k, itom Us 
general knowledge of Amttiicaa eoonpetoet is l^ot surpsisiiif i 
there heing ffveat reason to fe^r that on subjects of this na« 
tniTy the public are too frequently seduced and led avay bj 
^lecious reasoning, ralher than undeigo the fatiae • or 
trouble of lookins; n^nowly into or ascertaioing the seal 
state of facts : it therefore could not £iil to cxcitSi sosae do- 
gree of astoQisbmeat to find, k stated, that the ei^orls from 
uie United States to diis countrr, on aa avenge takea oC 
the years 1802, 3i and 4, ktchidmBmefe^r (f great st^dif^^ 
during whidi die importation of protons was uousuallf 
laq^e ) intendUng, it is presumed, to show, that the aveiage 
of those jearf was considarably more than the ordinary tav* 
ports from ibe Unked States to Great 6ritaia» and iM -do^ 
pendencies. It k howeiwr to be reniMrked, that tbis^ states 
ment does not include the year of scarcity. The barrest iui 
diis country JGpMkd in 1800, and it was in kBoi that ihe 
brge imports aUuded to were made to Great Brkmf* Thk 
irerage therefore does not include that year k ^ what k of 
more importance to be.qotioedf k includes «•# rf pi^oh Md 
a subsequent year, when the belligerents bad pot given, the 
subjects of .the United States an opportuoitv to avail them* 
selres of their MtUatioa » in oonaequeoce of the recosamenco: 
meat of die ^irar- ' 

Sfj ^ same authority from whkh this writer . 
has taken hk staibement, namely, Mr. 4?al»- 
tia^s Report^ it appears that the exports for 
the year itqu |vsof to ])ie ist of October, 
from the Unit^ed States . to Great Britain 
aad her dependencies amounted to dollars £. 
4afi39)OOo, or ^ ^ ' >479>7M 

Which k nearly twice ilie daiouni ol the cc* 

Srts oa the average of the three years be- 
« meatiraedy viz. iSoi, 1803^ 1894, ^ iC*5>s^^^o^ 

Under these ckcumstances, it may not be impffcjMT to 
draw the attendon of the public to a suoject which appears .^ 
have entkeljr escaped the aodce of thk writer^ aanidy» the 
amount of freight paid on the imports from the United 
States iatp Chreat Brit^ at^d. H^r dq^sadeacies, and which 

* Mr* Bsrifig's ^xamipatioD, p^ i^y f Ante p. ^^ 
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•Aled to the amount of imports, the. accotat between ^ tW9 
ixmntries will then appear ia a very different point o£vieir«.- * 

The average imports from the United States 

into the dominions of Great Britain for the £> 

four years before stated, is - 6>26q,piy 

The freight on which, whether to the British 
\ Colonies or to Gr^at Britain, is j^aid to the 
' American Ship Owners (145,650 toils of 
American' shipping came to Gneat Britiain 
ahne in 1801), and upon ah alccurate calcu*' . 
lation niay be estimated at one-fourth va« 
lue, or £2$ per cent, of the first cost in Ame* 
jrica, is ii$ 67,481 

Which makes the whole value of the annual * ^ • 

•^ import into the British dominions ftom the — '•- ^ 

* United State^i on the average before stated,' £'Tfi'i^Ao6 

■ ' " t ■> * 

The exports ftom Great Britain and her depen.- • 
5^- deneies to the United States for the year 

1801, amounted to - • - ' 7>523j6oo 

And the average of the exports t6 thcnh for ' 

' 1809, 1B03, and 1804 was «' 8,093,000 

Or making an average export from Great Bri- 
tain and her dependencies to the United' ' • ' 
3tates in four 'years of * ' fi^^yS^^ 

Whilst bur imports amounted for the samepe-^ 

riod to ■' - - •, • .* 7^837,406. 

Leaving a balance in favour of Gre^t Bricaiif of ' . ■ • ■ r- ■ - .. 
only • • ^'^ .P* ' £'^ JJ3i<>94 

theFefocttf upon a fair average of the 'tfoui' "y^ars 1801, 

2, 3, and 4,- mcludmg the year ^ scarcity, the balaMe' ^f 

trade between^ Great Britain and the United States appears 

-capita be iC»U3»094,.in favour of this cpupiry, which^ by 

^isj writers i?i stated at ;^. 2*893,000 !! and which is the only 

^turn.or con>p,<pi)sation for the loan of j^.£f,9©p,cxDQ of ca- 

nital| fm-nished apnually by Grej^t Britain);© enable the Ui^ited 

jO^ates to.carry on their traqe. with siU parts of the world,(whicb 

.is not stafid at a larger siim^ although this aiithoir and those 

Vho appear* to think with him, represent It at ;^. 12,000,000) 
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or two-thirds At value of tfieir entire tnrde, agreeable td 
thetr -mode of computation. 

There are other considerations which it is likewise neces- 
sary to take into the question of the value of the American 
trade to Great Britain. No allowance is made in this writer^s 
calculations for bad d^ljtSf though all the exports from Great 
Britain to the United States are made on long credits.' By the 
recent examii^ations in the House of Commons^ an avera^ of 
eighteen months is taken as a fair period to expect rtoims i 
iT'^may therefore be estimated according to mercantile 
calculation, that on a gross sum of £, 8iOOo,ooo, not less 
than ;^.40o,ooo per annum is lost by bad* debts. It is not be- 
lieved any English merchant would msure these debts fat' ^ per 
ant. ; and on the other hand^ the imports from the United 
States are chiefly sold here for ready money. There is 
another and greater evil, in the exteitded credit given to the 
citizens of the United States, above all other countries with 
idrich the subjects of Gxeat Britain have commercial de.aU 
iogs,' as it enables them to hold out the cessation, if not, the 
actual confiscation of this capital upon any diflference be- 
tween the governments of the two nations ; alarming the 
persons concerned in it} and furnishing them with arguments 
to assail the government of the country, whilst it strengthens 
the applicati(Mi of the American negotiators here. This evil 
has been frequently felt since 1786^ and the late attempt to 
procure petitions among the manufacturers, and to raise a' 
cry throughout the country in favour of American interests 
is another pri io f of it> whilst it affi>rds a striking and me* 
morable instance of, the patriotism and good sense of the 
people at large, who are not so easily tq be deluded and influ 
enced as the advocates of America expected. 

.That the balance of trade is a subject of much abuse and 
false theory % is manifest by the statement of -the autjior of 
* this work, in the average he has formed of the yeari rSoa^ 
3, and 4 } for it is mamtained that Great Britain derives no 
more than a mutual advantage from her trade with AAieMcaK 
when the whole of that trade is fairiy calculated' ^ and cdhsi*^ 
dered : the operation of the four years' average before stated 
dearly shows, that little oir no balance remains m favour of 
Great Britain, and whenever the subsequent statettfents caii- 
be made up for the years 1805, 6^ and 7, it ir not tifotpre* * 

* Mr. Baring's £xiumiiatton# p» Hp ' 
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tliinlttgta pikiit^ di|t 1^ positioti wit( 1)e feuikl to ^ ttg^j 
tfili. Indeed there is no f easdn to dcmbt the 0kctt thai oti# 
io^ports ib^t year frcrth Amciica have b^n equal to diir ;ex^ 
pom; for the Aitiencail ships Which -have discharged tfieiir 
catfoea in this conatiy exceed in tiumbet i|iose in the year 
t$oKf their tomaageiy^ng 146,700 toBS» Therefore iihless it 
can be proved that this po^ti<Hi is incorrect, and that the 
fi^ght paid by Great Bfitain to the America^ Mp^owwrB^ 
is iw>t psectsely the same as paring for the product of the 
country from whenoe it is bvoiightt and which codse^jHeiitljr 
cttcieases the i^lUe of Au Import^ it is certainly fair to 006^ 
t/^ai^ » 0iitt to nmntakk diis important fact, diat ont ex** 
ports- to America, by no proof as yet s|d4iiced| so far exceed ' 
our iomorti bmn t&t conmry, as to make it necessary to 
Qreat wkaitt, that the United Statea should hate an e^emedl . 
commerce to Burope to^naUe her topay thebahilceof trade, 
that may be due to ^la. 

It maybe said, that adding lL%Lper€iM.^ one-feitfib part 
of the value of die fHToduoe. of Atncrica exported to Gteat : 
Britain or to her dependeiaciei for freight is % mere speculative 
opkiion; it is however not difficult to prove the contrary | 
for the article of lumber, wheth^ carried te^ onr colonies or 
broMbt to this country^ pays more ^lan ^the first cost for 
frei|^t i Naval stores, tar, turpentine, pitch, and rosin in. the- 
sme proportion . Flour, rice, aud tobacco^ about one- 
third \ therefore allowinc very liberally for cotton and othef ; 
idrticks, diO:average will be fuH oiie*fourth partj and indeed it 
it under rated at that sum. It is ther^fpris not unreasonaUe. 
to infer, this writer has never seen the official^aeeount of the* 
tonnage, on which the dudea were collected in the United 
States, or he would not have afieeted- so mudi ignorance of 
the statement' of the whole imparts into iUnerica an- 
nually exceeding the whole of the exports iC*i>550yOOo:; 
without being able to account for it, odierwise, ^^ttntnim' 
the mdi «f stating * tie accounts/* he surety forgot diere 
was any Irtif^t of American shipping to be conddered^ 
whieh on examination fM-ms a very hrgc portion of the 
wealth ^ the United States. 

The Unked States are entirdy their own carriers to 
spd from all parts of the world (with some verj few 
esceptiMs) therefore in sdl their nnport^ from magn^ 
countries diey have to pay their own Sbi^Owners, the frei^t 
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€f die ar^k^impondl io aJI4iti«iirti^ihe'CQiii i»i die oAm 
haady-att tbrir ospocit "^ of faraga or 4pnc8dc podnef * 
aie ourneit to every part of the globe in dieir owa« 
sbipsi^ and €on8e(|Beatly the fireig}it paid to tbe Anericani^ 
beiag added to tlie first cost or export price of the articka at 
the tine W dupment by die ceontriea to which they carry 
them rcspectiTely, it wiU not be difBcidt to prove tbeb car« 
ryiag trade akm, fmrma the bahnceof their tradey and whidh 
may be estimated at four nUUions MiirUttg per ammim^ icpi the , 
ttvera^ of the (bur years taken in this cfidcidation from Mr* • 
Gaktin'a Official tttiim, or upon 1,041^306 tonsy whicbi in^ 
thefoUowiAg yeari namely 1805, was iacssased to 194439453 
t<»is,f 

Tbe inteecouipe beiireeo the United States, and Eerope for 
die last three years has become much more coefVMtedy owing 
to the almosi entire cessation of the direct trade between the^ 
mother-^onntries in Europe and their respective coloniesy and 
from this drcomstance agents have been sent from all the 
coomiercial estabUahmeaSs^ in ^ ptncipal sea*ports of Hoi- 
laii4» Fnmcey and l^ain^ to the United States^ who have 
ex^en^ve audiorities granted to them to advance money on 
cargoes of coliwiial produce shipped to dieir respective esta* 
blasb^ients in Eorope, on cons&iments lor sale, on account 
of die?Americaii prq[»iietora. There is another source from 
wbenee has arisen very lar^e conngnments of American and 
ookioinl produce, an^ of ^st India goods in Americaa. 
botioms to Europef tiemelyi in the trade from the United 
States to Vera wruz. In this trade there are employed % 
mreat number of Am^can sl^ who take in recunij for 
dicir cargoes to V^ra Omz^spim to a very great extant* It ia 
not nfspesmry for die purpose of these* observations to atssmpt 
soebow,. whether the epecie so ei^rted from Vera Cms to^ 
llie'Unted. Stales is the property of individuals, or of the 
S|binisli or f^rencfa governments, it is sufficient to ^late thei^ 
W every nsason to bdieve that the same principally remains ia 
the Ua^d States, and ferwUch produce ischieflyditpped and 
consigned to Antwerpf and whicby in % great measure, accountt 
to tte very.^rcat o^tal now employed by the cidzens of t^ 
United States in dieir trade .toi die East Indies and China* 

^ See opponte statement ^9 for a correct account of the exports of 
flftFnited SUt^s for the last fivii yeaytf. 
t Appendix to Sir F. M, Bden on Maritiqie Rights. -' 
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ithaf 4ls6 b^^n dbseWM^ tliat tkd neuifalityor tite X7h^j * 
Shkt(;s> Kas'be^ti ^Ae tn^iiha <^ drtiflatmg td'^4a^ ^<hofe^^ 
?^iel^s of the pi'odiide and itiahiiiFacttire 6{ this couffit^^'- 
in- the''d<MiainS6flrf bf Ae 'eneMy, '^o W^ "M haire-ikt 

intperfect. It ^pp^i (torn thi^ exaffitrfalii#n* dP t^^ dlNidiilfe''^ 
of Great Bfltaift, '^di^ British ih^ufattUred £6^^ ^feW^^ 
nuiHf 'T«t^i:p5)rted f^^ cbhWefable^an^un^ (tiftH tWUftAttS:^ 
Stiie^^h Annmciita bdttoms, aftd tK&e^^iH'pWffti6aF'^5ti^" 
tion i$ ttfi%lle coibrties df -the c!*i«yin the^W^IrfdiWatf*'^ 
SdlJtb AiyfericS? but, thtivt^hrtfe bite tid dfril^>ak:^ss I6^liii^^ 

West Itidies^ and if this tradeivas not tailzied on by the" siSHX'^ 
jecfi* * ifhe tJftited Statesi-it %IHi!d 8§ Ifitbe-'^lfg^ti W' 
Gi^tB^aiii; vtfe the^ f^^^tttli ^klT^ftisI «i9Il^^ 
fit and national adt^tage ^of beihg^««^'«d^ tUs^^f^lfa SHttstr ^ 
boiffon^s. Anefh^<fa<^» vt^itek- dO«d^'no«< ap^^tti'' ftf tl9flM- 
been inotiiR^'iit Ms^^mirk^hr^tfAltj^i^mitnmi^ty^ 
ft6tn t{i^ coiitftrie^^ ther^n^ifi'Etirdl^ef ^i«ui^a;^«(i^tf ^^IM' 
othef mefchtitldtee*»k4»''^^tief fef Vbo^t^''J§l fi^^Bib66,Wiir 
pezXtit propott!6i^of'w«!«A ar^ s*Ship6rtW l§f %hl5'u&^dfA« - 

Iate'geh€f*atty ih^ '#ftefhy*&*^'i;iWttftfctUtei^^ iftk^i^bsAM tl^ftfiF 
«fi^^^ &Atii(b nrf&!l«fedf tired' Svouki dtbenHlte fa«rd>g9f)<d. ^Of^ 
thg;^.' 'fo,^6o,oodt/^tfid^tdbfe impd1Pted^Jltt«> thfc'U^ite^^SWttfl^ 
frohfi'fllteicdtintfy, the gteateW: ]^r<^ foj* re-e^pidrWiioftV^awr^ 
wdUMJlavg fimftd It^^ay^tiy^tfae' 6&tiiie'maT{t4iQ4JE^ tb^^luid* 
nottSeer dent'thi^u^ Amc^t^.^^ kisttk^eferd^dbvUmi^dlir^ 
these '^s^meSfts^^o nOtbeiMffit Gveat Brttlimi«Pat>y^tlfiltoHlll: 
peim o^^le^i thtfSgh th«y certainly ^Yick^-flMr indil^iduals 
aad^i9ie^st)b}^^^^f the tlnit^d States Md^b^hi otilff^fdi^'tfiMf^t 
outward cargo is shipped in their own V€%leto^"W l^c^"^ 
cdlMi^; from ^^llpltenee they csA-ryto thtf United ^9nit^ ^e 
tdlum^^t|:ai$f pfdddte wi«h all the pr«fits(^^ttoi^ tfiiif^^ 
agems^of the'fd^n^'es^btiriuhmts 4it Btif i^er^iiiM ad^millir^ 
fondir^to^^he AfiMAem 6WfierV jii ofdpr to iiftr6<^o^C0Ddlgi(P 
iiM^liid^ ssdeihf Btfl^p«i which titabfea Mtti Mm^^^y w 
i^HMkrAenceia ritw voyarge f»i^e- santte priMlpteJ^^^'It iGwrel)^ 
cann^wkh any pni^rfetyortttidi^te caiil<i^t ^ilM'BijyHp 
dlH^es^^y advai«tag«fC>^ii»th26 intrying^tradeiJ^^he^^i^lMt^ 
State} unless the sale of a few manufactures^ which may be 

* Mr. Bap^g-f ^xammation, p. 139. -f ibid.vjjj* f^,,j[ a 
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taken in addition tp the v^ular American consumptiont b« 
toil8M}ei%((dn, adequate ^ocdnpenfation foK the alarming dt* 
tlitjt of iBriti^h shipping and the diminution of our ex* 
.p^n to out *6ym colonies ^ whtist it.is.ckar the tcade parricci 
ott^^fortnerty by Btitish subjects from the* fi^e. ports in Ac 
West Indies has much deereaopd, with a proportionate d^ 
pt^essioh' on other important interests of the country* 
; TKts statement is not made with any personal or oS^mxt 
vieS^, but 6niy to shew the ptdilic. that. the. United 5t^ 
ongjitnot to expect to carry on. this sort of trade enttfiitly.t^ 
t^eir own athrantage, without making Great .Britain a p^rty^ 
eitltef %7 treat]^, or oy the adoption of such reciprocal jpegnW 
iion^^ as ifrtU condnce tolkat end. ,- Had the mle b£tn^ war 
d[ t*fc&h^ tofons^di there would not have been such an 
V^rmptis Increase of American tonw^e^ ^andn^ a jnrylis 
n3ft(r In fWpnt ^f jthat principle^ ibeeaasetfaelatie orders in 
^coai3<;0doiiot go far ^efioughf Had France possessed, ^e 
j^^ iikvSIlrapetiority as Great firitaini. tiittt is^nodonbt 
toil^ AhJdri^ah esrryihg trade woi^dhavffjbecfi long before 
jSArtfite grtiitljr reduced ai»^ brought within its tirue' and 
leg i Sb a a fe lin^. - It is there£sre mehticholy tq confessi, that. 
G^at Britain has supplied the United ;^atBffvitfaltii0 .capital 
^'%hlcE they hat^e been thus enricheid. - Qar nasryiias been 
to t&^m 'k 'shield agaii)st the insuks of France and Spain; 
yet,^deaTour8 are now made to induce diis conntry to- sub* 
inftt to ijiieh regUlatifcms as the persons ho^ii^ the power of 
live' glo^t;^ of the UiUted States shsUl dictate, evesi as tp 
^ic'^lhtiet l^y which ovtt nftral p<wer b to be suppocted 

'^'^^Tfiiilt H trusted wfll nerer be submitttd to« T^be tight 

lif -h^dx U to Great Britain an invaluable security in time of 

jf^'ftl^.^!''^^^'^'^^^^^^^^^ by evenf able statesman, and in- 

t^^M^y aicted upon in die brighte^periods of the history of 

0»nit?BritaM) I and to take our se^en wherever we fin4 them 

Sji<tllie«ifaplbywentof neutrals^ must be considered as essw 

A^B^ii^i&t,&tp the mait^nanceofour naval sower*. Con- 

Jjic^^.tk^se imp^^ points, and this cpuutryWiU not only 

^dft^^^^KPrican .tonnage still, continue to^ increa)se« Uut in 

yz very^ahortperiod British shipping more.rsipidly Recline than 

"^ |lMtefft» and perhsps in a very few years totally annihilated; 

* See Sir?. M. Eden on l^aritime Rights. 
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it therefore bdioves tw^ mam^whcr Values hU ^^uiitfy to 

'. ■ exclaim a^^ainst an j* measure that ^willprodufe siidi further 

. ire!axatiop8.'o(,the former system* Tne e? idence recently 

., adduced iu, opposition to the late energetic measures of go« 

. irernment^ |uraves< the truth of thes^liKTyattoasi and a refer- 

..cnce.tdtl^e munioatiou ^ of Mr .Ratbbone ^f liverpocrf onthe 

. orders jn councit.bill -will show how ruimus the new Vfst&m 

, . fiaibecp,ic)tl]k BiritudLship{»ng interest. It istoGreatBritatn 

that America owes ^er present prosperity, and from no other 

country will she ever receive the same advantages, for, as it 

. has beeu before stated, .we furnish her with a capital and pro- 

- tect hcr.with our navy^ 

tlvB ol^ect of these remarks is to pr^yre, that the balance of 
trade between Great Britain and the Unh«d States is very little 
in &vqur of the former, and that the trade of America with 
the continent of Europe i^ not advantageous to this country : 
indeed it may with propriety be said, and which experience 
proves, that since the United States began to extend their 
'shippineand commerce, and especially during the last sis 
ye^^rs, mey have paid tUs country worse for the manufac- 
tures and other articles we have exported there ; aijid for the 
truth of this assertion an appeal may c.on£ulently be made to the 
persons concerned in this trade, it must be obvious to every 
person conversant in commerce, that America carries cm half 
ner trade M^th BrituS capital, and which she does on spe» 
culatxve voyages, tp^e time and returns whereof being uncer« 
tain, the creditors in Great Britain must remain unpaid for 
^ very considerable period beyond the usual credit; and there- 
fore all the advantages arising from that tr^de arewith Axnerica 
0nly, in as mucn as the enormous increase of her shipping 
tends to swallow up the British capital| and enables them to 
derive, those profits from it, which the regular return of that 
capital, in herlegitimat« tradeias formerly carried on, gave 
to the exporters from Great Britain. 

t^revious to dismissing this part of the subject, it m^y be 
useful to notice the reproach which has^een thrown, even 
fcy an advocate of America *^-*^tm the British government, for 
some of the iqdulgences which have been so improvidcntly 

• See printed Minutes of Evidenccy p. 78. * 

t Medfbrd's Oil without Vinegar, p. $i. 
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Inifai trade i^oiii more umcamntaHe. ts acre is no nypgh 

^^dttljiga^^^^^ f^^^g^^A^^ ^^AIMa^A •AA^K^^rftf <d^^tt ^^^j^^^^^ mlfk^^^kMA a_ ^ 

iiist<M»^ fiW l i wil i <l g 1<tf<efMitilu'€i<» IMiniiMidt^ 

C^ fY'ts* bHHIIIIArI' W^ vBi wifMr 4*^ 

■CBT UCWH ImSOIv v^'uCIlOnil IBB 
■^9Qv9iDT UitlClU AlfltCU TV Ov VllfSBCefrOT opSIB fO. 

die same ad ¥MM2Mii ftmftdie S pmifc t s iwiy there, and 
Ait JMbnritoitr Stflig^Md M^l^jplbi* $gi«t%|OMniiibr- 
adsitotf «»: iMfIng tbe pune Awi Vo» Q}it |» Smc^ 

«ttafcliri||utbdgi«ee»4iif|iti|rej it if-'freinai^itit 13 naly 
mneauBtf iult imiMM .^s mtsi mfg^ tcMsfcisAk rfw 
aMDU|^tt<ie%i|lieTedtabe ''sound pMey ui tto SfUttskMf 
tectetetzteJ^ttilt lioin cqi fo r^#fi/»vrf sl^ tat ^ ^iib 
ittattuft c Ul r e dfeooflg d^Mtai # Apasii%Mlcnie^ M(^ >piJiai« 
Wekri^lNiraild |iiiidtff6M» ififuf a ;^ .bi4M^J>Ma»M sBmAI bo 
giibnCBd jdaripenoMrtd. W^i^ filf <^^^ 
i^d K tlMt^pdciertoo}lpMfft oC^ suMdy dif "fiiMi .8fM(. t» 
VUn^iai4 jlisAilMJ^i^^«Jh«SL«i4»r? 8k||d Wdv^ 
pbyed, thus to protect the property ctl^ enemy, uMeid.^ 
(Biftgcn9la^e4<stD tapl^it^iifrtte«<io.MiQ«i^ 
n. 5ra : pmxdladMKe tli^^ cM^xl lotM^ecitloiui .f oMMoedi; ill 
fii^teataifntioti. of tte ^sAiidwCioC Gjneit vBrttsift, yhkk am 
•i|aUl]i ID b^idiiamnDdedrf^ii^^d^ 
bMBxtepUasaki aMtttiDSil»e|atfR:Sr.t]it&>ik»4^ ia 

^^ed fnorol^rto s)iflw thd autfapib^sH^iKtber .«kMDa^ia iao^iutH 



l|it^ and caiwinr^ haar iiig afveaifd kk all kis^W0>fiytitiiki 

QliatMi 



«!svaiiKai.iiBaflis» tops dpp aa t ip teip .«ril^ thtf j>ila ol^^ttOMlb 
t i^»ti]acobin Revnew, ^dJ. ai. Tp.* iS t* * ' ' ' 
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In im jBttiftMri 4BiiB^ft«^ia;^aftV m^ttankh^tM^ AyUU&^^Mk 

<f nlHttdgf 4o£;kjft MiB<^nsMkArri ^^""^ hMliiM thji miiMiiiii 

tiAmtfto' ^ tkkii^ snibifibn ^ei* At fitftliliraAee '^ iMii^ 

Mil MMi#iiAl)ieBd l^^ ibe^Mfey ami JlAitf4 tkt iMnriettt 
Ibt^fctfl <Mf tHe mometitto «iiNeigh mote 'yiik)mm' «aid^ 
fidibtictoif i^girifasg rf i>e yijftaiftnt iiicisreil9^iiii»^ 

wdfiM* ^^'OlBa' iMiHll most be' wd^ W 4dtli Ml^i«iop(M 
^ t6 i^Mir^Mr o«tt particiilH^ tlie iMMfialaiidimtiiMkrs^ 
^ dM ^eMt pbisatttidi %rfcere0«e««rit tadDtift ^Ittii aim 
^ ike k^ ^kd1|lmik^ iMki^ 

^ and cMumm^foodt^*^ -• \ «. .u,.; ,>."■''[- 

In tht panogef, fmiknAirfy Pffirmd $0i ir 9 «^;*r4 
** r AMritf « MM id«iad wi of^tibe lM6ry dF flilr^Mdei ^ttn 
iai«#;iM»^^doi]bl m «^l&ar MA'tlM»«MmirAMidirtf >^^ sniMi^ taStMl 

ntm^W iBeh-^iiSlbt of inrailiitt:^ Amukhm of' eM;^dtti|lBiNf' 
6r die . iMjg^MMnHKf porpoteor adwtieing extrairaipnt ptcp^ 
|Kisia«»f l»E dMMikl vatlM »|cei|p ookettiiW of taiiiq| 
llwtti^ ef the unprofeeqted'sratt of iiir c^ cum u tt tiHi fe ! » 
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IttcaBs k l>7 a jystmiOk coofseof thenwae arUtrofy incwt* 
siste$9€jif* 

Again, the respect which is shewn to Mer classes of the 
S^gamvnkjt is aeft-gtvatei' than that borne ta the SHiipping 
Interest^ and the #iEpre$8ions.a|^plied to the exertions of the 
^W^^mdia mevchants^^ to reheve the depressed state of the 
l^laaleivi as well as. ^ other great commercisd bodiest* 
evince: fiich an* antipathy to every thing not immedi- 
ately connected with Ammeati interest, that it mult pro«*^ 
duG^ CO the public minddie correct conclusion, that every 
sa^fifie, consistent -with national honor, has been made by 
Great Britain to Ainerica, and convince them more strongly, 
of tiie banefolvefiea of '^ thg sysfem ^*cMciiswt/* which has 
b^tm 90 justly and ^laiversally reprobated by every troe Eng* 
4ishman} whilst the^realest caution and delicacy is ob-. 
served towards the United States, and not to wounl the 
feelings of ihe. great body of merchants in Anurka^ who, 
h<^est M>ulsl so little ^ deserve theuiyusirnsifiuathns in 
whieli writM on thii^ subject have so ilMieralfy indulged f." 
^ The kiEi|K>rtanre ol this subject irill} it is trusted, excusie 
the leti^b of this digre^ion, which may, with som^ pro- 
'prietyj be cbncluded in the words of "this writer, that, ^itit 
to be hoped no mSitister will be withheld, by political 
coiviuHfiee. frata admiitistering equitably and impartially^ 
-between the 4iffkrent commercial interests of the country | 
and thaft wiie^ the encouragement of our shipping require$ 
reatrktibtl' and OK>nopolies, nvl^h I by no means denjy that . 
their efficacy and utility wililie thoroughly investigated^.*' 

Hie other Sritlshtei^leixitofr^ar fothe Km{^c6loni^ 
in 'North«Ai]aerica,.are Cape Breton, Prince Edwanl's Uand^ 
and IfewfouDdkmd; 

• ' Cafb BiRfiTON 1% separated from Nova-Scotia by a narrow 
straiti called the 'Gut of Canso^which is the communicatioi^ 
between the Atlantic- and the Gulf of St. Lawrence; it %a8 
ceded to Great Britain in 1 7r§d, and erected in 1784 mto a 
separate gbvennhent: there is a great proportion of arable 
land in this.islipd, #faich abounds in timber and hard 
.vioiaNiv 'Stu:h as > pine, beech, birth, maple# spruce, ahdik% 
The island may be considered as the key to Canada, and Iht 
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* Mr. 39rixig*s Examination, p« xst. 
Ilbkjl.p. $♦,' 



t Ibid. p. i48b 
§Ibfid. 171* 



▼eijyalu^le fisheries ink its^ neighbowrlM^ 4tptiid 4^ 
their |>rotecUoxi on the possession o£ it ; as no nsiioi^ cw 
carrf tbent -on without some convenient harbour of fitrength 
jro supply .^Adprotect'tbem, and Louidiurgh is thepffind|i9i} 
one^ for tho^e purposes* 

Great advantages are now derived firoia the coal nuacs 
lA dlds inlands which are isituated near the entrance of tly 
harbouT) the works of wluch> and the fisheries ccmfititute the 
.chief employment of the iohabiunts, bivt without trading ^ 

eesent directly to the British West India ishndk hoth Csvftt 
'etpn and Prince Edward's Island serve to eaaease the ex- 
' .ports of Nova Scotia } they likewise supply Newfoundlaod 
,with cattle^ and with proper encoumgem^ot) would rival^oiue 
,of the more opulent colonies in articlas of agriculture* 
Prince Prince Es^ajld's Island is. situated in the gulph ^ ^. 
"^ ^*- J ij^KUM iM II ilii iiiiiilinii Go»s^ of NGVa£kot»j:s«idww 
island foronerly called St* John's, but which was chan^ in 1799 
in complimeett to his Royal Highness the Dims 09 TStMXM* 
This tshuid abounds with timbor €>S varioun kinds, beeeh, 
h\xtii% particubUrly the ilaifkhvcAi{bettdAmffr^i). It is the 
huTj^ of the deciduous trees, and is commetnihsoughcwt the 
island ; it is much, used ia tl^ northern States of' America^ 
for ship'huUding ; it is nearly of the colour of light ondia^ 
gany, and takes as ffnoA a polish«*«-A few<argote of thisiUnd 
of timber have recently been exported fron me idand to LiK 
verpool and other potts in the North of Snglaiidy andakofeo 
S<90tland and hreland where it is much ^fkityved ; sewal 
atsetnpts have lately been made to introduce it into tsiR^Lom^ 
don iDarket, but the tiinber inerdiants appear t&beegafaist 
it, and they have tgo much the command of the trarae t6 
render it practicable to introduce a new: article witheut their 
iKmcurrencey unless it is encduraged by bounties, or other- 
wise promoted by governmeat.-^This wood is admirably 
>d^ed for stocking fire arnis^ and is nearly, if not mntfe 
equal to walnut-tree, (which is used for that purpose) andean 
be supplied at one third the usual cost of that article''^ 

The other kinds of timber are, alder, maple of different 
species, namely, the white, red, and the rode or curM mafte, 
{act^r sacch&nnum). The latter is highly beautiful, is olbse 
grained, and susceptible of high pohsh ; that whidi is called 

* See An Acoonnt of Prince Fd ward's Island, byJohQ St^wirt^ 
c«q alsp Lofd Sf)i(|i4( oi| Emi^rattQir- 



Ilk; ^inHs iye mufle, is » vtriety cf thSs ti^ee, bttt tt$ dM 
triue'ftt "{Sestet arises from the great qaantky of suBar' afi^ 
tutalij «]aiQ£icltired from its tap ; the greatest part otthM m^ 
Ifiibfttfnte of «h« itlsmdf supplying themgel^ts mtk all ibm 
sugar they consume in this manner, whilst mimy of thenf faawo 
fr^ue^dy a. gteat deal to dispose of* • ' 

£ka, red-<:^ (which is to be found in coBsidevabie ^fAam^ 
tides), poplar, swamp^wfllowj twokind^ of ash^ several Meden 
of the pine, larch, m and spruce, with sercnral kinds or - frilk 
and Eowcsing shrubs abomid in die island. 

. The fisheries of this island and of Cape Breton may %^ 
greatly extended; they cohmt of the same variety of fidi m 
a»e fiwnd on the coasts c€ the King's protincca. Cod fidi is 
perhaps tio where in greater plenty than on thsecoait of Prince 
Edward's Island, the prindpal fishing ground in the gii^ of 
8e. Lawrence, baing in sight of its shores, but unfortonately 
tile sidgects of the linked States t€toat present the greatast 
advantage of thecod-fishery diev&-^4esides the seafe which 
constantly firaquent the waters of this isiaifdi there isa larger 
kand brought ou the coast annually by tha fiaating kei 
they u»e'<men taken in greatnmaAierSy are vary pr o du ctive 
^mdshe oil is nsoally earned to Haliftx ar Quelle, where 
k i8»aoidtfreitD2i5/. ta 902. perton*. 

/SeaKOws aixmt dwty.yearaago were &mid m grast nvm^ 
bara«n/du?j northern coast of dus feland, bot th^ ha^fie ba* 
cmsm ^carce^ patukidaply ^since.the Amtvican war, ^ when so 
*$ nrasy Aimri^ fid^rmen penrod into the gidph and at^ 
^^.ia^kad dtanritttba summer, about the Mugaakn Idmidsi 
^ tfaatinaird or^rlhreeyaars the species were nearly «Mm>yed| 
^ hirnhxAt^ keen seen for iseversd years after; hewaMr tba 
<f kind, adtt exists^ said they are known to be incr«»Ming 
^ fask# and if the killing theifi waa under proper regakttions 
^*dhey might sgadn becotne so munerous as to bean object of 
^.fpreat coitteipience, hxA this, never ean be the- c^, while 
^< th^ Nem> EngUmi fishermen ate allowed to come into tha 
** gulph and d^^oy themf ^" ^ ^ 

' The igrants to individuals of the Magdalen and eiii^r 
islands, are considered to be particularly disadvantageous and 
ifi^iousto the British fishermen.-*-Ic is, however, to^ be ex- 
paixad thjit in all future grants, reservations will be contain^ 

* Stewart's Accow»t. f Ibid- 



en a i!^.&ixerj an sU the coutsof tbese. iskwds^ aodoi 

I ^ necessary buildLngBfortlutpmptne,. 

i.Artui-ican g&berinea will not be al- 

^(i^ andadvaata^i they lure cle!7.yr\ 

ed to use, ami ereot stages uid otfaes. 

ia isttndi which had been gradmUy 

vomised to become s^aia coesiderablsi^ 

id of recomm^iicing % trade bom tbeiK» 

: India Island^ by which its iohabitanti 

olipniid produce on moderate terms* .> 

were likewise aonualiy dipped for the 

I which £SiT>ti*h tnanu^otuixS) salt, and, 

IWD^. b^^des the cody&hery, the her-; 

rpmisifid . well, and th« inhabitaius ^ 

d had .obtwned a coi^idarable share ia 

th^igTeatiS^mon &hjerief c^uried on in their neighbourhood 

ifa- 5i6. cpDtmffit.:; on. the .whole, there iwaa ev«ry appear- 

mc* ■fi{:9Hpea^V* ^d\ii^b)i/i Efheries .being .flstabUshed, 

HjlXj^^Wpn^ ^fty , th(t^9 P ii)o ej || re| n B i eTU of. the late.w^^^thanavi^ 

g9^9f4 W^ fWhmiaL ^^tiBDijqru suspended* by which -neutrals 

wwe .^JUiiued to pafticipMein the trade to the Britidi West 

It^ail^l^^—iSin^e tlwaH,tJi«ee.£4ieTiet^ have beeaaearly . 

giy^it>#p,]i;cnip w^l'^-<>f iCacA^ur^igeinemi a"d thorticleis ,(A 

' export from the islandat prefetU, consist of -wheatr badey, 

oattt'^f'*i^)ib»tKr>(vjrf>,»^-ot\,^v»i oy»«cvtio NoTaSco>' 

tla>w^IiJ4ve,cattU,afidwn>^iaffilT^'toi^ew^itadUnd,,^m4F>c- 

CTMi^t^llBTij' ifvtc?xgoft» (^square, timber to (^v Britain, fkm 

and^Wlp*lvw »se4 iA thwiKlv»d»and everjr.^arpwr raises »' 

l(p4l^<maptij,yye»rljr^wliich is ajj^Ued.to domestic juesf., -A" 

f^^i ''S^^^^:'^^ /Wffig^ in building sbips^ which are' 

gf^fr^-,^1^ i^ N^wfoiwdlaadj this business siU prqbaUp 

1>^q^e9,^^o a,gre»f c^teW:,> ^epever^the NeffjmmdlaBd 

fisberi*? ffivji^^ ?s th« gr^(rtipienty, of timber, in this islaaJi' 

and.t.]^Te;f$9n^bip,)riate ^ which thtt necessaries of life^irv' 

obBW_e4.ilWlLpn»He.*^e iiftabiiMits t<» hwild. ai.# xfiuch 

(beaper ^ffie ^f^ui in^N^wfc^d^ui. . »' 

Since 179S, the imporlution of all kinds of [nvvisions into 

this island has ceased, whilst the g-jwrf of theta has gradaaUy 

imreasfd. •■ ^—, - - ■-. 

* Stewart's Acf^ovqtr, tB»d. .y. . 




^ 7!Se Ve^f^tdisnStiiiSA JiSieryh (^tong^ standing tfvih th69e N«r* 

-fibi^stiea bf ffit inKaHtattt^ of the coimnett of Amefidi, an* ^""^^ 

was^ft&^ifeidefed* ^before tlie crticiusion of the war, Which' ■*■*•' 

sepafft^'ttie UuSted States ffeirt GrtaiV BAain. ' R fe nt* 

confiiied to ahy partictflar exclusive cortipady, IWf fe ah open 

geMl^I Bnteai cod-fi^hery, cohsfscing of niaiiy Ibdgi^^ or 

commodfcJUf harbotirs. It was discovered bf't}^^CSkyh'}h 

130%' HM taken possession t)f' for the o^Wrt-df Engfefcd, 

'ifliSa: thef named Ter7*a de Succalefys^ but did fto< settle 'ttif 

<h«^» Thii island abounds t^ittr timber proper fdt* 

If ted oAer purposes, but hs chief v^Aue i^ the giie&t 

fishery ei^rrM. on upon thc^se shpab, which are called jtfai^ 

Bankf '6f 17ewlbtfhdland, which jbnherly sup^Ti^ in % 

»^t nteastrt-e Europe and tb^ West Indies wit^ dried, cod^ 

fishy but itk corisecpieiice of the subjects of the Uhitetffltsitear 

6^^'«}i^l*d Ae same pr^vHeg^s ih fishing on these baillb 

itKl Wthi^gtl^^df S^ as before th^jr'beScirtie a 

dfStin^t tod i^e^ehdant'state, and from the injuriotts cpnse^ 

qoend^ festtfting from the inifh-ess of thef British- seamen 

cmfio7^'& ki zttA the - stispeiksiott 6f the colonialf System ih 

H^^^M rieifMls, ^'Considerable diepression hasbeen produced 

en the Brlttih inter^/and tbiit fi^erjr in common with the 

Mhie^Vs in^ those >eas have very mnch declined; thej anr, 

ho^^eir, $tin cskpaUe of great extension, and dtftn m^Ait 

fihi^"tlie'pei»liar atteiiti6handeonnderatibn of t^e'!eg{s!s^ 

tiir^'of ^^«ak Britate. . , r,, .^ 

OA th» stili^ect endeavours are likewise made to mislead ; 

h IkrHng been re^n-e^nted, that the interference of the 

sublets of the United States in the Newfoundland* fishery * 

is not^ii^iiHobs, btit Irighly beneficbl t6 Gr^ Bi4tSiklf. 

At this time, it may be admittecf, th^te i^ no other niode of 

su|}|i^lig the' greatest part of the cohtipent with is& tttan 

fat the Vessels '^ the United States $ but it is a recent fem^ 

porary inconvenience, resulm^g firom the prese)il! state of 

Eift^pe; for, trrider no other* circuriist^ances can their iiitei 

f(^%nee in the Newfoundland 'trade be warranted. That^^he 

conf^lafttts which were previeusly-'tnadt Were; welltbuhded', 

especially in respect to the intercourse with the British 

^ Dr. Douglas' Summary^ l vol. p4 3d7«— ralsoRee^s's Hialory of 
Ibe povemmcnt of Newfomtdlaod. 
t Mr. Baiio^'t Examinationj p4 173* 
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W«$t Indies *» there beii^ no oocwon whvtwerto penmt 

Jish to be imported there m American bottam% is evident^ 
from the present i\dmiiustration hxviog, by an order df 
council of the 1st of July last^ prohibited, the impartatioii of 
fish In Arnerkan vessels into the West India.islaiuU* 

The deviation from the oayigstion aadcokmia) system it 
attempted to he justified by the circuaostance of the Aaxeti' 
cans carry ingf,; in. this in$taiiee>^4 caught by.British sub- 
jects^ to mark^etf it is stated, f* nothing can undoubtedly 
be more repu|iunt tc the pU system cfUews unitr xffibich 
we hav^jiourmed, but at the same time, oodnng faa snore 

* tt app^^ars that as yet no regular sy^em of copyoys ircMB 
\ht firkisk trolbnies in America to the West India islands has been 
establiehtdy thotigb it has been acted upon by Admiral Berkley, 
duriDg tlw. last -season ;«tlic«conv0y sailinp^ montttyy ahetnately to 
tbe Windward. JfiJUiH^ and to Jamaica : m conscquenee ^ wmclly 
the most beneficial effects have resulted^ and the supplies of Bsh haw 
b<^n greater, more regular, in4atioyv;er ratesy than for many years 
pait. This Experience,' it is hoped, will induce ^Qver^ment pcr- 
nanently to establish this systeni m time of war, aft it'will Militate 
and encourage the intercpuxse between the Ihritish d^cadeticies ; 
but assurances shoqid \>e s^ven.to toe colaaistSi tbjit tjie same will 
not be relinquished. 

The af:counts presented to the HouteofLordA, February, iSoa, 
shew the extent of the 8Ui>plie8 now furnished from the Brithb Ailicsii* 
c^ ceioofes ; and when it is considered, that a vert great prifuffim 
of the supply o^fsbeufd lumber^ stated to. be fiimii£.d by the Uv^ 
States f h nctuaf/j the produce of, and cured and prepare4 in the 
Britsfb conttoenta] colonies^ and admitted to be so by the American 
paily here, it surely ought to conrince themost bigoted eothafilast of 
their cause, of the capability aad extent of the resoHiiccr of tbe 
King's provinces. 

Ezpottcd to the British West Indies fitim the BritiiJk Americas 

ColonieSf in the following years: 
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drnif 9hew bMr iiupplmble Mf9tm fi^qnamly; are to nei0 
tm$r^ Itf stvdy^ <H%lif not to be matrei* of triumph to a 
IpEkwh-fubjiiCt) to obverte die d^eMion under whidii one 
of tbe most 'hnpovtafit tsmiKlies cxf the trade of Great Britain 
now labaiits» .principaUy from the impolicy of codtinuinf^ 
the n&m sjrsttm» which has encouriiged and promoted to so- 
ahfffloiftg imA enormooB aD extent the Mrrying tradt^ of 
Am$ru»j diat the British traders are no mrger ^le to- 
joempete with tfaexO) bat are Atriigefdfo employ the vessels 
of the United Sutei to take their fish and other articles f 
to sMdbet \ Unkr soich cnrumsttnces, is it patriotic % so 
pointedly to denote the prosperity of America — the increase 
of^'her tfside— «and th^ extension!! of her shippings and to 
cMtra^ them with the mdancholy and ^pressed state of 
the British fisher iei and 3hipptng Interest ? It may, periiaps»'. 
be GOi^enial to the priaciplee and feeliAgis des itvdcah AmS^ 
riimm to co&Mtnplace and enjoy the distress and ruin of 
aAetSf'fi^n they can indtdge the sense of dieir own pro* 
spcrity smd security; 

^ Soave^ inari msi^o turbamibus eouora ventui^ 
£ tenra magiiam alterius sp«ctare laborem.'' 

itf howev^y cannot fail to irritate the public mind> to. 
sec the real interests of the country, thus, attempted to he 
sacrificed to the speculative theories of some, and to the dis-. 
appoifite^or interested views of others, and the wise systemsof 
our forefathers treated with contumely arid dxsrespecc^ though 
the experience of cipnturies has shewn they ** were niore : 
versed, in the practical pkUosophy of life than the speculative 
one of the closet ; reasoning from the selfrpreservatioxi of. 
an indlviduaf to the ^clf-preservation of a people, they con- 
sidered the d^4?izc^ of this \»\s9d froto. foreign invasion a» 

■i ' ■ • * 

• M&% Baring's Examihatioii, r74« 

,t See ante page t4i ^c 

X A»tijacobin Retiew for February, i^ot, p. 164. 

II For the increase of American tannage see Edeft on Maritime 
Rights; the Supplemetit to CoUectioii of. Reports on Navigation ; 
alio the statistical tables pi|bUshed ^t Washington, in 1806, under, 
%^ \itic of Btonomica. , », 

Xn i784» it consisted onl^^^ pf . * . .^ » . . . -250^00 
In rtb5,*f. •••..- •♦••••♦^••••x,443i45j 

iTot^ Inctiease of American tonnage r,i9i,4^3^ 
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iS^^^ lav in tke^miiJBtiflt pidicyi :iiii4>iidgi^4M^^ 
«b^umm Hf the ioml ^ cQiild mi he ps^^fi^^fmA Hj^c^ ^po&r 
l«iliiig tint ^ lh«.9ea,» <t^6]r.iiiade evecy «ffi«t to prQciur# 
li(^tk« iiMioaa.inftHifimi$ pomrof its anvD. 'Tb^jnwiaheci 

as many ^tf/iv€(/iD«tiita'» jas^KMsiUeu To >&i4!0cr». and sjcmxi^ 
tinier l?0^?Ktf}ithem 'to dik appUcation q£ Jheit a^piitals^ 
Mtticiiottf '^ttid prohibitioQfl were d«vi3ed.. TbeseiitfiWt»4 
iiot onhr f^Mgnfvs^i Iwt^nattiren >tbe In^dn^f ^ ^(mt9i#iriC»> 
^^9^0' ^nfXk^ukrificei to.tliis. (>bp«t« T^acb i^9a «oo£id^ed' 
pfmo^albf a$ 4^ei oisaiis .of pram9^mg tb» employjO^eott pf . 
js&^.and tnis escour^^d ehi^. as, k .oMd^^^^tQ-^h^ 
naim^^tiFtHgth of .tke <ouiii4^'i%" Siich<.was.the)^stenpt< 
adopted by our* aocfistors,to;>|^^g0lirVa|i4 ,cff^ tbe 

tturitinw poiver o£die.iiatioi);^'ti^ &ws 4li^ eoac^d ^^ 
'wise<ttdconprelieium$(that'is»«ii Xi^rd V^rutmUs n^r^pus 
expressioii, *' deepi not vulgv \ -not «a^<]« «po& tbe .quir 
of Ji p^cuhr occasion 6>r ti^. presenty b^ntoot of f^l^G»d4eI^ 
of t&efiiture) to make, the estate ef the, jf^U sjtillioore 
and more happy, after the lamo^r 9if ^e ^islat^^in aa- 

-tieiiil and hjetttical times." . . * r v 

The war in which the countryis engaged io sppport pf 4J^ 
ttuil^fiiiE RiGHirs — ^the additional number of ships andse^ 

Htficfti^ it is necessary to employ in various and distant station^^ 

^toncpratect his Mit)est/s d<^nidtiSt and tp^ preserve unsulU^ 
ijie faastre which adorns the naval annals of Creat Bf itain^ 
ibocil^ point out the vital importance of thtBriUsh cany-' 
ing trade ^ and particularly that of the West Indjes 'and the 
Fisheries, as constituting two of the most promineht fea- 

'tures of the nursery of British seamen. . T(ie ^fewfouJa4^]^ 

; f See Ba^on, Raleigh, Temple, CtiildrLUiafdyl^WyCMty^B^^ 
y^nptt^rson, Campbell, Postlethwa^te, and all tbeother wHtefs in 'sappiJH 

''of th?B system'-— they wrdte j/^r tbe ccUnttft not firomiBteretr,^«;iue» 
or party motive. See also Dr. Johnson^s mtrocjuctipa.to the pipKtt^l 
iState of Great .Qritain,iA 17^6.—^ At frtsfnU amongst Muf^e^m 

^nations, 4, f^viif strength, which is the portion of Ureat^B^'taui, is 

' more ttan ever of the greatest importance to sovereignty, as well 
because mo&t bf the kingdoms of Europe are «•/ oontioen^ but^In 
a '^ood measure, surrounded by the sea ; as because the ./i^mfffwr of 
kotb huHtj seem but an asctssory to the dondm^n of tbe sttij^i^ 
Bacon. 

' — ^ Tbe /^^ wbi(^.u,o;frj9io^i^r (that 99ibraoet 
. Both tbe rich Indies in her oiit-stretched arms), 

Y ields every day a crQ)^ if we dare reap it.** M A^si k o bb» 

;t Rceres*8 History of Shipping, edit. 1807. 
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fishery forms of itself a mbjecc fit for separate consideratton. 
The complaints which contimie to be made of the inter* 
ference of the,dimeriaif^..£^et^ the Xk^cwhj in 

future negociations with the ttnitecl States of excluding 
them 'from any participation in it: indeed^ if treaties are 
conteibplated to tie renewed with the o^aritim^ powers oif 
Eutope^ bn'the prindples of former onesi it does »ot appear 
how th^ Snbjdcts t^ be exdnded from'^th^ enjoyment of 
these fi^if^ries> ktri l&e other privileges which iure Conceded * 
and glinted 'to^he subjects of the United States, if the ^ 
formet are to be {wt on the footing of the most fa^oux«d 
natidn*# '"^ '^■'•' ly --^ ' ■• ' ..- .• 

' It 1^ e^dl^)^ annedessary tb.tirge Inrther the national - 
importaiitel[>^'t3()r sul^ekt; It^is coirectly obsewed by Dr*" -, 
DbUj|lad fy ^Hhs^ the jdod fishery is not only a conddent^e ' 
addition fo the Q^de-^^d wealth of Great Britain, tot br 
•the many xne^ employ^ in catching ^^ CMTWg of the coif- 
fish..if agoOd i^^fi^er;. for our ns^w ^fi4.ot;hef navigation; 
the j^a^tatipn p^4^ \ f H^ fishery x^Kewfound]an4« tne co^l 
trade^. and j^e \y(sAermw oh the rker^Thai^es^ ^^i. ^^ 
gre^t,^^Me^e^^pr;S^minarfespf our nakVii^tio^ ^ J . . 
It,is^^l*jer;ip||?r|^,*^ pbEcy.of G^eat Britain to give. her 
princip^.a^iti^txbn.4p affairs;' to . carry, on' !hcr 

owiji ,tn^^4^,in^ 1^^ QW}« ships, directly to ?ill parts of the . 
wdrl4^f. ana. to^encout^ge i^ '^V^^ every s^^;.£ba]n 

these spuTf^es ^ i^ay alh^ays Jhope to obtain a vav^l Vpiu^.^ 

*^^^HH^!.^P^^'^ .^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ hostile inyasioA,.;^^ to » 
secure V?r,dd«if^lc feUcity, both wWic ana private^' 5;fp[i 

Le trident de Neptune est le scepM du iMmde f.- 

I T^f8ftpbsw»ti^» ^f offered to the public, with nfji^p^h^r ^t 

' oi9#rt,,t]^jfrQpa fi, $inc?eire and disinterested widi to,suppjwt,, 

the.wi^^lfi* .of :^h5|^,systefn> wh^ich, enabled. us,, during, a. ^ 

«¥l8|ifl«^W*»& qpn^^it, ta.frium|Ji||,.qy^r,^ tfee-liayal B?%«»/r 

. • ' t*' . li/*' • ^ : • " . • r ' *' .-r \ ' .' < • ■* i*"^l 

^5 -See; the (tfidraAide of itbelats tm£]r» in App«fidi%^K9i?9«> .n) 
<^ Sihwiiai%. voLlr'atS. • ,..,-> '..^c,!- 

'. J Lumiere. ' / * ' 

f'Tbt., last war. , v, •■.,< ,^. ,.• ..' r '••'»' •. •.' • 

*' Tfie numbers and nativ:enOQUi'9g^o£our m^, with tbe strength 






of our shipping, havefor nnany ages pasty liSadeus a matcb'for'iht 
greatest or our neighbours at landy and an overma$ebi0it the ttmi^tit 
a$um:' Sir WUliam Temple's Miiccllanea. 



N 



, { XX ) 

of Europe, and^ by a statement of facts wl^iclvaiW not pwhapt 
generally known, to justify the Shippii^riicerest in dieir 
opposition to the American Inliercauisc Bill; to tountera^t 
the mis-representations wl^lt hote bee<i so indccstriousiy 
. circulated on that sub^ctt | and to remove the prejudices 
vhkh have been fncmirtfged against the trade of tne British 
eolooies in Nonh* America. * 

The present ^ace of the West India planters, the Brftish 
Nordt^Aoierican colonists, and the Briti^ ship-owners, un- 
§ottaniltfAj proves, how dangerous * it i^ to device from 
fixed and .settled rules, which experience has shown to Ke 
.^se and beneficiaU It establishes the propriety of the obser- 
vation of a great pofiticd writer, that ^ Ce n'est pas la fortune 
qui domine le monde: on peutie demander auxRomaiti$, 
qui eurent une^uite continuelle des pr o s pe r it cs quand ils se 
gouvemerent sur un certain plan, 8c une suite non inter- 
rompue de revers lots quails se c6nduisirent surun autre f,** 
and it points out the necessity of retracing tho?e measures 
which have produced so much distress on these great com- 
mercial bodies. Permanent legislative regulations are esseor 
tially necessary to give energy and security to trade, and tb 
create confidence in the people. The benefi|:s which flowed 
from a steady adherence to the navigation and colonial 
system are evident, from die progressive increase of thp 
trade, shipping, and manufactures of Great Britain, /rwr to 
the adoption of the suspending system, which its advocates ai^ 
still anxious to extend, notwithstanding the evils which have 
resulted from it : ** for, if every law of regulation^ eidier of 
our internal or external trade vjere repeaiedi with the exoe^ 
tion of these necessary for the coUectbn of rev^UjOl^*' it is 
certain we could not rear or retain our seamen %, the grand 
ftupport of our present pre-eminefiee, or present th^ country 
frofn falling even bekyw the level of surrounding nations': 
|h€»^ore Its extension <* would'* nipf, as represent^, '^be an 
imdoubted benefit to comm^rce^ as well as to the commaiiilif 
at largeJ.'V 

Brttf--*-— rrg«:t| 

Such mean, such dang'rous coansels^UfhiAwo^ bbit 

' * Lord Bacon en hmovatwns* 

t Orandeur, <ec. des Romakw, c« .tf . 
. X Reeves on Shippm|, lo^roductloa. . " 

f B^. Ban8y'«]$nmiMtk>tt, I3J. 

II Gtovtr. . ... t; 
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Your long etUblihM ftooourii and uA^ 
IV proud Invader 

Buoi)ai^rt9i wh9%M is suniidf is 
realising * the dream of universal empire \, hia ibrce tkcmttd 
to be irresistible, and contrasted with the Mai dattttawn.oi 
energy and genius^ virhich is re^aenfed to be opposed to Ubn^ 
while the hand of f Providence is said to be manifesfaed in 
the unusual concurrence of fircumstancesy which ke.has> 
with the most consummate art combined to rear and «sta« 
blish the military despotism under which the agonizing 
nations of Europe now groan. To what motive are sucn 
sentiments to be attribute i What tendency can ihiof hav«» 
but to teach the pec^le, that all resistsw^e to bis wall is 
unavailing; ''that all Kinss shall fall dtwn befinre hin: 
all nations serve him;*^ and to render theqi dissatbfied and 
clamorous for peace» and so to humble Great Britain at th* 
ieet of France. 

Alas! thy daszkd eye 
, Beholds this man in a false giarii^ light % ^ 

Which conquest and success have thrown upon him ; 
Dtd'st thou bat view him rights thou'dst see him black 
With ranrdefy treason^ sacniegey and crimes* 
Tliat strike my soul with honor but to name 'em t. 

Upon the whole it is conceived, that the review which 
lias ueeil taken, in the preceding pages, of the resources of 
the British colonies in North America and of the dei^ressed 
^tate of the Shipping Interest will not be altogether with-* 
out its nse, in the 'conside;ration which the present crisis 

• 

* introduction to Mr Baring's Examination. 
- t This allutien has ft^uenuy been madev and as variously applied 
kff persons of ommiXt sentiaentSy which generally result from the 
difference ol refigioiis and political education. It is admirafaiy ex- 
pressed by an old Englbh poet whose lines are peculiarly q[>plicable 
to the present power^ riches^ and happiness^ of Great Britain* afrcon^ 
trasted wkh the humiliated, pitiable, and degraded state of the Buro- 
fvmmtiaAi niiw under Oie controul of Trance. It wab the leading 
argument* and constantly directed, for the two first ages of the 
church, against the Chttsttans i after the. Reformation, the i^urch of 
^ llorae took ii up>iiQd i)ointed it with jequal propriety,, and, indeed, 
^' with equal success, against the Protestants ! — See al^ Gibbonis Ro- 
Hfi^ Fmptre,vol. !!• 

X Addison. Such is the character given by this admirable writer, 
. of a Roman emperor : it smplics with equal force to any other niili- 
tary deu>ot, who disregards, like Buonapaxte^ ^\ %bAktj and dtfso^ 
lationheqreates* Gaudetque vi4m fecisse ruiipa* ' " 



demands, of what meastuvs should be tadcea not only to 
preserve our maritime ascendancy in its present high and 
palmy state, but to consider whether any of the indispensable 
articles we have hitherto imported from foreign • countries 
can be raised or procured within the British empire. That his 
majesty^s government have collected n^ucl^ important infor- 
mation on this subject, there can be no doubt : the nation, 
however,' anxiously expects to teap the benefit of that 
Icnowledge, by seeing it concentrated and digested in such 
a shape as may render it generally and practically useful: 
and for this purpose, it is presumed a committee of the house 
of commons, appointed to investigate into the state of the 
corn,timber,and afewotherbranchesof trade, would be hrghly 
beneficial, and give great confidence to the country, by con^ 
triving the means that the encouragement which the present 
circumstances of the war certainly gives to the improvement 
of the United Kingdom and th^ British dependencies, should 
be rendered permanent. All that is wanted, in that respect is 
that there should be some legislative assurance, that protect- 
ing duties, in the event of peace, shall' prevent anyexten" 
sion and increase of British industry being rendered 
nugatory. ' * * 

From the preceding observations it is obvious^ the British 
West India planters are equally, interested in the revival 
of the ancient system, as the British American colQnist% 
and the British ship-owners j they have evid^itly one 
common interest, which, they shouki consolidate, and by 
their mutual exertions endeavour to obtain a strict en« 
forcement of our maritime rights, and a resuniption of the 
navigation and colonial system, by which only, they may 
hope to gain an. amelioration of their present disitressed con» 
dition. Any other means will prove inadequate, and the 
favourite scheme of admitting American*^, or other neutral 
shipping generally, or even partially, into the British colonial 
trade, although it may afford a temporary relief to the 
planters, will render them more dependent dn fore^ 
nations ; whilst it will enure to the serious injury of pthgr 
great national interests, and ultimately produce depression 
on the naval power of the mother country. 

The editor, having for many years studied to acquire a 

# * . , 

* Mr. Baring's Jxaminatioo, 167— also Petition to Parliament 
nth March, tao72ffrQm the West India planters. Cobbett'sQebattii 
^tb vol' p' S8, 
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QQitrecti IfMavuleige of ^the ^ippin^f of the countiy. Am 
value^ and employment, observed with astonishment and 
Ttgr^j the inadequate return^ on capital so employed, and 
the* growing decrease o£ British' shipping; whkh indtkced 
him to attempt, at different times, to rec^ the attention of 
th^ p^lic to a subject so interesting and importsmt: he 
trusts li^s endeavours have not been altogether unavaifing; and 
that thsi danger^ which would have ensued from furthet con- 
cession* wiU now be avoided by a resumpHon of the former 
system, and a firm adherence to th/mesumt^s recently^ 
adopted by his Majesty's, government^ which ai^ cal* 
culated to make a 'strong impression oh' the 0>ntinental 
powers^ and to .induce* them to be sincerely disposed to 
accfedp to term^ of peace, consistent with the notour, WH« 
fare, and i^afety <>f the kingdom. V - . *' 

He, likewise> can truly state, he has no^ beeb influenced hi 
the .sentiments h^ has expressed by. any unworthy or improper 
motives that he i^ not mterested in ^ippng, or connected 
wi|h, the British colonists in America; his only view in of- 
fering. these, observations to the ipubljc, is to remove ^ny 
unfavourable impression which the tnisriepresentation^ oil 
these ssbjects m^ have produced ; he can therefore w|th 
prwriety adopt the words of an honest and sensible manf ; 
^^^o^ commonly, such as palliate evils, and represent the 
sta($ G^ things in a sounder condition than truly they are, do 
thereby consult best for themselves, and better recommend 
thek* own business and pretensions in the world: but he^ 
who to the utmost of his skill and power, speaks the trttth^ 
wbei;e the gpod of his king and country are concerned, will 
be Tnq^t esteemed by persons of virtue and wisdom : and 
tQ .>thf;/avbur'and protection of such, these papers are com-* 

^I^Agni, 1808.5 ..'''""• 
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* See comparatire statements of freights, outfits^ &c» in col^ctioa 
Report^. on Trade, Edition 1807, 
f Dr. pavenant on Trad6. 
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^^ what goods might be hnported under tlft revenue laws ; but 
^' this Is a matter of general law^ on which they are not the 
^' persons best qusdified to give information or advice^ The 
^* intention of the parties might be perfectly innocent ; .but 
^' there is still the £ict against them of that actual CQntTayen* 
'' tion of the law^ whidi nd innocence, df intention can do 
" away. I may feel greatly for the individuals who^ I have 
^\ reason to presume^ acted ignorantly under advice that they 
*^ thought safe'} but the court has, nd power to depart from 
^ the law which has been laid*down.'' • The British cuitm^ 
house officers in assenting to the.UHe of the neutral or com* 
mon waters on the Caolpo-Bello side^ exceeded their authority 
9s officers of the customs^ by determining a matter of generadl 
law. 

There is another principle ^f law^ which t thin£ applicable 
to the present case^ recognised by Lord Mansfield^ in the case 
oi Berens v. Jtucher. 1 Slach S13» in which he says^ ^^Tke 
*' first question is^ wbther thi^ was a jiist ca{>ture. Both 
'^ sentences are out of the case, tieing done and undone by 
^ consent. The capture was certainly unjust; the pretence 
^' was, that part of this cargo was put on board off St. Eustatia^ 
^ out of B^rks supposed to cditie from the French Islands, and 
^' not loaded immediately from thd shore; this is nbw a settled . 
^' point by the lords o^ appeal to be the same thiiig, as if they, 
'* had been landed on the Dutch shores and then put on 
'* board afterwards;'' It is aditiitted that the sloop Falmouth 
took in her cargo off Siiug Cove oUt of two British Vessels 
lying in thestream. These vessels, it appears^ came from the 
upper parts of the bay of Fundy, laden with plaister, arrived, 
at Campo-Bello, and of course must be presumed to have 
entered at the custom-house' at Snug Cove^ As these vessels ' 
were lying on the Campo-Bello side, they must have been 
within the British waters; and agreeably to the law as settled 
by the laws of appeal, the taking on board her cargo out of . 
the vessels lyiiig in the stream, amounts td the ssiipe thing as 
if it had b^en taken on bo^d fh)m the shore, and is a direct 
violation of the Navigation Act; 

I sun therefore of opinion^ that the sloop Falmouth wa^i 
linden within the British waters in ccoitravention of the Navi* 
toition A^^ and thcf statute of 7 and 8: W. »; c; 22» and there* 
tore decree the vefssel and cargo to be forfeited ;^^but con*^ 
aidering the particular cirounstances of the preseiit ease, t 
shaQ dismiss the elgim withwt costS4 

F 
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No. I. (B.) 

The Defimthrfe Treaty of Peace and FutEimifi^ 
betttreen His Britannick Majesty^ and the UniNd 
States of America. Signed at Piim, the 3d of 
SipUmber^ 178S. 

^ /^< ^amr g^/i&^ Jlfar/ Hotf and Undiinded Trinity. 

It having pleased the Divirie Pfotideficetb dfspoi&e^^he htattrbf tife 
i|!iott serene and most potent Prkce, Qeorge the Third, by the Grace 
of Oody King of Great Bt-haifff France^ and ireti»Uf Defcndtr of thcr 
Mlh, Duke of Brum^vkM aid iMouiahtr^gb, ar^-treaBurcr and prince 
ckctor of th9 holy Roman QOiplrei &c. and of the United States of 
^imrnVjiy.to forget all past misuhderstandmg's and differences th^t 
fcave unnappily interrupted the good correspondence and firfendship 
which they mutually wish to restore; and to establish such a bene- 
ficial and satisfactory interconrse between the two coantries> i^KMrtfaa 
ground of reciprocal advaatagesand mutual cpnyenience, as may proi» 
mote and secure to both peroetnal peace and harmony ; and haying; 
for this desirable end already laid the foundation of peace and reconcu 
liation, by the provisional articles signed at Paris ^ on the 36th of ^Ta- 
tfemher, 178)9 by the (commissioners empowered on each part ; which 
artides weve agreed to be inserted in, aad to constitn^y the treaty of 
ptzocr^ proposed to be concluded between the crown of Great Britam 
and the said United States^ but which treaty waanot to be concluded 
until terms of peace should be agreed upon between Great Britain and 
France^ and his ^ritannick majesty should Be ready to conclnde such 
treaty accordingly; and the treaty between Gne^ Britain and France 
having ^ce been concluded^his HnF/ainsfri maji^itjssidtheUnitfdStktes 
of America^ in order to carry into full effect the provisional articles 
above-mentioned y according to the tenor thereof, have coqstittited and 
appointed, that is to say, msBritanrtlck majesty, on his part, Jknftd 
Hartley i esq. member or the parliament of Ch-eat Britain ; and the aotd 
United States^ on their part, Jobn Aiamsf esq. late a commissioner <^ 
the Usuted Status of America at the coiirt of rersai/iesf late Relegate la 
i:ongres8 from the state oi Massachusetts^ and chief justice of the said 
State,,and minister plenipotentiary of the said United States, to their higb 
mightinesses the states general of the UnAted Nttberiands; B^f^mim 
^rank/inf esq. late delegate in bongresi from the state oi Pennsyivasuaf 
I>restdent of the convention of the saM state, and minister pUnipoten- 
liary from the United States of America at the court of Fersaillesi 
John Jqjff esq. late president of congress, and chief justice oflhe* state 
otifew Torif and minister plenipotentiary fr'om the said United Shrtet 
jit the court of Madrid: to be the plen%>otenttarie8 for the conciiWlin^ 
and signing the present dofinltit entreaty : Who» afti^ hl.viQg redfin)^ 
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CASE of the Sloop Falmouth, decided in the Vice« 
Admiralty Court of New-Brunswick^ involving the Claio) 
of the United States to the Islands ii^ Passamaauoddj 



NEW.BRUNSWICK. I o^,h^ t^K 

Court of Vicb-Admihaltt. J ^^*^^* 1«05, 

The Advocatb-Qbm£ilal*9 upon the'^ 

Ebemezer Lock, Claimant thereof^ J 

THE Libel in this cause states that Mr, Leonard, Su- . .|« 
perintendant of Trade and Fisheries in North America, and ^ * 
a pre^ntive Officer in the service of His Majesty's Custom^ 
in New-Brunswick, on the 24th October, 1305, did seize 
and take at Snug Coue, in the island of Campo-Bello, in the 
County of Charlotte, in the Province of New-J3runswick, the 
Sloop Falmouth, of the burden of ninety-three Tons, under 
. the command of Ebenezer Lock, with her cargo then on 
board, consisting of Plaister of Pairis, and alledges as a cause 
of forfeiture, that the said Plaister of Paris after the 25th 
March, 1698, to wit, on the 22d October, 1805, was laden 
and put on board the said Sloop in Snug Cove aforesaid, the 
said Sloop beipg a foreign-built vessel, and not owned by any 
pf His Majesty's subjects, nor navigated with a Master and 
Mariners, or any or either of them, a subject or subjects qf 
^is Majesty, but wholly owned and navigiyted by foreigners 

• Ward Cbipmaii, Esq* 
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and aliens, contrary tp thie provisions of th^ Statutes in that 
case made and piovidbd 
7&«w. By the Stat, of William 3d, commonly called the Register 
^'^^ Act, it IS enacted, that ^ after Ae «5th March, 1698, no 
^ ** goods or merchandises whatsoever shall be imported into 
'* or exported out of muf C%itB»f^^r plantation to His Ma- 
jesty in Asia, Africa, or America belonging, or in his pos- 
session, or which invy k^oRfter beliyn^iinto or be in posses-* 
5* sion of His Majesty, his heirs or successors, or sba/i be laden 
^ inoT carried from any one port o* place in the said Colonu» 
** .or Plantations, to a*iy other port or place in the same, the 
*' Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, or Town o/ 
•' Berwick upon Tweed, in any ship oir bottom, but wh^t is 
** or shall be of the built of England, or of the buUt of lit- 
*« land, or of the said Colonies and Plantatidns, and wholly 
^* owned by the peopl»- lliewiof> - -er any of them, and navi- 
** gated by the masters and three-fourths of the Mariners of 
^ the said f la^^s oi^yi under pain of* jbrfeitur^ of slktp taii 
f« goods/' 

.This act was made in. confirmation and in furtherance and 
explanation of the provisions of- the Na^igdftdn Aet^ ^ihh 
iMOtly sp caU&d» &e Statiite If Can ^. 1. 18, the great palla- 
4^iua) of the maritime strength and resources of th« Em- 
pire of Great Britain^ as may be seen by a reference t^ the 
)s^ and 1 ith Sections of the Statute lak mentioned, and t^ 
the 13th and 14fth Oar. £• c. II. ^ 5. 
C**"** A .Claim is interposed by Ebenezer Lock, of Falmouth, 
in the state of Massachusetts, fete Master of the said Sloop 
Falmotfth, in behalf of himself and others, interested in tl^ 
Sloop and her Cargo. 

The Claimaht protesting that Mr. Leonard, the if elator, 
liad no right as Sttperintendarit of Trade and I1sh«*tes tt) 
make any seizure for a breach of the laws of trade, and pro-» 
testing that he never did in fact i€m th^ Sloop and her cargo, 
:.l)tit that the Sloop and her cargo were seized and taken pos- 
session of on the day stated in the Libel, at Passamaquoddy, 
within th< limits and jurisdiction of the XTnitfed States rf 
America, or in waters held neutred between Grtat^Brttam and 
the'United States^ by one Charles Edward L^nard, the Mas- 
ter of tlie Schooner commonly called the Gutter, by force and 
without legal authority, and^ by hiiti brought to the harbo^ 
' of St. John ; for answer saitn, ' . ^ 

U That on or Aout the ^Ist Ot^ober, he .entered the 
caid Sloop at the Ciis^Wrilottsp at JPatsaniaquoddy, in the 
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tii United States, under the direction of Lewis Frederic!^ 
Delesdemier, esq. and afterwards obtained from the said 
Custom-House a clearance, (commonly called z foreign clears 
ance) for the said sloop in Ballast and Stores \ for the purpose 
of enaUing him to go with the said SIo^p and anchor in the 
stream between the Islands of Campo-Bello and Dudley- 
Island, and off' Snug Cove^ in the said Island of Campo-Bello, 
there in the said stream to lay and to take in a load of Plaister 
of Patis from on board other vessels there in the said stream 
also lying, and to carry upon freight, on account of Messrs. An- 
drews and Campbell, to some part of the said United States. j^ 

2. That he accordingly sailed with the said Sloop and 
Anchored her in the stream between the said two Islands, so 

as to see the house of the said Lewis Frederick Delesdernier^ !l| « 

upon the American shore, from the said Sloop when anchored 

and without the Points of Headlands forming Snug Cove afore^ 

saidt which place he continued to lay at without moving the ' " * 

tothor of the said Sloop, until he had taken bn board the * j 

said Sloop 1 20 tons of Plaister from two other vessels, which 

he believes were British vessels, and until the said SIoop^ was 

seized and taken possession of by the said Charles Edward 

Leonard. 

3. That the place where the said Sloop was anchored and 
where she remained and was seized and taken, is the place 
where vessels of the United States usually znA frequently an- 
chor and receive cargoes of Plaister, as he the Respondent did 
in the said Sloop. 

4. That it is the place heretoforepointed out and assented 
to hy the Officers of His Majest/s Customs of the Port.of 
St. John, as the proper place for the vessels of the United " 
States to anchor and take in their cargoes of Plaister of ^ 
Paris. 

5. That the waters where the said Sloop anchored and ' * 
was seized are, as he is informed and believes, either whoUyt 
nxnthin the limits and boundaries and belong to the United 
States of America, or otherwise are the waters of the River 

forming the boundary between His Majesty's dominions and 
the said United States, and as such neutral and in dbmmoii • 
for the vessels of both nations, ■ 

6. That inasmuch as the principal channel from the Bay 
of Fundy into the river St. Croix or Scoodiac, commonly so 
called, is to the Eastward of the said Island of Campo-Belloy 
aad between Deer-Island and Mogs^IsIand> ( lying to the 
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liordbward thereof ) vkd/orasmici as the Castem boasdftt^ 
of the said United States is ^^ a. line to be drawn ^long the 
*^ middle of the river St. Croix> from its mouth in the Bay of 

V fundy to its source) &:c. and that all Islands within twenty 

V leagues of any par^of the shores of the said United States^ 
'^ and lying between parallel due East lines to be drawn from 
^' the mouth cA the said river St. Croi% and the mouth oi 
^' St^Mary'.s river» are comprehended within the Hmitrand 
*^ boundaries of the said United States^ (except such Islands 
*' as at the time of or before the * Treaty of Peace of I783jt 
^ were within the limits of the Province of Nova*&otia) he. 
^ believes that the, waters on which the said Sloop was. an- 
*^xhored and seized and taken as aforesaid, are nvboUy wthin> 
** and belong to the United States,"— but if otherwise- — 

7. He avers that the anchoring, lying and loading nviih 
Plaister cf Paris from on board British vessels in the stream^ and 
at the same place where the said Sloop was seized and taken 
as aforesaid, has been for along time sanctioned by theu:on9 
current assent of the OfBcers of His Majesty^s Customs at 
this Part of St. John, and at the Port of Passamaquoddy, as 
a practice not prohibited by any of the existing law^ of either 
or the two Countries. 

8. He therefore prays that the said Sloop and Cargo may 
be adjudged to be restored to him with costs smd charges* ^ 

KtpRb- . ,To this answer and Claim a general Replication is £led 
*"*"• on the part of the Libellant, and 

Rejdnd* A Rejibinder on the part of the Qaimant^ which puts thf 
^*^ cause at issue* 

Several wtnesses have been examined on both sides, which 

^erhaps^was unnecessary, as it is conceived that it would havji 

^ been perfectly safe on the part of the Prosecutor,, to havs 

proceeded to a hearing of the cause uppn the Libel and answer^ 

without controverting the facts stated by the Claimant in his 

defence, as the law arising upon those facts, it is humbly 

'^ubipitted, will tiot only justify the seizure, but must work 

ti ibrfekure and condemnation of the Sloop and her cargo. 

With the leave of the Court then,^ the merits of the cause 
shall b#discu$sed upon the facts disclosed in the Claim, be^ 
- fcVe the testimony of the witnesses is taken intp consideraib 

tioti. 

, 1 will take up the grounds of the Claim in the order i$ 

which they naturally present themselves* 

• Apptniiz, NotoU 
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^f . The Claimant insUtB liat hf the Treaty of Peabe Be- Dtfe&c^ 
tween His Majesty, and the United States of Americaf con^ 
eluded m t78S, the waters on which the Sloop was anchored' 
and seized and taken, as stated in the Claifn^ are ivkotiy tuithin' 
and belong to the United States, for the following reasons-^ • 

^ I. Because the Eastern boundary of the United States is 
a line to be drawn along the middle of the river St. Crofatf' 
{rom its mouth in the Bay of Fundy to its source^ &c^ 

2. Because the principal channel from the Bay of Fundy 
into the river St. Croix is to the Eastwau-d of the said Island 
of Campo^Bello, and between Deer-Island and Moose^Islaifd^ 
lying to the Northward thereof* 

3. Because all Islands within 20 leagues of any part oif the ' 
shores of the United States, and lying between parallel due 
East lines to be drawn from the mouth of the rivdr St. Croix 
and the mouth of St. Mary^s river, are comprehended within 
the limits and boundaries of the said United States, except 
such Islands as xit the time of or before the Peace of 178$ 
-were within the limits of the Province of Nova-Scotia. 

II. The second ground of defence is, that if the waters' 
in question are not ivholfy imthin and do not wholly belong to 
the United States, they are the waters^ df the River firming' 
the boundary between His Majestfs dominions and the said Uni-^ 
ted States, and as such netUral and in common for the vessels 
of both nations. 

III. That the anchoring, lying, and loading with- Plaister' 
^Paris from onboard British vessels at the place where the 
§loopfwas seized, has been fOr a long time sanctioned by 
the concurrent assent of the Officers of His Majesty's Cus- 
toms at this Port of St. John, and at the Port of Passam;|- 
quoddy, as a practice not prohibited by any of the existing 
laws of either of the two CountrieSr '*. 

■ IV. That the Claimant obtained a foreign.clearance from 
the American Custom-House, to enable him to go with h$s^ 
$hop^ mA'^tithox off Snug Cove, without the Points or Head-" ^ 
lands firming the Cove, there to take in a cargo of Jlai^er 
efP^Tisfiom British vessels. 

In answer to the first ground of this defence, I shall eH^'jleplr. 
deavour to show to the Court, *i 

1. That all the Islands in Passamaquoddy Bay, includ- 
ing Moose^Island, Dudley-Island, and Frederick-Island, do, 
of right, by the Treaty of Peace of 1783, belong to Hie 
Majesty. 

2. That all the waters surrounding those Islands belong 
also to Great Britain. 
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5. That consequently a right of i^ter-way, passage, o» 
navigation only, can be claimed by the United States, from 
the main channel of the Bay ofFundy, to that moiety of 
the St. Croix, tl^e boundary river, which is nearest tq 
the American territory. 

I shall then consider the three remaining grounds of the 
dei^ce set up in the Claim. 

!• I shall first endeavour to shavr that all the Islands in 
Passamaquoddy Bay, including Moose-Island and Dudley- 
Island, do, of right, by the Treaty of 1783, belong to His 

j^ Majesty. 

^ To this end it will be proper to refer to that part of the 

3d article of the Treaty which respects the point in question, 
after describing the termination of the interior boundary of 
the United States to be the Middle of St. Marys river ^ where 
it touches the Atlantic Ocean — the words are these — ^^ East 
** by a line to be drawn alon^ the middle of the river St- 
•* Qvoix^from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy to its source^ &c. 
** — comprehending all the Islands within twenty leagues of 
** any part of the shores of the United States, and lying be- 
*Vtween lines toi>e drawn due East from the points where 
•• the aforesaid boundaries between Nova-Scotia on the one 
' *^ part, and East Florida on the other part, shall respectively 
** touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic Ocean, excepting 
*' such Islands as now are or heretofore have been within 
^ ** the limits of the said Province of Nova-Scotia.*' 

No doubts haye ever arisen what Islands were r^erved to 
His Majesty by the 2d article of the Treaty of Peace ; it was 
obviously and clearly intended by this article — that no part 
of the Province of Nova-Scotia should be thereby ceded by 
His Majesty to the United States, and in conformity to this 
evident intention, all the Islands that then were or thereto- 
fore had been within the limitsof that Province, are express* 
ly reserved to His Majesty. 

- §ome doubts howeverhad arisen, what'ri ver was trulyintend- 
ed under the name of the river St. Croix mentioned in the 
Treaty and forming a part of the western boundary of the pro-: 
vjnce of Nova-Scotia 5 and this question was referred under the 
fifth article of the Treaty*of Amity, Commerce and Navigation, 
between His Majesty and the United States, to the final de- 
ri«ioi of Commissioners, who were by a declaration under, 
their hands ^nd §eals, to detcide .what Riv^r was the river St. 
Croixj intended by the Treaty of Peace, and in their declara-i 

f Appendix, No. 3. 
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tion to give a description of the Riveri and particularize the 
Utitude and loqgitudf of its mouth and of its source, and 
both Parties tp the Treaty agreed to consider such decision 
as final and conclusive, so as that the same should never there- 
after be called into question, or made the subject of dispute 
pr difference between them. 

To determine then what Islands at the time of the Traity 
were or theretofore had been within the Province of Nov»* 
Scotia, we must in the first place refer to the original Grant 
Qf that Provjnci^ to Sir Wjli^iam Alexahoer, in the year 
1621. It is well known that the decision of the Commission'* 
ers under the 5th article of the Treaty of Amity, Commerce 
and Navigation 2|b^e mentioned, with regard to the idcfntity 
of the riv$r St.- Mpix, was dictated and governed by the 
boundaries of the Province of Nova-Scotia as originally de^ ' 
scribed in Sir William Alexander's Patent, and that the 
river St. Croix, mentioned in that Grant as part of the 
Western boundaries of that Province, was the River decided 
tp be the river St. Croix truly intended by the Treaty of 
Peace; by recurring to that Grant we find the Islands 
originally foraging a part of the Province of Nova-Scotia, as 
far, as respects the present question, to be thus described Vf^ 
*f includens et comprehendens intra pradictas maris eras (ittwales 
** ac earum circumferefUias a mart ad mart omnes terras cofiti* 
^* nentes cumjluminibustorrentibus simbus^ litioribusj Insolis aut 
^^ piaribus^ /{icentibus propf aut infra sex leucas a(i aliquam ear^ 
** umdem partem ex occidentali^ boreali aut orientali pe^rtibus ora^ 
^^ rum littoralium et pracjnctuum earumdent" And in confor* 
mity to this original Grant of the Province of Nova^Scotia^ 
^e find at thi^ time of the Treaty of Peace, the same river St. 
Croix to bea part of its Western boundary, and the Islands 
forming a part of it at that time also (as described in the Conv^ 
missions, to ^he Governors of that Province) to be o^ Islands 
within six leagues of any part of the Coast. 

It is well i^nown that Moose-Island and Dudley- Island, the 
latter under the name of St. Croix Island, we^-^ granted to 
Francis Beri^ard, and others, by letters pat^nf^ under the 
Great Seal of the Province of Nova-Scotia^ bearing date the 
SOth October, 1765 — ^that they remained under the actual ju- 
risdiction of the Province of Nova-Scotia, until the Treaty 
pf Peace) and afterwards under the actual jurisdiction of this 
Province, for some time after its erection. 

The State qf Massachusetts hasy from the time of the 
Yreaty in J 7 83, been constantlj/ endeavouring to encrjac/^ 
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upon bis Mq;estifs Territory in that quarter ; In Ai^ yexf 
l7S4f Governor Hancock, of that State, rcmonstrjited Jtoi 
Governor ParHi of the Province of Npva-Scotla, agdinst the 
settlements made at St. .Andrews, claiming all the lands lying- * 
westward of the river Magaguadavic, as beinga partof theSt^te 
of Massachusett f This claim was referred to the then Secre- 
twy of State, Lord Stdney, who in'his answer to Governor 
F^RRf diited 8th March, 1785, among other things says — ' ^ 
** His Majesty feels himself called upon to refuse a cwnpHr' *^ 
** ance with the requisition which has been made for the re-s 
**im^al of His Subjects now in possession of Lands on the 
•*• Western side of the river Mag^guadavk, called the Little* 
if^-St. Croix, and between that River an(P^|^ Great St. Croix- 
**• or Scoodiac, which latter must bo^ c^^^wdered as the line 
**.of separation, and His Majesty is determined to protect , 
^^ His faithful and loyal Subjects, in the peaceable possfession 
•* of those Lands." 

This decision on the part of His Majesty*s Govem- 
rhent, and the consequent possession maintained by His 
Subjects, put a stop to all further complaint with regard tQ 
thaie settlements ; and there can be no doubt, if the same 
conduct had been pursued with regard to the Islands, that 
Moose-Island, Dudley-Island, and Frederick-Island, would 
witlx the other Islands in Fassam»quoddy-Bay, have at this 
day been in the quiet and peaceable possession of His Ma-' 
jesty's Subjects, and the present cause would never have ha4' 
an existence. 

■ In the month of November, 1T84, New-Brunswick wai?' 
erected into a separate Province* 

In the year 1785, this Province was divided into. 
Counties, and the County of Charlotte was bounded and de- 
scribed as fellows, viz. ^ bounded on the South by the Bay 
" of Fiiiidy 5 on the West by the river Scoodiac ^ Saint 
^* Croix, and the Western shore of the Bay of Passamaquoddyy 
** incitiding the Ishnd of Grand Manan •, on the East by a 
^* due North line from Point ie Proe, in said Bay of 
'*.Fundy, running into the Country; aiid on the North by 
** a due West line, commencing in the said North line thirty 
f* miles distant from Point Le Proe aforesaid." 

Coui'ts of Sessions and Inferior Courts of Common 
Pleas were thereupcMi in the same year established in this* 
County, and the Sheriff of the County regularly summoned - 
the Inhabitants of Moose-Island, to serve as Jurymen in 
those Courts; who attended accordiingly. 
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Tfi tUs year 1785, Mr. BowpoiN was elected G<n wn ef 

of the State of Massachusetts — on the 9th of Sept. in that 
year, he wrote a letter to Governor Caklbton, in which he* 
complained of the Government of New-Brunswick, for "as* 
^^ seating a claim to Moose-Island, Dudley and Frec|erick-* 
'* Islands, in advertising and directing the inhabitants of' 
^* Moose-Island to attend the Courts of St. Andrews, as 
'*^ Jurymen, which he considered as an encroachment upoQ 
** the territorial rights and sovereignty of the Commonwealth 
^ of Massachusetts and of the United States/* 

To this letter Governor Cakletom returned an answer 
dated the 18th of October, 1785, in which he says, — ^ Al- 
^ though the Sheriff has acted without any special advice <hp 
^^ direction from either of the judicial officers of Govera* * 
^* ment, yet I cannot but think that in considering Moose* 
** Island, together with Dudley and FrfsderickJslands, 2^ 
^* within the Cotmty of Charlotte, he is clearly warranted^ 
^* not only by the limits of his bailiwick, but by the expresf 
^^ terms of the Treaty, which reserve to Great-Britain all 
^^ such Islands as now are or heretofore have been witfaoii 
f^ the limits of the Province of Nova-Scotia/' 

The Sheriff continued to summon Jurymen from thess - 
Islands, and no further public complaint was made« « 

In January 1786, the first General Assembly in the Pm- * 
vince of New-Brunswick was called. At this Session an Act 
pf Assembly was passed, dividing the several Counties into 
Towns or Parishes, and the Parish of West-Isles, in tbm * 
County of Charlotte, is in that Act described as follows : — 
^' The seventh Town or Parish to be called, known and 
^* distinguished by the name of West-Isles, to contain Deer* 
f* Island, Campo-Bello Island, Grand Manan Island, Moose- 
^* Island, Frederick-Island, and Dudley-Island ; witri all the 
^* lesser Islands contiguous to them, not included in the> 
** Towns heforementioned." 

After the passing of this Act, not only Jurymen continued 
to be summoned from Moose-Island, which was the onjy 
one of the three Islands in question which was inhabited, 
but Parish officers were several years appointed from this 
Island indiscriminately with the other Islands forming the 
Parish of West-Isles. 

In the year 1791, Mr. Cooper, Sheriff of the County of 
Washington, the next adjoining County in the State of 
Massachusetts, came to Moose-Island armed, with two" 
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SRcn' ftbo armed, in order to collect from the Inhabitants 
^ Poll Tax Assessed by the Court at Machias> in the sai4 
County of Washington. The Inhabitants resisted the pay^ 
ment of the Tax» alleging that they were summoned to 
dxsch^ge the diities of British subjects on one side, and 
claimed at thp same time as American subjects on the other, 
apd refusing to pay any Tax till it should be settled to Which 
' Coantry they belonged. Mr. Cooper upon thisbegaij to tempo-r 
rjze, and persuade them that if they would pay the Tax they 
"Would be acknowledged as American subjects, and that the 
General Court of Massachusetts would in that case be justi- 
fied' in granting them their Lands : And he further pledged 
himself to them, tha^ if they would pay the Tax so that hq 
could make a regular return thereof to the Courts he would 
not again enter upon the Island as Sheriff, until he had pro- 
cured for them a grant of their I^ands from the General 
Court of Massachusetts. The Inhabitants, not having at that 
tkne any grants of their Lands under the British Govem-i 
ment, yif Ided to these terms, and some of them paid the 
Tax, some refused, and some left the Island.r-rThese were 
hcts of public notoriety at the time, and of which abundant 
testimoqy may be at any time prpduced. 

Grants of L^d were made tq those whQ sul^mitted and 
todc the Oath of A^egislnce to tb^ States, and the authority 
of the British Government was never afterwards actually 
enforced upon either of the Islands in question : Another 
ckjcumstance tended to confirm the Americans in the posses^ 
siati of these Islands, which was, that some seizures made by 
Mr. Leonard, the Prosecutor in this cause, of American ves- 
sels found trading at Dudley-Island, contrary to the provisions 
rf the same St(itute^ upon which the present prosecution is . 
founded, were released to the Claimants, by the recommenda'^ 
iimoftbe Officers of the Governtnetit of New-BrunswickyXhoM^ 
much against Mr. Leonard's wishes and inclination. This . 
took place in the sunraier of 1786. The release of these 
seizures was recommended, not from any doubt of his Majesty s 
right to the Llandsy but because the Americans were in the 
actual possession of some of them, and it was not thought 
pFudent at that time to adopt any forcible measures to dis- 
possess them, of which nature these seizures were at that 
time considered to be. 

Thus has the possession of those Islands been wrested from 
Jiis Majesty s and from that time the Claims and encroach^ 
tnents of tjbe American subjects upon His Majesty's territory 
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tmd rights In that quarter have been constantly extending ami 
increasing. Had the same measures been pursued with re-t 
gard to the Islands, which took place respecting the Claim 
to the territory between the St. Croix and Magaguadavic, in 
the years 1784 and 1785, little doubt can be entertained, 
that the very valuable trade and fisheries now carried on by the 
Americans in that quarter, to the great injury of the commer^ 
cial and maritime interests of Great Britain^ would have been - 
in a great measure, if not totally prevented. 

In the year 1786, there were only 17 heads of &milies 
upon Moose-Island, whereas at this day they probably ex^ 
ceed 200, and they are daily and rapidly increasing. This 
Island contains about 2700 acres of Land. 

From the indulgence they experienced and the silence 
with which their encroachments were submitted to, the 
Americans at length, in defiance cf the Navigation Acty and of 
all the other important and salutary provisions of the laws of 
trade in this respect made, came even to the shores of. 
Campo-Bello Island, and took in their cargoes of Plaister of 
Paris from the wharfs there. Mr. Leonard again interfer- 
ed: and by the seizure two years ago of two American- 
vessels employed in this illicit traffic, and their subsequent 
condemnation in this Court, a. stop was put to a practice so 
highly unjustifiable. 

fiut no sooner is this spirit of encroachment oppressed 
in one form, than it starts up with new appearances and still 
more alarming pretensions ; of this, stronger evidence can- 
not be adduced than is exhibited in the Claim now under 
the consideration of the Court. 

The Claimant for the reasons set forth in his Claim, de-r 
clares upon his oath that he believes^ that "the waters on 
*^ which the Sloop was anchored and seized are nvkolly witlm' 
*♦ and behng to the United States.*^ 
' Now the 'waters here spoken of are the waters between 
Dudley*Island on one side, and the Island of CamporBeUo on 
the other, and these waters can by no possibility belong to, pt 
'be tvlio/ly within the United States, unless the Island of 
Campo-Bello either belcngs io^ or lies wholly within the same. 
States ; and we accordingly find that one of the reasons or 
grounds of the Claimant's ^<?/r^ respecting these waters is — 
"That the principal clt-anne/ from the Bay of Fundy into the . 
^* river St. Croix or Scoodiac is to the Eastward of the said 
** Island of Campo-Bello, and between Deer-Island and 
*^ Moose-Island, lying to the Northward thereof." 
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Thus the.AmericiHis ar« not contented wJth'hafltrgf wr^t^ 
^ from Great-Britain, and with now holding in fuH ^sove«': 
ireignty Moose^Island, Dudley^^Island, and Frederick-Island^ 
to which they have not, as wil^ presently be more fully shewn, 
one spari of right ; they are not contented with a right of 
water-way or navigation through the common and nearest- 
channel to their moiety of the St. Croix, river, from the maiQ. 
channel or that part of the Bay of Fundy whi^h lies on the* 
outside of the Islands; which common channel, notwi^h-: 
standing all the bars in it, is sufficient for the passage of the 
largest ships that trade within the Bay of Fundy, and is th^^ 
channel usually if not in all instances made use of by Amerii? 
can vessels passing*to and from the river St. Croix ; but, be- 
fr^use there is a deeper channel by the East end of Campor 
Bello Island, thpj now affect to claim this channel as the- 
water boundary line between His Majesty's territory an4 
'|hat of the United States 5 — a prelude, without doubt, to. an 
pltimate claim to the Island of Campo-Bello itself, in full pror 
perty and sovereignty : Be that however as it may, they now 
claim the whole of the waters above mentioned as a safe and 
•^secure asylum from a violatibn there, of the-NavigationLaws^ 
of Great-Britain, the due observance of which if so highly import" 
0nt to her maritime strength and interests .- That this is the object 
of the pretensions set up in this Claim is inanifest from that . 
part of it in which the foreign clearance of the Sloop (which 
I shall hereafter notice) is mentioned ; the Clain>ant declaring 
th|it thk clearance was obtained to enable him to go and 
♦• anchor his Sloop off Snug Cove, there to lie and take on 
^' board a cargo of Plaister of Paris from British vessels lying 
*' there also j*' taking care only to lie " without the Points 
♦• or Head-lands forming Snug Cove." Now by a bare in- 
specTtion of the Map^ it will be seen that a, line drawn across 
Snug Cove from one of these Points or Head-lands to the' 
other, will leave nearly the whole of the stream or waters be- 
tween Campo-Bello Island and Dudley-Island, on the outside 
£^ such line; and (if this Claim should be established), will 
render them a secure place of .rendezvous for carrying on 
every species of illicit commerce between the two Countries* 
" The other reason which the Claimant assigns for his be- 
lief respecting these waters is, ** That the Eastern boundary 
** of the United States is a line to be drawn along the middle of 
•• the river Saint Croixy from At s mouth in the Bay of^Fundp to 
*f its source y ^c. and that all Islands within 20 leagues of any 
•* part of the shores of the United States, emd, lying between parallel 
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^^ Jue Mast lifies to be drawn Jhm the mouth of the said rh)^ 
^' Scant Crciit, and tie mouth ^ Saint Mar^.s river^ ^re.campri* 
f* binded ixntbin the limits afid bousuiaries cf the said ' Uniud 
f^ States (except such Islands as at the time of or before the Treaty 
.'* ofPe€u:e of 1783, were ivitii».tie limits of the Province if 
^ Nova»Si3Dtia./^ 

' This reasoDi given by the Claimant for his belief that the 
fvatcrs between Campo^Bello Island and Dudley-I^buid^ 
Irhere the Sloop was anchored and seized, ^' are wholly witbh 
in and belonging to the United States^^' must be predicated up* 
■on the supposition not only that Moosei-Island, Dudleys. 
Island, and Frederick-Island^ but Campo-Bello Island alsoy 
are wholly within or belonging to the United States. 

This brings me to a more particuJUr inquiry, whether any 
dud^iirhich of the abovemendoned Islands do, by the Xreatgr 
-of 178S, belong to the United States. 

It has been already observed, that upon the slightest perui* 
#al of the second article of the Treaty of Peacei it is obviouci^ 
*^ that it was clearly intended by . it, that no part of the Pro* 
^ vince of Nova-Scotia should be thereby ceded by Hk 
** Majesty ju* the United States." The United States zre 
expressly bounded £ast by the western boundaries of the Fro^* 
vinte o£ Nova'Seotia, which excludes them from any part of 
tie Continent vrhich was within that Province ; and in still 
stronger t<»nn8 they are excluded from all the Islands within 
the same Province, hj the exception of such Islands as at the 
** time of the Treaty of Peace, or at any time theretofore had 
f * been fvithin the limts of the Province of Nova^Scotia*^ 

It has been allb s&ewn that the Islands in question, and all 
the Islands in Passamaquoddy-Bay, being within six leagues 
of the main Land forming the Province of Nova^Scotia, both 
at its original creation in 1621, and at the time of the Treaty 
of Peace in .1783, were reserved by this Treaty to His Ma- 
jesty. 

I shall now examine more particularly the expressions 

made ute of in the Treaty in this regard. This cannot be 

-done more fi^cibly than^ by adopting the reasoning made 

use of by his Grace the Duke of Portland on this subject, 

in his letter to Lt. Governed CARtETON, being a circular one 

to the Governors of Nova-Scotia and New Brunswick^ dated 

11th April, 1799. His Grace in this letter says, ^^ It i^ pas^ 

^ tieularly worthy of observation, that in the above-men- 

■ *^ tioned article ©if the American treaty of 1783, the excep- 

'^ lion in ftvourof ^uch Islands 4is inow are or heretofore hofite 
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V ^ tem fvithin tte Rtntts of the Province of tfemp^Scotiaf is subs#^ 

" queq^ to that part o^ the same article which assies td 
. '* America its precise boundaiies, compnbending all Islands 
•• within 20 leagues hf any part of the shores of the United Stater^ 
**feV. fefA- consequently the above exception is valid even 
^ against the right of America, to all Islands within 20 leaguei 
*•* of any part of the shores of the United States, if any of the 
^ Islands so situated are such Islands as now are or heretofore 
^ •• have luen within the lifmts of the Province of Nova^Scotia. — ^In- 

^ deed it i^ upon the face of it a general exception in favour 
'^ oisuch Islands euntMO are or heretofore have been within the 
^limits of the Province of l^o/va^Scotia, which nothing in the 
•* preceding part of die article can by any possibility affect.'* 
This latter of his Grace was occasioned by a letter to him 
^-onvLord Gi^enville, then Secretary of State for foreign 
: affairs, cemmoiiicating an extract of a letter which his Lord*> 
ship had received from Mr. Liston, the Ameiican ambassa* 
' dor, ^' on the subject of a doubt that had been started re«- 
" specting the boundary of His Majesty's Province of New- 
<< Brunswick and the American district of Maine." His 
Grace in his letter further says, *** You will observe that 
*^ this doubt is stated to have necessarily arif en out of the 
^ dfetfhnination which has taken place respecting the inden- 
' * •* tity of the river St. Croix, intended by the American 
** Treaty of 1783, and that although it primarily goes only 
** to a presumed right of watef-'Way or Navigation to that- 
•^moiety of the Saint Croix, the' boundary river which is 
*^ nearest to the American territory, yet that it appeiars to be 
^ ultimately intended to deduce therefrom as a fiirdief conse- 
^''quence, a right to the Islands in Passamaquoddy-Bay, lying 
^' on tl^e American side oif such a water-way or navigation.*' 

The e^ictract from Mr. Liston's dispatch, dated rhiladel- 

phia, 3 1st December, 1 798, is as follows : — " Your Lordship 

** will' have observed in the speech of the President of the 

^^ United States, to the two houses of Congress, a.short state- 

** ment of a fresh doubt that has been started with regard 

•* to the bpuhdary between His Majesty's Province of Nova- 

» ' <' Scotia and the American district of Main^. This difficulty 

^* was originally suggested by the Agent, and the Commis- 

** sioner oi the United States appointed under the fifth grtide 

'* of the Treaty of Am|ty, I find, that the opinion given on 

'*' this subject by the Sd Commissioner, Judge Benson, at the 

' '< conclusion of a paper which he has drawn up and put into 

*' the hands of the President and {he Sibcretary of Statei with 
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^^ a view o/giwhg a genehil fdea of the whole ti'ansaction, \§ > 

** in the fallowing words : — ^** There is^till a questim^amcernin^ ^ 

*' /^^ boufidgry of the two natiom in that quarter,^ and onglnating 
*^ a/so . in tie Treaty of Peace ^ hit which j ARTAlbiNG of the 
^^ NATURE OF AN OMITTED CASE, Can be settled only by mgodim^ 
** tion and compact. The Treaty Supposes the St. Croi» to isiie0 
" immediateLV into the Bay of Fundy^ and oftourse that there . 
** 'would he an entire SEA-30ARD boundary^ if it may be so express^ 
*' ed^ between thiHermihatim of the Southern and the commence* 
*' ment of the Eastern boundary of the United Siatesj and it ital/0 
^' intended ihat whete the Edstetn boundary paued through watem 
^^ thai were navigable^ both nations should equally participate in tbt 
** Navigation. The question then is how the boundary in the in^ 
" iermediate spacCy between where the mouth qf the %iiHii Crdu 
** hath been decided to be and thf Bay ofFundy^ is to be estMifbei 
•* most consistent 'With the Treaty ; in answer to yfhich it'^tnerf be 
** suggested that the boundary should be a line^ fasnng thtiu/^ 
one of the passages between the Bay of Fundy and the Bay of 
Passamaquoddy ; that the West passage being unfit for theput** 
** pose^ having a bar across it which is dry at low ^water^ (be nefet 
" to it must be taken and the line may be dtscribe^^'^hEGlumKO 

'* IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CHANNEt OF TriE RIVER SajNT 

•' CroIx At i*rs mouth,, thence direct to the midd|,b bp 

** t*HE channel between Pleasant-Point and Deer- ■ ' ■ 

" Island, thei<ce through the middle of the channi>i« 

** between Deer-Islakd on the East and North, and 

" JMOOSE^ISLAND AND CaMPO-BeLLO-IsLAND ON THE WesT 

" AND South, and round the Eastern Point ©f Campo* 
** Bello-Island to the Bat of Fundy.*' 

It may not be improper here to repeat that na doubt was 
roer entertained, what Islarulshj the 2d article of the Treat y 
of Peace belonged to Great^Bntain ; nor was this any part 
of the question referred to the decision of the Commissioners 
under the 5th article of the * Treaty of Amity, Gonnnerce 
andJNavigation, it being easy to establish by authentic and 
unanswerable documents, what Islands at the time of, and be- 
fore /the Treaty of Peace were within the Umifs of the Pro- 
vince of Nova-Scotia. ^ ^ 

The Duke of Portland therefore was justly alarmed to 
find the right of water-way or navi^tion descrilsed by Judge * 

Benson, claimed as a right deduciblefrom the Treaty ; ap- 
prehending that it was intended to deduc« therefrom as a ^ 

Aff endix, No. 2. " * 
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) a, . ftld^^ conseqdence^ a right to the Jklands in 'P^BsimiqiuAdj^ 

. ^ Bay>. lying on the Amef ican side of $uch a water-way or navif^ 

I I gatio* ^ # 

tit is ftoweter to4)e remarked, that Judge Benson did not 
" exteoA ^^ ideas to tlie pretensions advanced in the Claim how 
before the Court. He barely intimatet that it was intended 
I 4 by the Treaty of Peace, that where the Eastern houndary of 
the United States passed through waters that were navigable^ 
. both nations should equally participate ?/i/£^ /7at'/g-^z/;^;i/ and 
• surely t right of passage or navigation can never be construed 
iato a right to stop and trade in that passage in direct viola-^ ., 
tion of the Ia\i^s of that nation through whose territory the 
right pf passage is claiiaed. This would be contrary to every 
' » principle 9f good faith established among nations. 
* '* • Whatever attempt might -be made by the State oFMassa** 
f thusetfts^(^hich had always di^overed the most anxious de- 
' sire tiO extend its territory in that quarter) to deduce a right ' 

^ to the Islands on the American side of the passage or wateiv ■. 
' • ^fev^y> as a <:onsequence of the right of water-way; it is not 
to be presumed that Judge Benson, had any idea of such 
ccmsequence, as he well knew the provisions of the Treaty of 
* • Peace in this regard ; a^d he also knew from personal aC'^ 
^ quai^tance wj|h the subj^t, having been upon the spot as,^ 
, "* . Commissioner, that Campo-Bello*Ij5land, fhy far the most 

^ poissidersEble Island on the American side oi the water-way 

described by ^im^ was in £act held in full possessiot), proper-* * 
, ty and sbve^ignty, by Great-Britain. 

But I apprehend that it may be clearly demonstrated diat 
tkere is no such omitted case a^ Judge Benson supposes, and 
that there is a complete sea-board boundary established by the 
Treaty of Peace between the termination of what he calls the 
Southern and the comi^encement of the Eastern boundary of 
the United States. 

Mr. Liston's observation to this effect is very pertinent, 

Hwn^y— that with regard to judge Benson's question, **the 

•* British Government may be justified in maintaining, tha^ 

*^ the questiop is already finally decided ; the boundary has 

, j •* been fixed by the Commissioners as far as the mouth of the S/. 

" Cr0i;r,and that River according to the ^^nsit of the Treaty of 

, . ^* Peace, emptied itself immediately into the Bay of Fundy \ ' 

i ^ for in Af itckeli^'s Map, which was before the Ministers 

•* at the time, 9f the Negotiation^ ^nd which was therefore 

^ the futhority tq^which it was natural to refer> no such Ba^i^ 






\ 



■T^ 



/* 



( n ) 



*^ as lite Bay of Pastamaquoddj b laid down, the whole Aim 
*' of the Sea which waters that part of the Goist being com* 
•* prehended mider the general name of the Bay of Fundy. 

In confinnation of Mr. Liston's reasooing it may be ob**> 
served, that the secoEid article of the Treaty of Peace describe 
iB^ the boundaries of the United States, and the declaratida 
ofthe Commissioners under the 5th article of the Treaty of 
Amity, Commerce and Navigation, explaining and deciding' 
the only doubt that had arisen in the construction of the 2a 
article ofthe Treaty of Peace respecting the boundary, must 
be considered as forming but one act <»* instrument, and that 
the declaration of the Commissioners respecting; the identiljr 
of the River, the local situation and position of its mouth, and 
of its source, must have the same operation, meaning and 
construction^ as if the contents of that declaration had 
originally made a part of the description of the boundaries 
m.the 2d article of the Treaty of Peace, otherwise, the 
declaration, instead of explaining and deciding the inten^ 
tkn ofthe Treaty §f Peatfytkh respect to the doubtful part 
of the boundary, would operate to the establishment of 
a new boundary not contemplated by the Treaty of Peace^ 
which was beyond the power of the Commissioners who 
made that declaration. Accordingly, the fifth article of the 
Treaty of Amity^ Commerce and N»vigati<Mi, provides that 
the Commissioners shall by ^' a declaration under their hands 
^ and seals decide what river is the river St. Croix intended by 
*^ the Treaty rf Peace \ that the said declaration shaU contain 
^ a description of the said River, and shall particularize the 
^' latitude and longitude of its meuth and of its source. And 
'^ both parties agree to- consider such decision as final and 
^ conclusive, so as that the same sh^l never thereafter be 
** called in question, or made the subject of dispute ov dif et^- 
•* ence between them«." 

It never has been nor catir be contended that the river St. 
Croix has two mc^ths; one mouth, and one mouth only, is 
spoken of in both Treaties, and in fact it ceases to be or to 
retain the form of a River at the place or point where its 
mouth is by the Commissioners declared to be, and it thepe 
empties its waters into a Bay, which is the common recepu-* 
cleof the waters of that, with those of the Magaguadavic and 
several other Rivevs emptying into the same Bay. 

Considering then the 2d article erf the Treaty of Peace^ 
and the declaration of the Commissioners under the 5tk 
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.urticle of the Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation, 
as forming but one instrument, and the geographical £ict^ 
that the river St. Croix has but one mouth, we may reason 
conclusively as follows. 

The mouth of the River is in the Treaty of Peace express^ 
id^ and must therefore he intended by it, to be, in the Bay of 
Fundy, — ^The Commissioners under the **fifth article of the 
Xreaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation, are required 
by a declaration* under their hands and seals to decide what 
river is the river St. Croix, intended by the Treaty of Peace to 
describe the River^ and to particularize the latitude and longi- 
tude of its mouthy which must therefore be its moutU, express- 
ed and intended in the Treaty, namely, its mouth in the Bay cf 
Fundy. The mouth of the River is in this declaration <£- 
scribed to be at Joe^s Point j and its latitude^ and longitude are 
accordingly particularized in the declaration-; therefore the 
mouth of the River thus described and particularized^ and the 
waters into which it empties itself at Joe^s Pointy must be in 
^ the Bay ofFundy^ or a part or section thereof. Hence it fbl* 
lows that the Bay above mentioned, sometimes called Passa^ 
maquoddy^ but now known by the name of St.. Andr/ew^s Bay, 
into which the river St. Croix empties itself TXjoes Pointy 
must have been contemplated by the framers ofthe Treaty 
of Peace as being in or a part or section of the Bay of Fun- 
dy, and must have been so intended by the Treaty. The 
description of the boundary in the Treaty of Peace is upon 
this supposition perfectly clear and complete, but on any 
other supposition it is palpably inconsistent with geogfaphi- 
cal facts that cannot be disputed. 

There is then no such ch^m in the boundary of the 
United States as Judge Benson supposes :< The main land of 
the United States on the sea^board is by the Treaty of Peace 
of necessity bounded by the shores of the United States 
from the mouth of Saint Mary's river to the mouth of the 
river Saint Croix, *' comprehending all Islands within twenty 
** leagues of any part of those shores, except the Islands 
** that then were or theretofore had been within the limits 
** ofthe Province of Nova-Scotia ;" all the Islands in this sup- 
posed chasm or space alluded to by Judge Benson being with- 
in the limits of the Province of Nova-Scotia, and consequent- 
ly reserved by the Treaty, and still belonging to Great Britain, 
the United otates are of necessary consequence bounded in 

* Appendix, No. IV. 
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that quarter by tie western shore of the Bay of Passamaquoddf^ 
being that part or section of the Bay of Fundy into which 
the waters of the river Saint Croix at its mouth entpty them- 
selvesj and consequently where in the terms of the Treaty of 
Peace the boundaries on that part ^* between Nova-Scotia and 
the United States touch the Bay of Fundy/' 

In conformity to this evidently just and only fair and con- 
sistent construction of the Treaty of Peace, the County of 
.Charlotte, (as has been already observed,) was constituted by 
Letters t^atent under the Great Seal of this Province in the 
year 1785, and confirmed by an Act of Assembly in 1786, 
under the following boundaries, to wit, ^'On the South 
" by the Bay of Fundy, on the West by the river Scoodiac or 
** St. Croix, and the Ivestern shore of the Bay of Passafnaquoddy^ 
*' including the Island of Grand Manan, &c." And I beg 
leave in this place humblv to insist, that this and every other 
Court established in the Province, must be governed m their 
decisions h/ the existing laws of the Country* 

By the Treaty of Peace the mouth and source of the river 
St. (jroix were points of equal imp(Mtance with the identity 
of the River itself, as upon the situation of the former de- 
pended the commencement of the Eastern and the termina- 
tion of what is called the Southern t^toundary of the United 
States, which united in one and the same point , and upon that of 
the latter, the interior boundary line from it, due North, 
through an immense tract of Country to the Highlands men- 
tioned in the Treaty ; these three important particulars were 
accordingly ascertained by the Commissioners under the fifth 
article of the Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation, 
by giving in their declaration a full description of the River 
and of its source^ and particularizing the latitude and longitude 
of its mouth ; the obligation to ascertain' the latitude and 
longitude of its source having been dispensed with by an ex- 
planatory article agreed upon between the two nations for 
that purpose. 

Now, therefore, to contend that the mouth of the river St. 
Croix, described and particularized in the declaration of the 
Commissioners, is not its mouth intended and expressed in the 
Treaty of Peace, would be in effect to render the declaration 
altogether nugatory, as either of the parties, if dissatisfied, 
might with equal propriety call in question the decision with 
^respect to the identity of the River itself and respecting its 
source, and if. the mouth of the River particularized in the 
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tfettaration of tlic Commi$si(mers> be its moudl contempkt'* 
ed aod intended bj the Tf^aty of Peace^ it must, as has 
been already observed, be its iMmth in the Bay of Fimdy^ and 
Passamaquoddy^Bay must be considered) as it in fact is, % 
kection orthe Bayof Fundy. 

If then the question with regard to the Isbmds depends at 
all upon the situatioti of the mouth of the River, the declara-* 
tlon of the Commissioners is ** final and conclusive^ and can** 
** not now be called Into question by cither pauty, or made a 
" subject of further dispute." 

But to consider- the question ill another poidt of view, the 
Treaty of Peace contempiated the mouth of the river St. 
Ci'oix as being in the Bay. of ^ndy, possibly from the circom^ 
stance mentioned by Mr. Lisbon that in Mitchell's Map 
whidi was before, and principally consulted by, the Ministers 
of the reactive powers, at the time of the negotiation of 
the Tresrty of Peace, " no such Bay as the Bay of Passama* 
'^ quoddy is Isrid down, the whole arm of the Sea which 
*• waters that part of the Coast being comprehended under 
** the general name of the flay of Fulidy," and the mouth of 
the river St. Croix appearing by that Map to be in the Bay 
of Fundy. But still, if the mouth of the River, upon inves* 
tigation, should prove not to be in the Bay of Fundy, it is 
evident that by tli6 Treaty of Peace was intended the mwti 
^ that river Saint Croix, which formed a part of the %uestem 
ioundary pf the Province of Nova^Beottei^ wherever the 'local si- 
tuation brth^t mouth might be aacertainedtobe; for it can-* 
not be contended that if the mouth of that Rrver St. Croix 
which formed a part of the western boundary of the Province 
of Nova-Scotia should in fact be found not to be in the Bay 
of Fundy, that any other River which did not form a part of 
such western boundary was to be adopted, it being evident, 
as has been already shown, that the United States were to be 
boimdedEast, upon the western bou|^^ry of the Province of 
Nova-Scotia, and that the river Saint Croix formed a part of 
such western boundary. Wherever, then, the mouth rf the 
river Saint Croix, forming a part of such westeni boundary, 
should be found to be, whether in the Bay oi Fundy or in the 
'Bay of Passamaquoddy, it must of necessity fovm the com- 
mencement of the Eastern and the termination of 'wfaat if 
calied the Southern boundary of the United States^ orrise 
object of tbe Treaty, in this respect, would be entirely defeoti- 
^ 'y tod this will fairly account for the provision in the 
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Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation, and the lojcat 
fituattoa of the mouth of the river 3aint v'oix 9hould be 
ascertained by particulari^^ing it$ latitude and longitude \ thus 
in either case, and in every point of yieW|, there h no chasm 
iA the boundary of the United States ; and it is not probabU 
that 8Uiy such question as the present would ever have ariseot 
hut from the anxiety of the State o{ Massachusetts to retaip 
and to extend their possessions oif tbe British Islands in jtl^ 
Bay of Passamaquoddy. 

The describing of the mouth of thexiver Su Croix in ,th^ 
Treaty of Peace as being in the ^ay of Fi>ndy» when in fact 
it is foupd to be in a small intervening Bay, communicating 
immediately with the Bay of Fondy, but bearing a distinct 
name, which distinct name, it must be. presumed, was npt 
known to the framers of the Treaty, will not, I humbly coii- 
tend, admit of any such question as Judge Bcnson suppose^ 
*^ partaking of the nature of an omitted case^'* to be settled ** by 
^* further n^egotiation and compact.'' In this manner, to , 
make n£w que^tiqnd of this kind would tend not only to de- 
stroy the imteation of treaties, and their object in puttii;^ an 
end to controversies between n^tioi^^ but would be incon- 
sistent with the rules laid down ai;id e^ablished, and by which 
nations ought to be governed in the interpretation of theiq, 
and consequently would be a violation of the faith pf trea- 
ties. 

** In concessions, conventions, fuid treaties, in alj contracts, Vattel,fc, 
^ as well as in the laws," says Vattel, ** it is impossible to j^ij'* 
^^ foresee and point out all the particular ca^es that may arise ; 
*^ we decree, we ordain , we agree upon certain things ^ and e3P- 
** press theoi in genera/ terms . and though all the expressions 
" in a Treaty should be pierfectly clear, plain and determi- 
^' i^ate, the true interpretation would still consist in making 
** in all the particiilar casef thaf preset themselves, Jt^sf. 
^^ appiicatiott of what has bfien decreed in ?^generaf manner. It 
*' is therefore necessary to establish rules founded on reason, 
and authorized by the law of nature, capable of diffusing 
light over what is obscure, of determining what isoincertain, 
and of frustrating the view$ of him who acts with duplicity 
" in forming the contract**' * 

" Unless certain rules be admitted for determining the j t^^ 
^^ sense in which the expressions are to be taken, Treaties 
" will be only empty words, pot.hi^g can be agreed upo^ with 
' ♦* security \ aa4 it will be almost ridiculous to ^)lace ?ny de* 



u 
i( 



.( 22 ) 

** pendence upon the effect of conventions : the faith or 
*' Treaties is no less violated by a refusal to admit an evidently 
*^ fair interpretation than by an open infracticMi." 

He then proceeds to lay down, among others, the follow- 
ing rules. — " Eveiy Treaty must be interpreted according to 
** fixed rules, calculated to determine its meaning, as naturaU 
*' ly understood by the parties concerned^ at the time nvhen the 
** Treaty ivas drawn up and accepted.^* 
Vattel * * ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ should affix that meaning, which the par- 
§277. *^ ty whose words we interpret ^rc^^^j^^ had tn contemplation.^* 
5283, *^ A Treaty ought to be interpreted in such manner as 

*^ that it may have its effect, and not prove nugatory." 
§ 297. " In unforeseen cases we should rather be guided by the //r- 
* <* tention of the author of a Treaty than by his words y and in- 
<' terpret the instrument conformably to what he would have 
«^ doney if he had foreseen the circumstances which are at 
^^ present known J^ 

To apply these principles. — It was the object and design of 
the Treaty of 1783 to give a complete and entire boundary 
to the United States, and that the Eastern should commence 
> at the termination of what is called the Southern boundary. 
It was intended to give to th.e Bay iii which the mouth of 
the river Saint Croix was situated, the name by which it was 
known, and it was under this impression called the Bay of 
Fundy. It was intended that the mouth of the river Saint 
Croix, forming a part of the Western boundary of the Pro- 
vince of Nova-Scotia, wherever that mouth might be, should 
be the Eastern boundary of the United States : It was in- 
tended that all the Islands which at or before the time of the 
Treaty, were or had been within the limits of the Province of 
Nova-Scotia, should be reserved to His Majesty and continue 
X to belong to Great-Britain ; and in no other sense could the 
Treaty have been accepted by His Majesty consistently with 
any rational interpretation of it.— To^ieny either of these 
positions would be in effect to charge the framers of the 
Treaty with absurd or wicked and fraudulent designs. 

It turns out upon examination that the waters into whidi 
the river St. Croix issues at its mouthy and which commmuni- 
cate immediately with the J3ay of Fundy , form a small Bay 
. known by the name of Passamaquoddy. Can it be contend- 
ed that this Bay of Passamaquoddy is not to be considered, so 
far as respects the present question, as being, what it in fact 
is-f a part or section of the Bay ofFundy^ without a manifest 
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violation of the faith of Treaties, and an evident infraction 
of the rights secured by the Treaty ? Let candour, justice 
and good faith, dictate the answer to this question. 

In case the reasoning of his Grace the Duke of Portland* 
should not be considered, as it appears to me to be, conclu- 
sive, with respect to His Majesty's right to the .Islands in 
question, I come now to consider in what manner the right 
to these Islands may be affected or determined by the situa^ 
tion of the mouth of the river St. Croixy as particularized in the 
declaration of the Commissioners under the fifth ar ticlef 
the Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation.-:— If the 
clause reserving these Islands to His Majesty must be 
affected or governed by the preceding part of the article, His 
Majesty's right to all the Islands in Passamaquoddy-Bay may, 
I humbly conceive, be demonstrated under that part of the 
final declaration of the Commissioners, which decides the 
mouthof the river St. Croix to be at Joe's Pointy the Northern- 
most point of Saint Andrew's Harbour. After that part of 
the 2d Article of the Treaty of Peace, which assigns to the 
United States their precise boundaries, the words descriptive 
of the Islands granted to them follow thus : — ^**comprehend- 
** ing all Islands within 20 leagues of any part of the shores 
*• of the United States, and lying between lines to be drawn 
** due East from the points where the aforesaid boundaries be- 
** tween Nova-Scotia on the one part and East Florida on the 
'* other, shall respectively touch the Lay of Fundy and 
" the Atlantic Ocean :" then the reservation follows in these 
words, ** excepting such Islands as now are or heretofore 
** have been within the limits of the said Province of Nova- 
*^ Scotia:" the operation of the exception, if affected by any 
preceding part of the article, can be affected by the words of 
the cession only, arid the Islands comprehended in the excep- 
tion must be a part of those included in the cession, agreea- 
bly to the maxim, exceptio probata regulam. The words form- 
ing the second part of the description of jthe Islands ceded 
by the Treaty must be intended to have some meaning, in 
ascertaining which, the conjunction and connecting the two 
parts of the description must be construed either in a copula- 
tive or disjunctive sense; if in the latter, the exception 
which follows in favour of His Majesty will apply distinctly to 
each oi the descriptions and all the Islands in that part of 
Ae Bay of Fundy called Passamaquoddy-Bay, ^W«^ ivithin 20 
leagues of the shore of the United States, and therefore 
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wkhin the first description, will b^loM to Jib Majesty bf 
virtue of the exception* be the mouth ofthe river St. Croix 
(the situation of which must determine whether or not they 
^are within the second description) where it may. But if 
this connecting term is construed in a copulative sense* and 
all the words therefore as forming but one descriptioni it will 
be necessary that all the Islands m this section of the Bay of 
Fundy be found within the second as well as the first part of 
the description, before the exception can apply to save and re* 
serve theni to Great Britain ; on the present occasion I will 
interpret this conjunction in a copulative sense, because this 
is the sense most unfavourable to His Majesty, so far as re» 
spects the Islands in question, in which the words can be 
cpristrued, and because, if it^is taken in a disjunctive sense, 
t^he description in the latter part of the sentence will be al- 
together unlimited, as the East lines mentioned in it may be 
indefinitely extended, involving the naost absurd conse- 
ijuences. 

Adopting this construction, it will be necessary to draw the 
£ast lines mentioned in this part of the description, in order 
to ascertain the Islands lying between them, and consequent* 
ly included both in the grant or cession, and the exception. 

Let a line then be extended due Hast from the middle of 
St. Mary's river, where it touches the Atlantic Ocean till it be^ 
comes, and is thence farther continued 20 leagues, parallel 
wivha due East line extended th^ same number of leagues 
from the middle ofthe mouth of the river St, Croix at Joii 
Pointf where it touches that part of the waters of tie Bay of 
Fundyj it will be found that all the Islands in Passamaquoddy* 
Bay are >not only within twenty leagues of the shcwes of the 
United States, but are also included and lying between these 
due East parallel lines, and consequently that such of these 
Islands as at the time of the Treaty were or theretofore had 
been within the limits of the Province of Nova-Sootia are 
reserved to His Majesty by virtue ofthe express exception in 
his favour; but if the mouth ofthe river St. Croix should, for 
the sake ofthe argument, be considered as beinc at the "West- 
ern passage^ where the waters in that passage intermix with 
the waters in the main channel ofthe Bay of Fundy, and the 
due East line in this behalf mentioned in the Treaty should 
be extended from this point or passage, it would be found 
that none of the Islands in Passamaquoddy-Bay would b^ 
within the description ofthe Islands ceded by the Treaty, nof 
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conseqiieiuly wkkm tke exception) and that the exoeprioa 
would in this case reserve the Island of Grand Manan onljr 
to His Majesty from the operation of the general words' of 
the cession ; and the Islands in Passamaquoddy-Bay not being 
within the cession or exception^ the right to them would be 
ascertained by the middle line of the waters from this point 
or passage Ncnrtherly to the middle of the river St. Croix to 
its real and only, mouth at Jo^s Pointy and consequently 
Moose-Island, Dudiey-Island, and Frederick-Island, the 
Islands in question, taken possession of by the Subjects of the 
United States since the Treaty of Peace being <mi the Western 
side of this middle line, would belong to the United States. 

Of such importance^ in this view of the question) is the 
actual situation of the mouth of the river St. Croix. 

I shall now consider the first point of my argument as esta<* 
blbhed, namely, ^^ That all the Islands in Passamaquoddy-* 
•* Bay, including Moose-Island, Dudley-Island, and Frederick 
*« Island, do of right, by the Treaty of Peace of 1783, be- 
** k)ng to His Majesty." 

2. The second point is, that all the waters surrounding 
those Islatkis belong alst> to Great-'Britain. 

The manner in which the first point has been investieated, 
and the various grounds uppn wluch it has been ^tabhshed| 
preclude the necessity of a separate discussion of the second; 
the latter resulting as a necessary coasequence of dbe former^ 

It was evidently intended by the Treaty of Pfeace, ai has 
been repeatedly observedi that no part of the Province of 
Nova-Scotia should be thereby ceded to the United States) 
and it having been established that the islands and v^aters in 
question were at the time of the Treaty, and always there* ' 
tofbre had been within the limits of the Province of Nova* 
Scotia, from the first establishment of that Province in the 
year 1621, they must consequently stillbelong to His Majesty 
in fiill property and sovereignty. 

As the whole territory of the United States, as well as 
the Province of Nova-Scotia, before the Treaty of Peace be- 
longed, to Great-Britain, it will b^ sttflicient, in additicm tq 
what has been already said, to observe, that the islands and 
waters in question never did b^re that Treaty belong 
to nor were in possessiim <f iht adjoining province iwm 
State of Massachusetts^ and h has been diown that these 
waters were not ceded to the Umted Sbntes by that Treaty, 
but on tb^ ^ontrar^i th^t Ih^ UnitedSiate^are by tb^ Tx^rgr 
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bounded, in that quarter, upon the WesUrn shore of the Bay 
of Passamaquoddy : indeed no waters whatever are expressly in- 
cluded in the cession, from the mouth of St. Mary's river, to 
the mouth of the river St. Croix, and in the interpretation of 
Vattel k. Treaties, sayj Vattel, — ** the Proprietor cannot be deprived of 
I'-Sw^* " ^^ ^'^ **ig^^j except so far precisely as he relinquishes it on liis 
** part \ and in case of doubt the presumption is in favour of the 
c lOfi. ** Possessor." And again, " The cession of a right or of a 
** province, in order to obtain Peace, is interpreted in its 
** rnost confined sense.^ And il is remarkable that he gives 
the following instance in illustration of his doctrine. . " If it 
** were true," says he, ** that the limits of Acadia were always 
*' uncertain, and that the French were the lawful possessors 
** of it, that nation would have had a right on their side in 
*^ maintaining that their cession of Acadia to the English by 
•* the Treaty of Utrecht did not extend beyond the nar^ 
** rawest limits of that Province.'* 

3. I come now to the third point of my argument, which 
may be considered also as a necessary consequence of the 
points already discussed, namely, ** that a right of water-way, 
** passage, or navigation only, can bfe claimed by the United 
•* States, from the main channel of the Bay of Fundy to their 
** moiety of the River St. Croix." 

The question stated by Judge Benson as remaining to be 
settled by negotiation and compact, I conceive, can merely re^ 
spect such a right of water-way or navigation to that moiety 
of the St. Croix, the boundary river, which is nearest to the 
American territory^ as this water-way must necessarily pass 
between the islands in Passamaquoddy-Bay, all of which have 
been shown to belong to His Majesty j indeed the question 
evidently arises from an implied concession on his part, that 
all these Islands do belong to Great-Britain, because if Moose 
Island, Dudley Island, and Frederick Island, the islands in 
question, had been supposed by him to belong to the United 
States, no question could have been made, but that they 
• would have had an entire sea-board boundary, and an indis^ 
putable right of water-way through the western passage by 
these Islands, and along the Western shore of Passamaquoddy \ 
Bay to their moiety of the river St. Croix, which is indeed 
the passage that they uniformly make use of; for although 
there is a bar across some part of it, which is dry at' low 
^ water, there is sufficient depth of water, when the tide is in, 
at least for any vjessels they employ in this Navigation. 
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That such a right of water-way only was in the contem- 
plation of Jqclge Benson appears from the whole of his 
language upon the subject : he contends, thatjthe Treaty of 
Peace ** intended that where the Eastern boundary passed 
** through waters that were navigaWe, both nations should 
** equally participate in the Navigation ;" and to secure such* 
a right of Navigation to the United States, he proposes— 
** that the boundiiry should be a line passing through one of 
" the passages between the Bay of Fundy and the Bay of 
Passamaqiioddy ; that the West passage being unfit for 
the purpose, having a bar across it, which is dry at low 
** water, the next to it must be taketty and that the following 
*• line should be adopted, viz. beginning* in the middle of 
** the channel of the river St. Croix at its mouth, thence 
** direct to the Aiddle of the channel between Pleasant 
** Point and Deer Island, thence through the middle of 
** the channel between Deer Island on the East and North, 
** and Moose Island and Campo-Bello Island on the West 
*' and South, and round *the Eastern point of Campo-Bello 
** Island to the Bay of Fundy." 

Now it is hardly to be presumed that for the purpose of 
securing the proposed right of Navigation, which was the 
only object in view, it could have been intended by Judge 
Benson that the property and sovereignty not only of Moose 
Island, Dudley Island, and Frederick Island, which, though 
at that time in the possession of subjects of the United States, 
did of right by the Treaty of Peace belong to Great Britain, 
but also of the large and very valuable island of Cawpo-Bel- 
lo thea in the possession of His Majesty as well as of right 
belonging to him, must of necessity be ceded to the United 
States in order to fulfil the intention of the Treaty of Peace, 
contrary to the intention of that Treaty so clearly expressed 
in it, with regard to the islands ; and if he did not mean to 
divest His Majesty of his right to these islands, he could only 
mean by further negotiation and compact to secure the right 
of water-way, passage or navigation, above mentioned. 

But if the foregoing reasoning is correct, there is no such 
chasm in the boundary of the United States as Judge Ben- 
son suggests, and which is the sole foundation of the supposed 
necessity of farther negotiation between the two Nations, and 
it remains only to inquire what right the United States have 
by the law of nations to a water-way or passage through the 
waters in question. 
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k^^^s "Grotius treating of Rivers says—** Tfaongh in tSLse ot 
fiL ' ^ ^^7 doubt) the jurisdictions pu each si4e reach to the middjU 
" of the River y yet it may bei and in some places it has actually 
happened, that the River whoiiy bek>ngs to one party^^ 
** either because the other nation has not got possession c^ 
" the other bank till later^ and when their neighbours wer^ 
^* idready v\ complete possession of the whole River ^ or clse^ 
•* because matters were so stipvdated 'by some Treaty^'* 
Grotius does not proceed expressly to state what tho 
law is in the latter case, but it is a &ir and necessary in« 
ference» that in $uch case the nation to whom the whoU 
River belongs must retain its jurisdiction over the whole. 
Puffendorf is more explicit.-^" The Gulphs and Chan« 
♦"c. 5? '* nels or Arms of the Sea, are," says he, ^ according to th« 
$^ 8. *< regular course, supposed to belong to the People with 
** whose lands they are encompassed ^ but in case difierent 
" nations border on the same channel, the sovereignty of 
^< each shall be conceived to rea^h into the middle ^^ the 
** ^ater^ from every part of their respective shores ^ unies$ 
*' either all the estates have agreed, by covenant, to use tie 
** whole water promiscuously among themselves, and to ex* 
^ ercise a general undivided sovereignty over it, against 
^,^ foreigners, or else if one particular people has obtmneda 
^ domndon over the whole by pa^ty or the tacit confession 
*^ of the rest, or by the right ff cofiquesty or because they 
^* fixed their station near it, and immediately took it into 
** full possession, exercising acts of sovereignty over tbie 
'* peo(4e of the opposite sl^ore. In which latter case never- 
*^ thelesS) the other neighbouring States their fellow bor- 
** derers shall be supposed to be lords of each of their pur^ 
** ticular portSy and of so much of the sea» as tlie Convenieni 
«» access to the shore requires.'* 

In the present case it has b^en shown that the islands in 
question, and the whole of the waters between them, formed 
apart of the Province of Nova*S<:otia before and at the time 
of th^ Treaty of Peace. 

It has been show^ that by that Treaty it w^s not intended 
that ^hy part of tHe Province of Nova-Scotia should be 
thereby ceded to the United JStates, and consequently the 
United States can by the law of nations daim only to be 
lords of their particular ports on their shores, and such a 
right cnly in those waters ojf ihe convenient access to their 
^ chores requires, Ttis inference is further confirmed by tlic 
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tutes laid down by Vattel in the Uiterpretatioa of Treaties 
that have been already citedj ^* that the Proprietor cannot 
^ be deprived of his right* except so far^ prtci&eh/, as he 
'^ relinquishes it on his part," and that the ^^ cession of 
** a right or of a Province to obtain peace is to be in* 
** terpreted in its mo^t confined senseJ* 

The right, of passage or water-way which may in the 
present instance be claimed by the United States, is found- 
ed upon the same reason with that of the maxim in our 
municipal law, *^ Quando ali ]uid cui conceditur ; conceditur 
** et id, per quod pervcnUur ad illud;^^ and can be ex- 
tended no farther. 

The same reasoning upon .which the right in the present 
instance is founded will also confine that right to a water- 
way through the Western passage^ as being competent to the 
enjoyment of every privilege and advantage that the United 
States are entitled to, as being the only passage they have 
been accustomed to use, and as being least liable to objec- 
tion on account of carrying on any clandestine trade with 
the neighbouring part of His Majesty's dominions. 

But to go further. It is. laid down by Martens in his Maiter% 
Compendium of the Law of Nations, a work of acknow- ^- ^f- 
ledged authority, that '* a Nation is fully authorized to 
^' prescribe the manner in which the commerce with its 
'< dominions shall be carried on -y* and in a note upon this 
passage he says, " The famous Navigation Act^^ (for a 
breach of the provisions of which the present prosecution \^ 
instituted) ^* passed under Cromwell and confirmed by 
•* Charges the 2d, contained nothing cmitrary to the law 
*• of nations^ notwithstanding it was very embarrassing to 
** other 'Countries." 

Sir William Scott in pronouncing sentence, in the High j ^^ 
Court of Admiralty of England, in a case of appeal from a con- a<L R«p. 
demnationon the Revenue laws in the Vice-Admbralty Court ^^^ 
of Jamaica, speaking of the same act with others on the same cy Cadb- 
subject, says, " The Revenue and Navigation Laws are cer- ^f«»^*i- 
'* tainly to be construed and applied with great exactness : mS J*^ 
^ they are framed for the security of great national interests: 
** and the effect of auch laws, fbmided on great purposes of 
*' public policy y must not be weakened by a minute tender- ' 
" ness to particular hardships." 

Can it for a moment be contended or imagined that un- 
der cover of a right of possinge or navigation^ which is ;dl. 
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that the United States can pretend to in the waters in ques* 
tion, they can have any such right as is contended for m 
the claim which has been interposed in the present cause> 
to go with their vessels and anchor them in these waters, 
and there, in open defiance and violation of all these laws, 
to take their cargoes on board from British vessels ? On the 
other hand, is it not a manifest violation of the faith of 
Treaties, and a most unwarrantable invasion of His Majesty's 
rights, for the subjects of the United States to be guilty of 
such practices under so frivolous a pretext ? All the rules 
laid down by the most approved writers upon the law of 
nations reprobate the principles upon which such conduct 
Is attempted to be justified. As well might the American 
vessels, or the vessels of any other power in amity with. 
Great-Britain; because they have a right of navigation in 
the British Channel, claim also a right to lie at anchor off 
Torbay, or Weymouth, or any other British port in the 
channel, and there take on board from British vessels car- 
goes <j/*a?'//cto pro A itoe^d to be exported from Great-Britain, 
or carry on any other species of tllicit and clandestine trade, 
as the Claimant in the present instance be justified in the 
conduct whio)i he avows in his answer to the information. 

If we look into the articles of the Treaty of Amity, Com- 
merce and Navigation, between His Majesty and the United 
States, we shall find that provision is made for every species 
of commerce that m^y be laivfully carried on by either na- 
tion within the territories of the other. 

By the eleventh article it is provided, ** that there shall 
'* be a reciprocal and entirely perfect liberty of Navigation 
** and Commerce between their respective people, in the 
** manner, under the limitations, and on the conditions spe- 
•* cified in the subsequent articles." In the 12th article the 
trade between the United States and the British IVest^ 
Indies is permitted under certain limitations ; in the 13th 
article their trade with the territories of Great-Britain in the 
East'Indies is also permitted under certain conditions and 
limitations; in the 14th article it is provided, "that there 
** shall be, between all the dominions of His Majesty in £u- 
" tope, and the Territories of the United States, a recipro- 
** cal and perfect liberty of Commerce and Navigation ;" 
but no provision is made in any of the articles for carrying 
on any trade between the United States and His Majesty's 
Sea-ports in his North-American Colonies. 
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Would if not be su£Scient that this trade is entirely left 
out in the enumeration of the phces in which the Treaty 
provides for the liberty of Navigation and Commerce be- 
tween the two Nations, in order to determine that no such 
trade can be justified under the Treaty ? The maxims, " ex- 
" pressum facit cessare taciturn^'* and ** expressio unius 
" estexcltcsio alteriusy^ are as just and as applicable in the 
interpretation of public Treaties, as of the municipal law ; 
and it is to be observed here that the right of passage or na- 
vigation now under discussion, in the waters in question, 
does not respect any right of Navigation between the Ter- 
ritories of the two Nations, but only a right of passage or 
Navigation between different parts of the Territory of the 
United States, through a part of the British territory, and 
even this merely that the moiety of the river St. Croix, 
ceded to them by the Treaty, may not prove a useless ac- 
quisition for want of a convenient communication with or 
access to it by water. 

But the inference I am now contending for does not arise 
merely from the omission above mentioned in the enumera- 
tion of the places in which the Treaty provides for the li- 
berty of Navigation and Commerce between the two Na- 
tions ; so important an object was it to prevent an infringe- 
ment of the Navigation Act under any pretence, in His 
IVlajesty's Colonies upon the continent, that in the Sd ar- 
ticle of the Treaty which provides for the communication 
by land, and "the inland navigation between- the 1 67' nto^ 
" lies and countries of the two parties on the continent of 
** America,'* and gives liberty " to havigate all the- Lakes, 
•** Rivers and Waters thereof, and freely to carry on trade 
** and commerce with each other ;" an express clause is 
added, " that this article does not extend to the admission of 
«* vessels of the United States into, the Sea-ports, HarbourSy 
** Bays or Creeks ol His Majesty's said Territories, or into 
<* any parts of the Rivers in His- Majesty's said Territo- 
<< ries belo*W' the highest port of entry from the &/i." Thus 
careful was the Treaty to prevent and prohibit the infrac- 
tion of the Navigation Act, and that illicit trade which is 
now claimed as a right on the part of the United States. 

By the Treaty of Peace no provision whatever was made 
for the carrying on of any Commerce between His Majesty^s 
territories and those of the United States, and in the in* 
structions to Mr. Leonard, accompanying His Majesty's 
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cooixnissidn id kim as superintendent o^ tlie trade smd 
fisheries carried on, on the coast of His Majesty's North-* 
American Colonies, originally given in the year 1788, and 
confirmed in the year 1797, tlu-ee years after the Treaty of 
Amity, Commerce and Navigation, he is directed, " upou 
•* no account to permit ar^y commerce or traffic of any na^ 
** tm^e or kind to be carried on between the subjects of His 
•* Majesty and the citizens/ of the United States, who may 
** come within the limits of his district, m contradiction to 
** the laws and regulations which have been established."-— 
Such is the opinion of His Majesty's Government respect* 
ing the right claimed in the present instance, on the part 
of the United States, to contravene and violate the laws and 
regulations referred to in these instructions. But by way of 
protestation it is said in this claim, that Mr. Leonard as su- 
perintendent of trade and fisheries had no right to make any 
seizure for a breach of the laws of trade : this is an asser- 
tion that tnay be well doubted, but it is unnecessary to go 
into this discussion at present, as the difficulty is obviated 
by his having a Commission from the Customs, ^.uthorizing 
him to make seizures in those cases ; and as his appointment 
was made for the sole purpose of attending to the due execu<* 
tion gf the Treaties between the two Countries, his having 
such commission to confirm his authority to make seizures^ 
forms another ground of argument in favour of the legality 
of the present seizure, and of the liability of the Sloop and 
Cargo to confiscation. 

From the foregoing premises It is presumed that an in- 
ference may be safely drawn, that a right of water-way, 
passage or navigation only, can be claimed by the 
United -States nrom the main channel of the Bay of 
Fundy, through the waters in question to that moiety 
of the river St. Croix which is nearest to the Ame» 
rican territory; and further that" STich right of naviga- 
tion is so far from authorizing the carrying on of any 
commerce or traffic of any nature or kind, hetwecn the sub- 
jects of His Majesty and the Citizens of the United States in 
those waters, that any such commerce or traffic is not only 
prohibited under the penalty of forfeiture of the vessel and 
cargo by the navigation laws of Great-Britain, but is contirary 
to the express provision of tlie Treaties existing between the 
two Countries. 

IL This brings me to the second grounoT of defence $et 
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bp m the Claim> namely, that if the Waters in question are 
hot wholly wUhiriy and do not whollv bdong to the United 
States, tney are the waters of the liiver forming the boun- 
dary between His Majesty* s dominions and the taid United 
States^ and as such neutral and in, common for the vessels 
of both nations. In other words, if the United States can- 
not succeed in their claim to Campo^Bello Island, they are 
determined to insist upon their right to the three * other 
Islands of nohich they have taken possession. 

The fcregoing arguments, accompanied by a bare inspec* 
tion of the Maps before the Court, destroy the idea that the 
waters in question are the waters of the river St. Croix, 
whii:h is the River forming the boundary here alluded to ; 
and it has also been proved that they are neither neutral 
nor comnton for the purpose of any traffic or commerce^ 
forbidden by the laws of either Country, but merely for the 
purpose of a water-Way ^ passage or navigation^ between the 
different parts of the Territories of their respective nations. 

But we will suppose for the sake of the argument, that 
tlie waters in question Were the waters of the boundary 
rit^ef 5 even in that case they could be only neutral or 
common for the purposes of passage and navigation, and 
not for the purpose of carrying on an illicit and clandestine 
trade between the subjects of the two Countries, and the 
waters being in common must be considered wholly as the 
waters of Either nation, for the purpose of authorizing i 
seizure in any part of them of the vessels of either, trans- 
gressing the laws of the other country ; this is the only in- 
terpretation of the Treaties between the two countries that 
is consistent With the express intention of the Treaties, witk 
good faith or common sense. 

The pfo vision that is made in the 3d article of the Treaty 
of Amity, Commerce and Navigation, respecting the river 
Missisippi, fully confirms this interpretation. This River, 
according to the Treaty of Peace, was to be entirely open to 
both parties, as the waters in question in the present cause 
are claimed to be, but this common right of navigation gave 
to neither party a right to trade in any place in this conunon 
River, belonging to the other ; accordingly it is expressly 
provided in the 3d article above mentioned, ** that all the 
** ports and places on its Eastern side, to whichsoever of the 
•* parties belonging, may freely be resorted to and used by 
'* both parties, in as ample a manner as any of the Atlantic 
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♦* pons or places of the United States, or any of the ports 
^ or places of His Majesty in Great-Britain.^ 

But to narrow the cause to the precise circumstances of 
the present case, as set forth in the Claim. 

We have seen that, by the law of nation^^ as laid down 
by Grotius and Puffendorf, in case different nations bor- 
der on the same channel, the sovereignty of each shall-be 
conceived to reach into the 7niddle of the water, from 
every part of their respective shore ; unless either has ob- 
tained a dominion over the whole : and to the same effect 
hlnxxLti Martens says, *• Every nation has a right to property and 
\!t ^•^' " dominion as far as the middle of all the Lakes and River% 
" that are situated on its frontiers, at least till the contrary 
'^ has been proved, or till another division has been agreea 
« upon/' 

It must be recollected that I am now arguing upon the 
supposition that the waters in question were the waters- of 
the boundary river,* the St. Croix, as contended for in th^ 
claim : and I will suppose further for the sake of the argu- 
ment, that Moose-Island, Frederick-Island, and Dudley- 
Island, belong to the United States. Admitting th^n far- 
ther the absurd id^a that the subjects of either nation have ai 
right to carry on any trade prohibited by the laws of the 
other in these waters, such right must be confined to that 
part of the waters or river lying on their side of the middle 
of the waters, because at the middle of the waters the so- 
vereignty, property, and dominion of the two nations re- 
spectively terminate* 

Now it is not pretended in the present case, that either 
at the time tl e slodp came to- an anchor, or when her cargo 
was laden on Loard, or when she was taken, she was on the 
American side of such middle of the waters between Campo- 
Bello Island and Dudley-Island. The claim barely states, 
that ** the sloop came to an anchor between the said two 
*^ Islands, so as to see the house of the American custom- 
** house officer, Lewis Frederick Delesdemier, upon the 
•* American shore from the said sloop when anchored, and 
<* without the Points or Head-lands forming Snug-CoveJ^ 
It is not pretended that this house cannot be seen from the 
waters on the British side of the middle line, nor can it be 
presumed, as ^t house is stated to be upon the American 
shore; and by a bare inspection of the map or chart, which 
is aldmitted to give a correct description of the places in 



Ihrestlont it will b^ seen that the sloop iriight lie nditkout 
tne Points or HeadJands forming Snug^Cove, and yet be 
nearer by seven-eighth parts of the distance to Campo^Bello'^ 
than to Dudley Jsland* So that had this caus^ been brought 
On to a hearing upon the l^bel and answer, a condemnation 
must inevitably have taken place upon the claitnant's own 
shewing, if he could not msuce out that this illicit trade may 
with impunity be carried on by American subjects withiii 
the British territory } and if such trade might be so carried 
on within the British territory at the place where the sloop 
was anchored, it certainly would have been equally justifiable 
to have taken in the cargo from the whaffs ot shores of Cam-* 
po-Bello Island. 

The Claimant, aware of this difficulty, resorts to his next 
ground of defence, which is, 

III. << That the anchoring, lying and loading with Plaistet ' 
*' of Paris froni on board British vessels ^ at the place uA^ 
<< the sloop was seized, has been for a long time sanctioned 
*^ by the concurrent assent of the officers of his majesty's 
« customs at this port of St. John, and at the port of Pas* 
*' samaquoddy, as a practice not prohibited by any of the 
•* existing laws of either of the two countries.'* In another 
part of the claim, he avers that " this is the place heretofore 
*^ pointed out an<f assented to by the officers of his Majesty'a 
** customs of the port of St. John, as the proper place tot 
^ the vessek of the United States to anchor and take iH 
** their cargoes of Plaister of Paris.'* 

How far this ground of defence is substantiated by the lAt* 
iiesses in point of £ict, will be seen when their depositions 
come under the consideration of the Court ; for the present 
purpose^ the facts here stated shall be taken for granted. 

The loading of the sloo^ with Plaister of Paris from on 
board British vessek in the present instance, as stated in the 
claim, was^ or was not, a violation of the British laws of 
trade.-^If it was not a violation of these laws^ no Sanction 
of the custom*house officers was wanting to justify it. — ^If it 
was a violation of these laws, no permission^ acquiescence^ 
connivance or sanction on their part, could authorize it, or 
^an saviB the sloop and her cargo from the penalt/ of those 
laws. 

This part of the defence therefore, be it true or false, can 
. be of no avail to the claimant. ~ 
. This court must decide agreeably to the Uw, and will, I 

^ d2 
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)vav% no doubt, be of die same ofix&om wltb the pnMni 
eminently learned Judge of the High Court of Admirak]^ 
of Eu^landy ^* that the revenue and navigation laws ve to 
^ be Qon&trued and ap{>]ied with j^eat exactness, that they 
'< are framed for the semritj/ qfgrsat JMUUmal mteresisi^ and 
<^ tha; the effect oi such Ww$y Ibunded on greai jwrpasea 
•* qfpadiic policy % must not be weakened by a minute ttn«» 
^' deroess to {articular hsurdships*" 

A similar defence with the present was set up before himf 
on the part of the Claimants in the case of the Hoop» Cor^ 
nelius) master. In pronouncing judgment Sir WilliaiC 
1 Rob. ScQTT, says — " This is the case of a ship> laden with Fiax» 
>^Rep. M Madder, Geneva, and Cheese, and bound from Rotter-* 
^* dam Qsieowibly to Bergen ; but abe was in truth coming 
'* to a British port, and took a des^aation to Bergen to de* 
f' ceive French cruiseifs 3 and asthedaimdiscloses (of which 
^M see no reason to doubt the truth) the goods were to be 
'' imported on aceount of British merchants, being most of 
*^ them articles of considerable use in the manu&ctures and 
*' commerce of this country, and beings brought vuider an 
^< assurance /fvm the commmwners of the customs in Seot^ 
'^ land, that they might be la'UffuHy imported withoui any 
*} licence J by virtue ^the Statute ^5 Geo. S« C. 15. /. 80*' 
. *' It is said that these circumstances camcoae a case in- 
*.' titled to. great indulgence, and I do not deny it. But if 
''there is a rule of law on the subject htncHng tkeoouit, I 
*' must fo]low where that rule leads me> though it leads, to 
** C0il$e!C|ueDces that I may privately regret, whoiJ look 
*' to the particular intention q£ the parties^''— «-^ThitiiiteB-« 
^' tion of the parties might be perfectly innocent^ but dia?e 
*^ is stiU the fact against them of dat actual coatraTentioa 
^ of the law, which no iimdcence cf inteation can do 
•* away." • 

** I n)ay feel greatly for the individuals, who, I havte rca« 
^5 son to presume, acted ignoraatly und^ advice that they 
^' thought safe ; but the court has no. power to depan fironv 
**^ the Uw which has been laid down> and I aa under the 
/* necessity of rejeciiingthe claims/' 

I come now to the last gnnind of de£^nca stated in th^ 
claim. ". 

IV. ** That the claimant cfttaitted a foreign clearance 
^^ from the American custom-house» A enable htm to gowitA 
^ hu stoops aMl anefior qjfSnug Cbv€^ mithouLtho 
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** &r ffead-hnds firming the caocy there to take in a cargo of 
*' plaister cSV^nsfroni British vessels/^ 

The f jreign Clearance here referred to is as follows. 

« UNITED STATES of AMER IC A.** 



*^ District and port of 7 



** PASSAMAQUODt)Y. 



State isf MAtsACHtfsBTrt. 




(Signed) 



" THESE are to ccrttff sH whom it 
'^ does concern^ that £6£:n£zei1 
^ LoclCi Master of the Sloop Fal- 
«^ iidUTH, btifthen Nittety-Bire^ 
•• Tons or thereabouts, mounting 
** no Guns, United States builti 
•* navigated with fotir men, and 
** hound far St. Andre^Sy having 
•* on board as follows, viz. BAL^ 
*« LAST & VESSEL^s STORES, 
** hath here entered and dearea 
^ his Said vtssel according to Law, 



^ Lcwfs Fred. Detfisofeft^ 



** Given tinder my hand and 
•* seal of office, this twenty-f 
** second day of October, in 
•* the y^ear <jf our Lord^ 
•* Ei^ileen hutidred and 
^* Five, and in Ae SOth of 
**flie Independence of th<f 
" United States of America.* 



The fi«t observAtiOrt that occurs upon the fece of this pre-' 
tended foreign clearance is, that the vessel h cleared out for 
St. Andr^ews, a British fort or place in the province of New- 
Bruitewick) into which k must hate been well known to this 
American collector, that this vessel could not be permitted to 
enter, and iot which he mtJst also have known, that he ou^t 
not upon any pretence to have cleared out an American 
vessel. 

Li the n09tt pkce it appears from the claimant's own ac- 
GOui}t of the transaction, that this clearance was not obtained 
to enable^ the stoop to go to Sahit Andrews, and that she was 
IVt bound for St. Andrews, but that it was obtained to enahU 
bim to ^0 with his sloop and anchor off Snug Cove^ ^without thepoinif ' 
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cr headlands forming the Covey there to take in a cargo of 
plzister of ¥^is from British vessels. 

Now, if this cargo was to be taken on board from British 
vessels lying within any port or place in the United States^ no 
such foreign clearance was necessary 5 and if it was to be 
taken on board from British vessels lying within -{h^ British 
territory^ the clearance was manifestly given, in open violation 
of the British navigation laws, and ofthe express provisions 
of the third article ofthe treaty of amity, commerce and ©a-r 
vigation, between the two nations.— In whichever light then 
this clearance is viewed, it n^usf be pronounced false or 
fraudulent. 1 

Again, this cargo could not have been taken on board this ' 
sloop within the United States, without havin? been regular-f 
Jy imported there, and if so imported in ^ British; vessel, 
such vessel must have been entered at the American custom- 
bouse, and have paid the tonnage duty and the light duty, im* 
posed by the laws ofthe United States upon alKforei^ ves^ 
pels, amounting together tp one dollar per ton 5 this clear-r 
ance^ then was evidently intended to prevent the payment of 
^hese duties by taking the cargo on board within the British 
territory, and was therefore doubly fraudulent on the one 
hand by depriving the United States of these duties, and on 
the other by procuring an open and intended violation and' 
infringement of the 0ritish laws and the treaties subsisting 
between his majesty and the United States. 

Again, this clearance was obtained for the express purpose 
of enabling this vessel to take on board the cargo in question, 

This clearance was obtained for ^he express purpose of en-r 
^bling this vessel to take on board the c^rgo in questioUi 
within the British territory^ 

The cargo, by the claimant's express averment, was tak^n 
t^n board in consequence and by virtue of thisi clearance* 

The cargo ihpn, by the claimant's ovfn shewing, was know*-' 
ingly laden on board the sloop, within the ^ritph territory \ 
and being so laden is liable to forfeiti^re and f:ondemn^tioA in 
this court. 

It is perhaps difficult to conceive ^ n^ore bare-faced at-t 
tpmpt to violate thie existing lav^ of both nations, or a more 
bare- faced avowal of so flagrant an intention than is exhibits; 
cd on the part of the claimant in the present causf)* 

And ^e principal ground of justification seem$ to be that 
u $tich a practice has been ^^ for a long time sanctioned by the 

^ f f gugtoniThous^ 9^cers of botl^ mjUo^s ;*' if thU be the f 33^ : 
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It is high time to put a stop to a practice so dishonourable to" 
both countries, so extensively injurious to his majesty's inte- 
rests and the commerce and navigation of GreatrBritain. 

The consequences of supporting the claim in the presenj 
cause would be truly alarming ; this would b^ in effect to 
exercise an act of the highest dominion and sovereignty^ 
by makingthe ports on the British and American side of these 
waters to he free ports reciprocally, and to aiuuhi]ate In these 
waters the provisions of the laws of trade and navigation of 
both nations. 

If this sloop could lawfully take in the present cargo fron^ 
British vessels, at the place where it was laden on board, it 
must have been equally lawful for these British vessels to re- 
ceive from the sloop in the same place a cargo of East^Indi^ 
or any other goods prohibited to be imported either fron^ 
the United States, or in foreign vessels, into this province- 

Again, if the conduct of the claimant in this instance caii 
be justified, it must be equally lawful for a British vessel to 
lie at anchor off Moose-Island or Dudley-Island, at any plac^ 
pn the American side of the middle of these waters, and there 
discharge her cargo, of whatever articles it may consist, into 
American vessels, without entering at the American custom- - 
house, or paying the tonnage* light or any other duty, or 
being subject to any penalty of the laws of the United States, 
on any account whatever. 

Indeed there is no end to the absurd consequences that 
would necessarily result from an establishment of the defence 
set up by the claimant, and it must be evident th^t the 
only rule that can be laid down consistently with the laws of, 
and the treaties between, the two nations, is, that there can 
be no trade lawfully carried on in these waters between the 
vessels of his majesty's subjects 2^nd of the subjects of the 
United States, which it would not be lawful for the former 
to carry on in the ports and harbours of the United States*, 
and for the latter, in the ports and harbours of his majesty's 
dominions. 

This would leave the right of. navigation free, and the 
waters entirely open to both parties, for every lawful pur- 
pose ; it would not interrupt any communication between 
the vessels of the same nation in any part of these waters, and 
would effectually prevent the violation of the laws of either ;' 
jconsequently, in whatever part of these waters either a British 
or American vessel should be found, the one directly or ih-» 
(Jirectly transgressing the laws of the nation of the other| it 
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inust be lawful for tlie proper officer of the nation wbotelawi 
are transgressed to lee those laws enforced by such seizure^ 
and prosecutions as are directed for that purpose. 

Even the above rule is laid down, under th^ supposition, fof 
fhe sake of the argument, that Moose-Island, Pudley-Island| 
andFrederick Island, belong to the United States, c»nsider^ 
ixig their possession as equivalent: to a title in \bfi present, dist 
fussion. 

Well might his Grace the Duk^ of Portland predict that 
although the doubt started on the part of the United Statei 
*' primarily went only to a |^esufned right of water-way or 
^* navigatiop to their moiety of the St. Croix, yet that it wai 
** ultimately intended to deduce therefrom as a further conse- 
^^ quence, a right to the Islands in Passamaquoddy-Bayt 
^* lying on the American side of such water-way or naviga- 
^^ tipn," among which I4and3| Campo-Bello^ as we have seen| 
was included. 

This prediction we now see amply verified, in the course 
pf six years from the date of his letter, and if such claims are 
^ ^bmitted toj the tacit acquiescence of Great-Britain in these 
;»ssumptions will soon come to be looked upon as an absolute 
acknowledgment of the title^ and we know not wh^t &rther 
pretensions may be advanced ^d persisted in^ in the same 
tnanner. 

Although, if the foregoing reasoning be corr^t, it i$ total- 
ly iminaterial in what particidar part of the waters in question 
liie sloop now under prosecution was lying, at the t;me he^ 
fargo was laden on board, whether on the British or Ameris 
can side of the supposed line ^eed upon by the custom- 
lious^ officers of the two nations, X wul aeverthelesii pro* 
ceed to examine the evidence upon this point i| premisinj^ 
• that the testimony taken on the part of the prosecution-hasj 
been principally with a view to shew the importance of the 
fmde thus (as we contend) illegally carried on, and the extent 
pf the mischiefs and inconveniences resulting to the British 
trade and commerce, from the practices avowed an4 justified 
ffi the claim now before the court* 

So alarming indeed have been the effects of these injiurlou^ 
practices, that they have claimed the serious attention of the 
house of assembly pf the province, >irho, in their s^on in 
fefaruar^ lt(0:$,|>a8s^d the following resolution :r— 

** Resol^ved) tnat^an humble address be presented to hi^ 
|f fg^cellf ncy the li^ut^ant-goyeroori r^qu^ing that he yfi^ 
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4* be pleased to state to his ooajesty's xniiusti^rs the nediaiisity of 
^' an a^t of the British parliament^ compeQing masters of ves^ 
*' sels lading plaister of Paris or Grind-stones at the mines 
^* of N^va^faiia, New-Srunswickj and in the Gtdph ef Si. 
^^ Lflwreme^ to give bond to the officers of his majesty *s cu9« 
'' toms in the different ports where the same shall be ladea 
^' on bbard» X¥>t to land or ludoad the same in any port or 
*^ hju-bour in. the American Staffs to the northward and east- 
** ward oi Ppiland^ in the state of Massachusetts, or in any 
*' British port, but for thi^ purpose of being re-shipped on 
*^ board JBritish vessf^ls) wl^o sh4l give bond as befbre-men- 
'^ tioned, not to land the same in any port or harboqr'of the 
*^ United States of Axnericat to the northward and eastward 
<< of Portland^ in the State of Massachusetts." 

In a^iswer to which address, hi^ e:(cellency. was plffisedto 
^y, ^' that representations wouid be o^ad? ^ his' mirjesty's 
** ministers accordingly/' . ' 

[The testimony in the cau^e was very voluminotts, >iid prin« 
cipally traded to shew on the part of the-claimgat azi 
dgreetnent made about six y^ars ago betweeu Mr* Pumiy . 
the acting Brit^h cuslomrhouse officer at ^t* Andrews, 
)uid Mr. DelesdernieFji the Ai^^erican cyston>bou3e offi^ 
cer at Passamaquoddy, that British and Am^ican vessels 
lying in any part ^ the wutars outside f/* the points or 
heacUunds whichj^rm the hftrbours either oa the British 
or American shores, that is, of Dudlty and Moose Islands 
on the jimerican side, aod of OimpQ-^JBeUQ Island on 
ibi^ ^British side, should be consider^ as lying in waters . 
wholly neutralyfree or CQrp>m&n for both nations, and 
ixiight ladi: or tmlade th4ir cargoes wklwut interruption 
or secure by the i^cers (^ either government i whicl^ 
agreement was fully proved by the eastern-house officers ^ 
CH^ both sid^Sf and the p»'actice agreeably to such agree-r 
ment was aUo proved byi them and many other wit- 
tosses, 
prpon the cross e^&aminatipB of the claimant's witnesses, it apr 
peared that it was a pommon practice-till v^thin the last 
tw»o or three years for American vessels to take their car- 
oes on bc^rd fpom the shores and wharfs of Campo^ 
'i^lo Island, but that such practice w*s not known or asr 
s^ted to by the Briti^ eustpm*house oilers; that thi^ 
pactice Fas interrupted a»d put a. stop to by tkie fre- 
gijfa^ ^its Qf tb? Vvm «¥<*9r w^8» lixe direction of 
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Mr. Leonard, the prosecutor in the cause, ft appeared 
larther in evidence that for several years past it has been 
and still Is customary to permit the loading of Americap 

*' vessels, lying close off any of the coves Or harbours on th(e 
British side, by taking In their cargoes with boats, gon- 
dolas and small craft from the wharfs and shores on 
Campo^Bello Island, provided only thai: such American 
vessels do not lie within a line drawn across the points 
ibrming such coves or harbours. To this point one of 
. the claimant's witnesses deposed, '* that he had seen, as 
•* he supposed, nezr an hundred vessels of the United 
*' Sates taking in plaister from British vessels in Snug 
^* Covei three, four, and five years ago ; but that sucn 
/' practice has not been so frequent of late, >Srjftar of the 
^ Union cutter p Four or five others of tne claimsmt's 
^* witnesses also testified *'thdt this practice wasdiscon- 
^^ tinned by reason of the Union cutter coming often in 
*' the way."' 

With regard to th^ sloop Falmouth, it appeared in evidencet 
that the said sloop upon her arrival firom her last voyage 
fronii Portland in the State of Massachusetts, anchoredat 
the place wh^e her cargo was taken on board, off' Snug 
Cnv,but on the outside of a line drawn across the mouth of 
the cove from one to the other of the points or head-r 
lands forming the said cove ; and that she was mucli near^ 
er to Campo*Bello Island than to Dudley-Island. The 
American custom-house officer, one of the claimant's 
witnesses, who was on board her, upon his cross-exami- 
nation says, that she was lying " nvithout a line drawn 
iicfoss Snug Cove, and in the neutral waters described in 
the agreement,*^ It also appeared that the sloop never 
altered her situation in any respect, por took up her 
anchors from the time of her first arrival there till she 
was taken possessi(m of by the cutter ; that upon such 
her arrival she entered at the American custom-house 
in that neighbourhood, and took out the foreign clear- 
ance, before recited, for St. Andrews; that the two 
British vessels from which the cargo of the sloop was 
laden on board, arrived from the province of Nova- 
' 3cotia, and came to anchor in the same waters hear to 
the place, where the said sloop came to an anchor j that 
these British vessels entered at the British custom-house 
kept at Campo-Bella} and that the sloop and British 
V|$s^ls being along-side of ea^h otih^r in these wat^s^ th$ 



•• • 



« ( 48 ) 

4oop received the cargo in question from th^e British 
vessels $ that the sloop was taken possession of hj Mr. 
Charles £. Leonard, commanding the Union cutter, 'aSf 
a deputy to Mr. Leonard the prosecutor, in his office of 
superintendent of tr^de and fisheries, and brought to the 
harbour of St. John, where she was formally seized by 
the prosecutor, and libelled in this court. 

It also appear^ that this was the usual mode of carrying on 
the trade, and was strictly in conformity with the agree- 
ipent pf th^ custom-house ofEcers before-mentioBed $ 
and that the British and American vessels under this 
agr^empnt were permitted to interchange their caiigoes 
in these waters in the manner before mentioned, without 
molestation or seizure by the custoifi-house officers of 
either government. 

The distance between DuMey Island and the nearest head- 
land of CampchBello Island appeared by a map admitted 
in evidence by'both parties as correct, to be upwards of 
three quarters of a mile, and between Moose-Island and 
Campo-Bello Island nearly two miles. 

With regard to the foreign clearance, Mr. Delesdernier, one 
of the claimant's witnesses, testified as follows, ^^ that 
^' the claimant applied for and obtained 2i foreign ckar^ 
'** ance for the sloop yJr St. Andrews^ ii) ballast and stores. 
** —That it was not intended nor necessary to proceed 
^' to S/. Andrews in consequence of such clearance, it be* 
^* ing customary to grant such clearances to American 
5* vessels taking plaister, to entitle them to a re^enttf in the 
^^ ports of the United States f'^Th^t by such clearance the 
*^ American vessel is enabled to receive plaister from a 
** Pritish vessel without obliging such British vessel to enter 
** at the Atfierican custom-house.' — ^That all British vessels 
^' entering at the American custpm-house are subject to 
*' a duty of p^e dollar per ton* — That the American ves- 
** sels after obtaining these foreign clearances, without 
*,* any removal or altering th^ir sitiiations iq anyrespectjj 
** proceed to take their cargoes oq board from British 
*^ vessels, and thence propeed to any part of the United 
^^ States.*' 

Fjron^ the testimony of the British custom-house officer!; it 
appeared, " that the British vessels in which the plaister 
*« of Paris is imported from the upper parts of the Bay 
ff of Fundy, into that part of .the British territoq^ bprt 
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^fdcring upon th« United States, regularly enter' and 
t .*• clear ak the British custom-house." * 

yViif^ regard to the western passage into Passamaquoddy 
Bay, so frequently alluded to, John Mills, a witness 
produced on the part of the prosecutor, deposed, •* that 
f* he is a branch pilot for the port of St. John and 
^ ** in the Bay of Fundy, and has been so employed nearly 

•* since the first erection of this province of New Bruns- 
•* wick, and that he !§ well acquainted with the western 

* *•. passage into;Passamaquoddy Bay, otherwise called St, 
•* Andrew's Bajr, by West Quaddy Head, so called, and 
** that the said western passage is the passage generally, 
•* and almost in all instances, made use of by American 
•• vessels trading and navigating to and from Moose 
'• Island, the river Crobscook and the river Scoodiac— 

,• . ' •• that th* said western passage is mucli more convenient 

4, ''than the eastern passage ror Am^ican vessels trading 

•* and navigating to and from the places above mentioned, 

m ^ because the said western passage is a much shorter 

^' route to the said places than the eastern passage, an4 

* y ** also because the American cnstom-house is situated on 

*^ the said passage nearly about the centre of the narrow 

* ' ** part of it, and the said custom house is very difficult 

•• of access to afi vessels coming through the e^terti 

•* passage aforesaid, and it is the opinion of this depo- 

•* nent, that the said American custom-house is thus 

;; •* situated as aforesaid forth^ convenience of the Ame- 

*^ ••rican vessds coming through the western passage 

• aforesaid, and that he has very seldom known such 

' ** American vessels to make use of any other than the 

, ** western passage aforesaid — that it sometimes happens 

^ • when such vessels are boqnd into the places above 

** mentioned, and have the wind from the Northwestj^ 

** that they will come through the eastern passage afore-'. 

♦ *• said, as such northwest wind is direcdy a«rheadfor 
" them in coming through the said western passage. 
•* That there are shoal grounds consist;ingof muscle banks 
*' extending neariy across the said western passage, 

• .'- ^ .f but that such shosi grounds do notteip^e tilxcTna- 

**'vigation of vessels in the said passage when the ifide 

" is in'j thaf he the deponent, as a branch pilot as afore- 

j,* ^ ** said, once ^lot^ a ship of about three hundred tons 

K ^«rthen| and dra^w*n| as iisku<;h as ^fte^o f^et of wa* 
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^« Island afore^d ^d Spru€§[ls 

^ Bayof Fundy.'' , ^ ' , . ^ ^ ^. 

This passage or chamii^l last %\>ote destribed by Mr. MiU% 

k the sanie n^kh he call^ilie veastilni passage ia bis de« 
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•^j^itioil up6n the direct iaterrogatorlesi and is th!^sa^I^ 
« that is described by Judge Benson> and recited ^ thtf 

^ * former part of this argument* 

The whole of the testimony in the cause was discussed very 

• . much at larg^i when the argunient was concluded with 

the following animadversions upon the foreign clearance 

and the observations subsequent thereto. 

The minutes of that part of this argument, which precedes 

• the introduction of the testimonyi were made before I had 

looked into any part of the testimcmyj and so extravagant at 

that time appeared tp me such a right as now appears td have 

lieeii in the contemplation of the claimant, that barely shew-> 

' W% it to be a necessary consequence of the doctrine which I thefn 

.SDjpposed would be the utnv}st that would be contended for 

\ in the claimant's defence, was in my mind an irresistible 

proof of the absurdity of that doctrine ; bdt to my surprise, 
Jl now find, that the claimant's defence rests in the broad 
assertion of that right as JegaJ/y vested in him^ not only by usage 
and custom, but even independently of such usaee. 

' ^ , . This makes it necess^ for me to inquire rarther into the 

legality of the right thus claimed, and to show the absurdities 
necessarily resulting from such claim* 

Mr. Delesdemier testifies, " that with a view to the ease 

\ ** and accommodation of persons concerned in navigation^ hk 

*• about six vears ago entered into a tacit agreement, with the 
^ officers ot the British customs at Passamaquoddy, for a 
** neutral line, or rather limits ^ between which vessels of both 
*• nations might s^ely lie at anchor and receive or disehargi 
•* their cargoes^ which lines or limits were understood to lie 
« between the head-lands oi Campo^BelU on the one side^ and 
** the head-lands. of Dudley and Moose Islands on the other 
•* side." He, afterwards says, ** that in consequence of these 

\ •* arrangements^ he has considered that such British vessels 

^ *' are in neutral waters, and not subject to tonnage or oihtt 

** duty." So that, had it not been for this tacit agreement, 
these British vessels would have been subject to the tonnage 
and light duty, amounting together, as he testifies, to one 
^lar per ton* This is certainly a very extraordinary pow- 
. . r,jpt^ he assumed by a custom-house officer,, to dispense with 

» . . ' the laws of his country. 

[ ■ g^ It seems that the tacit agreement, arrangement, or ac* 

I commodation treaty, which Mr. Delesdernier here speaks oi^ 

^ , in c^nsequetice if which y he was no longer to consid^ Britisli 
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ves^eU in tKese neutnJ waters, as being subject to the Anieti^ 
can duty of one dollar per ton, could not be carried into effect 
^thout the contrivance oi^ the foreign clearance, by which ^ 
the British vessel was to be discharged from the payment of 
this duty. 

The British vessel, if considered as being in American wa- 
ters, must enter at the American custom-house, and pay the 
<kity, otherwise such vessel could not be permitted to dis* 
charge her cargo into an American vessel in these waters* 

If considered as being in British waters, such vessel could 
not be permitted by the British custom-house to discharge 
her cargo into an American vessel at alL 

To get over this difficulty, the American vessel arriving 
In these waters, is, in the first instance, considered by the 
American custom-house as being in waters wholly American^ 
and is accordingly required to enter at the American custom- 
house, in the same manner as the British vessel arriving in 
the same waters is in the first instance considered by the 
British custom-house as being in waters wholly British, and 
accordingly required to enter at the British custom-^hbuse. 

The next step is for the American vessel without discharg- 
ing any part of her cargo, /if she happen to have a cargo on 
board to give in exchange tor the British plaister) and with- 
out any alteration in her situation, after luving entered from 
her last voyage at the American custom-house^ to apply for 
and obtain as a matter of course from the same custom-house 
a foreign clearanceyar St. Andrews^ for the same vessel. 

The American vessel and the British vessel, which under 
this accommodation treaty are respectively to lade, unlade, and. 
exchange their cargoes in these waters, which at this period 
of the proce^ are instantaneously neutralized^ are at length 
brought into contact with each other. 

The operation of the foreign clearance is now wonderful, 
without any removal or alteration of the situation of either 
of the vessels in any respect, from the time of their first ar* 
rival in these waters and entry at the custom-houses of their 
respective nations ; on a sudden, these waters to the Ameri- 
can ve3sel become foreign and British ; this vessel is under 
clearance for St. Andrews, but not bound or intended for St. An^ 
drenvsj which is confessedly on all hands a British port in the 
province.of New Brunswick $ but she cannot re-^nter at any 
port in the United States, without evidence that the cargo 
' of plaister, being an article of foreign growth, which she is 



X 



i <« ) 



to hkke on boatd from the British vessel, ursks jK^tuIIy li^ 
on board in a fori^ign port, as it would be otherwise liable to i 
s^ure for non-payment of the tonnage and light dutyc 
This foreign cliaraHce then^ to the American vessel, transforms 
these waters from American or neutral, to British, while the 
same waters to the British vessel I'emain neutraly and farther 
becomes legal and satisfactory evidence at any poit of the 
United Sutes, to which the American vessel carries the plais^ 
ter, that it was actually taken on board at &t* Andrews in the 
British province of New Brunswick, and in the last stage of 
its potent infkience, intitles this American vessel to a re^ 
cntiy in such port. 

Farther, this fbreign clearance thus made complete and 
legal evidence in any port in the United States to which the 
cargo shall be carried, that such catgo was actually laden 
on board the sloop in a British province^ is applied for and 
obtained by the claimant for the avowed purpose of depriv* 
• ing the America^;! revenile of the tonnage arid lighf^duty. 

.Most righteously then shall the same clearance be coq^ 
sidered in this court as complete and legal evidence of the 
samefacty for the purpose of preventing a violation of th^ 
British laws with impunity* 

This consideration destroys every idea of hardship, and 
all petensions to indulgence on the part of the claimant in 
the present cause, for a more gross abuse of public docu«* 
mentft cannot well be conceived than is exhibited in the in* 
stance of this foreign cle^nnce. 

It may not be improper here to remark the absurdity of 
the application of the epithet neutral to these or any other 
waters in a similar situation ; so far from being neutral, or 
belonging to neither power, by the claimant's ovm shewing 
they must b^ considered for the acomplishment of his pur- 
poses as wholly and altogether Britishs But although what 
2s contended tor on the part of the claimant would not ren- 
der these waters neutral^ it would never&eless operate to the 
extent of making them to bt free ports in the territories of 
both nations, in which the operation of ail the laws of i)Oth' 
cwatries would be completely annihilated; which is a state 
tlm ht has hith^to required the act of the supreme legisla*^ 
i^ure o^a nation to create w4thin its dominions. 

Before I quit this pan of the ailment, I must again brinj 
to the recollection of thecourt, that my whole reasoning upon 
thft testimony In the cm^ has- been precKeated upon a s«|k 
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position^ fbi* the sake of the argument, that the p^isesmn ai 
Moosef Dudley, and Frederick Islands, the three islands in 
question, by the subjects of the United States, is equivalent 
to a titU in the present discussion. 

But whei^i it is taken into consideration that these islands 
do fright belong to Great Britain in fiill property, and that 
the possession ofthem has been wrongfully taken and with- 
held by the subjects of the United States, the argument be- 
comes infinitely stronger respecting the waters in question ; 
for it would be an eztrlvagent position, that a wrongful pos- 
session de facto of these islands should give a constructive po»* 
session deiure to the whole or to any part of these waters. 

It remains now in some way to account for the ap*eement 
made by the ci|stom-house officers of the two governments^ 
and the foreign clearance, which have been disclosed in the 
testimony in this cause; in doing which^ we must retrace thfe 
flaister trade to its origin, and consider its magnitude and 
importance at the present day. 

It is weU known that the mines or qusnies of plaister of 
Paris in the uppper parts of the Bay of Fundy within the 
British provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick are 
inexhaustible. 

It is equally well known that it is now becoime almost an iii^ 
dispensable article in agriculture in all the United States to the 
westward and southward of Connecticut ; barren and ex- 
hausted soils by the aid of this plaister, as a manure, become 
fertile and productive, and are so permanently improved fay 
it, that many of the land-holders diere have been known to 
say, that rather than.be without it, they would give for It 
twenty dollars, and some go so far as to say, 6&j dollars pet 
ton. 

From the first settlement of this province the British 
vessels here have been employed in carrying this article 
to pai^ of the United States, where it has been in so 
great demand: for several years it commanded a veiy con» 
siderable price ; ten or twelve years ago, it brou^t from 
ten to twelve dollars per ton in New-Tork and PhiladeU 
phia.; and i£ British subjects in British vessels were, as they 
ought to be, t/ie sde carriers of 'it to the places of its con^^ 
sumption, it would, without doubt, i»*ove a sourt^ of wealth 
to those provinces, of encouragement to their settlement, 
and to their coimmercial and maritime concerns, and conse* 
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'"seqtienclf become important to the interests of the British 

'empire* 

.It is ascei^ained that in- the year 179I9 the phdster 

trade had not commenced at Passamaquoddj ; even so 

lately as in the year 1794, only about 100 tons of this ar- 

.tide were- imported from the upper parts of the Bay of 

•Fundy to Campo-Bello; in the year 1795 about 250 tons: 

•from that time to this it has been gradually increasing, and 

the average is now, from the best information that can be 

had upoif the subject, very little^ if at all^ Aort of 14,000 

•tons per annum. 

.It appears from the testimony of the clerk of .the Britidi 

custom-house at Fassamaquoddy,; ** that during the present 

.** year there have been imported into Fassamaquoddy from 

.".Nova-Scotia, about 10,000 tons in fifty vessels bycom- 

'" putation from the custom-house books in his possession,^' 

.'and We know that there was a considerable suspension of this 

trade in the course of the summer, occasioned by ai fear of 

impressment from his majesty's sloop of war, the Busy, 

wluch was for some time stationary there. 

. Erom a correct account kept in the year 1802, it appears 
that from the 20th of March, to the 20th of December in 
-that year, there were 13,155 tons thus imported, and that 
'there wa*e several other vessels so importing it in that year not 
•included in that account ; from whence there is gdod reason 
•to believe that t^e annual average doe3 not fell much short 
of .14,000 tons. 

A respectable witness on the part of the claimant, states, 
f' that he thinks the great demand has been ihe cause why 
^ the plaister is not now landed at Campo-Bello, as the 
** British vessels have now the opportunity of loading 
** the American vessels in the stream;" so that it appears 
^m^all hands that this is a ^f^ery increasing trade. 

We know that many British vessels from this port' of 
St. Jphn are constantly emplpyed in carrying great quart- 
tkies of plaister .to the jilaces of its consumption in tlie 
United Sutes, probably not less annually, at a very mo- 
derate computation,* than 10,000 tons i but the owners of 
these vessels complain, that unless the traffic in this article 
so extensively carried on in the manner above described at 
Fassamaquoddy is put a stop to, they must dispose of their 
vessels (md qui the trader and the reasons are, that the 
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American vessels are lia^gated at so much less expence ihM 
ihe British ; that the small British coasting vessels employed 
in carrying the plaister to Passamaquoddy are suffered in 
the manner that has been stated hf Mr. Delesdernier, to 
discharge their cargoes into American vessels, without pay- 
ing the tonnage and light duty, which all the British vessels 
carrying the plaister to anj/ otlier pari of the United States 
are subject to, amounting to one dollar per ton ; and lastly^ 
that the American vessels are suffered in the same place in 
the waters' in question, to lade their cargoes on board from, 
British vessels, giving contraband articles in exchange^ in 
open violiation of the navigation act and the other British 
laws of trade. 

If this practice be authorised by the government of the 
United States, and the foreign clearance in question be dic- 
tated by that government, it is only to be accounted for upon 
one principle, namely, that of procuring a foreign article of 
indispensable use in that country at a reduced price, and se-* 
curing to its subjects the carrying trade in this instance, ob- 
jects in comparison with which the tonnage and light duty 
are a trifling sacrifice. 

Before the plaister trade in question commenced at Pas-* 
samaquoddy, when its utility was not generally known in 
the United States, and the demand for it was comparatively^ 
small, this article was sold by the British vessels carrying it 
to New- York and Philadelphia, from 10 to 12 dollars per 
ton J it is now sold from G^ to 74 dollars per ton m those 
places, which makes a difference in the price of the article 
of 4 dollars per ton at the American market, besides yield- 
ing to American vessels the cartage of two^fhirds ol the 
quantity consumed. 

If we suppose then 25,000 tons of this article in the whole 
to be annually imported into the United States, directly of 
indirectly from these provinces, which is a very moderate 
estimate J and probably much less than the quantity really so 
imported, there is a loss of 100,000 dollars per annum in 
the price of the article, exclusively of the other considera- 
tions above alluded to. 

There is no doubt entertained by those who are mdst 
conversant and best acquainted with the subject, that instead 
of 25,000, the quantity of plaister annually imported into 
the United -Sfates from the British provinces, is very httU 
if at all short of SO^OOO tons^ and that his majesty^s subjects 
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in these provinces suflTer a direct loss, in the price of the 
article only, of 200,000 dollars annually by this illicit traffic. 

One circumstance within the knowledge of every one con- 
vers^t in this trade, is, that if it happen in the sjpring of the 
year that there b no plaister at Campo-Bellp in readiness 
for the American vessels, it immediately commands an extra 
price of three dollars per ton by the British vessels first car- 
rying it to New- York and Philadelphia at such seasons ; and 
even in the short interruption of this trade during the last 
summer, occasioned by his majesty's sloop of war, the Busy, 
being at Passamaquoddy, whicA deterred the British coasters 
Jroni carrying the plaister during that time^ from the fear 
of having their hands impressed; the British vessels carry- 
ing it to the States at once obtained an advance of one dol- 
lar per ton in the price ; from which we. may fairly conclude, 
if a stop were altosether put to this illegal trade, and the 
carriage of this article confined, as it ought to be, to British 
vessels, that not only a standing advance would be obtained 
in the price, of from 4 to 5 dollars per ton, but that a con- 
siderable proportion of it would be paidyor in cash^ and 
thereby the continual drain of specie from the province pre- 
vented, the inconveniences of which have of late been so 
sensibly felt. 

But these are by no means the greatest inconveniences 
resulting from this trade; by the mode of carrying it on, if 
it be legal, as contended for by the claimant, a door is open* 
ed for the admission into these provinces, through this 
channel, of foreign brandieSy spirits j teaj^ and every other 
article of prohibited commercey to the ruin of the fair Bri- 
tish merchant and trader. ' ^ 

How easy is it, I speak ,not without foundation on the 
subject, for any one concerned in this trade residing upon 
the island of Campo-Bello, or in any ndghbouring part of 
the British territory, having once purchased a few chests of 
tea, and a few casks of spirits, that have been legally 
imported into these. provinces with their appropriate markr 
upon them, to have them filled and replenished with the 
same commodities from these American vessels for years to- 
gether, without a possibility of detection ? 

How many other ways are there of distributing these 
and other prohibited articles to all the inhabitants of these 
provinces upon the Bay of Fundy, the legality of such an 
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interchange of cargoes between British and American vessels^ 
as is now insisted upon being once admitted ? 

The plaister trade may be said to be yet in its infamy ^ 
and the demand for it daUy increasing. This article seems 
to be, among others, one of those bounteous gifts of Heaven 
fo this country, calculated to encourage its settlement, pro- 
mote its interests, and increase its consequence, if the ad- 
vantages to be derived from it are duly attended to and 
secural. — The existing laws, I humbly conceive, are suf- 
ficient for the purpose, j/* jt^rop^^ enforced; but should I 
be mistaken in this, I hope that the discussion of this cause 
will give rise to other reflations from competent autho- 
rity, which will enable us fully to avail ourselves of a source 
of prosperity, which promises ere long to be. incalculable in 
it$ extent and beneficial consequences. 

I mean not however to urge these as considerations to tbo 
court in pronouncing its decree in this cause, if the law 
be not with me ; — ^but if I am warranted in the principles 
I have endeavoured to establish^ and the deductions I have 
drawn fi*om those principles, it is just and fair to enforce 
my argument, by stating the mischiefs and inconveniences 
that would result from the establishment of the claim now 
before the court. 

Well might this trade be thought an object of sufficient 
magnitude to merit the attention of the general assembly of 
the province ; the same view of the subject and the same 
reasons which I here humbly submit to the consideration of 
the court, induced them to apply for the most effectual 
means of annihilating this trade by an act of parliament, 
to prevent the landing of plaister of Paris exported from 
these provinces, in any part of the United States, to the 
9iorthward and eastward of Portland^ in the state of Massar 
chusetts, though it is much to be doubted whether any 
place to be named for this purpose to the ngrthward and 
eastward of Connecticut river would prove an effectual 
remedy for the evils complained of, 

I come now to the point of the cause from which I set out^ 
namely, th^ charge in the libel, that the cargo of the sloop 
Falmouth, now under prosecution, was laden on board the 
said sloop in the county of Charlotte^ in the province of New- 
Brunswick, and withm the jurisdiction of this honourable 
court on the 22d of October last, the same sloop being a 
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foreign built vessel, not owned by his majest/s subjects nor 
iiavigated according to law. 

That the sloop is not British, but foreign built, and own- 
ed and navigated by foreigners, is admitted oh all hands. 

The only remaining question then is, whether this cargo 
was laden on board the sloop within this province. 

I might possibly be justified in insisting that the claimant 
can no longer be permitted to controvert this fact, having 
submitted to* the jurisdiction of the court; and that he 
should have availed himself of this ground of defence by a 
plea in abatement to its jurisdiction ; for this court can have 
no jurisdiction of this cause unless the offence, charged has 
been committed within the limits of this province ; but 
waving this, I will briefly recapitulate the evidence there i^ 
in the cause of this fact. — It has then been shewn, 

1 . That all the islands between which the waters flow, in 
which the sloop was laden, belong to Great-Britain, as a part 
of the ancient province of Nova-Scotia, and as such expressly 

'reserved by the treaty of 1783. 

2. That the king's charter, erecting and establishing the 
pomnty of Charlotte, and the act of the general assembly of 
the province for dividing this county into towns and pa-* 
rishes, have confirmed this fact by expressly including all 
these islands within this county, and within the parish of 
'West Isles in the same county. 

3. That if the right to these islands can be in any manner 
affected by the declaration of the commissioners under the 
^th article of the treaty of amity, commerce and navig^tioui 
respecting the mouth of the river St. Croix (which I hav^ 
endeavoured to shew it cannot be), this declaration confimui 
and establishes this right in Great-Britain. 

4. That not only all these islands belong to Great-Britaiui 
but that of necessary consequence the waters in question 
flowing between them also belong to Great-Britain. 

5. The admitting, for the sake of argument, th^ posses^ 
sion which has been taken by the subjects of the United 
States of three of these islands, to .wit. Moose Island, Dud- > 
ley Island, Frederick Island, to be equivalent to a title tq 
these islands in the United States, nevertheless, by the esta- 
blished principles of the law of nations, even in th^t cas^ 
they can claim no right to any part of these waters be- 
yond the middle line between Dudley Isla^nd J^id Moos^ 
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Xskndt in their possession on the one side^ anfl CaipipO'- 
Sello Island in the possession of Great<»Britain> on the, 
other. 

6. That even this claim by the same principles can ex- 
tend to a right of water-way or navigation only, and not. to, 
a right of carrying on trade with British subjects and their, 
vessels in those waters. 

7. That admitting even that the United States have at 
right to trade in this manner as well as to navigate on their 
side of such middle line, it is proved by all the .testimony 
in the cause^ that the sloop in question was clearly on the 
British side of such middle line, and therefore without the 
protection of the law. 

Presuming then that the court will be of opinion; that the 
cargo of the sloop Falmouth was laden on boaitd, within the 
limits of this province. 

No doubt can remain, that this is an offence not only 
against the laws upon which the prosecution is more immcr 
diately founded, but against various other British acts of 
trade, and against the express provisions of the third article 
of the treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, between- 
Great Briton and the United States. 

To make a question whether this, court will on the one 
hand consider itself as bound by these laws, or on the other 
by its decree sanction and legalize the custom and agree- 
ment relied upon by the claimant, and indeed his oijily 
ground of defence, by which not only these laws, but, the 
laws of the United States are set at defiance, would be an 
insult which decency forbids me to offer. 

' \The counsel for the Claimant hanging been fully heard^ 
a}td the cause closed on the part of the prosecution^ his wor^ 
ship William Botsford, esq. judge cf the court, pro* 
nounced his decree as follows.]. 

This is the case of the sloop Falmouth, an American jujg. 
and foreign vessel, owned and navigated by citizens of the ment. 
United States of America, seized by George Leonard, 
esq. superintendant of trade and fisheries in North-Ame- 
rica, and a preventive officer in the service of his majesty's 
customs, for taking in a load of plaister of Paris at Snug- 
Cove, in the county of Charlotte and province of New Bruns- 
wick, contrary to the provisions and meaning of the statute 
of 7 & 8 W. 3. c 22. and by him libelled in this court. 
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^ /ckim lias been put in by Ebekezer Lock, the late 
fnaster, in behalf of himself and others, protesting against 
the right of Mr. Leonard to make the seizure, and alledg-^ 
ing that the said vessel was laden^ either within the territo- 
ries of the United States, or in waters held neutral between 
Great-Britain and the United States. 

The objection to Mr. L^onai^d's right to make the seizure 
having been over-ruled by the court, the merits of the caus^ 
have been very elabpr^tely and ably discussed both on the 
part of the libellant and claimant. 

It now devolves on me to give my opinion ; in doing 
which, I cannot but acknowledge, that I feel a painful so- 
licitude. Thi3 is ^ cause that has ^isen from the conter^ 
minous situation of the waters that divide this province from 
the United States, and involves a territorial claim, of course 
important; a csmse of some expectation, and in its conse^ 
quences highly interesting. Whatever may. be the peculiar 
hardships that will attend the decision of the cau^, hov^ 
ever innocent may have been the intentions of the claimantf 
they cannot have any influence with the cqurt ; for to in^ 
clinations and feelings the court has no power to give way. 
If I err in my opinion, I have the consolation, that my in* 
tentions are just'; anti that the sentence of this court is not 
£nal, as an appeal lies to another tribunal, where the error 
can and will be rectified.' 

It is admitted that the sloop is an American Vessel, owned 
and navigated by citizens of the United States 5 of course a 
foreign vessel, owned and navigated by foreigners. The 
question then arises, can such foreign vessel enter any of 
the pbi^s or harbours of this province, being one of his ma*- 
jcsty's British North American colonies, and carry on com- 
merce in the same ? It is acknowledged that ^very nation 
has a right to make whatever commercial regulations it may 
think proper, and in the exercise of this right Great-Britain 
has thought fit to assume to herself the monopoly of the 
trade of her colonies j for this express purpose several stars 
tutes have been passed, in which the legislature seems to 
have had this object constantly in view. By the statute of 
12 Car. 2. c. 18. otherwise called the navigation act, the 
palladium of Britisl^ commerce, which, to use the words <^ 
jidam Smith ih his inquiry into the cause, of the wealth of 
nations, ** is perhaps the wisest of all the commercial regu- 
f* lations of England/' all ships, of which the ownerstma»» 






'f 



( it y 

ters9 and three-fourths of the mariners are not British sub* 
Jects, are prohibited9 upon pain of forfeiting ship and cargOy 
from trading to the British settlements and plantations in 
Asia^ Africa, or America. By this act England first esta- 
blished the monopoly of her colonial trade, since which 
£irther provisions have been made^ by the statutes of 15 
Car. 2. c. 7. and 7 & 8 W. 8. c. 22. By these statutei 
therefore all foreign vessels are prohibited from trading 
within this province of New-Brunswick, being one of his 
majesty^s provinces in British North- America. 

The United States then having no right by virtue of these 
statutes to trade with this province ; it will next be inquired, 
whether they can derive such right from any treaty or con- 
vention with Great-Britain, vattel says, ** a nation »ot y^^^^ 
^* having naturally a perfect right to carry on a commerce b.c.Sb 
•* vrith another, may procure it by an agreement or treaty* 5*^ 
*' Tills right is then acquired only by treaties^ and relates 
** to that branch of the law of nations termed conven- 
<* tional; the treaty that gives the right, of commerce, is 
*• the measure and rule of that right." By the treaty of 
peace the United States most certainly were not allowed to 
carry on any trade with the British colonies ; and although 
by the treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, between 
his majesty and the United States, regulations were made 
for governing the trade between the United States and his 
majesty's dominions in Europe, and the British possessions 
in the East and West-Indies, .and also, ** the inland mwiga» 
" iion between the territories and countries of the two par- 
^* ties on the continent of America;" yet no provision wa^ 
made by which the citizens of the United States are per- 
mitted to trade with this province, or their vessels admitted 
into the sea-ports,- bays, or creeks of his majesty's North 
Anierican territories, or into any of the rivers below the highest 
port of entry from the sea. It ik evident, therefore, that 
they have not naturally a right to the trade now in ques- 
tion) and that they do not derive such right by treaty or 
compact, provided the same has been carried on within the 
limits of this province. This iiherefore leads me to inquire 
into the boundary line between this province and the United 
iStates, the great point in the cause. If the uniform prin- 
ciple that has governed the parent state has been ta exclude 
all foreigners from her colonies, in order that she might as- 
sume the monopoly of the colonial trade j is it to be pre- 
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samed that she would allow the limits of this province to 
remain so indefinite and undetermined as to admit foreign 
vessels within its portS|< and permit them to carry on a com- 
merce in direct . violation of the navigation act, and the 
Other laws of trade i 

Whatever may be my private opinion with regard to the 
exclusive right of Great-Britain to the islands lying in Pas* 
samaquoddy-Bay, so called, and now in the possession of the 
United States, it cannot have any weight in this cause. I 
must be governed by the facts which exist* By referring to 
the charts, which by consent have been used in explanation 
of the arguments in the cause, I find, after leaving -the mouth 
of the Scoodiac, or St. Croix at Joe's. Point, as determined* 
by the commissioners under the fifth article of the treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation, a passage through which 
the main waters of the river are said to flow, and by which 
they are discharged into the Bay of Fundy. This passage 
or channel is formed on the eastern side, by Deer, Marvel, 
and Campo-Bello Islands, and on the western side by Moose, 
Dudley, and Frederick Islands, and in some places by the 
continent. This province claims and exercises jurisdiction 
over the islands forming the eastern side of the chanhel ; which 
islands are in the possession of his majesty's subjects, inha- 
bitants of the province of New-Brunswick. The citizens of 
the United States are in possession of Moose-Island, Dudley- 
Island, and Frederick-Island, over which the United States 
claim and exercise undisturbed jurisdiction. I know of no 
public act of our government from which I can infer its de- 
nial of tKe jurisdiction exercised by the United States over 
the islands on the western side of the channel, or a disavowal 
of the right claimed by them to .the same ; I am therefore 
to consider this passage or channel as conterminous, and di- 
viding this province from the United States. The ques- 
tion then, to whom does this channel or passage belong? 
must be referred to the general law of nat;ions, and for its 
decision we must have recourse to the principles laid down 
by the most able and distinguished writers oa the subject. 
Martent *' Every nation," says Martens, *^ has a right to pro- 
fa. 4. " perty and dominion as far as the middle of all the lakes 
§. 4. « and rivers that are situated on its frontiers, at least till 
^^ the contrary has been proved, or till another decision ha^ 
" been agreed upon." 

t $ee App^fx, No. !!< 
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FuFFENDORFF says> that ''the gulphs and channels^ crpuffen* 
** arms of the sea, are, according to the regular course, sup* ^^^'^ 
" posed to belong to the people with whose lands they ar^ ^\^ 
*' encompassed ; but in case different nations border on the 
" same channel, the sovereignty of each shall be conceived 
^* to reach into the middle of the water from every part of 
" the respective shore, unless either all the estates have 
*^ agreed by covenant to use the whole water promiscuously 
" among themselves, and to exercise a general undivided 
" sovereignty over it against foreigners, or else if one par- ' 
'^ ticular people has obtained a dominion over the whole 
" by pact or the tacit confession of the rest, or by the righ^ 
" of conquest, or because they fixed their station near it, 
" and immediately took it, in full possession, exercising acts 
" of sovereignty over the people of the opposite shore ; in 
" which latter case nevertheless, the other neighbouring 
" states, their fellow borderers, shall be supposed to be 
" lords each of their particular ports, and of so much of the 
** sea as th^ convenient access to the shore requires.'* 

Grotius says, "though, in case of any doubt, the juris- Grotia;» 
" diction on each side reach to the middle of the river, yet ^* i ^^ 
** it may be, and in some places it has actually happened 
" that the river wholly belongs to one party, either because 
'^ the other nation has not gpt possession of the other bank till 
** later, and when their neighbours were already in complete 
" possession of the whole rlVer, or else because matters 
** were so stipulated by treaty," 

Vattel says, " that of two nations inhabiting the oppo- y*"^ 
** site banks of the river, if neither party can prove that £2.5, 
'^ they themselves or those whose rights they inherit were "seb. 
" the first settlers in those tracts, it is to be supposed that 
" both nations came there at the same time, since neither 
^* of them can give any reason for claiming the prefer- 
'' ence ; and in this case, the dominion of each will extend 
*^ to the middle of the river." 

From these writers we derive this general rule of the law 
pf^nations, that when two neighbouring nations inhabit the 
opposite banks of a river, the dominion of each will extend 
to the middle of the stream. There are some exceptions jto this 
general rule : but do these exceptions prevent its appKcation 
to the passage, which is part of the boundary line between 
this province and the United States ? certainly not in fa- 
vour of the AoieoPiW government* The inhabitants of 
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these states^ when they formed a part of the British'empirey 
had a right in common with his majesty's subjects, to na- 
vigate thejwaters now under consideration ; but this power 
did not give them an exclusive possession, nor did they 
thereby acquire dominion over the whole. The mother 
country in acknowledging the independence of her revolted 
colonies, had a right to prescribe their limits; in doing 
which, she was bound to consult the interest and preserva- 
tion of that part of hep empire, which continued in its alle- 
giance. The province of Nova-Scotia adhered to the cause 
of the mother country'; the western limits therefore of that 
province, it is presumed, were by the treaty of peace made 
the eastern boundary of the United States ; and the excep- 
tion in the treaty of such islands, as before or at the time 
of the treaty of peace were within the limits of the pro- 
vince of Nova-Scotia, strengthens this presumption. By 
these limits, therefore, must the United States be governed. 
That they considered Deer, Marvel, and Campo-Bello 
Islands as once forming a part of the province of Nova- 
Scotia, and that they do now consider them as being within 
the jurisdiction of this province of New-Brunswick, is 
evident, from their allowing his majest/s subjects to re-* 
main in the undisturbed possession of them. To place this 
question, therefore, on the broadest ground, aiid in the 
tnost favourable point of view for the citizens of the United 
States, I will consider them^ fixe moment their independence 
was acknowledged by the mother country, in .the character 
of a sovereign people^ and in the possession of the western 
side of the channel now in dispute ; that his majesty's sub- 
je^cts were in the possession of the eastern side ; aild that 
neither possessed an exclusive right to the waters of the 
^ame. The application of the general rule of the law of 
nations to this case then will leaid me to conclude, that the 
boundary line between this province and the United States 
is a line to be drawn through the middle of the channel 
that divides them, and to which the jurisdiction of each will 
extend. I am strongly confirmed in this conclusion * by 
that part of the descnption of the boundary of the United 
State% in the second article of the treaty of peace, which 
says, ** East by a line to be drawn along the middle of the 
*^ river St. Croix," &c. The commissioners, who made 
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the treaty^ appear to have adopted the same rule that 
governs the decision of this court. 

It has been ur^ned that the west passage lyin? between 
Campo-Bello and Dudley and Frederick Islands, is unfit for 
the navigation of vessels of any burthen, as a bar extends 
across it in one place, over which at low water there are about 
four feet of water only ; and as the principal channel from the 
Bay of Fundy into the river St. Croix lies to the eastward of 
Campo-BellOf it has frcmi thence been inferred, that the 
waters to the westward of such channel, or lying between 
Campo-Bello and Dudley and Frederick Islands, are wholly 
within and belong to the United States ; or that they are the 
waters of the river forming the boundary between his majes^ 
ty*s dominions and the United States, and as such neutral as 
they are termed, and common to both nations. It appears in 
evidence, that the west passage is a considerable channel at 
high water, at which time there are twenty feet of water on 
the bar ; that a ship of 300 tons burthen has passed through 
it ; and that it is the passage principally made use of by the 
American vi^ssels. But allowing that the passage to the east- 
ward of Campo-Bello is the principal chamiel into the Su 
Oroix, and more fit for navigation than the west passage, and 
that Great-Britain should admit the American vessels to the 
free navigation of it y would such admission convey the do- 
minion of the passage to the United States, and with it, a 
right to the whole of the west passage, and the waters lying 
between Campo-Bello and Dudley and Frederick Islands ? 
With equal propriety it might be said, that Denmark cedes 
the dominion of the Sound, by permitting the vessels of other 
nations to pass thi'ough it j or that Turkey yields the sove- 
reignty of theDardanelles, when she allows the ships of Great- 
Britain or Russia to pass the same. The west passage is one 
of the channels into the St. Croix, and Is a part of th^ boun- 
dary between this province and the United States, to the 
middle of which I conceive that the jurisdiction of each must 
extend ; of course the waters cannot be common for any 
other purposes than those of navigation. 

I come now to the evidence adduced in this cause, which 
was very voluminous; and I shall only touch upon those 
points, which appear the most material.— It appears that 
about six years ago an agreement was made between the de» 
P^y of the custofiirhouse officers for this port of St. John, 
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and the Arherican collector, that the waters between Ciftipo- 
Bello Island and Dudley Island, or, in other words, those 
waters that lie within two line* commencing at the American 
custom-house (which is situated on the American side of 
the west passage), the one ranging from thence with the heads 
or points of land that form Snug Cove on the Campo*Bello 
shore, the other w ith the outmost heads or points of land on 
the American shore, should be considered neutral as they are 
termed, or common to the vessels of both nations,, in whkh 
they might lade or unlade their cargoes, and that this agree- 
ment was assented to by the officers of his majesty's customs 
for this port, by virtue of which agreement the American 
vessels, have been accustomed to anchor off Snug Cove, and 
take in their cargoes from British vessels lying in the stream. 
Thait previously to the American vessels taking in theif car- 
goes, they obtain a foreign clearance for St. Andrews, a place 
within the jurisdiction of this province, from the American 
custom-house ; and that the British vessels, which arrive at 
Campo-Bello from the upper parts of the Bay of Fundy, 
laden with plaister, report at the British custom-house kept 
at Snug Cove by the clerk of the deputy collector. 

As to the situation of the sloop at the time she was seized^ 
it appears by the mate and two of the hands of the cutter, 
who were present at the time,, that she was^ lying at anchor 
within a line drawn from Friar's head and the south-west 
head, the two heads or points of lands which form Snug 
Cove, of course within the cove. Some remarks have been 
made as to the credit of these witnesses ; I cannot but ob- 
serve that their testimony stands fair before the court, and is 
Corroborated by one of the witnesses produced on the part of 
the claimant, who says, that sometimes the sloop swang with- 
in the British lines, at other times within the American 
bounds ; one 6f the hands belonging to the sloop also says, 
that she was lying rather within the British line when she was 
seized. It might not haye been the intention of the claimant 
to have anchored his vessel within Snug Cove ; I do not 
think that it was, but the place where the vessel came to, 
and from which she was not moved until after she was .seized, 
was so near the line extending from Friar's head to the 
south-west head, that 1 have no doubt with the scope of 
cable some of the witnesses say the vessel had out, she some- 
times tended with the wind or tide over the neutral line as it 
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is termed, zvti, within the outermost heads of Snug Cove. This 
is not material; the question is, was she on the British side of 
the line running through the middle of the stream ? When 
the witnesses of the claimant speak of the place where the 
sloop came to anchor and. was seized, they mention uniform- 
ly her situation as relative to Campo-Bello Island ; that she 
Was at the mouth — off the chops — and was lying off of Snug 
Cove. She is invariably mentioned as being nearer to Cam- 
po-Bello than to Dudley Island ; some say one*third nearer, 
others about one hundred rods from the shore of Snug Cove. 
By the charts before the court it appears that the distance 
from Campo-Bello Island to Dudley Island, is about three 
quarters of a mile ; and from the whole of the testimony it 
evidently appears, that the sloop took in her cargo, and was 
lying when seized near the Campo-Bello shore, and within 
the British waters. I cannot but observe here, that the line 
which was at first established by the British custom-house 
biEcers for this port and the American collector as the limit 
of the neutral or common waters on the Campo-Bello side, 
has, by some of the witnesses', been considered as the boun^ 
dary if the British and American waters^ and that those to 
the westward of this line belong to the United States ; such 
has been the effect of the American vessels being allowed to 
take in their cargoes in the waters near the Campo-Bello 
shore. — I shall now consider a paper which was found on 
board the sloop, termed a foreign clearance, and obtained as 
is stated in the claim for the purpose of enabling the said 
sloop to proceed off Snug Cove, there to anchor in the stream, 
and take in her cargo from vessels also lying there. This 
clearance expressly mentions the sloop Falmouth, as *^ bound 
for St. Andrews," a place evidently within the jurisdiction 
of this province, and where she could not be permitted to 
enter. It has been argued that this paper was obtained to en- 
able the vessel to a re-entry in the ports ofthe United States, 
as plaister of Paris is an article of foreign growth; and that 
all the American vessels which take their lading out of 
British vessels lying in these neutral waters obtain such 
foreign clearances. These vessels, at the time of their lad- 
ing, must either be within the American territories or with- 
out; if they are within, the effect of their clearances is to de- 
fraud their own government, by depriving it of the tonnage 
duty, which the British vessels would be obliged to pay, be- 
fore they could be allowed to unlade their plainer ; for if it; 



.1 



/ 



( 6* ) 

was duly imported) it would not be necessary to procure the 
foreign clearance to entitle them to a re-entry in the ports of 
the United States; if without the limits of the United 
States, they must be within the British waters. I cannot sup- 
pose that the American collector would be guilty of a fraud 
against the revenue of his country ; and am therefore to con^ 
cmdethat by this foreign clearance, obtained from the Ame- 
rican custom-house, in which the destination of the vessel is 
mentioned, she was considered as beine bound into waters 
, foreign to the United States. By viewing the clearance in 

this hght it is a confirmation of the testimony in the caiise, 
and carries with it a conviction, that the sloop when seized 
was within the British waters, and that the foreign clearance 
was obtained to enable her to go there. As to the agree- 
' Tnent between the custom-house officers for this port of St. 

John, and the American collector, by which the waters be- 
tween Canipo-Bello Island and Dudley Island were consider- 
ed free ^nd common for the vessels of both nations to lade 
and unlade in, I am clear that no such agreement can be 
binding on this court, — ^When the o&cers of his majesty's 
customs assented to this, they considered the boundary line 
between this province and the United States as undetermin- 
ed v and Lhave no doubt they Were actuated by the most 
honourable motives, and supposed themselves as acting with- 
in the strict line of their duty.*^It has been contended that 
this is a case of extreme hardship, that the intentions of the 
^ claimant were innocent, that he was pursuing a course of 
^ trade that had/or somejedrs past received the sanction of the 

British custcfm-house officers, and that a great many American 

L vessels had been allowed to take in their cargoes at the place 

where this vessel was seized. — ^But are the circumstances of 
this case so peculiarly hard as to authorise the court to depart 
from the law, whea those in the case of the Jffoopy Cornells^ 
Master, l^Rob. 196, would not? In that case the parties act- 

^ ed under the advice of the commissioners of the customs at 

Glasgow, who previously to their giving such advice had con- 
sulted their own law advisers j in giving the sentence of the 
court. Sir William Scott says, " It appears that these parties 
•* had before applied to the council for special orders, and 
••had always obtained them. It is^much to be regretted 
^* that they had not applied again to the same source of in- 
** formation; instead of doing so they consulted the com- 

I •• missitoers of the customs, very propeir judges to ascertain 



/ 
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^^ what goods mig^t be imported under the revenue laws ; but 
** this is a' matter of general l«w, on which they are npt the 
** persons best qualified to give information or advice. The 
** intention of the parties migtit be perfectly innocent; but 
** there is still the fiict against them df that actual contraven* 
'* tibii of the law» which no innocence of intentidn (fan do 
'^ away. I may feel greatly for the individuals who^ I have 
^' reason to presume, acted ignorantly under advice that they 
^' thought safe ; but the court has no power to depart from 
^* the law which has been laid down." The British custtm* 
house officers in assenting to the line of the neutral or com^ 
mon Waters on the Campo-Bello side, exceeded their authority 
as o£Sicers of the customs, by determining a matter of general 
*aw. . 

There is another principle of law^ which I think applicable 
to the present case, recognised by Lord Msuisfield, in the case 
€ii Berens v. Rucker. 1 Slack* SIS, in which he says, '<The 
^ first question is, wbther this was a just capture.- Both 
^ sentences are out of the case, being done and undone by 
** consents The capture was certaiiily unjust; the pretence 
^' was, that paft df this cargo was put on board off St. Eustatias 
** out of Barks supposed to. come from the French Islands, alnd 
^' not loaded immediately j&om the shore; this is now a settled 
^ point by the lords of appeal to be the same thing, as if they 
** had b^en landed on the Dutch sihore, and then put on 
'^ board afterwards/* It is admitt^ th^ the sloop Falmouth 
took in her cargo off Snug Cove out of two British vesseU 
lying in. the stream. These vessels, it appears^ came from the 
tipper parts of the bay of Fundy, lad<te with plaister, arrived 
at Campo-Bello, and of course must be presumed to have 
Altered at the custom-house at Snug Cove. As these vessels 
were lying on the Campo-BeUo side, they must have been 
within the British waters; and agreeably to the law as scried 
by the laws of appesll, the taking on board her cargo out of 
the vessels lying in the stream, amounts to the same thing a^ 
if it had been takefi en board from the shore^ and is a direct 
violation of the Navigation. Act; 

I am therefore of opiniony that the isloop Falmouth was 
laden within the British waters in coiitravefition of the Navi^ 
gation Acti and the statute of 7 and 8; W. 8. c. 22» and there* 
fore decree the. vessel and csgrgo to be forfeited ;— ^*btit cod« 
sidering the particular circumstances of the presehi case/ I 
diall dismiss the claim without costs* 
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I 

TheDefinidve TrMtf of PeA€£ oQd ^McE^umur 
between |iis Britqnnick Majesty 9 and the IJnited 
States of America. Sjgaed at PariSy the 8d of 
Sfptembfr^ I7S3. 

In ihfi f^am^ of the Most Hoh and Undivided Trinity. 

JT hamg pleased the IMvine Providence to dispose the heart* of -the 
iQQSt serene and most potent Prince, George the Third, by the Grace 
<»f Cody ^ing iai Great JSrsr^M, franetf «Dd Irelofulf Disfc&d^ of the 
Fakh» Dvlkfi of firvifs^kt #Ld Limeuburght arjchTtrea^urer and prixic^ 
elector of thjp holy jRom^^. empire, 5fc» fnd of the United States of 
Anferica% to forget all past misunderstajidings and differences that 
nave unhappily interrupted the good correspondence and (jfieodship 
which they mutually wi^ to restora ; aad to estabjiffh VHkA a hiene- 
fieial and satisfactory intercottr^e betmrjeen the two countries, upon the 
groiiad of reciprocal adv^ota^es and i^utual coavcnience, as may pro- 
mote and secure to both perpetual peace and harmony ; and having 
for this desirable end already laid the foundation of peace and reconci- 
liation, by the provisional articles signed at Peiris^ on the 30th of i^a* 
^embery t^^7y by the commissioners empowered on eaoh p^ ; wj^cli 
articles were agreed to be inserted in, and to c^^titute, the treaty of 
peace, proposed to be concluded between the crown of Great Britaitf 
And the said United States ^ but which treaty was not to be concluded 
until terms of peace should be agreed upon between Great SritainsmA 
Franee, and his Britannick majesty should be ready to concltide sucIl 
treaty accordingly; and the treaty i>etween Qremt Britain and Prance 
jbavingslnce been concluded^ his Britannick majesty and the Unitea States 
of America^ in order to carry into full effect the provi^iona] articles 
above-mentioned| according to the tenor thereof, have constituted and 
appointed, that is to say, nis Britannick majesty, on his p&it, David 
Hartley i esq. member of the parliament of Great Britain ; and the 9a^d. 
United Stately on their part, Jolm jfdoffe, esq. late a commissioner of 
the United States of America at the court of rerfaiiUh late delegate ia. 
congress from the state c^i Massachusetts ^ and chief justice of t^e said . 
State, and minister plenipotentiary of the said C^/tiV^^j^a^^/ to their hi^h 
mightinesses the states general of the United Netherlands i Mew^mia- 
Franklin^ esq. late delegate in congress fmm the state oi Fefinsyln/aniai 
president of the convention of the said state» and minister plenipoten-* 
tiary from the United States of America zt the court <{f t^ersailles; 
JohnJaji esq. late president of congress^^ and chief justice of the state 
of New Torkf and minister plenipotentiary from the 9SadU4^ed States 
4it the court of Madrid; to be the plenipotentiaries for the concludIi)g 
and signing the present definitive treaty ; Who# ^^r hm^s reci|pr9t' 
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calty communicated their respective full powers, have agreed tiport 
aiid confirmed the following articles : ' ' ^ 

Article i. 

His Britannick majesty acknowledges the said United States yvxz, t^e«ia 
Mampsbire^ Massacbmets Bay^ Rhode Uland and Providence PlantatiofU% 
Connecticut^ New Torkf New Jer/ejy Pennjylvaniay Delaware^ Maty* 
landy Virginiay North Carolina^ South CaroHnay and Georgiay to be free* 
sovereign^ and independent states ; that he treats with them as such ; 
and for himself^ Ms heirs and succrssors, relinquishes all claims to the 
government, propiiety and territorial rights of the sapei and every 
pait thereof. 

Article in 

And that all disputes which might arise in future on the subject of 
the boundaries of the said United States may be prevented, it is hereby 
agreed aud declared, that the following are and shall be dieir bounda- 
ries, viz. from thenorth-west angle of Nova Scotia^ viz. that angle which 
is formed by a line drawn due north, from the source of St. Croix river 
to the Higblandsy alon^ the said Highlands which divide those rivers 
that empty themselves mto the river St. Lawrencet from those which 
fall into the Jt/antic Ocean, to the north-westermost head of Co«- 
necticut river ; thence down along the middle of that river to the forty-* 
fifth degree of north latitude ; from thence by a line due west on 
said latitude until it strikes the river Iroquois or Cataraquy ; thencs 
along the middle of said river into lake Ontario ; through the mid- 
dle of said lake, until it strikes the communication by water between 
that lake and lake£n>; thence along the middle of said communica- 
tion into lake Erie ; through the middle of said lake until it arrives at 
the water- communication between that lake and lake Huron ; thence 
along the middle of said water-communication into the lake Huron \ 
thence through the. middle of said lake to the water-communication 
between that lake and lake Superior; thence through Uke Superior^ 
Aorthward of the Isles Royal said Pbelipeaux^to the Long Lake; thence 
through the middle of siid Long Lakcy and the water-communication 
between it and the lake of the woods y to the said lake of the woods \ 
thence through the said lake to the most north- western point thereof^ 
and from thence on a due west course to the river Mississippi ; thenco 
by a line to be drawn along the middle of the said river Mississippi yWnXW 
it shall intersect the northernmost part of the thirty- first degree of 
north latitude :-* South, by a line to be drawn due east from the de* 
termination otthe line last-mentioned, in the latitude of thirty* one de-» 
grees north of the equator, to the middle of the river Apalacbicola or 
Cataboucbe; thence along the middle thereof to its junction with the 
Flint river ; thence straight to the head of 5/. Marfs river, and thenc« 
down along the middle of ^/. Mary*s river to ^^ Atlantic Ocean i-East, 
by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river St. Groixy from its 
mouth in the bay of Fundy to its source ; and from its source directly 
north to the aforesaid Higblandsy which divide the rivers that fall inta 
Ihe Atlantic OciraD from those which fall into the rivef St. Lawrence ) 

r » 
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' (potnppehendinff all Islands within twenty leaguos of any part, of thq 

shores of the ifnited States f and lying between lines to be drawn due 

east from the points where the aforesaid boundaries between Ncyua 

'Scotia on the one part, and Mast Florida on the other, shall respec* 

, tivcly tQuch the bay of Fundy^ and the Atlantic Ocpan : excepting sucli 

Islands as now are, or heretofore have been, within the limits of the 
said province of No*va Scotia* 

Article hi. 

t ^ It is agreed. That the people of the United States shall continue to 

enjoy unmolested the right to take fish of every kind on the Grand 
Bank and on a!l the other banks of Ne<wfoundland : also in the gulph 
oi St. Latwrenccf and, at all other places in the sea, where the inha- 
bitants of both countries used at any time heretofore to fish. And 
aJso that the inhabitants of t)ie United States shall have liberty to take 
* nsh of every kind on such part of the coast of Newfoundland as BritisJb 
fisherman shall use, (but not to dry or cure the same on that Island]! 
and ^Iso on the coasts, bays, and creeks of all other of his BritaiinicJh 
majesty's dominions in America ; and that the American fishermen 
!{hail have liberty to drv and cure fish in any of the unsettled bays, 
. *. ' harbours, and creeks oi Nova Scotia f Magdalen Islands ^ and Labrador 9 

60 long as the same shall remain unsettled ; but so soon^ as the sanxe» 
or either of them, ihall be settled, it shall not be lawful for the said 
fishermen to dry or cure fish at such settlement, without a previous 
agreement for that purpose with the inhabitants^ proprietors or pos- 
sessors of the ground. 

Article iv. 

It is agreed. That creditors on either side shall meet with no lawful 
impediments to the recovery of the full value in sterling money of all 
h^ndfde debts heretofore contracted. 

Article v.' 

It is agree<j. That the congress shall earnestly recommend it to the 
legislatures of the respective states, to provide for the restitution of all 
estates, rights, and properties which have been confiscated, belonging 
to real British subjects : and also of the estates, rights, and properties 
of persons resident in districts in the possession of bis majesty's arms, 
and who have not borne arms against the said United States .- and that 
persons of any other description shall have free liberty to go to any 
part or parts of any of the thirteen United States , and therein to re* 
main twelve months unmolested in their endeavours to obtain the re. 
stitution of such of their estates, rights and properties as may have 

^' been confiscated : and that congress shall also earnestly recommend 

to the several states, a reconsideration and revision of all acts or laws 
regarding the premises, so as to render the said laws or acts perfectly 
consistent, not only whh justice and equity, but with that spirit of 
cpnciliatibn, which, on the return of the blessings of peace, should 
universally prevail. And that congress shall also earnestly recom- 
mend to-the several states, that the estates, rights, and properties of 

^ - ^fuch last-mentioned persons shall be restored to them, they refunding 
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Xo any peraohs who maybe now in possession the BondJSJe price 
(where any has been given) which such person^ may hare paid on pur« 
chasing any of the said laildsy rights, or properties since the confisca- 
tion. 

And It is agreed, That all persons who have any interest in confis- 
cated lands, either by debts, marriage settlements, or otherwise, shall 
ineet with no iawml impediment in the prosecuthsh of their jiist 
rights. 

Article vi, 

^ ^That there shall be ho fature confiscations made, nor any prosecu* 
tions commenced against any person or persons, forpr by reason of 
the part which he or they may have taken in the present war ; and 
that no person shall on that account suifer any future loss or damage 
cither in his person, liberty, or property ; and that those who may be 
in confinement on such charges at the time of the ratification of the 
treaty in America shall be immediately set at liberty^ and the prosecu*' 
tions so commence4 be discontinued. 

Article vii. 

There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between his BritanKtck 
majesty and the said Stat9J% and between the subjects of the oiie and 
the citizens of the other, wherefore all hostilities both by sea and land 
shall from henceforth cease : all prisoners on both sides shall be set at 
liberty, and his Britannick majesty shall With all convenient speedy 
and without causing any destruction, or carrying away any negroes^ 
pr other property of Uie American inhabitants, withdraw all hit 
armies, garrisons and.fieets from the said United States^ andfroin every 
port, place, and harbour within the same ; leaving in all fortificar 
tions the American aittllery that may be therein : and shall also order 
^nd cause all archives, records, deeds, and papers belonging to any 
of the said States^ of tfaetr citia&ens, which in the course of the war 
zaay have fallen into the hands of his officers, to be forthwith restored 
;itnd delivered to the proper states and persons to whom they belong. 

Article viii. . 

The navigation of the river Mississippi^ from its source to the ocean^ 
shall for ever remain free and open to the subjects of Great Britain^ 
and the citizens of theJTnlted States, 

« ■ 

Article ix. 

In caste it should so happen that any place or territory belonging to 
Great Britain^^ or to the United States^ should have been conquered by 
the arms of either, froni the other, before the arrival of the said pro-' 
Visional articles in America^ it is agreed that the same shall be restortd 
"Without difBculty, and without requiring any compensation. 

Article x. 

] The solemn ratifications of the present treaty, expedited in good 
j^(jl due form, shall be exchanged between the contracting parties jl 
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the space of nx montbsy or sooner, if possible, to be computed from 
tbe day of the signature of the present treaty. 

In witness whereof, we, the undersigned, their ministers plenipo- 
tentiary, have in their name, and in virtue of our full powers, signed 
with our hands the present definitive treaty, and caused the seals of 
pur arms to be afixed thereto. 

Done at Paris, this third day o^September^ in the year pf our Lordt 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three. 



(L. S.) John Adams, 
(L. 



(L. S.) D. HAaTLET. (L. S.) B. F&anklin, 

(L. S.) John Jay, 



His Britannic Majesty's FuU Power ^ 

CEORGE R, 

GEORGE the third, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain^ 
France and Ireland^ Defender <^f the Faith, Duke of Bruns<wick and 
Lunenburghi arch-treasurer and prince elector of the holy Roman em- 
pire, &c. To all to whom these presents shall conie, greeting! 
whereas for the perfecting and establishing the peace, friendship, aiid 
good understanding, so happily commenced by the provisional arti- 
cles* signed at Paris the thirtieth day of I^o^ember last, by the com- 
inissioners of ua and our good friends the United States of America^ 
viz. Ne<w Hampsb^re^ Massachtuets Bay, Rkode Island^ Connecticut^ 
Netfv Torkf Neiu Jersej^f Pennsylvoftiaf the three l€iwer counties on 
Delaware^ Maryland, Virgima, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia, in North America; and for opening, promoting, and render- 
ing perpetual, the mutval intercourse of trade and commerce between 
«ur kingdoms and the dominions of the said United States, we have 
thought proper to invest some fit person with full powers, on our 
part, to' meet and confer with the ministers of the said United States^ 
now residing at Paris, duly authorized for the accomplishing of such 
laudable and salutary purposes; now know ye, that we reposing special 
trust and confidence in tbe wisdom, loyalty, diligence and circum- 
spection of our trusty and well-beloved David Hartley, esq. (on whom 
we have therefore conferred the rank of our minister plenipotentiary), 
have nominated, constituted and appointed, and by these presents 
do nominate, constitute and appoint him our true, certain, and un- 
doubted commissioner, procurator, and plenipotentiary ; giving and 
granting to him all and all manner of faculty, power, and autbority» 
together with general as well as special order (so as the general do 
*not derogate from the special, nor on the contrary) for us, and in 
pxkv name, to meet, confer, treat, and conclude with the minister or 
minij^ters furnished with sufficient powers, on the part of our said 
good friends the United States of America^ of and concerning all such 
matters and things as may be requisite and necessary for accpmpli^sh'* 
^ng afed completing the several facts and purposes herein before men- 
^ipBedy and alio for us, and iu our name, to sign such treaty of 
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treatieSy contention or conventions^ or other Instroments whatioeTer«' 
as may be agreed upon in the premises^ and mutually' to deliver and 
receive the same in exchange ; and to do and perform all such other 
acts, matters and things, as may be any-ways proper and conducive 
to the purposes above mentioned^ in as full and ample form and 
manner, and with the like validity and ^effect, as we ourself, if we were 
presenty^could do and perform the same : engaging and promising, on 
our royal word, that we will accept, ratify aild confirm, in the most 
effectual manner, all such acts, matters and things, as ^all be so trans-t 
acted and concluded by our aforesaid commissioner, procurator and 
plenipotentiary ; and that we wilt never suffer any person to violate 
the same, in the whole or in part, or to act contrary thereto. In tes- 
timony and confirmation of all which, we have caused our great seal of 
Great Britain to be affixed to these presents, signed with our royal 
hand. jGiven at our palace at St* James' s^ the fourteenth day of Maj^ 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three* 
and in the twenty-third year of our reign* 



FifU Power of the United States of America. 

THE United States o^ America^ In' congress assembled, to all t^ 
whom these presents shall come, greeting ; Whereas these UtUted States^- 
from a sincere desire of putting an end to the hostilities between hit 
most Christian majesty and these United States on the one part, andhia- 
Britannick majesty on the other, and of terminating the same by ^ 
peace, founded on such solid and equitable principles as reasonably to 
pronnise a permanence of the blessings of tranquillity, did heretorore 
appoint the honourable John Adams ^ late a commissioner of the United 
States of America at the court of Versailles^ late delegate in congresf 
from the state oi Massacbusets^ and chief justice of the said state, their 
minister plenipotentiary, with full powers, general and^ecial, to act 
in that quality, to confer, treat, agree, and conclude with the ambas- 
sadors or plenipotentiaries of his most Christian majesty, and of hit 
Britannick majesty, and those of any other princes.or states whom it 
might concern, relating to the re- establishment of peac^ and friend- 
ship ; and whereas the flames of war have since that time been ex- 
tended, and other nations and states involved thertfn : Now know-' 
ye, that we still continue earnestly desirous, as far as depends 
upon us, to put a stop to the effusion of blood ; and to convince the 
powers oi Murope that we wish for nothing more ardently than t9 
terminate the war by a safe and honourable peace, havq thought pro-* 
per to renew the powers formerly given to the said '^ohn Adamsy and 
to join four other persons in^ommission with him ; and having full con- 
fidence in the integrity, prudence and ability of thevhonourable Ben* 
jamin Franklin^ our minister plenipotentairy at the court of Fersail/e^p 
and the honorable John Jay 9 late president of congress, and chief jus- 
tice of the state of New Tork^ and our minister plenipotentiary at the 
court of Madrid; ai^d the honourable Henry Laurens f formerly presi- 
dent of coneress, and commissionated and sent as our agent to the 
Viuted ^rovmces of tbeliow Countries 1 and the honourable Thomas 
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Jefferson^ governor of the commonwealth oF Vlrgima $ hrrt nopiinji- 
tedy constituted, and appointed, and by these presents do nominate, 
constitute, and appoint, the said Benjamin Franklin^ John Jay^ Henry 
Laurens f and Thomas Jefferson^ in addition to the said John Adams^ 
^ving and granting to them the said John Adams^ Benjamin Franklin^ 
John Jajy Henry Laurens^ and Thomas Jefferson^ or the majority of 
them, or ef such of them as may assemble ; or, in case of the death, 
absence, indisposition, or other impediment of the others, to any one 
of tbem full power and authority, general and special, conjunctly and 
separately, and general and special command, to repair to such place 
t^ may be fixed upon for opening negociations for peace ; and there 
for us, and in our name, to confer, treat, kgree, and conclude with the 
slmbassadors, commissioners and plenipotentiaries of the princes and 
States whom it may concern, vested with ec^Ual powers, relating tp the 
establishment of peace; and whatsoever' sjiatll be agreed and concluded, 
for us and in our name, to sign, and thereupon make a treaty or trea- 
ties ; and to transact every thing that may be necessary for complet- 
ing, securing and strengthening the great work qf pacification, in as 
ample form, and with the same effect, as if we were personally pre- 
sent, and acted therein ; hereby prbniising^ in good faith, that we will 
laccept, ratify, fulfil, and execute whatever shall be agreedi concluded, 
and sign&d by our said ministers plenipotentiary, or a majority of 
them, or of such of them as may assemble ; or, in Qas^ of the deathf 
abtence, indisposition, or other impediment of the others^ by any one 
of them ; and that we will never act, nor suffer any person to act, 
contrary to the same, in whole, ok* in any part. In witness whjcreof 
we have caused thebc presents to be signed' by our president^ and 
sealed with his seal. 

Done at Philadelphia^ the fifteenth day of June^ in the year of our 
Ix)rd, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, and in the fifth 
year of our independence, by the Vmted States in congress 
assembljcd. 

(Signed) Sam. Huntington, Prefide»U 

Attest . ' 

(Signed) 

(Charges THOAPSoVf Secrttary, 
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No. II. 



TREATY of Amity, Commerce and Naviga- 
tion, between His Britannick Majesty and the 
United States of America. Signed at London^ the 
19th of November, 1794. 



His Majesty^s |tatific^tIon» 
GEORGE R. 

GEORpE the third* by the Grace of God» King of Greai Britaiis 
France and Ireland^ Defender of the Faith, Duke of ^ruHiwUk and 
JLunenburgb^ arch-treasurer and prince elector of the holy Roman em^ 
pire» &c« To all and singular to whom these presents shall come^ 
greeting : Whereas our right trusty and well-beloved counsellor^ WU' 
liam Wynihamy baron Grcnv'tlU of H^ottoky our principal secretary of 
•tate for foreign affairs, &c. Sec. did, on our part, together with the 
plenipotentiary of our good frjends the Uniud States o£, ^mericaf con* 
elude and sign at London^ on the nineteenth day of Novefnher^ one 
thousand seven hundred aqd ninety-four, a^ treaty of amity^ commerce 
and navigation between us and oi^r said good friends : and whereas «. 
certaip additional a^cle has, on the part of the said United States^ 
been proposed to be annexed to the said treaty as a part thereof; to 
which addition we are willing to consent \ the said treaty and addi* 
tional article being in the. words following : 

fiilS Britannick majesty and the JJn^ted Stains of ^w^nV^i being de- 
6irous,by a treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, to terminate 
their differences in such a manner as, without reference to the merits 
of their respective cqmplaints and pretensions, may be the best cal- 
iculated to produce mutual satisfaction and good understanding ; and 
also to regulate the commerce and navigation between their respec- 
tive countries, territories and people, in sugh a manner as to render 
the same reciprocally beneficial and satisfactory ; they have, respec- 
tively, named their plenipotentiaries, and given them full powers to 
treat of and conclude the said treaty ; that is to say, his Britannick 
majesty has named, for his plenipotentiary, the right honourable IVil' 
Jiam, H^ndhamt baron Grenville o^ Wotton^ one of his majesty's privy 
pouncil, and his majesty's principal secretary of state for foreign affairs, 
and the president of the said United States ^ by and with the advice and 
^X)n8ent of the senate thereof, hath appointed for their plenipotentiary 
the honourable John Jay^ chief justice of the sai^ United States f. an4 
their envoy extraordinary to his Majesty, who have /agreed on an4 
jpopcluded the fpUpwing articles ; 
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Article i. 

There shall be a firm, inviolable^ and universal peace, and a tme 
and sincere friendship between his Britannick majesty, his heirs and 
Sttccessors, and the United States of America ; and between their re- 
spective countries^ territories^ cities, towns, and people, of eyery 
degree, without exception of persons or places. 

\ Article ii. 

! His majesty will withdraw all his troops and garrisons from all 

^ posts and places within the boundary lines assigned by the treaty of 

r peace to the United States. This evacuation shall take place on or 

before the first day of June, 1796, and all the proper measures shall in 
the interval be taken by concert between the government of the Unit* 
ed States and his majesty's governor-general in America^ for settling 
the previous arrangements which may be necessary respecting the de* 
^ livery of the said posts : the United States, in the mean time, at their 

discretion, extending their settlements to any part within the said 
boundary line, except within the precincts or jurisdiction of any qf 
the said posts. All settlers and traders within the precincts or juris- 
<diction of the said posts shall continue to enjoy, unmolested, all their 
property of every kind, and shall be protected therein ; they shall be 
" ' at full liberty to remain there, or remove with all err any part of their 

effects ; and it shall also be free to them te sell their lands, houses, or 
effects, or to retain the property thereof, at their discretion. Such of 
them as shall continue to reside within the said boundary lines shall 
not be compelled to become citizens of the United States^ or to take 
any oath of allegiance to the government thereof, but they shall be at 
full liberty so to do, if they think proper ; and they shall make and 
declare their election within one year after the evacuation aforesaid^ 
And all persons who shall continue there after the expiration of the 
Mid year, without having declared their intention of remaining' sub- 
jects of his Britannick majesty, shall be consider^ as havin|f dected 
to become citizens of the United States. 

Article ux' 

It is agreed, that it shall at all times be free to his majesty '9 sub- 
jects, and to the citizens of the United States, and also to the Indians 
dwelling on either side of the said boundary line, freely to pass and 
repass^ by land or inland navigation, into the respective territories and 
countnes of the two parties on the continent oiAmericay (the country 
within the limits of the Hudson's Bay company only excepted) and to 
navigate all the lakes, rivers and waters thereof, and freely to carry 
on trade and commerce with each other. But it is understood, that 
this article does not extend to the admission of vessels of the United 
States into the sea-poit^-, harbours, bays, or creeks of his niajesty's said 
territories ; nor into such parts ef the rivers in his majesty's said ter* 
ritories as are between the mouth thereof and the highest port of 
entry from the ^ca, except in small vessels trading bond fide between 
Montreal^ and ^uebec^ under such regulations as shall be established tq 
prevent the possibility of any frauds in this respect]^ Qor to tb^ a4* 
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mission of Brkhb vesfleh from the «ca into the rivers of the United 
States f beyond the highest ports of entry for vessels from {he sea. 
The river Mississippi shall, however, according to the treaty of peaee» 
be entirely open to both parties ; and it is farther agreed, that all the 
ports and places on its eastern side, to whichsoever of the parties be- 
longing, may freely be resorted to, and used by both parties, in as 
ample a manner as any of the Atlantic ports or places of the United- 
States^ or any of the ports or places of his majesty in Great Britain. 

All goods and merchandize, whose importation into his majesty's 
said territories in America shall not be entirely prohibited-, may freely> 
for the purposes of commerce, be carried into the same, in the man- 
ner aforesaid, by the citizens of the United States ; and such goods and 
merchandize shall be subject to no higher or other duties than would 
be payable by his majesty's subjects on the importation of the same 
from Europe into the said territories. And, in like manner, all goods 
and merchandize, whose importation into the United States shall not 
be wholly prohibited, may freely, for the purpose of commerce, be 
carried into the same, in the manner aforesaid, by .his majesty's sub' 
jects ; and such goods and merchandize shall be subject to no higher 
or otiier duties than would be payable by the citizens of the United 
States on the importation of the same, in American vessels, into the 
Atlantic ports of the said States » And all goods not prohibited to be 
exported from the said territories respectively, may, in like manner, 
be carried out of the same by the two parties respectively, paying 
duty as aforesaid. 

No duty of entry shall ever be levied, by either party, on peltries 
brought by land or inland navigation into the said territories respec- 
tively ; nor shall the Indiansf passing or repassing with their own 
proper goods and effects, of whatever nature, pay for the same any 
impost or duty whatever ; but goods in bales, or other large packages 
unusual atxiong Indians^ shall not be considered as goods. belonging^ 
bona fide to Indians. 

No higher or other tolls or rates of ferriage than Vhat are or shall 
be payable by natives, shall be demanded on either side ; and no du- 
ties shall be payable on any goods which shall merely be carried over 
any of the portages or carrying-places on either side, for the p;irpo8c 
of being immediately re- embarked and carried to some other place 
or places. But as by this stipulation it is only meant to secure to 
each party a free passage across the portages on both sides, it is 
agreed, that this exemption from duty shall extend only to such goods 
as arc carried in the usual and direct road across the portage, and are 
not attempted to be in any manner sold or exchanged during their 
passage across the same ; and proper regulations may be established 
to prevent the poasibility of any frauds in this respect. 

As this article is intended to render, in a great degree, the local ad- 
vantages of each party common to both, and thereby to promote a 
disposition favourable to friendship and good neighbourhood, it i^ 
agreed, that the respective governments will mutually promote this 
amicable intercourse, by causing- speedy and impartial justice to be 
done, and necessary protectioQ to be extended to all who may be con<< 
perned therein. 
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Article iv. 

Whereas it is uncertain whether the river Misiissippl extends so far 
to the northward as to be intersected by a liiie to be drawn due west 
from the Lake of the fVbods^ in the manner mentioned in the treaty of 
peace between his majesty and the United States ; it is agreed* that 
measures shall be taken in concert with his majesty's governmentr 
in ^mericai and the government of the Unifed States^ ror making a 
joint survey of the said river from one degre^of latitude below the 
, falls of St- Anthony 9 to the principal source or sources of the said ri- 
ver, and also of the parts adjacent thereto $ and that if, -on' the result 
of such survey, it should appear that the said river would not be in- 
tersected by such a^ line as is above-mentioned, the two parties will 
thereupon proceed by amicable negociation, to reguiate the boundary 
line in that (juarter, as well as all other points^ to fis adjusted between 
the said parties, according to justice and mutual conveaience^ and ii| 
conformity to the intent of the said treaty. 

< • ' 

Akticle ▼• 

Whereas doubts have arisen what river was truly intended under 
the name of the river St. Cr§ixy mentioned in the said treaty of peaces* 
and forming a part of the boundary therein described, that, question 
shall be referred to the final decision of commissioners, to be ap« 
pointed in the following manner, viz. 

One commissioner shall be named by his majesty, and one by the 
president of the United States $ by and with the advice and consent 
of the senate thereof, and the said two commissioners shall agree os 
the choice of a third > or, if they cannot so agree, they shall each 
propose one person ; and of the two names so proposed, one shall be 
drawn by lot in the presence of the two original commissioners : 
and the three commissioners so appmnted shaU be twom impartially 
to examine and decide the said question according to such evidence 
as shall respectively be laid before them on the part of the British 
government and of the United States^ The said commissionert shall 
, meet at Halifax^ and shall have power to adjourn to such other 
place or places as they shall think fit- They shall have power to 
appoint a secretary, and to ^mploy -such surveyors or other persona 
as they shall judge necessary. The said commissioners shall, by ade^ 
claration under their hands and seals, decide what river is the river 
St. Croix inti^nded by the treaty. The said declaration shall contain 
a description of the said river, and shall particularize the latitudo 
and longitude of its. mouth and of its source. Duplicates of this 
declaration, and of the statements of their accounts, and of the- 
journal of their proceedings, shall be delivered by them to the agent 
of his majesty and to the agent of the United States 9 who may be re- 
spectively appointed and authorized to manage the business on behalf 
of the respective governments: and both parties agree to consider 
such decision as final and conclusive, so as that the same shall nevev 
thereafter be called into question, or made the subject ^ 4i«pute C|p 
fUficrence between them. 
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Article vr. ^ 

Whereas it is alledged, by'diyers British merchants, and others his 
majesty's subjects, that debts to a considerable amount, which were 
bond fide contracted before the peace, still remain owing to them by 
citizens or inhabitants of the United States^ and that, by the operation 
of various lawful impediments since the peace, not only the full reco- 
very of the said debts has been delayed, but also the value and secu- 
rity thereof have been, in several instances, impaired and lessened, so 
that, by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, the British cre- 
ditors cannot now obtain, and actually have and receive full and ade- 
quate compensation for the losses and damages which they have 
thereby sustained ; it is agreed, that in allsuch cases where full com- 
pensation for such losses and damages cannot, for whatever r^as^n, 
be actually obtained, had and received by the said creditors m the 
ordinary course of justice, the United States will make full and com- 
plete compensation for the same to the said creditors : but it is ' 
distinctly understood that this provision is to extend to such losses 
only as have been occasioned by the lawful impediments aforesaid, 
and is not to extend to losses occasioned by such insolvency of the 
debtors, or other causes as would equally have operated to produce 
such loss if the said impediments had not existed, nor to such losses 
or damages as have been occasioned by the manifest delay or negli-. 
gence, or wilful omission of the claimant. 

For the purpose of ascertaining the amount of any such losses and 
damages, five commissioners shall be appointed, and authorized to 
meet and act in manner following, viz. Two of them shall be appointed 
by his majesty, two of them by the president of the United Stately by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate thereof, and the fifth 
by the unanimous voice of the other four ; and if they should not 
agree in such choice, then the commissioners named by the two 
parties shall respectively propose one person, and of the two names 
so proposed one shall be drawn by lot in the presence of the four 
^original commissioners'. 

'When the five commissioners thus appointed shall first meet, they 
shall, before they proceed to act, respectively, take the following oath 
or affirmation, in the presence of each other, which oath or affirm- 
ation being so taken and duly ^tested, shall be entered on the record 
of their proceedings, viz. I A. B. one of the commissioners appointed 
in. pursuance of the sixth article of the treaty of aitiity, commerce, 
and navigations between his Britannici majesty and the United States 
of America^ do solemnly swear or affirm, that I will honestly, dili- 
eently, impartially, and carefully examine, and, to the best of my 
judgment, according^ to justice and equity, decide all such complaints 
as under the said article shall be preferred to the said commissioners^ 
and that I will forbear to act as a commissioner in any case in which 
I may be personally interested. 

Three of the said commissioners shall constitute a board, and shall 
have power to do any act appertaining to the said commission, pro- 
vided that one of the commissioners named on each skie, and the 
fifth commissioner shall be present \ and all decisions shall be made 
by the n^ajority of the voices of the commissioners then present. 
Eighteen months from the day on which the said commissioners shall 
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Ibrtn a board, and ^ ready to proceed to 'businestf are assigned f t 
receiving complaints and applications ; but they are neTerthelesa aa- 
thorized in any particular caseS) in which it shall appear to them to 
be reasonable and just, to extend the said term of eighteen months, 
for any term not exceeding six months,, after the expiration thereof. 
The said commissioners shall ^rst meet at PbiladelplMa ; but they 
shall have power to adj€mm from place to place as they shall see 
cause. 

The said commissionersy in examining the complaints and appHca- 
tioas 80 preferred to them, are empowered and required, in pursuance 
cf the true intent and meanjng of this article, to take into their con- 
sideration all claims, whether of principal or interest, or balances 
of principal and interest, and to determine the same respectively 
according to the merits of the several cases, due regard being had to 
all the circumstances thereof, and as equity and justice shall appear 
to them to require. And the said commissioners shall have power 
to examine ail such persons as shall come before tfaem, on oath or 
affirmation, touching the premises; and also to receive inevidence^ 
according as they may think most consisleiil with equity and justice, 
all written depositions, or books^ oe papers, or copies, or extracts 
thereof, every such depo^fofi^ book or paper, or copy or extract^ 
being duly authenticated^ cither according to the legal forms now re- 
spectively existiiK im the two countries, or in such other manner as 
the sjud c u M UH Si Bo ners shall see cause to require or allow. 

Tlie im%rd of the said commissioners, or of any three of them as 
afoiesatd, shall in all cases be final and conclusive, both as to the 
justice of the claim, and to the amount of the sum to be paid to the 
creditor or claimant : and the United States undertake to cause the 
sum so awarded to be paid in specie to such creditor or claimant 
without deduction ; and at such time or times, and at such place or 
places, as shall be awarded by the said commissioners ; and on con 
dition of such releases or assignments to be given by the creditor or 
claimant, as by the said commissioners may be directed : provided 
always, that no such payment shall be fixed by the said commission- 
ers to take place sooner than twelve months, from the day of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this treaty • 

Article vii. 

Whereas complaints have been made by divers merchants and 
others, citizens of the IJnited States^ that, during the course of the 
war in which his majesty is now engaged, they have sustained con- 
siderable losses and damage, by reason of irregular or illegal captures 
or condemnations of their vessels and other property, under colour of 
authority or commissions from his majesty ; and that, from various 
circumstances belonging to the said cases, adequate compensation for 
the fosses and damages so sustained cannot now be actually obtained^ 
had, and received by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings : It 
is agreed, that in all such cases where adequate compensation cannot, 
for whatever reason, be now actually obtained, had and received by 
the said merchants and others in the ordinary course of justice, full 
and complete compensation for the same will be made; by the BriihB 
government to the said complainants. Bvit it is distinctly understood 
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that thii provirfofi Is not to extend to such losses or damages as fuure 
been occasioned by the manifest delay or negligenciey or wilful omis--^ 
sion of the claimants. 

That, for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of any such losses 
and damages, five commissioners shsdl lie appointed and authorized 
to act in London^ exactly in manner directed with respect to those 
mentioned in the preceding article, and after having taken the same 
path or affirmation (mutatis mutandis) the same term of eighteen 
inoftths is also assigned for the reception of claim&u and they are iif 
like manner authorized to extend the same in particular cases. Thef 
shall receive testimony, books, papers, and evidence in the same la« 
^nde, and exercise the like discretion and powers respecting that 
Sabject ; and shall decide the claims in question according to the 
merits of the several cases, and to justice, equity, and the laws of 
nations. The award of the said commissioners, or any such three of 
them as aforesaid, shall, in all cases, be final and concliisive, both as 
to the justice of the claim, and to the amount of the sum to be paid 
to the claimant ; and his Britannick majesty undertakes to cause the 
same to be paid to such claimant in specie, without any deduction^ 
in such place or places, and at such time or times, as shall be award* 
ed by the same commissioners, and on condition of such releasee or 
assignments to be given by the claimants, as by the said commis- 
sioners may be directed. 

And whereas certain merchants and others, his majesty's subjects, 
complain, that, in the course of the war, they have sustained loss and 
damage by reason of the capture of their vessels and merchandize 
taken within the limits and jurisdiction of the States y and brought 
into the ports of the same, or taken by vessels originally armed in 
ports of the said States. 

It is agreed. That in all such cases, where restitution shall not have 
been made agreeably to the tenor of the letter from Mr. Jefferson to 
Mr. Hammsndy dated at Pbiladelpbiq^ September 5, 1793, (a copy of 
which 18 annexed to this treaty) the complaints of the parties shall 
be, and hereby are referred to the commissioners to be appointed by 
virtue of this article, who are hereby authorized and required to pro- 
ceed in the like manner relative to these as to the other cases com- 
mitted to them ; and the United States undertake to pay to the com- 
plainants or claimants in specie, without deduction, the amount of 
such turns as shall be awarded to them respectively by the said com^ 
raissioners, and at the times and places wtiich in such awards sh^ll \ttf 
specified i and on condition of such releases or assignments €a be 
^ven by the claimants as in the said awards may be directed. And it 
u further agreed, that not only the now existing cases of both descrip* 
tions, but also all such as shall exist at the time of exchanging the 
ratifications of this treaty, shall be considered a« being within the 
provisions, intent and meaning of this article. 

Article vm. 

It is further agreed. That the commissioners mentioned in this and 
in the two preceding articles shall be respectively paid ii^ such a man- 
ner as shall be agreed between the two parties ; such agreement be- 
ing to be settled at the time of the exchange of the ratifications of 
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Ihfs treaty. And all otber expences attending the said commisnonf 
•hall be defrayed jointly by the two parties, . the same being previ- 
ously ascertained and allowed by the majbrity of the commisdoners. 
And in the case of death, sickness, or necessary absence, the place 
of every such commissioner respectively shall be supplied in the same 
manner as such commissioner was first appointed, and the new com- 
^mfissioner shall take the same oath or affirmation, and do the same 
duties. 

Article ix. 

It is agreed, that Brithb subjects, who now hold lands in the ter« 
ritories of the United States 9 and American citizens, who now bold 
lands in the dominions of his majesty, shall continue to hold them 
according to the nature and tenure of their respective states and 
titles therein ; and may grant, sell, or devise the same to whom they 
please, in like manner as if they were natives $ and that neither they, 
nor their heirs or assigns, shall) so far as may respect the said lands^ 
and the legal remedies incident thereto, be regavded as aliens. 

Article x. 

Neither the debts due from individuals of the one nation to indi- 
viduals of the other, i>or shares, nor monies, which they may have in 
the public funds, or in the public or private banks, shall ever, in any 
event of war or national differences, be sequestered or confiscated^ 
it being unjust and impolitic that debts and engagements contracted 
and made by individuals having confidence in each other, and in their 
respective governments, should ever be destroyed or impaired by 
national authority, on account of national differences and discontents. 

Article xi. 

It is agreed between his majesty and the United States oi America^ 
that there shall be a reciprocal and entirely perfect liberty of naviga- 
tion and commerce between their respective people, in the manner* 
under the limitations, and on the conditions specified in the following 
articles. 

V Article xir. 

His majesty consents, that it shall and may be lawful, dunng-the 
time hefieinafcer limited, for the citizens of the United States to carr^r 
to any of his majesty's islands and ports in the W^est Indies from the 
United States t in their own vessels, not being above the burthen of 
seventy tons, any goods or merchandizes, being of the growth, ma- 
nufacture or produce of the said States* whic^ it is or may be lawful 
to carry to the said islands of ports from the said States in British 
vessels ; and that the said American vessels shall be subject there to 
Ho other or higher tonnage duties or charges than shall be payable Uy 
British vessels m the ports of the United States ; and that the cargoes 
of the said American vessels shall be subject there to no other or 
higher duties or charges than shall be payable on the like articles, if 
imported there from the said States in British vessels. 

And his majesty also consents, that it shall be lawful for tl^e said 
American citizens to purchase, load, and carry away, in their said 
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feiiels, to the Vnited StaUs^ from the said ialandftind portt, all sucAi 
articles^ being of the growdiy manufacture, or produce of the said 
islands, as may now by law be carried from thence to the said Statei 
in British vesselsi and Subject only to the same duties and charges on 
ejLportation to which British vessels and their cargoes are or shall be 
Subject in similar circumstances. 

Provided always, That the said American vessels do carry and land, 
their cargoes in the United States only, it being expressly agreed and 
declared, that during the (Continuance of this article, the United Statex 
will prohibit and restrain the carrying any melasses, sugar, coffee, 
cocoa or cotton, in American vessels, either from his majesty's islands 
pr from the United States^ to any part of the world, ejEcept the United 
States^ reasonable sea stores excepted. 

Provided also. That it shall and may be lawful, during the same 
period, for JBri/ij^ vessels to import from the said islands into the 
United Stata 9 and to export from the United States to the said island s, 
all articles whatever, being of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of the said islands, or of the United States respectively, which now 
may, by the laws of the said States ^ be so imported and exported^ 
And that the cargoes of the said British vessels shall be subject to no 
other or higher duties or charges than shall be payable on the same 
articles, if so imported or exported in American vessels* 

It is agreed that this article, and every matter and tfiing therein 
contained, shall cofitinue to be in force during the continuance o( 
the war in which his majesty is now engaged ; and also for two years 
from and after the day of the signature of the preliminary or othtff 
articles of peace by woich the same may be terminated. 

And it is further agreed. That, at the expiration of the said term, 
Jthe two contracting parties will endeavour further to regulate theix" 
commerce in this respect, according to the situation in which hit 
majesty may then find himself with respect to the West Indi^s^ and 
^th a view, to such arrangements as may best conduce to the mutual 
^vantage and extension of commerce. 

And the said parties will then also renew their discussions, and eq««. 
deavour to agree, whether in any or what cases neutral vessels shall, 
protect enemy's property ; and in. what cases, provisions and other 
articles, not generally contraband, may become such. But, in the 
mean time, their conduct towards each other in these respects shall 
be regulated by the articles hereinafter inserted on those subjects. 

Article xiii. 

His majesty consents that the vessels belonging to the citiaefis of 
the United States of America shall be admitted and hospitably received 
in all the sea- ports and harbours of the British territories in the East- 
Indies* And that the citizens of the said United States may freely 
carry on a trade between the said territories and the said United States 
in all articles, of which the importation or exportation respectively to 
or from the said territories shall not be entirely prohibited. Pro- 
vided only, that it shall not be lawful for them, in any time of war 
between the British government and any other powci or state what- 
ever, to export ftom the said territories, without the special permis- 
tion of the British government there, any military store* or naval 
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stores^ or rice. The citizens of the United States shall pay for thrfr 

vessels, when admitted into the said ports, no other or higher ton- 

hage duty than shall be payable on British vessels when admitted 

.into the ports of the United States. And they shall pay no other or 

higher duties or charges on the importation or exportation of the 

cargoes of the said vessels than shall be payable on the same articles 

when imported or exported in British vessels. But it is expressly 

..agreed, that the vessels of the United States shall not carry any of the 

articles exported by them from the said British territories to any port 

^ or place) except to some port or place in America^ where the same 

) shall be unladen ; and such regulations shall be adopted by both par- 

► ties as shall, from time to time, be found necessary to enforce the due 

.And faithful observance of this stipulation. 

. It is also understood, that the permission granted by this article in 
not to extend to allow the vessels of the United States to carry on any 
part of the coasting trade of the said British territories ; but vessels 
going with their original cargoes', or part thereof, from one port of 
discharge to another, are not to be considered as carrying on the coast- 
ing trade. Neither is this article to be construed to allow the citi- 
zens of the said States to settle or reside within the said territories, or 
to go into the interior parts thereof, without the permission of the 
British government established there ; and if any transgression should 
l)e attempted against the regulations of the British government in this 
respect, the observance of the same shall and may be enforced against 
^ the citizens of America^ in the same manner as against British 8ubiects» 

or others trangressing the same rule. And the citizens of the United 
States^ whenever they arrive in any port or harbour in the said terri- 
tories, or if they should be permitted, in manner aforesaid, to go to 
any other place therein, shall always be subject to the laws, govern- 
ment, and jurisdiction of whatever nature established in suchharbour, 
port, or place, according as the same may be: the citizens of the 
United States may also touch, for refreshment, at the island of 5>, 
Helena^ but subject, in all respects, to such regulations as the Britij-Jk 
government may from time to time establish there. 

Article xiv. 

ft 

, There shall be- between all the dominions of his majesty in Europe^ 
and the territories of the United States, a reciprocal and perfect liberty 
of commerce and navigation. The people and inhabitants of the 
two countries respectively shall have liberty freely and securely, and 
« without hindrance and molestation, to come with their ships and car- 
goes to the lands, countries, cities, ports, places and rivers, within 
the dominions and territories aforesaid, to enter into the same, to re- 
port there, and to remain and reside there, without any limitation of 
timer also to hire and possess houses and warehouses for the pur- 
poses of their commerce, and generally, the merchants and traders 
on each side shall enjoy the most complete protection and security 
for their commerce, but subject always, as to what respects this arti- 
cle, to tlic laws and statutes of the two countries respectively. ~. 

Article xv. 
It is agreed that oo other or higher duties shall be paid by the shrps 
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t)r tnei-cfia^diz^ of the one part7 in the ports of the other, thati sfich: 
as are paid by the like vessels or merchandize of all other nations. Nor 
shall any other or higher duty be imposed in one country on the im- 
portation of any articled, the growth, produce, or manufacture ofthef 
other, than are or shall be payable on the importation of the like ar» 
ttclesy being of the growth, produce, or manufacture of any other 
foreign country. Nor shall any prohibition be imposed on the ex- 
portation or importation of any articles to or from the territories of 
the two parties respectively, which shall not equally extend to all 
other nations. 

But the ^r/ftj>& government reserves to itself the right of imposing 
on -<^»«tfr/f^/r vessels entering mio i\ie British i^ortsxn Europe a tonnage 
duty equal to that which shall be payable by British vessels in thcf 
ports ox America; and also such duty as may be adequate to coun- 
tervail the difference of duty now payable on the importation of Bu" 
ropean and Aiiatic goods when imported into the United States in 
British or in American Vessels. 

Th^ two parties agree to treat for the more exact equalization of 
the duties on the respective navigation of their subjects nnd people in 
8juch manner as may be itiost beneficial to the two countries. The 
arrangements for this purpose shall be made at the same time with 
those mentioned at the conclusion of the twelfth article of this treaty, 
and are^to be considered as a part thereof. In the interval, it itf 
agreed, that the tjnited States will riot impose any new or additional 
tonnage duties on British vessels, nor increase th6 now subsisting 
difference between the duties payable on the importation of any ar- 
ticles in British or in American vessels. 

Article xVi- 

It shall be free for the two contracting parties respestively to ap- 
point consuls for the protection of trades, to reside in the dominions 
and territories aforesaid ; and the said consuls shall enjoy those liber- 
ties and rights which belong to them by reason of^^their function. 
But before any 'consul shall act as such, he shall be in the Usual formt 
approved and admitted by the party to whom he is^ent ; and it is 
hereby declared to be lawful and proper, that in case of illegal or im- 
proper conduct towards the laws or government, a Consul may' 
either be punished according to law. If the laws will fea:Ch the case^ 
or be dismissed, or even sent back, the offendeti government assign- 
ing to the other their reasons for the sam^^ 

Either of the parties may except from the residence of Consuls such 
particular places as such party shall judge proper to be so excepted. 

Article xvh. 

It is agreed, That in all cases where vessels shall be captured or de- 
tained on jast suspicion of having on board enemy's pfoperty, or of 
carrying to the enemy any of the articles which are contraband of 
in^ar, the said vessel shall be brought to the nearest or most conve- 
nient port ; and if any property of an enemy should be found on 
board such vessel, that part only which belongs to the enemy shall 
be made prize, and the vessel shall be at liberty to proceed with the 
fcmainder without any impediment. And it is agreed that all pro* 
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]^ meuures shall be taken to prevent ddsLji in deciding tbe cases of 
ships o* cargoes so brought in for adjudication ; and in the payment 
or recovery of any indemnification adjudged or ag^reed to be paid to 
the maiters or owners of such ships. 

Article xviii. 

In order to regulate what is in future to be esteemed contraband of 
War, it is agreed^ that under the said denomination shall be comprised 
all arms and implements serving for the purposes of war, by land or 
by sea, such as cannoui muskets, mortars, petards, bombs, granadoes, 
carcasses, saucisses, carriages for cannon, muskets, rests, bandolierSf 
gunpowder, match, saltpetre, ball, pikes, swords, head-pieceSf 
ciurasces, balberts, lances, javelins, horses, horse-furniture, holsters^ 
Velts, and generally, all other implements of war ; as also timber for 
ship- building, tar or rosin, copper in sheets, sails, hemp and cordag^e^ 
kad generally, whatever may serve directly to the equipment of vessele^ 
tmwrought iron, and fir planks only excepted ; and all the above arti- 
cles arc hereby declared to be just objects of confiscation, whenever 
they are attempted to be carried to an enemy. 

And whereas the difficulty of agreeing on the precise cases in which 
alone provisions and other aiticles, not generally contraband, may be 
regarded as such, renders it expedient to provide against the inconve- 
niencitts and misunderstandings which might thence arise : it is fur- 
ther agreed, that whenever any such articles so becoming contraband, 
according to. the existing laws of nations, shall for that reason be 
seized^ the same shall not be confiscated, but the owners thereof shall 
be speedily and completely indemnified ; and the captors, or. in their 
default, the government under whose authority they act, shall pay to 
the masters or owners of such vessel t^ie full value of all articles^- 
v/ith a reasonable mercantile profit thereon, together with the freight, 
and also the demurrage incident to such detention. 

Andr whereas it frequently happens, that vessels sail for a port or 
place belonging to an enemy, without knowing that the same is either 
besieged,. blockaded, or invested; it is agreed, that every vessel so 
circumsfaoced may be turned away from such port or place, but she 
shall not be detained, nor her cargo, if not contraband, be confiscated^ 
unless, after notice, she shall again attempt to enter : but she shall 
be permitted to go to any other port or place she may think proper j 
nor shall any vessel or goods of either party, that may have entered 
into such port or place before the same was besieged, blockaded, or 
invested by the other, and be found therein after the reduction or sur- 
render of such place, be liable to confiscation, but shall be restored to~ 
the owners or proprietors thereof. 

Article xix. 

And that more abundant care be taken for the security of the rc» 
tpective subjects and citizens of the contracting parties, and to pre- 
vent their suffering injuries by the men of war or privateers of either 
party, all commanders of ships of war and privateers, and all other» 
the said subjects and citizens, shall forbear doing any damage to those 
of the other party, or committing any outrag<,' against them ; and if* 
they act to the contrary they shall be punished, and shall also be 
{^ound in their persons and estates to niake satisfaction and repara* 
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Hon for all damages, and the interest thereof, of whatever nature tfat 
^said damages Qiay be. 

For 'this cause all commanders of privateers, before they receive 
their commissions, shall hereafter be.oUiged to give before a competent 
judge sufficient security by at least two responsible sureties, who. 
have no interest in the said privateer, each of whom, together with 
the said commander, shall be Jointly and severally bound in the sum 
of fifteen hundred pounds sterling; or if such ship be provided with 
above one hundred and fifty seamen or soldiers, in the sum of three 
thousand pounds sterling, to satisfy all damages and injuries which 
the said privateer, or officers or men, or- any of them, may do or 
commit during their cruize, contrary to the tenor of this treaty, or tQ 
the laws and instructions for regulating thdr conduct ; and further* 
that in all cases of aggressions the said commissions shall be revoked 
and annulled. 

It is also agreed, that whenever a judge of a court of admiralty of 
either of the parties shall pronounce sentence against any vessel or 
goods or property belonging to the subjects or citizens of the other 
party, a formal and duly authenticated copy of all the proceedings in 
the cause, and of the said sentence, shall, if required, be delivered to 
the commander of the said vessel without the smallest delay} he pay- 
ing all legal fees and demands nr the same* 

Article xx. 

It ts further agreed. That both the said contracting parties shall not 
' ^only r^se to receive any pirates into any of their ports, havens, or 
towns* or permit any of their inhabitants to receive, protect, harbour^ 
conceal, or assist them in any manner, bat will bring to condign* 
punishment all such inhabitants as -shall be guilty of such acts or 
offences. 

And all their ships, with the goods or merchandizes taken by them, 
and brought into the port of either of the said parties, shall be seized 
as far as they can be discovered, and shall be restored to the owners* 
or the factors or agents duly deputed and authorized in writing by 
them (proper evidence being shewn in the court of admiralty for 
proving the property) even in case such effects should have passed 
into other hands by sale, if it be proved that the buyers knew, or had 
good reason to believe or suspect that they had been piratically 
taken. 

Article xxu 

It is likewise agreed, that the subjects and citizens of the two 
nations shall not do any acts of hostility^ or violence against eac^ 
other, nor accept commissions or instructions so to act from any ib« 
rdgn prince or state, enemies to the other party ; nor shall the ene« 
mies of one of the parties be permitted to invite, or endeavour ta 
enlist in the military service any of the subjects or citizens of th6 
other party ; and the laws against all such offences and aggressions 
thall be punctually executed. And if any subject or citizen of the 
said parties respectively shall accept any foreign commission, or let:* 
Un df ^marju^ for arming any vessel to act as a privateer ^^9xn$t the 
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6ther party, and be taken by the other party, it is hereby declared to 
be lawful for the said party to treat and punish the said subject or 
citizen, having such commission or letters of marque, as a pirate. 

Article xxii. 

It is expressly stipulated that neither of the said contracting partiet 
will order or authorize any acts of reprisal against the pther, on com-* 
plaints of injuries or damages, until the said p<)rty shall first have pre- 
sented to the other a statement thereof, verified by competent proof 
;ind evidence, and demanded justice and satisfaction, and the same 
shall either have been refused or unreasonably delayed. 

Article xxiii. 

The ships of war of each of th^ contracting parties shall, at all 
times, be hospitably received in the ports of the other, the officers 
and crews paying due respect to the laws and government of the 
country. The officers shall be treated with that respect which is due 
to the commissions which they bear ; and if any insult should be offer- 
ed to them by any of the inhabitants, all offenders in this respect shall 
be punished as disturbers of -the peace and amity between the twro 
countries^ And his majesty consents, that in case an American vessel 
should by stress of weather, danger from enemies, or other misfor- 
tunes, be reduced to the necessity of seeking shelter hi any of his 
majesty's ports, into which such vessel could not in ordinary cases 
-claim to be admitted, she shall, on manifesting that necessity to the 
satisfaction of the government of the placet, be hospitably received aad 
permitted to refit, and to purchase at the market price such neces- 
saries as she may stand in ueed of,- conformably to such orders and- 
regulations as the government of the place, having respect to circum- 
stances of eachfase, shall prescribe. She shall not be allowed to break 
bulk or unload her cargo. Unless the same shall be bond fide necessary 
to her being refitted ; nor shall she be permitted to sell any part of her 

* cargo, unless so much only as may be netessary to defray her ex- 
pences, and then not without the express permission of the govern- 
ment of the place ; nor shall she be obliged to pay any duties what- 
ever, except only on such articles as she may be permitted to sell for 
the purpose aforesaid. 

Article xxiv. 

It shall not be lawful for any foreign privateers (not being subjects 
or citizens of either of the said parties) who have commissions from 

* any other prince or state in enmity with either nation^ to arm their 
ships in the ports of either of the said parties, nor to sell what they 
have taken*, nor in any other manner to exchange the same ; nor 
shall they be allowed to purchase more provisions than shall be ne- 
cessary for their going to the nearest port of that prince or state from 

* whom they obtained their commissions. 

Article xxv. 

It shall be lawful for the ships of war and privateers, belonging to 
jthe said parties respectively, to caity whithersoever they please tl|^ 
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fhips and goods taken from their enemies^ without being obliged to 
jjay any fee to the officers of the admiralty, or to any judges whatever; 
nor shall the said prizes, when they arrive at and enter the ports of 
the said parties, be detained or seized, neither shall the searchers or 
other officers of those places visit such prizes (except for the purpose 
of preventing the carrying of any part of the cargo thereof oa 
shore, in any manner contrary to the established laws of revenue, na- 
vigation, or commerce,) nor shall such officers take cognizance of the 
validity of such prizes ; but they shall be at liberty to hoist sail, and 
depart as speedily as may be, and carry their .said prizes tp the place 
mentioned in their commissions or patents, which the commanderf 
of the said ships of war or privateers shall be obliged to shew. 

No shelter or refuge shall be given in their ports to such as have 
made a prize upon the subjects or citizens of either of the said parties ; 
but if forced by stress of weather of the dangers of the sea to enter 
therein, particular care shall be takeq to hasten their departure, and 
to cause them to. retire as soon as possible. Nothing in this treaty 
contained shall, however, be construed to operate contrary to the 
former and existing public treaties with other sovereigns or states : but 
the two parties^agree, that while they continue in amity, neither of 
th«m will in future make any treaty that shall'be inconsistent with* 
this or the preceding article. 

' Neither of the said parties shall permit the ships or goods belong- 
ing to the subjects or citizens of the other to be taken within cannon 
jthot of the coast, nor in any of the bays, ports, or rivers of their ter« 
ritories, by ships of war, or others having commission from any 
prince, republic, or state whatever. But in case it should so happen, 
the party whose territorial rights shall thus have been violated shall 
use bis utmost endeavours to obtain from the offending party full and 
ample satisfaction for the vessel or vessels so taken^ whether the 
same be Vedsels of w'ar or merchant vessels. 

Article xxvu 

If at any time a rupture should take place (which God forbid) 
between his majesty and the United States f the merchants and others 
of each of the two nations residing in the dominions of the othery 
shall have the privilege of remaining and continuing their trade so 
long as they behave peaceably, and Commit no offence against the 
laws ; and in case their conduct should render them suspected, and 
the respective Jjovcrnments should think proper to order them to re- 
move, the term of twelve months, from the publication of the order, 
shall be allowed them for that purpose, to remove with their familieS| 
effects and property ; but this favour shall not be extended to those 
who shall act contrary to the established laws : and for greater cer- 
tainty it is declared, that such rupture shall not be deemed to exist 
■while negociations for accommodating differences shalt be depending, 
nor until the respective ambassadors or ministers, if such there shall 
^e, shall be recalled or sent home on account of such >difierences, and|, 
not on account of personal misconduct, according to the nature and 
degrees of which both parties retain their rfgbts, either to request 
|b^ r^callf. or immediately to send home the ambassador or mjoistcp 
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i>f tlie other ; and that '.without prejadice to their mutual frkftdthlfT 
And good understanding. 

Article xxvii. 

It 16 further agreed, That his majesty and the United States^ on ma« 
tual requisitions by them respectively, or by their respective mtnisters« 
or officers authorized to make the same, will deliver up to justice all 
persons, v^ho being charged with murder or forgery, committed with- 
in thejurisdiction of either, shall seek an asylum within any of the 
countries of the other, provided that this shall only be done on such 
evidence of criminality, as, according to the laws of th^ place where 
the fugitive or person so charged shall be found, would justify his 
apprehension and commitment for trials if the offence had there been 
.committed. The expence of such apprehension and delivery shall be 
borne and defrayed by those who make the rcqui^tion and receive 
the fugitive. 

Article xxviii. 

It is agreed that the first ten articles of this treaty shall be permao 
ti^nt) and that the subsequent articles, except the twelfth, shall be 
limited in their duratipn to twelve years, to be computed from the 
day on which the ratifications of this treaty shall be exchanged, but 
Dubject to this condition : — ^That whereas the said twelCth article will 
expire, by the limitation therein contained, at the end of two yeara 
from tl^e signing the preliminary or other articles of peace which shall 
terminate the present war in which his majesty is engaged ; it is agreed, 
that proper measures shall by concert be taken for bringing the sub- 
ject of that article into amicable treaty and discussion, so early before 
the expiration of the said term, as that new arrangements on that 
bead may by that time be perfected, and ready to take place. But 
if it should unfortunately happen, that his majesty and the United 
iStates should not be able to agree on such new arrangements, in that 
case all the articles of this treaty, except the first ten, shall then cease 
and exph-e together. 

Lastly, 1 his treaty, when the same shall have been ratified by hit 
majesty, and by the president of the United Statej^ by and with the 
advice and consent of their senate, and the respective ratifications mu- 
tually exchanged, shall be binding and obligatory on his majesty, and 
on the said States ^ and shall be by them respectively executed and 
observed with punctuality, and the most sincere regard to good faith. 
And, whereas it will be expedient, in order the better to facilitate in- 
lercourse and obviate difficulties, that other articles be proposed and 
added to this treaty, which articles, from want of time and other 
circumstances, cannot now be perfected, it is agreed, that the said 
parties will, from timeto time, readily treat of and concerning sucb 
articles, and will sincerely endeavour so to fbrm them, as that the/ 
may conduce to mutual convenience, and tend to promote mutual 
fatisfaction and friendship ; and that the said articles, after having been 
duly ratified, shall be added to, and make part of this treaty. 

In faith whereof. We, the undersigned ministers plenipotentiary of 
)us majesty the king of Great BritaiM 9Xid the Uuited Sttues oiAm€ru0f 
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hare ^gned this present treaty, and have caused to be affixed thereto 
the sccd of our arms. 

Done at Londonj this ninetcf'nth day of Novemherf one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four* 

Grenville. (If. S.) 
John Jay. (L, S.) 

Sm, PbHadelpbta, Sept. 5, 1793. 

I AM honoured with yours of August 30. Mine of the 7th of that 
month assured you, that measures were taken for exduding from all 
further asylum m our ports vessels armed in them to cruize on nations 
with which we are a^ peace, and for the restoration of the prizes, the 
Lovely Lass, Prince William Henry, and the Jane, of Dublin ; and 
that should the measures for restitution fail in their effect, the pre- 
sident 'considered it as incumbent on the United States to make com* 
pensation for the vessels. 

We are bound by our treaties with three of the belligerent nations, 
by all the means in, our power, to protect and defend their vessels an4 
effects in our ports or waters, or on the seas near our shores, and tor 
recover and restore the same to the right owners when taken from 
them. If all the means in our power are used, and fail in their effect^ 
we are not bound by our treaties with thoise nations to make com- 
pensation. 

Though we have no similar treaty with Grettt Sritai^y Tt was the 
opinion of tlie president, that we should use towards that nation the 
same rule, which, under this article, was to govern us with the other 
nations ; and even to extend it to captures made on the high seas^ 
and brought into our ports, if done by vessels which had been armed 
within them. 

liaving, for particular reasons, forbore to use all the means in our 
power for the restitution of the three vessels mentioned in my letter 
of August 7th, the president thought it incumbent on the United 
States to make compensation for them. And though nothing was said 
in that letter of other vessels taken under like circumstances, and 
brought in after the 5th af Juney and before the date of that letter^ 
yet,^when the same forbearance had taken place, it was and is his 
OpinioBt that compensation would be ecjually due. 

As to prizes made under the same circumstances, and brought in 
after the date of that letter, the president determined, that all the 
means in our power should be used for their restitution. If these 
fail, as we should not be bound by our treaties to make compensation 
to the other powers in the analogous case, he did not mean to give an 
opinion that it ought to be done to Great Britain* But still, if any 
^ase shall arise subsequent to that date, the circumstances of which 
shall place them on similar ground with those before it, the president 
would think compensation equally incumbent on the United States, 

Instructions are given to the governors of the different states, to 
use all the means in their power for restoring prizes of this last de. 
scriptipn found within their ports ; though they will of course take 
j^asi^res to pQ inforped pf thoui and the general government hai 
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' fircn them tYie aid of the customhouie officers for this purpose 

yet you will he Rcnsible of the importance of multiplying the chan* 

i nels of their information, as far as shall depend on yourself, or any 

person under your direction, in order that the governors may use the 

' • ' means in their power for making restitution. 

Without knowledge of the capture they cannot restore it. It would 

I always behest to give the notice to them directly ; but any informa- 

tion which you shall be pleased to send to me also at any time shall 
be forwarded to them as quickly as distance will permit. 

Hence you will perceive, sir, that the president contemplates resti- 
tution or compensation in the cases before the 7th of Augujt ; and 
after that date, restitution, if it can be effected by any means in our 
power : and that it will be important that you should substantiate 
the fapt, that such prizes are in our ports or waters. 

Your list of the privateers illicitly armed in our ports is,"*! believe, 
con-ect. 

With respect to losses by detention, waste, or spoliation, sustained 
by vessels taken as before-mentioned, between the dates of June 5th 
and August li\\y it is proposed, as a provisional measure, that the col- 
lector of the customs of the distr^ict, and the British consul, or any 
other person you please, shall appoint persons to establish the value 
of the vessel and cargo at the time of her capture, and of her arrival 
in the port into which she is brought, according to their value in that 
port. If this shall be agreeable to you, and you will be pleased to 
signify it to me, with the names of the prizes understood to be of this 
description, instructions will be given accordingly to the collectors of 
the customs where the respective vessels are. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

( Signed ) THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

. Additional Article. 

IT is further agreed between the said contracting parties, that the 
operation of so much of the twelfth article of the said treaty as re^ 
spects the trade, which his said majesty thereby consents may be 
carried on between the United States and his islands in the West Indies^ 
m the manner and on the terms and conditions therein specified, shall 
be suspended. 

WE therefore, by virtue of these presents, do approve and ratify 
the said treaty, together with the said additional article, as the same 
are respectively «et forth in this instrument of ratification; promising 
and engaging our royal word, that we will faithfully and religiously 
perform and observe all and singular the things agreed upon in this 
treaty, and that we will not suffer the same to be violated by any 
pne, as far as lies in our power. For the greater testimony and va- 
lidity whereof, we have caused our great seal to be affixed to these 
presents, which we have signed with our royal hand. 

Given at our court at St, James* s^ the twenty-eighth day of Or/o^, 
one thousand seven bundled and ninety-five, in the thirty- sixtlji 
year of our reign* 
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Ratification of the Urtited States, 

George Wash i n gto n, president of the United States of 

America^ 

To all and singular to whom. these presents shall come^ greeting. 

WHEREAS a certain treaty of amity, commerce, and navigatioii 
l>etween the United States of America and his britannick majesty wai 
concluded and signed between their plenipotentiary the honourable 
yopn Jay^ chief justice of the United States ^ and their en voj extraor- 
dinary to his said majesty, and the plenipotentiary of his Jsri/^^rii/fil 
majesty, the right honourable Wtliiam Wyndbam^ Baron Grewville of 
Wottoth one of his majesty's privy council, and his majesty's secretary 
pf state for foreign affairs, at London^ on the nineteenth day ofNovem^ 
ber^ in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four ; which treaty is word for word as follows ; to wit, 

^Here follows the treaty^ 

And whereas the senate of the United States did, by their, resolu- 
tion on the twenty-fourth day ofjune^ in the year of our Lord 1795 » 
{all tlie senators of the United States being then present, and two- 
thirds thereof concurring) ** consent to and advise the president of the 
•* United States to ratify the treaty of amity, commerce, and naviga- 
^* tion, between his Britannick majesty and the United States of 
.** America^ concluded at London the nineteenth day of November^ 
** 1794, on condition that there be added to the said treaty an article, 
** whereby it shall be agreed to suspend the operation of so much of 
** the twelfth article as respects the trade which his said majesty 
** thereby consents may be carried on between the United States and 
** his Islands iii the West Ijfdies, in the manner, and .on the terms and 
** conditions therein specified. 

And whereas it will satisfy, and be conformable with the said advice 
yand consent of the senate, if there be added to the said treaty an 
article in the following words, that is to say, 

ADDITIONAL ARTICLE. 

^ It ii Jiirther agreed between the said contracting parties, that the 
*• operation of so much of the twelfth article of the said treaty as 
*• respects the trade which his said majesty thereby consents may be 
•f carried on between the United States and his Islands in the WesS 
** IndieSf in the manner and on the terms and conditions therein 
■** specified, shall be suspended." 

Now, therefore, I George Was binfton^ president of the United States 
oi Americay having seen and considered the treaty and additional 
article aforesaid, do, in pursuance of the aforesaid advice and con- 
sent of the senate of the United States of America, by these presentSt 
ratify, accept, and confirm the said ti'eaty and the said additional aiti- 
clc, as the same are herein set forth. 

And I do moreover hereby declare, that the said treaty and the ^aid 
additional article form together one instrument, and are a treaty be - 
ffl^een t)ie. United State$ of Amrica and his BrOmnnick majesty, madt 
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hf tfie president of the United States ^ by and with the advice and coii» 
tent of the senate thereof. 

F6r the greater testimony and validity of all which, I have 
(Seah) caused the great seal of the United States of America to be 

affixed to these presents, and have signed the same with 

my hand. 

6iven at the city oi Pbiiadeipblas the fourteenth day of AugusU in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, and of the 
independence of the UmU4 Sutte/oi America the twentieth. 
(Signed) Geo. Washington. 

By the president of the United States bf America^ 

igned) £dm. Randolph, 

Secretary of State for the Unitei 
States ofAnuHctu 

HU Majesty's full Power. 

GEORGE Jt. 

GEORGE the third, by the Grace of God, King of Greai Britain^ 
France^ and Ireland^ Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunswick and 
JLunenhurgf arch-treasurer and prince elector of the holy Roman em- 
pire, ^r. To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting. W here- 
as, for the perfecting, confirming and rendering perpetual the peacef 
friendship and good understandhng between us and our good friends 
the United States of America f for adjusting and terminating ail subsist- 
ing differences and disputes, from whatever cause the same may have 
arisen < between us and the said United 'States ; or between our 
subjects and ,the people or inhabitants of the "said Statej; for re» 
Moving the grounds of future c^issensions, and for promoting and 
extending the mutual intercourse of trade and commerce between our 
dominions and the territories of the said United Statej 9 we have 
thought proper to invest some fit person with full powers on our part 
to confer,, treat and conclude with yoJbn Jayt esquire, the envoy ex- 
traordinary of the said United States ko our court, now residing at our 
said court, and duly authorized in that behalf on the part of the said 
United States. Now know ye, that we, reposing especial trust and 
confidence in the wisdom, loyalty, diligence and circumspection of 
our right trusty and well-beloved counsellor Vf^illiam Wjndbam% Baron 
Grenvilte of Wotton^ and our principal secretary of state for foreign 
affairs, have nominated, constituted and appointed, and by theso 
presents do nominate, constitute and appoint him our true, certain 
and undoubted commissioner, procurator and plenipotentiary ; giving 
and granting to him all and all manner of faculty, power and authori- 
ty, together with general as well as special orders (so as the general 
do not derogate from the special, nor on the contrary) for us and in 
our name to meet, confer, treat and conclude with the said minister, 
fumisbed with sufficient powers en the part of our said good friends 
the United States of America f of and concerning all such niatters and 
^ings ai vQ^j b^re^uisite aa4 uecessary for ^(^cQipplisbiD^ and coah 
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pleting the several ends and purposes herein before mentioned ; and 
aho for us And in o^r name to sign such treaty or treaties, conyentlon 
or conventions) or other instruments whatsoever, as may be agreed 
upon in the premises, and mutually t6 deliver and receive the same in 
exchange ; and to do and perform all such other acts, matters and 
things as may be any ways proper and conducive to the purposes 
abovementioned, in as full and ample form and manner, and with the 
like validity and effect as we ourself, if we were present, could do and 
perform the same ; engaging and promising on our royal word, that 
we will accept, ratify and confirm, in the most effectual manner, all 
such acts, matters and things as shall be so transacted and concluded 
by our aforesaid commissiooer, procurator and plenipotentiary* and 
that we will never suffer any person to violate the same, in the whole 
or any part, or to act contrary thereto. 

In testimony and confirmation of all which, we have caused our 
great seal of Great Britain to be affixed to these presents, signed with 
our royal hand. 

Given at our palace at St, Jameses the seventeenth day of Novem' 
^^r, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
jilnety.four, and in the thirty-fifth of our reign. 

Full Power of the United States. 

George Wash i n gton, president of the United States of 

AmericOf 

To all and singular whom these presents shall eoncern, greeting. 

KNOW ye, that, for the purpose of confirming between the United 
States of America and his Britannick majesty perfect harmony and 
a good correspondence, and of removing all grounds of dissatisfaction, 
and from a special trust and confidence in the integrity, prudence 
and abilities of John Jav^ chief justice of the United States^ I have 
nominated, and, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
appointed the said John Jay envoy extraordinary of the United States 
to his Britannick majesty, hereby giving and granting 'to him full and 
all manner of power and authority, as also a general and special com- 
mand, at the court of his said majesty, for and in the name of the 
United States, to meet and confer with the ministers, commissioners 
deputies of his said majesty, being furnished with sufficient autho« 
rity, whether singly and separately, or collectively and jointly, and 
-with them to agree, treat, consult and negociate of and concerning all 
matters and causes of difference subsisting between the United States 
and his said majesty, whether the same respect the inexecution or in- 
fraction of the armistice declaring a cessation of hostilities between 
the United States of America and his Britannick majesty, at VersaiiUs^ 
on the loth of January^ '783, or the definitive treaty. of peace made 
between the United States and his said majesty on the 3d of Septem- 
ber, 17S3, or the inftructions of his said majesty to his ships of war and 
privateers, of whatsoever date, but especially on the 8th of Junet, 
I793> th^ 6th of November, I793> and the 8th of January, 1794 j or 
restitution or compensation in the cases of capture or seiz ure made 
lof the property of the citizens of the United States by the said shipt 



( 9* )" 

of war and privateers, or retribution for the injuries received tbere- 
' from by any citizen of the United States : and also of and concerning 

the general commerce between the United States and the kingdoms 
and dominions of his Brltannick .majesty, wheresoever they may be ; 
to conclude and sign a treaty or treaties^ convention or conventions, 
touching the premises ; transmitting the same to the president of the 
United States of America for his final ratification, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate of the United States • 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United 
(L. S.) States to be hereunto affixed. Given under my hand, at 
the city of Philadelphia^ this sixth day of May^ one 
thousand seven 'hundred and ninety four, and of the in- 
dependence of the United States of Amtrica the eigh- 
j* teenth. 

(Signed) ^ Geo* Washingtok; 

By the president of the United States o^ America^ 

(Signed) JpnM. Randolfh^^ 

Secretary of State, 
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No. in. 

EXPLANATORY ARTICLE, signed at Philadelphia 
the 4th of May^ 1796, to be added to the TREATY of 
Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, between his Bri* 
tannick Majesty and the United States of America^ signed 
at London, the 19th of November y 1794. 

• WHEREAS by the third article of the treaty of amity, commerce, 
arid navigation, concluded at London on the nineteenth day of No» 
member, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- four, between hij • 
Britanikie majesty and the United States of America^ it was agf eed 
that it should at all times be free to his majesty's subjects, and to the 
citizens of the United States, and alao to the Indians dwelling on 
either side of th^ boundary line assijgned by the treaty of peace to the 
United States y freely to pass and repass, by land or inland navigation, 
into the respective territories and countries of the two contracting 
^parties, on the continent of J^meHca (the country within the lirpits of, 
the Hudson's Baj company only excepted), and to navigate all the 
lakes, rivers, and waters thereof, arid freely to carry on trade and 
commerce with each other, sul^ect to the provisions and limitations 
contained in the said article : And whereas by the eighth article of 
the treaty of peace and friendship, concluded at Gren'viile on the 
third day of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety five, 
between the United States and the nations or tribes of Indians called 
the Wyandots, Dela^ares, Sbaivanoes, Ottaffvas, Chippenvasy Puta<iva* 
iimies, Miamis, Eel Ri^ven W^eeas, Kickapoos, Piankasba<ws^ and Kas^ 
kaskiasj it was stipulated that no person should be permitted to reside 
at any of the towns or hunting camps of the said Indian tribes as a 
trader, who is not furnished with a licence for that purpbse under the 
authority of the United States ; which latter stipulation has excited 
doubts whether in its operation it may not interfere with the due 
execution of the said third article of the treaty of amity, commerce, 
and navigation ; and it being the sincere desire of his Britannick mx' 
jeSty Rud of the United States that this point should be so explained 
as to remove all doubts, and promote mutual satisfaction and friend- 
ship ; and for this purpose his Britannick majesty, having named for 
his commissioner Phineas Bond, esquire, his majesty's consul general 
for the middle and southern states of America, (and now his ma- 
jesty's charge d'affaires to the United States), and the president of the 
United Stages YiTLvm^ named for their commissioner TVwo/i&jp Pickering^i 
esquire, secretary of state of the United States, to whom, agreeably 
to the laws of the United States ^ he has entrusted this negociation } 
they the said commissioners, having communicated to each other their, 
full powers, have, in virtue of the same, and conformably to the spirit 
of the last article of the said treaty of. amity, commerce, and naviga- 
tion> entered into this explanatory articlCf and do by these preknts 
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explicitly agree and declare, that no stipulations in' atiy treaty, sub* 
sequently concluded by either of the contracting parties trith any 
<fther state or nation, or with any Indian tribe, can be understood 
to derogate in any manner from the rights of free intercourse and 
commerce, secured by the aforesaid third article of the treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation, to the subjects of his majesty and 
to the citizens of the United States^ ^nd to the Indians dwelling on 
cither side of the boundary line aforesaid ; but that all the said per- 
sons shall remain at full liberty freely to pass and repass, by land or 
inland navigation, into the respective territories and countries of the 
contracting parties on either side of the said boundary line; and 
freely to carry on trade and commerce with each other, according to 
the stipulations of the said third article of the treaty of amity, com- 
merce, and navigation. 

This explanatory article, when the same shall have been ratified by 
his majesty, and by the president of the United States by and with the 
advice and consent of their senate, and the respective ratifications 
mutually exchanged, shall be added to and make a part of the said 
treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, and shall be permanently 
binding upon his majesty and the United States* 

In witness whereof, we the said commissioners of his majesty the 
king of Great Britain and the United States of Americay have 
signed this present explanatory article, and thereto affixed our 
seals. Done at Philadelphia^ this fourth day of Mojf^ in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and nioety-fi^. 

JP. Bond. (L.S) Timothy Picki^rinc. (LSO 
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No. IV. 

Declaration ais to the Boundaries of iht River St, 

Croix. 

Thomas Bakclat, David Howell^ and Ec^ert Benson^ 
Commissioners, appointed in pursuance of the fifth Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navi* 
GATioN) between His Britannic Majesty and the United 
States of America y finally to decide the Question^ ** What 
River was tru)y intended under the name of the River 
St. Croix, mentioned in th^ Treaty of Peace, between His 
Majesty and the United States, and forming a part of the 
Boundary therein described/ 
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DECLARATION. 

WE the faid commifiioners having been fworn impartially to ex- 
amine and decide the faid queftion according to fuch evidence as 
ihould refpedively be laid before us, on the part of the Britiflj go- 
vernment and of the United States, and having heard the evidence 
which hath been laid before us by the agent of his majefty, and the 
agent of the United States refpedtively appointed, and authorized to 
manage the bufinefs on behalf of the refpedive governments — Hante 
decided, land hereby do decide the river hereinafter particularly de- 
fcribedy and mentioned to be the river truly liitended under the 
name of the river St. Croix, in the faid treaty of peace, and forming 
^ part of the boundary therein defcribed. That is to iay. The 
mouth of the faid river is in Paflamaquoddy Bay, at a point of land 
called Joe's Point, about one mile noithward from the northern part 
of St. Andrew's Ifland, and in the latitude of forty-five degrees five 
minutes and five feconds north, and in the longitude of fixty-feven de« 
grees, twelve minutes, and thirty feconds weft from the Royal Obfer* 
vatory at Greenwich in Great Britain, and three degrees fifty-four mi- 
nutes and. fifteen feconds eaft from Harvard College, in the Univerfity 
of Cambridge, in the State of Mafiachufetts. And the courfe of the faid 
river up from its faid mouth is northerly, to a point of land called the 
Devil's Head, then tummg, the faid point is wefterly , to where it divides 
into two ftreams, the one coming from the weftward, and the other 
coming from the northward, having the name of Chiputnatecook, or 
Chibnitcook, as the fame may be vanoufly fpelt, then up the faid ftream 
fo coming from the northward to its fource which is at a ftake near a 
yellow birch tree hooped with iron, and marked S. T. and I. H. 1797, 
by Samuel Titcomb, and John Harris, the furveyors employed to 
furvey the abovementioned ftream coming from the northward. 
And the faid river is defignated on the map hereunto annexed, and 
liereby referred to as further defcriptive (» it by the letters A. B. C. 
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D. £. F. G. H. I. K. and L. the letter A* being at its (aid montht and 
the letter L. being at its iaid iburce : and the courfe and diftance of 
the (aid fource from the Ifland» at the confluence of the abovemen* 
tioned two ftreams. is as laid down on the (kid map, north five 
degrees and about fifteen minutes^ weft by the magnet a^w^t 
forty-eight miles and one quarter. 

In teftimooyi whereof^ we h|ive hereunto fet our hands and feals at 
Prqridence^ in the State of Rhode Ifland, the twenty-fifth day of 
OSober, in the year one ^ouifn4 ^^ hundred and ninety-eight. 

Thomas BarclaV, (L. S.) 
David Howell, (L. S.) 
Egbert Benson, (L« S.) 

(Witnefs) Edward Winslow, 

« Setretaty to tbc Qmm^Mtrt, 
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No. V. ' 

To the Right Hon, Lord Hobart, one of His Ma- 
jtjitfs Principal Secretaries of State^ Sgc. S^c. 

^ Memorial and Petition of the Merebants and other Inhabitants 

o/ New BrwuwicJt, 

Humbly fhewcth, 

TBAT a^hr ti^ fcCfkmcrt of this province by the American 
loyalifts in the year Z7S3, its inhabitacts eagerly engaged in endea- 
vouring to Aipply with fiih and lumber the Britiih froneffions in the 
Weft Ilidies, and by their exertions they had, within the firft ten 
years, built ninety-three fquare-rigged velfels, and feventy-one floops 
and fchooners, which were prihcipally employed in that trade. There 
was the moft flattering profpedt that this trade would have rapidly 
encreafed, when the late war breaking out, the Governors of the 
Weft India iflands admitted, by proclamation, the ^vessels of the 
United States of America to fupply them tvith e^er^ thing they 
wanted ^ by which means the rifing trade of this province has been 
niaterially injured, and the enterprifing fpirit of its inhabitants fe- 
verely checked. For the citizens of the United States, having none 
of the/evils of war to encounter, are not fiibje<9t to the high rates of 
'infurance on their veffels and cargoes, nor to the great advance in 
the wagres of seamen, to which, by the imperious circumftances of 
the times, Britiih fubjefts are unavoidably liable. And being ad- 
mitted by proclamation, they are thereby exempt from a tranfieht 
and parochial duty of two and a half to 6ve per cent, exaded in the 
Weft India iflands from Britifli fubjeas. 

Admifiion into the Bntifli ports in the Wefl: Indies having been 
once obtained by the Americans, their government has fpared neither 
pains nor expence to increafc i}^€\x fijheriesy fo eflcntial to that trade. 
By granting a bounty %i nearly 20J. per ton on all veflels employed in 
the cod fifliery, they have induced numbers to turn their attention to 
that bufinefs, and now the principal part of the cod fiihery in the 
Bay of Fundy is engrofled by them. 

The county of Charlotte being feparated fron\ the United States 
only by a navigable river, the Americans have, under the fitniegoing 
advantages, been enabled to carry off annually (to be reflnpped for the 
Weft India market,) nearly three millions of feet of boards Qut in that 
part of this province, and alfo a large proportion of the fifli caught 
and cured by Britiih fubje^Ts in the Bay of Paflamaquoddyt 

Thefe difcoaragin^ circumftances have prevented the trade in fifli 
and lumber from this province to the Weft Indies from encreafing 
fince the year 1793, and would have totally annihilated it, had not the 
province pofleifed advantages in point of fituation fo favourable for 
that trade, as to enable its inhabitapts to continue the eftablifliments al- 
ready made for that purpofe. What thofe advantages arsi our 
memorialifts now beg leave to ftate to your Lordibip. 

H % 
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The fea coaft of this province abounds with cod and fcale fifli» md 
its rivers are annually vifited by immenfe Ihoals of herrings^ {had* and 
falmon. The numerous harbours along the coaft are moft conve* 
niently fituated for carrying on the cod (iflieryy which may be.profe* 
cpted to any extent imaginable. The herrings which frequent the 
rivers of this province are a fpectes peculiarly adapted for the Weft 
India market; being equally nutritious with the common herrings, 
andpoffefled of a greater degree of firmnelsy they are capable of 
being kept longer in a warm climate. In fuch abundance are they 
annually to be found, that the quantity cured can only be limited by 
iht infufficient number of hands employed in the bufinefs. 

The interior of this province^ as well as the parts bordering on the 
iea coaft^ is every where interfered by rivers, creeks, and lakes, on 
the margin of which, or at no great diftance from them, the country 
for the moft part is covered with inexhauftible forefts of pine, fpruce, 
birch, beech, maple, elm, fir, and other timber, proper for mafts of 
any fize, lumber, ^nd ihip-building* The fmaller rivers afford ex- 
cellent (ituations for faw-mills, and every ftreani, by the melting of 
the fnow in the fpring, is rendered deep enough to float down the 
mafts and lumber of every defcription, which the inhabitants have 
cut and brought to its banks, during the long andievere winters of 
this climate, when their agricultural purfuits are necefTarily fufpend* 
cd. The lands in the. interior of the province are generally excellenty 
and where cleared, have proved very produdive. 

Great advances have not hitherto been made in agriculture for 
want of a fufficiept number of inhabitants, yet within a few years 
there has remained, beyond our domeftic fupply, a conliderable fur- 
plus in horfes, falted proviiions, and butter, for exportation. And 
^our memorialifts look forward with confidence to a rapid increafe 
m the exports of thofe articles, for which the foil and clinute of this 
country are well adapted. 

Poffefling fo many local advantages, your memorialifts feel them- 
fclves warranted in ftating to your Lordfliip, that, were Mt the Anu' 
ficmns admitted into the Britiih ports in the Weft Indies, the fiflieries 
of this and the neighbouring colonies, if duly encouraged, would, 
with the regular fupply from the united kingdoms, fumijQi the 
Britiih Weft India iflands with all the fifli they would require. And 
th^t in a few years the fupply of lumber from this province, ^which 
already exceeds ten miltiofti of feet annually, would, with. the excep- 
tion or ftaves only, be equal to the demand in the faid iflands. And 
your memorialifts farther confidently ftate, that thefe provinces 
would furnifh fliipping" fufticient to carry from the United States all 
the flour, corn, and ftaves, which the Britifli Weft Indies would ftand 
rs^ need of beyond what the Canadian provinces could furnifh* 

During the peacj? from 1783 to 1793, American veflels were not 
admitted into the Britifh Weft India iflands, (the whol^ trade of 
thofe iflapds being carried on auring that period ih Britifli bottoms) 
and at no time have the fuppiies been n^ore abundant or more reafon- 
able. Were the Americans excluded from thofe iflands, tlus and 
^he neighbouring provinces could now furnifh a much larger propor- 
tio/i than formerly of the fuppiies required, and a rapid and pro- 
greflfive increafe might annually be expected. But fhould the^^AW' 
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ricans obtain hy ireaij a right to participate in that traJe, not only 
will the farther progreis of improvement in this province be mtemipt« 
edf but many of its moft induftrious inhabitants^ unable to procure 
afubiiftence here» will be urged to forego the bleffings !of the IMtifh 
oonftitution» to which thejr are moft fincerely and zealonllv attached* 
and to ieek for an eftabhflimcnt in the United States or America. 
That great advantages would refult to the Britiih nation from pro* 
▼Iding a fure and permanent fupply of thofe eflential articles for ita 
Weft India iflandsy independent of foreign afliftancey muft be ob- 
vious. The , inhabitants of thofe iflands, forming commercial eon» 
flexions onfy with their fiiiow fubjeSjf would continue the more 
unalterably attached in their dutiful affedion and loyalty to the 
parent ftatc ; and there would be the lefs reafon to dread the confe« , 
quences of any mifunderftanding that might hereafter arife between 
Great Britain and the United States of America. The introdudlbti 
into the Weft Indies of oontrabadd articles^ particularly teas, and all 
kinds of B;^ India naanufedures* (a traffic irhich the Americans now 
carry on to an enormous eictent) would thereby be checked, and the 
whole benefitof the trade of thofe iflands fecured to Britifh fubjeds. 
If thus »ded and fupported agsunft the views of the Americantf^ the 
trade of tii^ nor&em provinces would fpeedily acquire new and 
increafing vigour, and (wnich may be an important /coniideration,) 
faon render them valuable nurferies of feamen for the Britifh navy» 
that grand iiBCority to the conunerce and profperity of bis majeftjrs, 
kingdoms and colonies. 
Your memorialiftstherefone moft humbly pray^ ftc 

Saint John, New Bjnuiswick» Uth Msy, 18(Mr . 
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No. VI. 

To the Right Honourable LordHohartyoneofllis 
' Mqjejiy^s principal Secretaries of St ate ^ Sge. Sfc. 

The Petition oft be Merchants f mnd other Inhabitants of Bali/ax y in fjiie 

Province o/Nova Scotia, - - 

Humbly {heweth> 

THAT the trade of this provinceiarifes principally from the fiib 
caught on its coafUt great quantities of ivhich are 'exported annuaHy 
by. your petitjaufi^s to the Weft India iflands* That in the purfutt of 
this commerqe» your petitioners are : riyaUed. by the dttzens of tbe 
American Stai,e8» to whom the ports of thofe iil^ds are eter open* 
apd whoafe exempt from duti^.and other expences. %o'whi(^ yoiir 
petitioners, are liable. . Your petitioners h^vjo hear^i that in thelea* 
iflingncgociation^. relative to ^hc twelfth article of the tfciatyrwith- 
America,, the Americans aim at » further exienfion of the&r Ijsadle with 
llieBritiCh Weft India i^ands, which^ if obtained, would iHt«rl)t< ruin 
the already declining fiiheries of the Britiih colonies^ whence the na- 
iTon has long deriyed much wealth, and its navy a fu^ly of -hardy 
ieameiT. 

That the coafts of this province^ as well as^the Gulph of St. Lauf«noe> 
and the iflands of KewfoUndland and Cape Breton, abound with fi(h 
of the moft valuable forts, fo that with encouragement tbefe colbnies 
would fatisfy, to its utmoft extent, the demand of tbe Weft India 
iflands for dry and pickled fifli* 

Your petitioners, therefore, moft humbly pray, that your Lord- 
ihip, and his majefty's other minlfters, would take the premifes, and 
the annexed memorial, into confideration, and would proted the trade 
and fiiheries of his Majefty's fubjeds in thefe colonies, againft the 
views of the Americans, by granting to the Britiih colonifts the ex« 
clufiye privilege of fupplying their fellow fubjedts in the Weft Indies 
with the article of £(h caught on the coafts of North America. 

(Signed) William Saiatier, 

miliam Smith; 
George Grnffiey 
James Fraferf 
William Ljottp 

Ccmimittee appointed by the Merchants, and other 
inhabitants of Halifax, Mota toHia. 

HaUfiuc, Nova Sootis, March 23d, 1804. 



^ ( 108 ) 






o 









r J -A 



Memorial and Statement of the Case referred to in the annexed 

Petition. 



£ AS eveiy Britifli Province and Ifland in tfaefe northern dimates 

^ -i9 individuaihr able to fumifh the Weft India Illandt with feme eflen* 

tial article of confttmption» which in whole» or in pait» is deficient 
in oth^rsy tiie Petitionera^ in the fbllbwing ftatement, have extended 
•i^ their obfertations beyond the Umita of the fingle Province in which 

iS theyrefide. 

The Weft India Iflanda reqttire to be fupptied vnth the undermen*. 
tioned articles, viz* 

From the J^heriej»---Dtkd cod fiib» barrel or pickled fifli, viz. fal- 

mon, herring (of various fpecies), and roackarel and oil. ' . 

I^r^.'^lAimbetf viz* fquared timber, fcantling, planks and boardiy 

fhingles, clapboards, hoops, and oak ftaves. 
j^rrietiitutt^'^iknhB and flour, Indian com and menl, p6rk, beefy 
butter, cheeie» potatoes, and .onions ; live ftock, viz* horieSy.ozeBy 
hogs, flieep^ and poultry. 
Minew^osiU* ' , 

Of thefe articles, the following are prodnced'by the feveral cola* 
nies. — ^New Brunfwick produces, m the greateft abundance, lumber 
of every kind, except oak ftaves; it yields already many of the fmaller 
articles which ferve to complete a cargo,- and its fhores abound with 
various fiih fit for pSckling. Nova* Scotia produces lumber of all 
forts, except oak ftaves, biit in a lefler degree tJban New Brunfwick; 
horfes, oxen, fhcep, and all the :othdr produ^tons of agriculture, ex- 
cept wheat and Indian corn ; the Eaftem and Northern parts of the» 
Province abound in coal, and its whole coaft yields inexhauftible 
quantities of cod fiOi, and others fit for piclding. 
' CfK>e Breton and Prince Edward Iflands ; the former yields coal in 
abundance, its fifiieries are coofiderable ; but without dealing direi^itly 
'with the Weft Indies, they fenK to increafe the exports of Nova Sco« 
tia. Both thefe iflands fupply jMewfoundland with cattle, and with 
due encouragement would rival fome of the rooee • opulent colonies^ 
in articles of agriculture ; their fiiheries alfo may be greatly extend- 
ed, as the whote chcuit of thefe iflands abound in ^fli. 

Canada can fupply any quantity of oak ftaves^ aa well as flour and 
Indian corn,>for fix months in the year. Newfoundland yields little 
lumber, but its trade in dried cod fifb has hitherto, in a great mea- 
fure, fupplied all Europe and the Weft Indies, And it is capable of 
itill greater cxtenfion. 

The petitiotiers have therefore no hefitation in affirming, that thefe 
mother colonies are able to fupply the Weft Indies with dried fifli, 
and every fpecies of pickled fifli, for their confumption ; and that 
at no very diftant period they could alfo fupply all the other articlea 
herein before enumerated, except, perhaps, flour, Indian meal and 
com, and'oak ftaves. 

Having ftated t)ie foregoing fads, the petitioners beg leave to re- 
queft the attention of his Majefty's miniiiers to the peculiar circum- 
>nances of this Province j the permanent eftabliihment of which took 
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place about fifty-four yean ago; for previous to the fettlement of 
Halifax^ thee? were few inhabitant^ in it, and but little trade. The 
mother country^ fenfible of the favourable fituation of this colony for 
l^flieriest that its harbours are ieldom more than a few miles from 
each other, and that its extenfive fea coaft teems every feafon with 
ikfttlsof fifli of the moft ufitful lbrts» made every eflfbrt to eftabIKh 
them. The fifliericsy however, until the dofe of the American war* 
languiftied from one caule onl)r*-^the want of inhabkaiita. The influx 
of mhabitants at that time» and fince, hfs promoted induftry and 
domeftioconGJort^and 9 race or people bom on the foil have become 
attadied to it* The clearing of the lands, and other caiiics» have 
improved the climate ; and. by a late furvey itf the interior of tlie 
Province, it is difcovered that the lands are not only better than had 
been imagined,. but fopcrior to the greater part of the reft «€ North 
America. 

Theprefent ituation of this Province with regard to ita trade, re-^ 
fembles that of New England at the clofe of the &venteenth eentury ; 
aiidnnteft checked at this crifis» it has the moft reafenabk eiq>ec- 
talto» of a more rapid increafe than the latter ever experienced. 

Encouraged by the prpfped before than, and confisious of the 
abufes that have crept into the fiftieries, the Petitionees are looking 
forward to the aid of the Provincial Legiflature» and to other means 
for corre^ing thofe abuies ; and for eftablifliing and improving the 
ftflieries, that gi;eat ibnrce of wealth to the parent ftate» the colonial 
hulbanchnan, and merchant : buli they perceive with regret, that their 
eflbrta will prove inefiedual, unlefs the citizens of the United States, 
according to the anciem policy of Great Britain towaids foreigners, 
afe wholly or partially excluded from the iflaadsi or a permanent 
equivalent is granted to the colonifts. 

The American Legiflature haa rejeAed the zith Article of the late 
Treaty; the citizens of the United States would have been excluded 
from the Weft Indies, if the Governors of thofe iflaods had not» under 
the plea of neceffity, by proclamation, admitted them. In thk trade 
^ Americans poftefs the following advantsiges over the colonifts. 

Firft,^In ther islands of Barbadoes, Antigua, Saint Kitt'8,^^and Ja- 
maica, a ftranger's duty of two and a half, or more, per cent* is im« 
pofed on imports, and in thclfland of Saint Vinoent, Brittfif fiAjtSs 
exclulively are fubjed to a duty of three per cent, virhich mull be 
paid in fpecie, and to procure which a forced fale is frequently made 
of part of the cargo to great diiadvantage. From this duty the Ahm' 
ricansj being invited by proclamation, are exempt, 

Secondr'^During the late and prefent war, the citizens of the 
United States, being neutrals, have not been burthened with the 
heavy chai|^ of infurance againft the enemy, which to the colonifts 
has mcrealed the premium ten pet cent to the fmaller iflandst and 
twelve and a half per cent, to Jamaica* 

Third,-<-The Northern States have granted a bounty of near ao 
fliiUings per ton, on veifels in their fiftieries. 

> From thofe circumftances, fo unable are the petitioners to contend 
with the Americans in the Weft India markets, that they derive 
«veaSef advantage by felling their fifh at an inferior price in the 
United States.; whence the Americans i«-export them to the Weft 
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India Iflands ander the above-mentioned advantages, to as to make 
a pro6t even on their outward voyage. 

It is well known, and in an aiDple report made to Congreft in the 
years 1790 and 1791, by the now Prefident of the United States, then 
their Secretary of State, it was fet forth, that the fiflieries of New * 
England were on the verge of ruin, and he recommended', virhat wdM 
afterwards adoptcd,*-Hbe grant of a bounty to counterbalance the 
difadyaot^es the trade then laboured under. At that period, the 
fiflieries of Nova Scotia made a rapid increafe ; the whale fifliery alooe 
from the port of halihx conliftcd of twenty-eight fail of ihips and 
brigs from 60 to ftoo tons burthen ; but the iiicceeding war and other 
uafiivottrable dvcumftances foon deftroyed this important branch of 
the fifliery. By the aid of bounties from the State Lqsiflature, the 
American fifheries recovered their former vigour, and are now car- 
ried on with great fpirit, increafing thdr trade with the Weft Indies 
to an incnedtble extent ; confiderable numbers of ourbeft fifliermen 
hilve em%[rated from Newfoundland and this Province, to the United 
Starites, vmhin' a few months, and more are daily following them ; 
thus it appears evident, that a wife policy, fteadOy purfued, vrill pre* 
ferve a finking trade, and that this Province is not wanting in excr* 
tion, when £iyoorable opportunities for it are ofiPered. 

Should the Americans obtain by treaty an indulgence of their trade 
in fifh with the Weft Indies, it win prove the ruin of that of the Britiih 
Northern Colonies, and draw away fixim them their moft induftrions 
inhabitants. The Iflands will then depend on Foreign States for fupplies 
of all the articles before enumerated ; and if at any time hereafter dif« 
ferences fliould take place between Great Britain and the American 
States, from what quarter, it may be afked, are the Iflands to obtain 
their fupplies ? the ruined trade and fiflieries of thofe colonies may 
prove, too late, the fiital policy of throwing into the hands of foreign* 
ers a trade, which, with a little encouragement, might have been 
almoft, if not entirely, confined to Britifli fubjeds. 

From thefe confiderations the juftice and policy of giving en- 
couragement to the Northern Colonies are evident. Should the 
ftranger*s duty, impofed in the Iflands, be taken off; fliould a bounty 
equal to that granted by the State Legiflature be allowed, and the 
prefent war fucceeded by a peace, then may the Weft India Iflands re« 
oeive from thefe Colonies fupplieaof all kinds of dried or pickled fifh, 
on terms as advantageous as they are now fomiflied with them from 
a' Foreign State. It is obvious that the Americans, and the Weft India 
planters, have a mutual intereft in the free trade to the Inlands, but 
the planters have no right to expe^ fupplies from a neutral nation in 
time of war, merely becaufe it aflbrds them at a cheaper rate than 
the Britifli Colonies ; they ihould bear the inconveniences of war at 
well as their fellow fubjeds, who have been driven into thefe northern 
regions by their zealous loyalty in fupport of the happy conftitution 
under which they now live. The fupplies required by the Iflands 
cannot greatly increafe ; while the Northern Colonies, from their 
great extent and grovring population, will every year be more and 
more able to fumifli thofe fupplies. The Iflands are, in a meafure, 
limited in their extent ; but the Northern Colonies are almoft un- 
bounded. ' ' ■- 



i 



r^-^ 



( IM ) 

' 'th^ inliabitahts of thofe colonies have acqaired their ptdtSi con* 
dition, which at belt is mediocrity* by a continued exertion of in- 
dtiftry and frugality, under a climate and a Ibily which yield their 
bleflings to perfevering exertion alone. The Weft India planters 
have ever been in a different lituationy and can afford to wait at rea- 
fonable time for the accomplifhment of thofe expedkationa which are 
juftfy entertained by the colonift8;"in the interhn^ they ought to give 
a iair equivalent for the articles of which they ftand in need» and not 
txpc€tf at an inferior price, commodities whofe value tbe imperious 
circnniftances of the times have tended to mhanoe. -The northern 
colonifts have ftruggled with all the diffrculties incident to a young 
connCry, and they are now arrived at a period, when, if duly en* 
couraged, they may be enabled to reap the fruits of. their honefl 
labour : but reftridted in their trade to the Mediterranean by an 
ancient regulation, which obliges them to land their cargoes in ibme 
Engliih European port, befxire they can proceed on homeward-bound 
voyages, and burthened alfo in the manner here ftated ^ia tie Weft 
India trade, the petitioners cannot contend with the A ukai c ia » halt 
look forward with the. moft dtftrebful profpe(^ ta n^eans -cif pro* 
curing a future fubliftence, unlefs his Majefty, in his goodneftt fluill 
be pleafed to afford them protedion and relief. They therefore 
anxtoufly hope» that the obfervations contained in this meihorial may 
not appear unworthy of the attention of his Majefty*s mtnifters, but 
that whatever temporary indulgences may be granted to the Amc^' 
rican Citizens, the Britifh colonifts, agreeably tO their forpaer folid* 
tations on that fubje^, may t>e permitted to return to America^, 
without entering at any port in Great Britain. « 



Hallfti, /an. 50, tB05^ 
My Lord, 

We. the Committee qf> the merchants and inhabitants of Halifax* 
Nova Scotia, who prefented to Lord Hobart, your Lordihip's prede- 
ceffor, a petition praying that the Britifh colonifts might have the 
exclufive right of fupplying his Majefty' s Weft India iflands with fifli, 
have lately feen, in print, a letter written to your Lordfhip by G. 
W. Jordan, Efq. Colonial Agent for Barbadoes, containing obferva- 
tions on our petition, and the memorial annexed to it ; we think it 
our duty briefly to anfwer thofe obfervations, and to enforce the ob- 
jV(5l of our petition. 

Mr. Jordan's firft remark is founded on a roifconceptfon or perveh- 
(ion of the allegation of the petitioners; we aflTert in our memorial 
** that in the iflands of Barbadoes, Antigua, Saint Kitt'8»and Jamaica* 
^ a ftranger's duty, of two and a half per cent, is impofed on 
** imports, and that in the ifland of Saint Vincent, Britifh fob- 
" jeds, txclufively, are fubjedt to a duty of three per cent. ;'* no 
charge is therefore made, that the duty is not general in the ifland 
of Barbadoes ; the charge is clearly confined to the fingle ifland of 
St. Vincent. 

We are not alarmed, my Lord, at the reference made by. Mr* 
Jordan to papers which were not intended for his iofpc^ioo^ but for 
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pmiate ifillnmaftloln only ; fince thofe p^pcn: oonUtn no other fitiftt 
tkmiliBclk as ean be proved. The pradice in the Weft India iflandif 
of keeping the ports always open to the Americans, amounts, in oal^ 
apprebenEon, to the grant of a free trade; and that goods of fbr^iga 
manufadure, are hj thefe means, introduced, into the iflands, no one 
who is at all acquainted with the character and praAices of the Anob* 
xican traders can doubts We lament tbat^ even in thefe colonies, 
ipto whofe pqrts no American veflels are admitted, except filhing- 
v^flels, which b^ t^aty are allowed to refort to our coafts, fueh 
quantities of foreign goods do find admittance, that it is tOibe feared 
more than half the Eaft India goods ooafumed in this proriaoe is 
iupplied from the neighbouring State! of America* 
. We do not» a9 Air. J<nrdan is pleafed to aifertf claim aright of 
tiling, our own commodities at our own prices in time of war ;• but 
we contend that, when the article of- ifli is furniihed' fix>m the 
agrtheni coIqsjm, • in abundance, although increased in price 
by the .war ^kpences, the .Weft India, colonifts ought- not, on 
that account, to require or permit the introdudion of it ,firom fo- 
x6fii states* and in foreign bottoms ; efpedally as the fiih is generally 
paid,-for in Uie produce of the iflands, of which the planters take carer 
to raife the price in proportion.- That thefe northern colonies can- 
iupply the iilandf with their whole confumption of fiih, and at rea- 
fpnible ppces, can be eafily proved, and that they are, thticefove» 
entitled to do fo, e^Itffivefyf Mr. Jordan himfeif admits. i 

The right of Uie Weft India colonifts to obtain from the American 
States all articles of the firft neceffity, which they cannot adequately 
obtain from- the dominions of Great Britain, is not difputed by us ; 
int we aflert that the article of fiih can be adeiiuately obtained from • 
the Britiih colonies. That th§ allowing fupphes to be imported in 
Anierican bottom^ has been deftrudive to the Britiih carrying trade, 
has been lately demonftfated by a very able writer on the iul^ed ( 
and that the mdulgences granted to the Arnericans have injured tile 
fiiheries,. and greatly reduced the tonnage and feamen employed in 
thefe colonies, we can aflert from our own fad experience. An in* 
fpedion into the imports and exports of the ifland of Jamaica for one 
year, as laid before their Houfe of Aflembiy, and publiflied in the Ja« 
maica almanack for the laft year, will ihew how large a portion of 
the Weft India carrying trade is engrofTed by the Americans. 

If, my Lord, we have ftated in our memorial, that it is, now, more 
advantageous for the merchants of this colony to difpofe of their 
fifli in the United States, than to fend it to the Weft India iflands, — we 
have made it a fubjeA of complaint ; and at the fame time have fet 
forth the reafons why the Americans rival us in that trade. Were 
our commerce with the iflands placed on a fair foundation, the fame 
Britiih fliips Would convey our fiih thither, which now carry it to the 
American markets. But burdened as that trade is with infurance 
againft the enemy, and confined as^ it is, and ought to be, to a fair 
dealing in legitimate merchandize, we contend in thofe ports with 
the Americans at every difadvantage. ' 

Had Mr. Jordan faiHy obferved on our petition and memorial, he 
would not have aflerted that the pofitive affirmation in the former, 
** that thefe pQ>vince8can fupply the Well Indies with fifh,"-wa»' 
ihaken by a fubfequent obfervation, '' that, under certain circum- 
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^ ftancesy the trade and liflieriet of tbefe cdlontes would be niiaed, 
^ which, with encouragement, might be almoft, if notentirely, con« 
^ fined to Britiih fubjeas/' The obfervation refers ex^nreftlf to die 
trade in ^/the articles enumerated in the memorial ; Che affirmation 
is confined to the fingle article of fifli. One reading of the paragraph 
referred to will entirely relute Mr. Jordan's remark* 
. Having abeadyi my Lord« obfenred that the increafe of the price 
of fiih occafioned by war is no juft ground for the introdudion of 
tfaatarticle» from foreign ports, and in foreign veflbls, we {hall not 
follow Mr. Jordan in the curious inference he vndertakes to draw 
irom our admiffion that in war time the Americans can underfell us 
in fifli. So little are we difpofed to require an eiEtraTagant 
pri^ for our fifii, that we ipoft readily wcMild accede to 
Mr* Jordan's propofal, of fixing the maximum price of cod fifli 
at eight dollars in time of war. And, indeed, could we obtain even 
three fourths of that price, generally, during the war, the fifheries 
would foon flourifli again, and the ifiands be at all times amply fup- 
plied with fiih. 

On the two fadts with which Mr. Jordan clofes his obfenrations, 
we (hall onljr remark that the former is conceded by us as to the 
floor and grain imported into Nova Scotia from the United States; 
and it is perfedly confiftent with our memorial, in which we confefs 
thst jMr province is deficient in the articles of wheat and corn; The 
other $1^ we muft difpute ; and although we are not provided with 
dociinients to afcertain the tonnage employed between the Britifli 
North American provinces and the Weft India Ifiands for the par* 
ticular year 1791, yet we are fumifhed with returns of the tonnage 
employed in the trade to and from the Wefl: India iDands for the 
year 179a, and entered at the Cuftom Houfe in Halifax, being for 
one only of the two diftridts into which this province tsdivsdedy and 
which we beg leave to infert as follows : 

279a* Outwards. iffwarJs* 

Spring quarter, - - 886 - . ^29 

Midfummer ditto, •> - i436i - • ' 360$ 

Michaelmas ditto, • -^ 2597 - • 385 

Chriftmas ditto, • - 1770 - - i86ai 

Tons, 6489} Tons, 6571* 



It is, therefore, incredible that in the year 17^1 only 4857 tons 
were employed in the trade between all the Bntifli northern pro- 
vinces and the Weft India iflands, when, in the fubfequent year, 
it appears by an authentic return, that in one diftrid, oJf one pso* 
vince, upwards of fix thousand tons were adually engaged in Chat 
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Here, my Lord, we conclude our obfervations on Mr. Jordan's 
Letter, nor (hall we prefume to intrude on^ your Lordfliip's patience 
further than to ftate one h&. which muft demonftrate the ^cieocy 
<^f the BritUh colonies, or at leaft of Britiih (hipping^ to fupply the 
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demands of the Weft India markets. Prom the year i^S^ toUie 
year 1794 American (hips were excluded from the Weft India iflandt^ 
yet they were during Uiat period fo well provided with articles of 
the firft neceffity, that ihips from thefe colonies were frequently 
unable to find a fale for their cargoes in our own iflands, and were 
obliged to refort to foreign iflands for a- market. By returns coiled- 
ed nrom the merchants bf this province, engaged in the Weft India 
trade». we find that the prices obtained by them for cod fifh from the 
year 1785 to the year i79» inclufive, never exceeded five dollars per 
quintal ; and fometimes fell fhort of half that fum. In the year 1791 
we meet with a lingle inftance of cod fifh felling for fix dollars* but the 
common price* even in that firft year of the war* was not more than 
three and a half dollars per quintal. The cheapness, therefore, of 
this article, clearly proves the abundance of it in the Weft India 
Iflands, and confec^uently that the allowing the Americans to import 
fiih in American ihips was not a meafure of neceflity. 

. We have the honour to be, with the greateft refped* 

Your Lordihip's 
Moft obedient and moft humble fervants* 



(Signed) 



Tift Right Hqn* Lord Carndtru 
i^c &c. i!fc. 



William SabatUrf 
William Smithy 
George Grafie^ 
James Prafer^ aoA 
William Lyon* 



No. VH. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK. 

Addrefs refpeB'mg the TJlands in Pqffamaquoddy 

Bay. 

To the Honourable Gabribl G. Ludlow, £sqaire, Fresideat 
of his Majesty's Council^ aod Commander in Claief «f 4m 
Pravince of New BauNSWiCK> &:c. &c. 

THE joint Address of his Majefl/^ Council and the House of 
Representatives of the Proviooe of New Brunswick^ in General 
Assembly. 

Sir, 

HAVING fo9g entertained a confident hope, that the possession 
ol Mooseldsndy Dudley Island, and Frederick Island, in Passamaquoddy 
BscYfrmarped by the State of Massachusetts ^ would never be sanq* 
tiofied by any act, or avowed acquiesctnce on the p?«t of hh ma" 
jrsty's government ; but that his mc^estys indisputable right to these 
jQands would in due time be eflfectuaily asserted ; it is with very great 
concern that we now find from a passage in a letter from Mr. Merry^ 
to your honour, stating the communications made to him by Mr. 
Madison^ the American secretary of state, on the subject of these 
islands, that the United States do actually consider their preoent pos* 
session as having been so sanctioned ; and that they are prepared ta 
construe his majesty's forbearance in this behalf as having already 
warranted their claim of an entire right to these islands. 

In the letter above refeiVed to, Mr. ATerrf, states, ** that the Amem 
^ ca» minister observed to him, that since his majtstfs government 
*^ have allowed the United States to remain in possession of the above- 
^ mentioned islandsi. the (luaters which surround them, to the distance 
** to which the jurisdiction of any territory is usually understood to 
" extend, ought equally to he considered as Ameritan} and added» 
^ that although he could not properly refer, on this occasion, to the 
'* cMi^gfJtiM between his majesty and the United States, cunciuded i» 
*' Londo)ij6n the 12th of May, 1803, because it had not been ra^ 
" tifiedf nevertheless, by that convention, the islands ia question 
*' were declared to belong to the United States; an arrangement which 
•* would probably be confirmed ivhenever the matter of the bmndary 
** line between the two territories, should again be brought into dis' 
*' ctissioHi the more so, because it was not the adrticle respecting 
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f the Sastem boundaij on the side of Nmv Bnmsvokk which o«« 
f* casioned the convention to remain unratified*.'' 

As a hope may be entertained that the convention referred tobf 
Mr. Madison respecting these Islands mtty not yet he ratified^ VQjp 
request your honour to transmit to bis majesty s ministers this our 
joint' address on a subject of such importance to, bis majesty*/ g<>> 
vemmenty and the rights and interests of ^hit faithful subjects in Sm 
province. 

After the fuU discussion of the question of right to thiie 
islands^ in the correspondence between his majestfs ministers 
and his excellency the lieutenant-governor of this Province* on for ^ 
sner occasions f particularly his excellency's dispatch to his grace the 
duke oii Portlands dated 5th August 1799, and the letters and docu- 
ments therein mentioned* it may be thought superfluous to do more 
than generally to refer to those p^ers oi\ the present -occasion. We 
trust* however* that tbe magnitude of tbe object will justify our at- 
tempt to bring within a small compass' the result of those discus- 
sions* adding thereto some further observations which more |p!ime- 
diately press upon our attention* and which we hope will merit the 
ironsideration of his mi^estfs ministers. 

That part of the second article of the treaty of peace between hi« 
^majesty and the United States which respects the present question 
ia expressed as follows : ^' East* by a line to be drawn along the 
*• middle of the river Saint Croix, from its moutb in tbe Bay ofFundyt 
*A to its sourccf ^c* comprehending all islands within twenty leagues 
** of any part of the shores of the United States, and lying between 
f ^ Hne^ to be drawn due eaft from the points where the aforesaid 
** boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one part* and East Florida 
*^ on the other part* shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy* ami 
V the Atlantic Ocean, excepting such islands as now are* or here- 
** tofbre have been* within the limits of the said Province of Nova 
« ScotiaJ." 

The islands hereby granted are evident^ such* and such onlyf as 
are within twenty leagues of the coast* and also lie between those 
parallels of latitudes by which the shores of the ceded country are 
limited at their northern and southern extremities. Hence all islands^ 
not within those parallels* however near they may be, to the 8h(fret 
are clearly excluded from the grant* and of those which are within the 
parallels* all such as then were* or ever had been* wiUiia the limits of 
Nova Scotiaf are also excluded. From the treaty x>f peace» therefore* 
the United States can derive no shadow of claim to the itlands in 
question s and bis majesty's original right to them remains entise aaA 
incontestable. 

For^ we believe* it has never been controverted ^ven by the Ame^ 



* Vide Tract. « The British Treaty, p. 3a to o. 41. wherein it is stated," 
*' Connected alao with our Bastern boundary, is an oBJect of little intrinsic value, 
' ** (Moose Island), but importan* to the trade of MauaSkusetti, and to the revenue 
«f< of the United States." Editor. 

f Vide ante, p. 13, 14, 40. 

f Vide Appendix, ante, Uo, L p. 67. 
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r^A« govotiment} that these idandty ahrafs before* the treaty of 
]>eace, were coipprehended within the timitSy and conttituted a part 
of the province of Nora Scotia^ which it was the obvious intention of 
|he treaty to reserve to bis nu^esty^ by its utny>8t limits^ a reference, 
to the onghia] boundaries of the province in sir IVUliam Alexander* s 
patent, and to the description of the boundaries in all the commisuons 
to bis majesty s governors of the province, and the actual grant of two 
of these islands to Frands Bernard and others, by letters patent under 
the seal of the province of Noi^a Scotiaf beuing date toe 30th Oct« 
1765, place this fact beyond all dispute. 

These islands, at the time when the province^ New Brunswick 
was erected in the year 1784, were all possessed and inhabited by 
Itis majesty J subjects; they were by an act of the General Assembly 
of the Province passed in January 1 786, for the purpose of dividing 
the several countries into towns and parishes, expressly made a part 
of the parish of West Isles in the county of Charlotte ; and their in* 
habitants yielded obedience to the laws of the province, in attending 
to tl|^ several duties which they were called upon to perform by the 
courts and magistrates established and appointed in that countT ; and 
we cannot but consider it as a matter of serious regret, that tne pos- 
session of these islands, shortly afterwards usurped by the state of 
Massachussett's, and hitherto continued, has given rise to a claim of 
territorial right on the part of that state founded merely upon that 
possession. 

We now beg leave briefly to hint at some of the misebiffs and m- 
eonveniences which ba^ resulted from this continued usurpation. Very 
large quantities of lumber, furnished from the neighbouring parts of 
the province, are purchased by the American subiects and carried to 
these islands ybr exportation^ which lumber is paid for with prolnbited 
articles from the United States 9 and they in the ^ same manner engross 
afanost the itvbolf of tbe produce of Xhicfisberies among these islands, 
which is also paid for in the same maniier, and thus we sustain a double 
mjwy. The West India islands are in a great measure precluded 
from receiving their supplies of fish and lumber in Britisb bottoms i and 
large quantities of contraband goods are introduced into this province 
to the great injury of tbe commercial intei^sts of Great Britain^ as 
well as of the fair merchants and traders residing here. 

Their situation enables the inhabitants of these islands to engrots 
a very great proportion of the plaster trade from this and the neigfaw 
houring province of Nova Scot/at which is now become of great mag- 
nitude and extent, whereby bis majesty s subjects are deprived of a 
.uery Ijighiy valuable carrying trade in this article. 

These islands are become places of refuge for insolvent debtors and 
disorderiy p^sons of every des^ption, particularly dt deserters from 
bis medestjt service, all attempts to recover whom are .insolqttlj 
resisted. 

By the possession of these islands, great facility is given to the con- 
veyance in small vessels of contraband articles of every description ttf 
various parts of tbis Province and Nova Seotiaj so that the^ir British 
merchant can have no equal competition with these illicit traders, even 
in tbe sale of British and West Indian goods. 

Whereas, on the contrary, if these islands were in the possession of 
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ibis majesty s subjects* i^eiy large quantities of fish and lumber would 
be thereby fumfshed by them /or the supply of the British West 
India ^islandsy the present ruinous contraband trade greatly inter- 
rupteil, and a very beneficial carrying trade in the article of plaster 
of Paris in a great measure secured. 

Or if the Americans were dispossessed of these islands^ there is no 
other situation in that neighbourhood which could give them the ad- 
vantages and opportunities to injure the trade of this province which 
they now enjoy. 

To these considerations it may be added^ that in case of hostilities 
at any time in the United States^ or countenance given by them to 
hostile attacks from any other country^ the province, by the possession 
of these islands^ would) in that quarter, be rendered more secure from 
attack and capable of defence. 

Impressed with the importance of the foregoing conuderationSf 
We indulge the hope, that the transmission of this address by your 
honour to his majesty* s ministers may be productive of important 
benefits to the interests and wel£ire of his majesty's subjects in thil 
province. 

(Signed) . 

O. 2). LudtoWi Speaker -of the Council. 
*^^ A. Boisfirdt Speaker (if the House of Assimhlj. 

Presented in March, 1807. 
Transmitted in June, 1807. 
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No. VIII. 

REPORT of the Committee of the House of Commons on 
the Commercial State of the West India Islands. 

The committee, who were appointed to take into Consi- 
4eration the Commercial State of the West India 
Colonies, and to report their Proceedings from Time to 
Time, to the House ; and who were empowered to report 
the Minutes of, Evidence taken before them 5 and to 
whom all Minutes of Evidence which were taken before 
the Committee in the last Session of Parliament, on the 
West India Planters' Petitions, together with their Pro- 
ceedings, were referred 5—^ 

HAVE, pursuant to the Order of the House, examined "^ 
the Matter to them referred \ and have agreed to the fol- 
lowing Report. 

YOUR committee have thought it their duty, m the first place, 
to inquire into the situation of the West India planters at the present 
moment, and for several years preceding ; and have examined^ va- 
rious respectable witnesses, proprietors of estates, who have resided 
many years in the West Indies, and who have had the properties of 
several absentees under their management ; and also ma6y merchants 
, intimately acquainted with the expences and profits of a great variety 
of estates, and generally conversant with the West India commerce. 
From their testimony it appears, that since the year 17999 there has 
taken place a progressive deterioration in the situation of the plant- 
ers, resulting from a progressive diminution of the price of sugar, 
although at the same time the duty, and all the expences attending 
the cultivation, have been increasing, till at length th& depression of 
the market has become such, that the prices obtained for the last 
year's crop will not pay the expence of cultivation, except upon 
estates on a very great scale, making sugar of a very superior quality, 
or enjoying other extraordinary advantages. — Calculations have been 
laid before your committee, from the accounts of estates both in 
Jamaica and the other islands ; by which it appears, that the British 
supplies and island expences amount to 20J. lod, in the former^ and to 
AP{|«n- 19^. ^d. in the latter, on the cwt. of sugar, after accounting and 
.ip* givTng credit for the amount received for the sale of rum. As these 
calculations are formed upon an average of years, and upon estates 
of the ordinary scale, and in no respects unusually circumstanced, 
it appears to your committee, that these sums per cwt. of sugar 
may be taken as the average expence of cultivation, independent of 
interest upon the capital; and your committee are confirmed in this 
opinion by finding a similar calculation in the report made by the 
sugar distillery committee, in the last parliament. — To this must be 
added an expence of from ijj. (>d. to i6j. per cwt. necessarily in* 
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curred for freighti insurance, and other mercantile charges^ betweea 
the shipping the goods in the colonies^ and their being offered, to 
market in this kingdom, forming together an amount of from jjj* 
to $6j» which appears, upon this evidence, to be the absolute cost to 
the planter per cwt. of sugar, before any return of capital can 
attach. — Upon a reference to the average prices published in the 
Gazette for the last eight months^ which vary from 36/. to 3ii* giving 
a mean price of 33/. 61/., it appears evident that the planters must 
have cultivated their estates at a loss. 

The intereft which has been ftated to your committee as what 
Ihould be the fair profit upon a capital of luch a nature as that of a^ 
fugar eftate, confifting not merely of land and negroes, but of build-' 
ings of great extent an^ coft, necefTary for the carrying on of fuch a 
manufacture, and fubject to various and peculiar rifks and viciflitudeSf 
is not lefs than 10 per-cent. 

During the period of profperity previous to 1800, it. is ilated, that 
in general the profits did not exceed that fum ; and that, from that 
period, they have gradually diminilhed to if and i^ per-cent* till, at 
the prefent moment, there is no return of intereft whatever. 

It may perhaps be right to notice one exception, namely, of an ' 
eftate moft favourably circumftanced in every re^A, where the pro- 
fits are ftated to have amou'nted, daring the four years 17959 tyg6f 
1797, and 1798, to 12 percent.; but they appear alfo to havede* 
clined ever fince ; in 18011 1801, 1803, and 1804, to have been re* Appei^ 
duced to about 6 per-cent. and in 1805, to about 3 per-centy and ^^ 
fubfequently to have fulfered a ftill further redudtion. 

In the courfe of their inveftigation of the fituation of the planters^ 
your committee thought it right to afcertain whether it might not be 
m their own power, in many inftances, to remedy the evils of their 
fituation, by converting their sugar eftates to other more profitable 
cultivation ;. but the evidence on that point (hews, that fuch a con- 
verfion muft be attended with fo great a facrifice of capital, as tabe 
out of the queftion as a meafiire of relief. 

With a view to the profped for the future, they have obtained a 
return of the quantity of fugar at prefent in the Weft India Docks ; 
from which, and from other evidence, it appears, that the quantity 
now on band is unufually great for the time of year. The crop 
of the laft year is alfo on the point of coming into the market. 

It (hould not be omitted further to ftate, that for many years paft 
the iflands have almoft entirely efcaped the natural calamities (of 
huiricanes, &c-) which have occafionally proved deftrudive to the 
property in thofe countries* - 

In inveftigatingthe.caufesof that depreifion of the market, from *^ 
whence the whole of the planter's diftrefs appears to originate, the 
firft object which ftrikes your committee, is that extraordinary fitua- 
tion in which he is placed, which prevents him alone (in exception to 
■ every other fimilar cafe) from indemnifying himfelf for the increafe 
of duty, and of other expences attending his cultivation,' by a^n equi- 
valent increafe of price to the confumer. For it appears, that fin<^ 
the year 1799, ^^^ duty on fugar has been raifed from %os, to a 7/. 
and contingently to 30/. per cwt. ; the expences of the eftates are 
calculated to have arifen, in many articles 50, and in others above 
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xoo pf r-cent. ; and the price has fallen from 69/. to 33^. Sd, per cwt. 
the average of the laft S months. As it appears obvious^ from the 
above ftatementy that the duty is heavier than the article can bear at 
its preient price, it is fuggefted that it might be expedient* for the re* 
lief of the home market, to extend the principle which has been adopted 
on the contingent increafe of duty £h)m i7j« to 305.; fo that from the 
maximum of duty then fixed, on a grofs price of 8oj. affording 30^* 
duty, and 50J. to the planter, the duty ihould be thrown back on a 
firailar fcale in proportion to the depreflion of the market, till the 
price arrives at 6oj. grofs, leaving 40/. (the original duty) to govern- 
* ment, and 40s* to the planter ; or, in other words, a reduSion of 
I/, of duty on a redudtion of 2j. grofs prioe, from the average then 
fixed for the impofition of the new duty, as far as %os. 

An increafe of the bounty on the export has been alfo recommend- 
ed ; and your committee are of opinion, that it would afford great 
i-elief if given as an accompaniment to meafures of reftri^ion upoa 
neutrals, fo as to render the expences on Britifli and foreign produce 
equal in the foreign market. 

A confiderable depreciation in the price of rum having alfo taken 
place, it has been fuggefted, that the encouragement of the confump- 
tion of that article would be a confiderable advantage to the planter. 
Your committee are aware that fuch encouragement has been given to 
a certain extent, but if it were found praAicable to carry that aifift- 
ance further, by an* increafed confumption in the army and navy, 
uch a meafure would, in their opinion, have very beneficial eiSects ; 
or a redudion of duty on rum might afford eflential relief to the 
planter, without loss to the revenue^ which would be indemnified b/ 
an increased confumption of that fpirit. 

Great, however, as are the evils of the decreale of price and in- 
creafe of charges, it does not appear to your committee, that they 
are the original caiifes of the diftreis of the planter, by applying to 
which alone any pradicable remedy he could be more than partially 
relieved ; but that the main ennly and that to which thefe are ulti- 
mately to be referred, is the very uniavourable ftate of the foreiga 
market, in which formerly the Britiih merchant enjoyed nearly a 
xnonopoly, but where he cannot at prefent enter into competition 
with the planters, not only of the neutral, but of the hoftile cdlo- 
nies. The refult of all their inquiries on this moft important part of 
the fubjed have brou^t befo re their eyes one grand and primary evil^ 
from which all the others are eafily to be deduced; namely, the fa* 
eUity of intercourfe bet<Ufeen tbc boJHie colonies and Europe j under the 
American neutral flag^ by means of which not only the whole of their 
produce is carried to a market, but at charges little exceeding thofe of 
peace ; while the Britifli planter is burtfaened with all the incon- 
venience, riik, and expence, refulting from a ftate of war. 

The advantages, which the hoftile cflonies derive from the relaxation 
rfthat principle, which prohibited any trade from being carried on 
with the enemy's colonies fy neutrals during war, which the enemy 
Appea- himfelf iiri/fof permit to thcue neutrals during peace, may be in part 
«lix. eftimated'by reference to a ftatement of the imports into Amfterdam 
alone from the United States of America in the year 18069 amount* 
iog to 341085 hhds. of cofiee, and 45*097 hhds. of fugar^ conveyed ia 
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911 vessels hereunto annexed; and to a ftatement, alfo annexed, of 
the amount of Weft India produce, exported from the United State$ 
of America, between the ift Odober 1805 aiid 30th September 
i8o6. — In pomt of comparative expence, the advantages of the hoftile 
colonies will be further illuftrated by the evidence of Mr. Manyat^ 
fu|>ported by fatisfactory documents, which ihew the charges of 
freight and infurance on lugar from the hoftile colonies, through the 
United States of America, to the ports of Holland and Flanders, and 
to thofeof the Mediterranean, to be lefs by 8j. nd, to the former^ 
and by iz;r. 6d. to the latter, than thofe charges on Britiih fugars to 
the fame ports. 

Your committee cannot omit to ftate, alfo, another important ad- 
vantage enjoyed by the French colonies, arifing from the fale of nearly 
the whole French mercantile marine to neutrals^ under the ftipulation 
of each veflel being returned into French ports, in order to be na* 
%/igatedas French Jhips^ within twelve months after peace f and with 
the enjoyment, during war, of the fame privileges in the ports of 
France as if they were a<flually French ; for inftance, to import fugar 
at a duty of 4J. per cwt. lefs than the duty impofed on fugar import- 
ed in neutral veJTels. 

In order to counterbalanoct in fome degree, the advantages thu$ 
enjoyed by the hoftile colonies, to the detriment of the British plants 
er, it has been recommended, that a blockade of the ports of the 
enemy's fettlements ihoold be reforted to: fuch a meafure,. if it could 
be ftridtly enforced, would undoubtedly afford relief to our export 
trade. 

But a meafure of more permanent and certain advantage would 
be Afetf enforcement of thofe reftriSions on the trade between neutrals 
and the enemy's colonies, which <were formerly maintained by Great 
Britain^ and firom the relaxation of which, i^x^enemfs colonies obtain 
indiredly, during war, all the advantages of peace; while our own 
colonies, in the intercourfe with whom that fyftem of monopoly which 
has been held effential to the commercial and military navy of this 
country is rigorouily enforced, are deprived of the advantages under 
"which, in former wars, they carried their produce to the foreign 
markets, and which in the prefent war, by means of our decided 
naval fuperiority, would have amounted to the exclulive fupply of 
the whole of Europe ; and when thofe extraordinary meafures are 
taken into confideration which have been adopted to exclude the 
Britifh colonial produce from the European market, it ,appears to 
your committee to be a matter of evident and imperious neceflity to 
refort to fuch afyftem^ as by impeding and reftridting, and, as far as 
poiiible, preventing the export of the produce of the enemy's colo- 
nies from the places of its growth, {hall compel the continent to 
have recourfe to the only fource of fupply, which, in that event, 
would be open to it. 

As it may be apprehended, that from the adoption of fuch meafures, 
difficulties might arife in that intercourfe^ from which the Weft In- 
dies at prefent derive a confiderable proportion of fome of their Jiip' 
fliesf your committee have thought it their duty to make inquiry 
into the refources in that'refpect to which recourfe might be had 
m fuch an event. During the only period which affords an example 
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of Uie fufpenfion of that iotercourfey the evidence eoneun as to the fact 
rfa fupfly having been obtained (though not without temporary and 
occaHonal inconveniences) from a variety of fources which may rea- 
fonably be relied upon in cafe of fuch neceiiityy at the prefent mo- 
ment, to a greater amount than at the former period. From the 
examination of perfons who, in confequence of their* refidence in the 
Briti/h North American fettlements, or extenGve commercial con- 
nexions with them, poifefs the bell information as to their prefent 
and future refources, there is ground to believe that fome fupply of 
the principal articles of lumber m^ght be obtained from thence im- 
mediately, and to exped that with due encouragement the quantity 
of that fupply might be increafed to any extent* ' 

The fupply of flour which they could at prefent afford to the Weft 
India market would be fmall, and of inferior quality. They appear 
to be capable of ajffording a large fupply of fifh, and what deficiency 
might exift in other articles of fait provifions might be made up by 
fupplies from Europe. 

Upon the whole, the imprefiion which your committee have re- 
ceived is, that the trade now carried on between the Britifli Weft 
Indies and the United States of America is very convenient and 
advantageous to the inhabitants of our colonies, and one which they 
could not relinquiih, without eflential detriment^ unlefs it were com- 
peniated by other advantages ; but that it is not ejfential to their ex* 
iflenccy or eqidvalent to the dijadvantages of their fituation, in thefe 
icTpe^s, which your committee have already gone through in the 
prefent fttatement. 

Your committee having briefly ftated the diftrefled fituation of the 
Weft India planter»7^hecaufes which have gradually produced hts 
diftrefs, which are beyond his reach to remedy, and which muft con- 
tinue to operate with increafed efte<5t, — ^and having ftated fuch mea- 
fures of relief as have been fuggefted to them, and fuch as, from the 
beft fources of information, appear moft adequate to the end in view, 
have only to add, that if thofe remedies are liable to objedtions and 
difficulties^ there is on the other band the ftrongeft concurrent tefti- 
inony and proof, that unlefs fome fpeedy and efficient meafures of 
relief ai;e adopted^ the niin of a great number of th6 planters, and of 
perfons in this country holding annuities, and otherwife dependent 
upon thofe properties for their income, muft inevitably very foon 
take place, which muft be followed by the lofs of a vaft capital ad- 
vanced on fecurities. in thofe countries, and by the moft fetal injury 
to the commercial, maritime^ and financial interefts of Great Britain* 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Liace, 13" die JuHi, 1807. 



WILLIAM MITCH£LL> Efquire, caUed in, and examined. 

j^^ TTOW long Jiave you known the ifland of Jamaica, and how long 
j^^cheU ^^^ ^^^ y®** refidcd there ? — I have known the ifland 44 years, 
and have refided there nearly 40 years. 

Are you well acquainted with various fugar eftates in Jamaica, 
and have you had» during your reiideilce there^ the care and manage* 
ment of feveral of fuch eftates ? — I am very well acquainted with 
' fugar eftates, and I have had a number of them under my care. 

You could i)ot ftate how many, in round numbers ? — I could not 
fpeak particularly, I was not fo much in that line as others: I have 
liad perhaps 16 or 18 at a time. 

In various parts of the ifland?— Yes; in various parts of the 
ifland. 

Can, in your opinion, lands long employed in raifing fugar canes be 
converted to any other objedt of cultivation, without a great and 
ruinous facrifice of property ?-^Certainly not ; they may be converted 
to other purpofes, but not without a great facrifice. They niight be 
ufed to raife grafs, or to raife com f but in fo doing, the facrifice of 
property would be ruinous. 

Are not fuch lands in general unfit for the profitable cultivation of 
other articles of Weft India produce? — They are not fit for profitable 
cultivation. 

What, in your opinion, is the average cqft of a fet of works am) 
other buildings, and machinery, neceffary for the maniifadure of 
fugar on an eftate making 200 hogfheads r — It is hardly poffible to 
give a pofitive anfwer to that, becaufe one man would eredt a diflfer* 
ent fet of works from what another would ; but if I were to ered ^ 
' fet of works for my own ufe, I think it would not be in my power to 

ered them in the fubftantial and conveniept manner I could wifh 
under 10,000/. current money of Jamaica. I have a fet of works oa 
one of my own eftates, on which I have expended, at different times, 
upwards of 30,000/. currency. 

What, according to the beft' of your knowledge, do you think, is 
the average value of cane lapd per acre ? — It varies from 5/. to 150/. 
I have 4ahd on my own eftate which. I would not fell for 140/. cur* 
rency, and there are other lands which are not worth more than j/» 
xo/. or Ij/.s but if you fpeak of good cane lands in general in cuU 
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tiTation^ they are, in my opinioiii worth about 70/. currency, or 50/. • t. 
fterling per annum. Mitchell 

Do you know if the contingent exg^ces of fugar eftates incurred 
vrithin the ifland during the laft 6 or 7 years, for taxes, white men's 
lalaries, hired labour, frefh provifions, cattle, mules, and lumber, 
have.been confiderably increafed, and if fo, ftate what you know re- 
lative to the fame ?— They hayp been confiderably increafed, every 
one of them ; fome of them upwards of 100/. per cent. Within the 
laft 6 or 7 years, I could have bought a very good fteer for zs/' and 
I could not now purchafe one for lefs than 45/. or so/. The war 
makes a difference, and raifes thefe articles confiderably; mules are 
in the fame proportion, frefh beef in the fame proportion, and the 
ifland taxes, in confequehce of the numerous martial laws in the time 
of war : indeed the ifland taxes are high now at all times, compared 
Tvith what they formerly were. 

Lumber, I' believe, is a material article ? — Yes, lumber of every de- 
fcription has very much rifen ; I could have bought every fort of ne* 
ceflary lumber for plantation ufe, within thefe 6 years, for prices vary.^ 
ing between 12/. and 20/, per 1,000. 

Is there any other article in which there is a great increafe ?— Yes ; 
in the hired labour, and the other articles enumerated in a preceding 
queftion, there has been a confiderable increafe. 

Are there not many fugar eftates in Jamaica, which, from their 
foil and fituation, muft make fugar of a quality below the average of 
the ifland ? — Undoubtedly, there are many eftates which make very 
indifferent and inferior fugars ; indeed, I may fay the greater propor- 
tion of them. 

Canfkilland labour improve the quality of fugar made on fuch 
eftates ; or will not fuch eftates, or many or them, continue to make 
inferior fugar owing to their foil and fituation, notwithftanding the 
employment of every degree of flcill and management? — Care and 
fldll will certainly have fome eifeft in making fngar ; but many eftatea 
muft, owing to their foil and fituation, continue to make low or in-, 
ferior fugar, notwithftanding the employment of every degree of 
ikill and management. 

Does not the quality of fugar depend in a great meafure upon the 
foil from which it is produced ? — ^It does, and in fome degree upon 
the climate alfo ; and on other caufes, fuch as afpe<ft ; for where the 
eftate is hidden ^om the morning's fun the cane does not thrive, or 
get fo well ripened. . . 

Are there peculiar fituations on the ifland on which good fugar 
cannot be produced ? — Certainly «there are. 

Is there not a confiderable quantity of land of that kind in the 
pariflies of Weftmoreland and Saint Marjr's, and many other pariflies 
of Jamaica ? — ^There certainly is fo, withm my knowledge. 

Did you recolle<ft the ifland of Jamacia long before the introdudion 
of the Bourbon cafie into it ?— Yes, for many years before. 

Did not the fame caufes, before the introdudtion of the Bourbon 
cane, prevent many eftates from the poflibility of making what are 
called fine fugars ?---Cartainly they did ; the Bourbon cane was per- , 
haps one of the moft valuable acquifltions which was ever introduced 
into any country. I myfelf fettled a piece of bog land when I was 
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Mr. Uft in Jamaica, by cultivating it with the Bourbon cane. I couIdhiTe 
Mitchell got oply a fmall quantity of fugar of the very worft qi|^lity from the 
fame land, had it been cultivated with the old cane ; but by planting^ 
it with the Bourbon cane, I obtained at firft not good fugar, but aji 
afiundant return of ftrong-grained brown fugar, which ha» been gra-s 
dually improved by fubfequent cultivation. 

Do you know that there is a greater quantitjr of low fugar n«w in 
the market than is ufual ; to what do you attribute it ? — ^I attribute 
it to different caufes : in the firft place, to a more extenfive cultiva- 
tion in Jamaica, which has mcreafed the quantity of low fugar; and 
in the next place, to the <iuantity of low fugar which has been lately 
imported from the conquered colonies. 

Wpuld not the Bourbon cane, planted in a foil favourable to good 
fugar, in fuch foil produce as good fugar as the cane with which the 
ifland of Jamaica was originally planted \-^o ; I rather think the 
old cane made better fugar^ and of a firmer and more compad 
i;rain. 

And do you f^y that the fugar is not fo (trong? — It is not fo firm 
in point of grain, f(ut as to (trength I cannot fay, never having made 
any experiment to afcertain the fame ; but I have underftood^ that 
fuppofing calks of equal fize to be filled with fugar, namely, one 
with fugar made from the old cane, and the other with fugar from 
the Bourbon cane, that the former would weigh at the king's beam 
confiderably heavier than the latter. 

Do not all different fugars, of various qualities, pay the fame 
freight ? — Yes ; but there may be fome trifling variation in the rate of 
freight from different parts of the country \ but fuch variation does 
not at all depend upon the quality of fugar. 

If methods were adopted for improving the quality of the fugar 
within the iiland, muft not the quantity (hipped in all probability be 
leffened \ — ^Undoubtedly it would be leffened. 

Can you inform the committee whether the fugar imported from 
^ ^ the Dutch conquered colonies is inferior ? — That fact does not fall 

within my knowledge ; but I have always underltood it is fo. 

Can you ftate what a hogfhead of fugar, of 14 cwt. at the king's 

beam, fhould yield to the planter, free from all mercantile expences^ 

at market, in order to give him a fair return^ on his capital ? — ^I fhould 

think he would not have a fair return on his capital, unlefs he got 

, 25/. per hogfhead, weighing 14 cwt. at the king's beam. 

Do you think 10 per cent, net, on a capital embarked in the Weft 
Indies, would be too much for a planter to expedb as a fair return? — 
No, I do not. 

Not 10 per cent, too much ? — ^I do not; my reafon for thinking fb 
is, that 6 per cent, is paid for any money borrowed by the planter, 
and 4 per cent, for wear and tear of lands, plantation utenfils, the 
lofs of negroes, and the lofs of flock, is but a moderate allowance* 

Have not the proprietors of the fugar colonies in general in late 

years, and particularly in the laft year, fuffered great diflrefs owing 

to the depreffed price of fugar ? — I have heard that they have. 

* Were not the returns from the eftates in the 7 preceding years 

uuuiu^lly large ? — They were not, according to the bef^of my know* 
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ledge ; but I think the laft year has borne harder upon the planter Mr. 
than any former year. Mitch- 

What were the returns for 7 years preceding 1801 i — ^For fome ***• 
years previous to that, they were in gener4 very favourable ; I think 
m the year 1798 there was a good year. 

In eeneraly were not the returns of the y.years preceding Igor un- 
usually large ? — ^Yes ; in general they were favourable^ to the beft 
of my recolle<ftion. 

Do you conceive that in the 7 years preceding x8oi» upon an 
average, the planter received more thaii a return of 10 per cent, on 
his capital ? — I am almoft fure that he did not. 

During your long refidence in Jamaica, you muft have been well 
acquainted with the dependancy of that ifland on the American States 
for fupplies of lumber and provifions ; can you ftate to the com* 
Hiittee, whether thefe articles could be fupplied from any other quar« 
ter ? — ^I am fure it is impofiible that they can be fupplied from any 
other, unlefsitbe from fome European quarter. During the Ame- 
rican war, we ufed to get ftaves fometimes from Europe made up 
into padc% but they were. both bad, and very high priced; 

Do you recoiled on any occalion, when fupplies of thefe articles 
from the American States were interrupted, any diftrefs happening 
in Jamaica ?— Yes ; fuch interruptions have occafionally created very 
great diftrefs to all defcriptions of people, particularly to the fugar 
planters ; not only on account of the Want of lumber, but from the 
difficulty of affording fubfiftence to the white people and negroes. 

Does the ifland afford the means of making caiks to fend home 
the produce, without the importation of what is called American 
lumber? — Sdme eftates which are fettled far back in the country, and 
have got wood about them, can make a ihift to make hogfheads, but 
they have no means of making puncheons. 

What are fuch hogfheads made of ? — Of the broad leaf and other 
woods that are suitable to the purpofe. 

Are not the eftates which can io fupply themfelves with caiks for 
fugar very few ?— 'Very few indeed. 

Are not the great majority of the eftates in the ifland dependent 
on American lumber for this purpofe ? — ^They are. 

In what manner are American fupplies paid for ? — ^They are paid 
for part' in produce, but generally in caih or bills. 

Are not rum and molaffes the chief articles of produce which the 
Americans are permitted to take in payment ? — ^Yes, they are. 

Are not the Americans forbidden to take in payment fugar and 
coffee ? — ^I believe they are. 

Is not the value they take in rum and molaffes very inadequate to 
the amount of the lumber and provifions which muft neceffarily be 
taken for them ? — That is in faO: in part anfwered, but certainly it is. 

Could any adequate fupply. in lumber and provifions be had from 
Britilh North American coloniea? — No, certainly not.\ 

Does the quantity of American fifh, made ufe of in the ifland, de- 
pend p;reatly on the high or low price of herrings in this country ?•-« 
Certainly. 

How many eftates are you proprietor of in the ifland ? — ^I am pro- 
prietor of four eflates* 
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#^ 1^. And about what nmnbcnr of negroes may be upon thele eftatcs ?-^ 

^Y. Ifitche? There arc, I think, about 1,300 negroes. ^ 

What has been the value of fupplies fent out &om X>r^ Britain 
and Ireland, for the use of thefe four eftates, and foi* (he liie of the 
white people and negrbes thereon, in any one year ?-piFor the laft 
year (1806) the amount of my fuppfies^ as appears by the invoices, 
was upwards of io,goo/. fteHing. 
* Which coniifted almoft entirely of Britifh manufa^ures and Britifh 

|Npduce ? — Yes, Britiih manufa^ures, and provifions from Great Bri- 
^ain and Ireland. There were fome iron pipes and coppers fent out 
in that year, among other articles, which made the an^ount of the 
liipplies higher than ufual. 

In your opinion, would it be pra<5ticable for. this country to fupply 
the colonies with lumber during war with America ? — ^I am not ac> 
quainted with all the refources of this country with refped to lumber, 
out as far as I can fpeak from experience, I confider it to be im« 
pradicaUe. . • 

Do you mean to include the Britifh iettlements in North America 
in your anfwer to the preceding queftion ? — ^1 do; I confider them to 
' be quite inadequate. 

In cafe of a war with America at the prefent time, could you re- 
Ibrt to any other, country for a fupply of thefe articles? — Not with 
the fame advantage or conveniency . 

Do you mean to ftate, that a confiderable quantity of ftaves and 

ether lumber could not be procured from the Britiih pofTeffions lA 

North America?— A quantity might be pnxiured,' but not Sufficient 

£[>r the ufe of the planter; white oak ftaves for puncheons are only 

. to be procured from the United States, to the beft of my knowledge. 

Do you know the number of negroes in the ifland of Jamaica?-— 
I believe there are about 350,000 or 360,000. 

Do not herrings compile a material part of the food of negroes ?— 
Yes, a confiderable part. 

What quantity of herrings do you confider fufScient to give to 
each negro for one year ? — The general iiipply for an eftate is at the 
rate of 100 barrels for 250 negroes a year. 

In what manner were you fupplied with lumber during the Ame- 
rican war? — ^From importations from this country, and from the 
Britifh North American colonies, but principally, according to the 
beft of my rcc6lledion, from American prizes. 

Have you at any time found any difficulty in procuring fupplies of 
r fifh from Great Britain ? — ^I have occafionally from fcarcity and .-i 

dearnefs. 

Are the American fifli reckoned inferior to the Britiih ? — ^Yes, they 
are inferior in price, and do not keep fo well. 

« 

JOSEPH MARRYAf, Efquire, called in, and examined.- 

V/bat is your line of bufinefs and knowledge of the Weft India 
2^,. commerce ?-^I refided in Grenada as a merchant, from the year i78« 
Marryat to 1791, when t returned to England, and have fince carried on bufi- 
nefs in London as a Weft India merchant and underwriter. 

Have you been able to afcertain the charges attending the importa« 
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I 

tiott of the demy's colonial produce into Europe, ind of comparing Mr* 
the fame with the charges upon the importation of the produce of the Mwf'7* 
Britiih colonies to tbcffame markets? — I have in my hand a ftatement 
of the compaiifLtive charges of freight and infurance upon each, which 
I deliver in ; and t>y which it appears, that the charges of freight and 
infurance on Britifh fugars to Holland and Flanders, are Sj. zi^. per 
<rwt. and to the Mediterranean, its* 6d. per cwt* higher than thofe 
on the fugar of the enemy's colonies conveyed to the iame ports* 



STATEMENT of Freights and Insurances on Produce froia 
the British and Foreign Coloines, in the Tear 1806. 



FMIIGHTS, 



FOREIGN COLONIES. 

West Indies to United ? 0*0 
States per cwt. 3 u 

Vnated States to Holland o 4 6 



£ 



West Indies to United 
States per cwt. • • . . 

United States to Medi- 
terranean •••«#••• 



o 7 6 



BRITISH COtQNIES. 

West Indiei to London 
per cwt • 

London to Tonningen 
and Holland, 45 guil- 
ders per ton, or per 
cwt« 



o 10 o 



040 



030 

066 



i* ■ I 



iC. o 9 6 



£' o 14 o 



West Indies to London 
per cwt. V . • 

London to Smyrna/ 
£.6 per ton Turkish I 
of iz cwt. or perl 
cwt 



o 10 o 



o 10 o 



100 



INSURANCES. 



/ 



West Indies to United \ 

States per cent J 

United States to Holland 



C 



West Indies to United 



I* • • • • 



'. States per cent. 
United States to Medi- 



toraneaa 



.2 


d 





i 4 


4 





. 6 


6 





1 


% 





8 


8 






West Indies to London, 
4 to 10 Guineas ave- 
rage per cent 

London to Tonningen 
and Holland 



iC* 10 10 



7 '7 x> 
550 
£. 12 la o 



West Indies toLondon, 

per cent. 
London to Mediterra* 

neaa with convoy • • 



7 7* 
880 

£• rj 15 o 



. • 
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RECAPITULATION.* 



Extra charges on British Sugar to Holland and Flanders. ' 

Freigbt per cwt. as above } ©^7 6 C £*® ^ ^ 

« \ 12 Guineas r r >^ • ^ *> 

Insurance as above < ^ Ditto v Omncasper cent, f © a 



II Guineas 
On Sugar valued at 40^. per cwt 



Per cwt. ^. o 8 XI 



Extra charges on British Sugar to the Mediterranean. 
Freight per cwt. as above \ ^'^ ^ ^> £,0 10 

Insurance 
valued 



r- / o 9 o ) - ~ 

ice as above | '^i^DittT'} 5PWc«nt.onSugars ? 

at 40f. per cwt *• • • • .• • • ) 



o 2 



Per cwt. £, c 1% 6 



Upon what documents do you groiitid this ftatement? — ^The 
freight of fugar from the Weil Indies to the United States I ground 
on what I know, from my own knowledge, to have been paid by- 
planters at Trinidad ; the freight from the United States to various 
ports in Europe on the bills of lading (which the witnefs exhibited to 
the committee^) and the charge of infurance, from what has come 
within my own knowtedge as^n underwriter and merchant* 

Do you know whether any confiderable quantity of the produce of 
the boftile colonies is carried direct to the European markets in 
enemy's bottoms ? — I believe hardly fuch an attempt has been made 
fince the commencement of the prefent war, when enemy's (hips were 
on fuch voyages, without having been apprized of hd&ilities having 
taken place. 

Whether any confiderable quantity of the produce of the hoflile 
colotaies is carried direct to the European markets in neutral bottoms ? 
r-I believe not. 

Do you happen^ to know to what extent, or nearly, the trade from 

the enemy's Weft India colonies to Europe is carried on by the way 
of America ? — I have an accurate return of the import of fugkr and 
coffee in American vefTels into the port of Amfterdam, for the Year 

1806 i but have not been able to procure returns^ equally accurate^ 

of the imports in the other ports of Europe. ' 

^ What is the amount of that hnport into Amfterdam in the year 

1806 ? — As near as can be calculated, reducing the various packages 

of coflee into hoglheads of 8 cwt. eacbp and of fugar into hoglheada of 

12cwt.eacb,thc whole amounts to 34,oS5 hogmeads of coffee, and 

45,097 hoglheads of fugar. 

Upon what documents do you found that information ? — Upon the 

Amfterdam manifefts, from which the account of the cargccs novr 

delivered in is taken. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Imported in 21 x Vessels from the United States. 



COFFEE. 



Hhds. 



. 5,117 Casks, estimated 8 cwt. each .........;••.•. 5,ii7 

'54>497Bag8 .. dp i^ do. or |V of a hhd. i^>9^^ 

34,085 



SUGAR. 



»3iOi5Hhd8 

1,054 Tierces, each . . . } hhd. 

6,7x7 Barrels, do .... i do 
49,a8« Canisters and Chests I do 
22,997 Bags {, do 



ft3;Oi5 
703 

M19 
16,427 

3,83i 
45>097 



COTTON. 
7,9*5 •••••• Ba«» 

NANKEEN. 

401 ...••••..••••. Bales* 

248 • Bundles. 

40 ' Packages. 

6,180 ^.... Pieces. 

PEPPER. 
J,i88 Bags. 

COCOA. 



J.394 
io 



Bags. 

Casks. 



»■ < ■'* 
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To what other fourccs of information do you refer* for a gcner?.l Mr. 
tccount of the trade from the enemy's colonies to Europe, by the Marry* 
way of America? — Some tftimate may be formed of the extent to 
which this commerce is carried on by the fummary of the exports of 
the United States, from September 30th 1805, to Oaober 30th i«o6» 
publifhed in the New York Gazette of the 13th of March 1 806. The 
foreign exports are there ftated at 60,828,-236 dollars, from which 
muft be deduced the amount of European' and Eaft India goods 
re-exported, and which are not feparately diitinguifhed. 

You have ftated that you had no authentic doc,umeQt from which 
to judge of the extent of imports from America into other ports of 
Europe; can you fay, with any degree of certainty, what proportion 
the imports of Amfterdam bear to thofe of Rotterdam ?— It would be 
in a great degree matter of conje^ure ; but I have been informed 
that the joint imports of Rotterdam and Antwerp are confidered as 
nearly equal to that of Amfterdam. 

Withdrew. - ^ 

Marth, 1%^ die JtdU^ 1807. 
ANDREW WEDDERBURN, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

IN what fituation are you ? — ^A Weft India merchant, principally 
conncded with the ifland of Jamaica. Ia/l^' 

Have you had, either as proprietor, truftee, executor, or iadlor, Wedd«r- 
the accounts of various fugar plantations annually paffed through' "* 
y^ur bands, fo as accurately to judge of the whole of theexpencea 
and returns of thofe plantations ? — ^I have had the accounts of feveral 
eftates annually paifed through my hands as a factor, fo as accurately 
to judge of all the expenoes incurred in the conducting of a fugaf 
plantation. 

How many eftates do you mean to comprize ? — ^Eight eftates. 

Are thofe eftates very extenfive ? — Some are large, making from / 
4 to 5 hundred bogfheads, and others of a moderate (ize, makings 
from 100 to 150; and others of them from 200 to 300 hogftieads of 
fugar. 

Does your intercourfe^-elate only to Jamaica ? — ^The eftates 1 refer 
to are in Jamaics^. 

Are thefe the, whole of which you thoroughly know the concerns ? 
r-Yes. 

pave you obferved that of late years the averkge returns of fugar 
plantations to the proprietors have been inadequate to the capital 
embarked thereon, and to the neceflary expences of cultivation and 
management ? — I have ; I do not think the average returns, lince the 
year 1799, have yielded any thing like an adequate intereft on the 
capitals^inveftedy after paying the neceflary expences of cultiv^tiofl 
and management. ^ - . 

What do you confider to be an adequate intereft or return for a 
capital so employed ? — ^Ten pounds per cent, per annum at leaft, after 
paying all charges. 

Has the average return in the interval you have fpoken of, as far a« 
you can compute it, approached to ,10/. per cent ? — ^No, it has not. 



( i4o ) 

''Mr, Have you ever ifiade any exaft calculation ? — ^I have not made any 

JVedder- accurate calculation of the nett returns from the whole of thofe 

'**'"' cftates, during the period above mentioned ; but, from the produce 

of the eftates paffing through the houfe, in which I am a partner, I 

can iay generally that the nett returns has not approached to lo/. per 

* cent, upon the capital - 

Have you made any computation of the return made for the feme 
cftates 7 years previous to 1 799 ? — ^No, I have not. 

Are you not generally convinced that the returns in that period 
were more favourable ? — Certainly, much more favourable. 

What, according to the beft average computation "you can make, 
ina^ be the expence ^taching in the Weft Indies to the production 
of I'cwt. of Mufcovado or raw fugar over and above the produce of 
jum, including every contingent expence on t»he plantation up to the 
time of ihipment, and all imported fupplies, but exclufive of any 
allowance of return on capital r — ^The average charge on the 8 eftates 
I have mentioned is %os, lod. perpwt. 

What is the amount of expences attaching on the fame cwt. of 
fugar, at the prefent time, uibfequent to the Ihipment, and to the 
time when it is fold, delivered, and paid for ? — The charge, exclufive 
of duty, is about i6j. of which 10s. is freight; about 3J. in- 
fu ranee, and the other 35. is composed of commiffion, broker^e, 
and port charges. * 

How much of this latter charge- of i6j. per cwt. might be fub- 
traAed in time of peace ? — From 4j. to 4j. ^d- per cwt. 

On what data is that calculation founded r — There would be a 
reduction of about 3J. on freight, and is. or ij. 6d, on infurancc. 

What are the principal items that conftitute the ifland charge of 
^oj. io</..per cwt.,? — White people's falaries, and commiflions ; taxes 
paid in the ifland ; lumber and ftaves from America for the eredlion 
and repair of buildings, and for makipg calks to bring home the pro- 
duce; floYir and other provifioiis from America; purchafe of cattle 
and mules; medical attendance on negroes, hired labour, ftoret 
from Great Britain and Ireland. 

What are the principal articles of fupply from Creat Britain and 
Ireland, which are furniflied to the fugar plantations? — The prin- 
cipal articles are woollen and linen clothing, and hats, for the ne- 
groes; ironmongery and mill work, wood, hoops, and caiks. Cop- 
per for ftills and boilers, lead, herrings, fait beef and pork, and a 
fmall proportion of grain. 

During the late diftrefs of the trade, have not the articles for the 
ufe and comfort of the negroes been fent out as ufual, without any 
diminution ? — They have been fent to all the eftatc;s I have any con- 
nection v^ith in the fame proportion as ufual. 

During your experience, has not the coft of all the above articles, 
fent from Great Britain and Ireland, greatly increafed ? — ^It has. 

What are the principal articles which the colonies import from 
the American States, and is it necelfary that they fliould import 
them from thofe States ? — ^The principal articles are ftaves for caflcs, 
for the purpoie of fending home the produce confifting of rum, 
fugar and coifee, boards for the heading of fugar hogfheads, and 
boards and fhingles, with timbers of various defcription for the 
repair and eredion of the buildings necelTarjr to carry on the manu- 
facture of fugar and rum ; and for drying' of eoifee^ ftour^ com and 
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peafe, for the negroes. Shads and other pickled fifh are likewife ^''*^ 
imported from the United States in aid of the fupply of herrings ^ * 
from this country, and fait cod fi(h are alfo imported from the **' 
United States as well as from Britiih North America. . Of thefe ar- 
ticles, the lumber, ftaves, and flour, and pickled fi(h, I conceive can 
be procured from the United States only in adequate quanjtities, and 
at reafonable prices* 

^ You have ftated generally, that the returns made by fugar planta- 
tions have, during the laft 7 years, been inadequate; what has been 
the cafe during the laft and prefent year in particular, as applying to 
the fugar crop of 1806 ? — Many eftates, particularly thofe making 
the inferior quality of fugar, I ihould apprehend, have brought their 
proprietors in debt upon the tranfadions of that crop ; i. e. the fales 
of the produce have not paid the expences incurred tor the making. 
^ What is the prefent ftate of the market, the profped of importa- 
tion of fugar from the colonies^ and the probable fneans of difpofing 
diereof ? — ^The market is in the fame deprefied ftate it has been for 
many months paft. And, though there has been a very confiderable 
exportation within thele few weeks, it has hot caufed an increafe of 
price, the continental markets being fupplied from the hoftile colo- 
nies by the neutral carriers^ at fuch low prices, that the Britiih co- 
lollies cannot aSbrd to cxkcr into competition with them. I have 
no reafon to think that the importation of this year will fall ihort of 
that of the laft in any material degree, and until very lately, a large 
portion of laft year's importation remained on hand. We cannot 
therefore cxped to be ab)e to difpofe of our fur plus impoit^tion at 
an earlier period, or at better prices than we did Jaft year, unlefs a 
new and very conftderable confumptiou is opened at home, or unleft 
the accefs to the continental markets be by fome means or other 
facilitated, and its fupply from the hoftile colonies interrupted. 

What has been the average Gazette price per cwt. exclufive of 
duty, for the laft 8 months? — ^It has varied from 36J. to 31/. 
per cwt. 

What is the expence per cwt. of fugar for Britiih fupplies, and 
illand expences, beyond the produce of the fales of rum ? — ^Accord- 
ing to the accounts of eight eftates I have laid before the committee, 
it amounts to %oj, lod. 

What is the expence per cwt. of fugar for infurance, freight, mer- 
ohants commiflion, brokerage, and port charges ? — ^About i6j. 

Have you any idea that the eftates with which you are conne^fted 
have* within the laft year, made any intereft at all upon their capital i 
—They have made ho intereft at all upon the average. 

What has been, in your memory, the difference between the e^c- 
treme prices of the beft and worft Mufcovado fugar, and what is that 
difference now ? — I have known the difference between the higheffc 
and loweft price of fugars not to exceed from ten to fifteen fhtlling« 
per hundred weight ; and L have alfo known it to amount to from 
' thirty to thirty-five fliillings, which it does at prefent. 

Do not the extremes become more diftant when the home con-* 

fumption is alone, or chiefly in the market, and approach much 

'nearer when there is a ftrong competition of foreign demand-P-^er- 

tainiy, there Is a greater de^reftibn in the price of the low^r qualities 

compared with that of the higher, when there is tjie leaft demand in 
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^f- the market, and that is s;erieraTly the caie when there is little or ii9 
wcdder- (iemand for exportation ^ 



hura 



- > 



Thcte 
accounts 
will an** 
pear at 



Suppofing that a return of barely ten per cent, upon his capital 
was an adequate compenfation to the fagar planter for his adventurcy 
rift;, and labour, in the cultivation and manufacfture of fugar, how 
much do you think, on the beft average calculation you can make, 
ought he to have for each hundred weight of the article he fhips, free 
from all charges whatever, in order to enfure him fuch return?— I 
' fhould conceive not lefs than thirty {hillings per hundred weight. It 
ilepends very much on the capital which may be fuppofed to be em- 
ployed, when you come to determine the rate per cwt. that muft 
come net into the planter*s pocket, to give him ten per cent. u{)oq 
his capital. In my anfwer, I have fuppofed an eftate making on an 
' average aoo hogflieads of fugar, of fourteen cwt. each, which cannot 
certainly be. eftablifhed at an expencc of lefs than 40,000/. fterling, 
and thirty fhilHngs per cwt. on 200 hogfheads, that is to fay» on 
4,800 cwt. will give 4,200/. or a little more than ten per cent. I com- 
pute the capital of the eftate as follows: 250 negroes, al 70/. fterling, 
will be 17,500/; I So head of cattle and mules, at 30/! fterling, will be 
5j40o/.; the buildings for carrying on the manufacture, negro houfes, 
and overfeers houfes, I would value at 7,000/. fterling, which would 
leave the land to be valued at 10,160/. I c<)nfider the value put upon 
the land extremely moderate, though it is entirely by fuppoHtion, - 
becaufe forhe lands are very valuable in themfdves, and others not 
worth any thing, but as the means of employing the other capital. I 
fhould think on fuch an eftate as th's, the charge attaching to the 
fugar, over and above the produce of the rum, would be lefs than the 
average of the eight eftates I have mentioned, perhaps it might not be 
more than fourteen or fifteen (hillings per cwt. 

As the law at prefent ftands, the Weft India merchant is allowed 
to give only rum and molaflcs to the Americans who furnifh ftavesf— 
I believe it is fo. 

Wliat proportion of the rum and molafles do you imagine, on the 
, average, is given to the Amei'icans in exchange for thofe articles ?— 
In tha quarter of the ifland in whiclvl am perfonally intereftcd, the 
Americans who fupply the lumber will not take rum from the eftates, 
the confequencc of which is that almoft the whole of the rum made 
upon the eftates I am connedted with comes to this country, and the 
lumber and provifions are paid for either in cafh or by bills upon this 
country. 

Do not they take a great portion of the molaflea? — ^No, the whole 
is diftilled into rum on the eftates I am connedled with. 

In the total celTation of the foreign demand, are not the lower forts 
of fugar next to unfaleable ? — They have been fo during this laft fea- 
fon ; they cpuld only be difpofed of by being put up ta public fale, 
and fold for whatever might be offered, which, price ofi^red is far 
below the real coft of the article. 

What proportion do the coalrfe or low fug^irs you have fpoken of 
bear to the whole importation? — A very fmairpropOrtion of the im- 
portation confifts of what are called fine fugars.^* 

Have you brought with you any accounts ?— jl have brought, firft^ 
the account by^whic^ I make the charge attaching to the fugar cropi 
over and above the proceeds of rum^ amount to 20/* 10^. on an avc* 
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rage of 8 estates. I have alfo the account of the produce and expences tie ead 
of fix crops of one of thofe eftates (marked No. x. in the ftatement «f Mir. 
of the average charge.) The expences, on an average of the laft Jl^^^djier* 
four years, alter dedu<5ting the proceeds of the ram, forms a charge ^J^ilm, 
on the fugar crop of this eftate, of 14^. id. per cwt. : the b<iilding» ^qq. 
have not required any extenfive repairs, and there has been no pur^ 
chale of negroes, nor allowance made for deterioration of capital ^ 
though in i8oz there were 345 negroes on the eftate, and in 1806 
only 301, the excefs of deaths over births being in that period 44; 
nor is there any charge for intereft made in that account* The fugar 
senefally fells higher than the average ^rice quoted in the Gazette. 
Valuing this eftate moderately, the capital cannot be taken at lefs 
than 50,000/. fterling, as it was in 1801, with 345 negroes; though it 
coft the proprietor a great deal more. The average net return it 
9,148/. which gives a little more than 4 per cent, upon the capital; 
but if the average annual lofs of negroes had been replaced>y frefh 
purchafes, the returns Mfonld have been only about three per cent. 
I have feleded this account, becaufe the eftate has been making re-[ 
gular crops, and been under regular management, and becauie the 
charge upon the fugar crop is conftderably lefs per cwt. than the 
average I have already ftated- * 

. At what rate did you value the feven riegroes diminiihed ? — ^I fup- 
pofe the average price to be about xoo/. currency, which is about 
70/. fterling. 

Had that eftate> which you faf has been well regulated, been^able 
to keep up its eftablilhment prcvioufly to this? — I have not the 
meaits of afcertaining the fa^, but I conttder this eftate as one whofe 
negroes have been' extremely well managed, and who have been li- 
berally fupplied with't:loathing and provifions, and they are wellfup- 
pUcd with provifion-grounds^and yet the refult has been, that they have 
not been ^ble to keep up their numbers : there has been an average an- 
nual decreafe of feven negroes from the nuhiber of 345^ which ia 
about %i per cent. I have an account of another of the eight eftates^ 
being the one marked No. 3* in the ftatement of the average charge, 
which, in this eftate, 'amounts to only twelve (hillings per cwt. This This ac- 
lownefs of expences arifes from there being a breeding farm attached countwill 
to it fufficient to raife cattle for its own ufe, otherwife if they had to appear ac 
pitrchafe cattle, the charge would be at leaft fifteen fhillings per cwt. *•*?* 
as the annual expence would have been more than is ftated in the ac- ^^" ^ 
count by four or five hundreci pounds fterling. This eftate has 276 ^^^^^^^^^ 
negroes upon it, it has made a full average crop laft year, and the ex- ainin«« 
pences have not been more than ufual. The capital cannot, I think, tioo. 
be taken at lefs th^ 4(;,ooo/- fterling. The refult of crop 1806 is, 
that the fugar and mm fold for 3)3 34/- ; the Britifh and Jriih fupplies 
amounted to 1,290/. ; the ifland contingent expences i,i 19/. making 
a charge of 39409A The lofs is therefore 75/. I make this ftatement 
in corroboration of what I have faid, that eftates making low fugar 
have not paid their expences this laft crop of 1S06 I have likewife 
brought an account of the prices at different periods* from the year 
'7^3 down to 1806, of the different articles formiqg the principal 
expence in the ifland. 

Does it iPall within your knowledge, that, in confeouence of the low 
yielding of fugar plantationBi various annuitantSi cnildren at fchooJ^ 
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Mr. tnd others dependent upon fuch fugar eftatesi have either bad t^cir 
, >^<dder* ufual allowances wholly* or partially withheld^ within the laft year ? 
buin. — ^]^ ^^^ ^Q^ come within my knowledge as relating to any of the 
eftates with which I am connededy but I have no douht of the fad 
from general information. None of the proprietors of the eftates 
with which I am conne^ed are in the fituation deicribed in the 
queftion. 

You (poke of the average expences on eight eftates ; was the cuiti« 
vation increafing^ or declining on thofe eftatest during the feven or 
eight years of which you took the average ? — ^The proprietors were 
endeavouring to keep up the produce to the average rate ; there was 
no great diSerence> as will appear by the accounts I have given in ; 
in which the crops are annually ftated* 

Boes there appear to have been any attempt at new cultivation ? 
—No. 

Upon an eftate making soohogflieads> you value the land at lOfioo/. 
but you ftate that the value of land vsuries much ; is the fum of io»ioo/. 
in your opinioni the average value of an eftate where the capital is 
40t0oo/. ? — In ftating the value of the land' to be eo»ooc/. I ftated it 
on a fuppofilion entirely ; but the fum of io»ioo/» is certainly far fliort 
of the value that would have been put on fuch an eftate* in the de- 
'icriptions and valuations of eftates in Jamaica. 

Could you fay whereabouts the average is ? — ^No» I cannot* becaufe 
the value depends fo much on the lituation* and the nature of the 
foil. 

Are there in refpe^ of the eftates you have mentioned* wbece the 
Americans would not take the rum and molaftes in part payment for 
lumber* any peculiar ctrcumftances which prevented their takiag 
them upon that eftate* or is it a general circumftance in the ifland* 
that they will not take rum and molalTes ? — ^It is a general circum- 
ftance in that quarter of the ifland of which I ipeak. 

Can you mention what peculiar circumftanees in that quarter of 
the ifland prevent their being taken there ? — ^I do not fay there are pe* 
culiar circumftanees that -prevent the Americans taking rum and 
molaifes in that quarter of the ifland more than in others* but I only 
Ipeak from my own knowledge to the f&dt* that they do i^t take the 
mm and mokifles in payment. 

Can yon fay what circumftanees prevent their taking them firoai 
that quarter of the ifland* when they do take them fronx other qtiar* 
ters of the ifland ?— ^I cannot lay that they do take them in other 
quarters of the ifland ; I only fpeak to my own knowledge* that in 
that quarter of the ifland they do not ; the impreffion .upon my mind 
is* that in th^ other quarters of the ifland they do net take any coa- 
£derable quantity. 

You 'have ftated the average expence per owt. on a fugar eftate* 
after deduding the expences* to be twenty fliillings and ten pence on 
eight eftates; you afterwards particularized two eftates; on one of 
which the expence was 14s. %d, what can have.reduced that expence 
fo much below the average?— A combination of circumftanees ; there 
is a greater proportion of negroes, and of courfe lefs hired labour ; it 
makes lar^e crops* and of courfe the expence is fmaller than on an 
eftate making a unaller cro|>* it makes alfo a larger proportipn of rutp 
than fome others* . 
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What do you mean by hired labour? — ^Where they hire negroes to ^''• 
work by the day or the week, who are not their oWn property. Widder- 

Do you know whether there is land which is not ftocked^ and on "*^"*' 
Which there are no buildings^ freqototly on,fale^"-*There have been * 

lots of uncultivated land fold repeatedly^ and where there is a fmall 
lot of land of a good foil, mear to a fugar eftate» a high price is often 
paid for it ; but if a man had a lot of land not in that ntuation. and 
not in cultivation^ I do not believe any perfon would buy it at this 
moment. 

Withdrew. 

(A.) 

The CHARGE attaching to the Sugar Crop» over and abowe the 
Proceeds of Rum, on the following eight Eftates^ amounts to zoj. lod. 
per cwt. 

Nok X. . k being • • » £.0 14 2^ per cwt* 

No. 2 I » 6 

No. 3. .•......,. o 1% o 

No. 4 184 

No. 5 ..163 

No. 6. I o 9 \ 

No. 7. '. ,154 

No. 8 » . . o 17 3 

8)8 6 7 
Makes an average of ^C.i 010 
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No. l| Continued. , 

The aboTe Jamaica Ezpcnces, for 1806, consist of 

Peoples Salaries and Commissioos. •;•••.. £, 60^ sterling 

Live Stock, Mules, and Cattle 657 

Negro Labour ...:.. 480 

Medical Attendance • . • Z% 

Smiths Woric, and Miscellaneous Charges* • • 72 

Taxes .........; ^. 250 

iVharfoge 133 

Lumber for repairs of Buildings and Casks 680 

Fresh Beef, X49; Herrings bought, 93 • %j^z 

1 

And the Stores sent from ^tain^ 1806, coiisists of the following : 

Lime. • • • '. £ f 

Osnaburghs.* , .,....••.....•• i3# 

Soap, Candles, and Tallow , , • ., 13 

Meoicines and Wine for N^oes ' .••...•.• 39 

^ , Hats, Negro Clotbing,.and Chf ck^ ••. ^ ••.•... ^ , 148 

Upholster^, Pottery, Oil, and Paint .....«•••• j 35 

Cheesfi, and Porter , 8 

Cordage, 'Stationary, Thread, &c t% 

Wood H90PS and Casks .^ 81 

Iron-ware, an(f Lead .•..•...••«.....' 253 

Grain...; 35 

Freight, and other charges {hereon ...t ^ 137 

Fire Bricks, including charges ..'.... '130 

Coals Ditto ......•..•'•-•-..'..••.••.••• ^, %7,t 

Salt Ditto...... , ' 10 

Irish Provisioi^ Ditto^. ;....' ^.7 85 

flerrings Ditto ..••.• 275 

: .1,708 

'No charge 19 made for interest of csqdtali or purchase of Negroes. 
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No. 2y Continued 



PARTICULARS of the Supplies, an<J Island, .Expences, 

for 1806. 

Supplies; viz. 

Osnaburgh, Negro Ctothing, Hate, Jackets, &c. - 269 

Grain, Wine, Oil, Tallow, Cheese, Porter, Medicines,? . 



lime. Bricks, Glass, Rope, Corks, Stationary ' •» 
Ironmongery, Lead, Wood Hoops, Oxbows, &c. &c. 
Convoy Duty, Custom-house £ntry and Shipping > 
charged on the above ^ ^ 

Irish Provisions, including charges • . . 



s 



Herrings 


- 


Do. 


Coals 


- 


Do. 


Salt 


- 


Do. 


£ire Bricks • 


• 


Do. 



If land Expences ; viz. 

Hired Labour • - - • • 

Medical Attendance, Tradesmen's accounts, fresh 7 
Beef, Wharfage, &c. J 

Cattle purchased - - ' - 
Taxes - -' - 

Lumber for repairs of Buildings and Casks« Salt? 

Fish, &c. J 

White Peoples Salaries, and Attomies Commissions 



61 

;30I 

»I4 

130 
277 

6 



561 
589 

448 
324 

549 
5»5 



•«»99S 



No charge i^ made for interest of capital, or purchase of Negrpcs. 



( IS2 ) 



No. 3. 



An ESTATE in Westmoreland, Jamaica.- 

276 Negroes. 



British Stores. 



Crop iSo4 * 
- - lids - 
. • x8o6 - 



Average fjpr one year 



Island 
Expences. 



£. 1,47* 
1,54* 

1,290 



u 



4.304 



£• ^^»o 

i>745 
V19 



Hhds. I Puns. 



5,^84 



1:434 



I 1,894 



2^7 

220 
221 



66g 



124 
115 

78 



31s 



223 



X05 



Average of British Supplies for 1 year ,-/<;. £. 1,434 
Po. of Island Expences for do. - - - h^H 

Total averse Charge £. 3,318 
Deduct Proceeds of i05 Puns. Rum, which being strong, 

•old oni an average at £. 15. - ' - i>57S 

■ ^ • ■ ■ _«_ 

£. 1,753 

Actual average Ian<}ing T^ejghts %^SI cwt. on ^hich the above forms a 
«harg9 of 12*. per c^t. 

The abov^ are the actual expences of this Estate; but it is to be observed 
that they dQ.not in fact constitute the whole charge which properly attaches 
to the Sugar, as there is a breeding Farm for raising: Cattle combined with 
the Sugar Plantation, and consequently no charge is made for the purchase 
of Cattle to car^y on the Sygar Estate : this item alone, at the price 
ar which Cattle has been sold during these three years, would constitute a 
charge of at least £. 500 per annum, on an average, on this Estate, which 
on the average weight of the Sugar Crop, is 3/. 4^. per cwt. making the whole 
charge 13^.4^. pep cwt, ThisEstateis at a moderate distanceiromtheshipping^ 
place, and has plenty of wood for fuel ; consequently no charge for coals. 

Th^ particulars of the Island Expences, for crop 1806, are 

Salaries and Comn^issions - - Stg. £. 467 

Hired Labour - - - 393 

Taxes - - - - - 478 

Lumber for Repairs of Buildings and Casks, - 

Salt Fish, &c. from America - - 566 

"Tradesmen's Accounts, Fresh Beef and Fish, 

Wharfage, Medical Attendance, &c. - - 415 

> * . 1 . • .. . • >. •• ^ 

£' *>" 19 
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No. 3, Continued^ 
PARTICULARS of STORES, for 1806. 

Lime........ • ••..•••X*' ^ o 

Osnaburghs. '• 135 % n 

Soap, Candle8,and Tallo^ ...,..'. 2i 11 7 

Medicines and Wine for Negroes . •' • . 36 15 4 

Hats, Negro Clothing, and Checks. ... 13^ la 1 1 

Potterir* Oils, and Paints « 36 10 7 

Cordage, Stationary, and Thread 10 10 9 

Wood Hoops and Casks',. • •••• %x 64 

Iron Ware and Lead. • . . . • «.....•••. 942 6 6 

Grain 34 14 9 

Freight, Duty, and Charges 139 o 5 

Salt, including Charges « «••• 12 19 ^9 

Irish Provisions, Do. 80 11 i x 

Herrings...... Do 313 3 7 



'» .1. 



£. 1,289. 14 7 



NOvCharge for interest of capital, nor for the purchati 
^^ ^fjBPi^^i i< made in the above. 
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No, 4, Continued. 

. PARTICULARS of Stores and Island Expences 

for Crop 1806. 

Soppliet;Ti2. 

Osnaburghs, Negro Clothing, Hate, Jackets, Hand- \ r mt^ 

kerchiefs, &c ^A- «^5 

Grain, £• i6. Wine, £• ?• Cheese, £•% 3* Por- > 

ter,£,5. .,., J 3« 

IronmoHTOry, 8kz, . • \ • ••...•• J09 

Lime, Bncks, frc. .....'.....•• • 14 

Oil, Tallow, Soap, Tar, &c %^ 

Medicines 14 

Wood, Hoops, Oxbows, and Caisks. «•••.• 3S 

Corks, Stationary, Rope, Seeds, &c ...» ' 15 ' 

Custom House Entries, Convoy Duty, and Ship- 1 

pingCharges J *? 

Gunpowder >. with ^liarges. .»•••••• • % 

CoalSf Do • . • a^ 

Salt Do «..« 5 

Irish Provisiooft «..».;. Do. ••«*••; •. ^c 

Herrings Do •.•..,..^. 160 



Jamaica Expences \ viz. 

, Hired labour. •••••.•* 357 

Cattle purchased • . p • 34S 

Taxes 171 

Fresh Beef, Medical Attendance, Tradesmen^sl 

Bills, Wharfage, &c » J 45s 

Lumber, Salt Fish, Flour, &c.. .«.•.. • 047 

Attdraies Commissions, White P«ople*s Salaries, &&• • 345 



178 Negroes. 



1,930 



Ko duu^ for intereit of capital, nor for purchase of Negroes, Is made m i3bm 

above. 



■■ ■*■ 



(156 ) 



No. 5- 



An ESTATE in Hanover, Jamaica. 



Crop iSos 

2804 

1805. .••. 

x8o6 

l^rticulars stated I 



Bnti«h 

. and 

Irish 

Supplies. 



916 
895 

730 



Jamaica 
Expcnces 



1,467 



TOTAL 



Total Expences -for 4 y/tars .... 
Deduct Proceeds of the Rum . . 



Total Exp. of making 508 hhds. Sugar 



».75« 

3.45 > 
3,162 

2,7*9 



a|i74 



9»9«9 



Crop made. 



HhdsJTrs. 



«33 
146 

X3^ 
93 



So% 



• • • 
• • « • 
. . . • 



Puns. 



36 

40 
34 

30 



Proceeds 

of 
the Rum. 



695^ o 
595 ® 



3'7 



o 



*,I74 ° 






If 508 cost £.9,919 I will cost. iC*<9* 'O* ^• 

On which 14 cwt. 3 qr. 7 lb. the average weight, is • . ^x. 6. 3. per cvt. 



PARTICULARS of Supplies an4 Jamaica Expences, for 1806. 

Supplies; Tiz. 

Osnaburgbs, Ne^o Cloathi ng, Linen, Hats, Checks, &c. .... ^ri6o 

Grain, £15. Medicines, £16. Wine, £4. Cheese, £3. Porter £ 5... . 53 

Soap, Candles, Oil, Tallow, Lime, &c %1 

Ironmongery, Lead, &C • , zi6 

Bope, Stationary, Corks, Seeds, &c. 13 

Wood Hoops, Oxbows, and' Casks. • 37 

Custom House Entries, Convoy Duty, and other Charge^. • • • . • 1 19 

Gunpowder, iiicluding Charges •••.. 3 

Salt ditto. « 5 

Provisions ditto 31 

Herrings ditto • « . • 166 £. 

.730 



{ lat ) 



t 



I 



PARTICULARS of Supplies atid Jamaica Expences iaC 

1806. 

Broti^t forwaiti. . . • . • * » •'«••••• £*Jio 

lamaica Ezpencet ; viz. ^ 

Lumber, Sah Fish, VUmf, &Cf « «« a • »4 »« ....... , %ts 

Hiried Labour ..«4. «•••.• 45j 

Cattle pnrchaied • • ««., 41X 

Taxes, Ac « 141 

Fresh Beef, Medical Attendaace, Wharfase, Tradeipien^s BiUb, &c. 446 
Attomies CommissiQn, White People's Suaiies. .«...• •• 3S£ 

' «»9» 



151 Negroes. 



/ 



K. B. In the above Ezpences no charge is made for interest on thvxapital^ 
. nor allowance for keeping up the strength of Negroes. 
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No. 6. 



An ESTATE in Hanover, Jamaica. 



British 
and 
Irish 

Supplies 



Orop 1803. 

1S04. 

1S05. 

x8o6. 
Particulars stated' 
below J 



Jamaica 
Expeoces 



CiXips. 



Hhds. Ts. Pons. 
Sugar 



Total 




Total Ezpences for 4 years. 
Deduct Proceeds of the Rum .. . 



44 

7S 
SO 



oo 40 



3tal Expence 5 456 Hhds. } c„^. 
of making } ico Trs. J *"*^ 



Procanis 
of the 
Rum. 



708 

1,106 

8o» 

3ao 



3,136 






Tn. 456 Hhds. 

100 equal to 67 Hhds. 

If 5»3 cost iC-7r399 i will cost ^^.14. 3. 

On which 13 cwt. 1 qrs. 1 1 lbs. the Average Nt. Wt. is j^. i. o. 9. per cwi; 

PARTICULARS of Supplies and Jamaica Expences, for 



1806. 



£. 



Osnaburghs, Negro Cloathing, Hats, Handkerchiefs, &c;. 155 

Grain, £.25. Medicines, £.15. Wine, £9. Cheese, £.3. Porter, £.5. 57 

Soap, Candles, Oil, Talk>w, Lime, &c i^ 24 

Ironmongery, Lead, Arc , ^ 93 

Kope, Stationary, Corks, Seeds, &c 14 

Wood Hoops, Oxbows, and Casks '. . . . 135 

Custom House Entry, Convoy Duty, and Shipping Charges 97 

Coals, with all Charges thereon • ••.... 204 

Gunpowder ditto ,.......,, 2 

Salt ditto ^ 

Fire Bricks ditto. . . . , 18 

provisions ditto : '. , , , 75 

Herrings ditto. , ^ , J94 £. 

— -X.093 



1 

I 

{ 159 ) 
No. 6, Continued. 

PARTICULARS of SUippIies and Jamaica Ezpencesi 

for 1806. 

Brought Forward ••••••••.. £*^fi9% 

Jamaica Expencet ; Viz. 

JLumber, Salt Fish, Flour, &c.. 43c 

Hired Labour. ••• , 16S 

Taxes , 127 

Fresh Beef, Medical Attendance, Wharfage, and Tradesmen's Bills 553 

Attomies Commissipn, and White People's Salaries 345 

i,6t4 

fjo Negroes. 

N. B. In the above Ezpenoes, no Charge is nude for Interest on the Gttti* 
tal, nor AUowaaces for keeping up thcttrength of Negroes. 
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No. 7. . 

A JAMAICA ESTATE In Westmoreland, . with 344Ne- 

groes, and 23S head Stocky / 



Oop 1803 
1804. 
1805. 
x8o6. 



For 4 years. ..••,£. 
/ 
Average for i year. . £. 



Stores 

from 

Britain. 



^•0 
798 

2,969 
»,i9* 



8,ix» 



2,Q28 



Total Charges for i year £, 

Deduct Proceeds of Rum. • « 



Chaiges on Sugar* 



£• 



Jamaica 
Ezpences 


Crop of 


'Sugar. 


Rum 
Puns.' 

37 
82 

106 
124 


Hhds. 


Trs. 


£> 
1,666 

3,462 

3,253 
3,749 


89 
191 

a6o 


31 
20 

40 
41 


12,130 


732 


i3» 


349 


3,034 

a,028 


183 


33 

1 


5,060 
M93 


3,567 



Proceeds 
of Rum. 



l,"9 
J,495 
1,5*7 
1,830 



5.971 



1,493 



Viz. 183 Hhds. 

33 Tierces equal to 22 Ditto ao5 Hhds. which is ;£.I7« S. o. per Hhd. 

Average weight, cwt. 13. 2. a6. per Hhd. net at landing, which it iC '• 5* 4* 
per flprt. exclusive of Insurance. 
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No. 7, .Contmued. 

The STORES tent iioiaJGjrcat Bxitain consist of tlie folowing, in i8<»5 j 

Lixne » ** • ...««... j^* 8 

Sd*p Mnd Candles . . . ,;. ; • X5 

Osnaburgbs, Chec'ks/and Negro Cloathing 336 

Medicines and Wine for Ne^oes. ,< \ ^ 39 

Iron Ware, Copper, and Lead 355 

Stationary, Cordage, Paint, 03s, &c : 6x 

Hats , . ^ .• i 37 

Grain, Cheese, and Porter ' So 

.Fire fericks ...••. 4» 

Wood Hoops and Casks .......•»., 90 

Herrings ...••,......, 359 

Charges thereon ....;.,;%.«. V. • < . . ^ 357 jC* 

' . 1,785 

Coals, including Charges • ^ • . ,,• * '> •^ 303 

Salt ditto « 12 

Irish Provisions ditto « • » . • 91 

4 

/- . . . • 

The Jamaica Expences, in 1 806, connsf df the following : 

Salaries to V/hite People, and Commissions .^ 616 

Stock bought J ' 708 

Negro labour .....'.». .<.. 273 

Repairs to Mill work, Building, and Miscellaneous Charges. . . . 549 

Medical Attendance • 86 

Taxes 1 •, 364 

Fresh Beef « , i ^ . . . . . 130 

Wharfa|re 

Lumber, for Buildings and Caiks 4 • . ^ . . . « . . . 4 • . • 

£ 3,749 

" " ■ « 

In this Statement, the actu&L Expences' incurred only are charged, and mt 
Estimate-is made of the Ifl|erett on Capital, or the annual diminution of the 
Y^ue of the Negroes* 
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Paper (C.) 

CROP l8c6. 

* ' • 

144 Hhdp. 30 Tees. Siigur, produced • £*h1^S 

57 Hhds. lost iriT f1^ July lleeti had theyarrived, would 

have produced about , • • 590 

Proceeds of the Rum Crop 1,23s 

3.613 
Deduct Insuraocexm Sugar and Rum • « • • 179 

British and Irish Suppliet • •••• . £1,290 

IilandExpences \ 2,119 

"3»409 

Low £-75 

On an Average of three years, the Ezpences, after deducting th# produce 
«| the Rum, forms a charge on the Sugar Crop of this estate of only i zx. per 
cwt- which arises from a Peon being attached to it sufficient to raise Cattle 
for its own use; otherwise if it had to purchstee Cattle, the charge would be at 
least 15/. per cwt.and the Isknd Expences would have been more by £400. 
to £500* i^terling. It has 276 Negroes on it, ^ade a full Average Crop last 
year, and the -Expences in the same proportion. — The Capitu, valuing it 
moderately, camiot be taken at less than £.4i}000 sterling. 
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THOMAS ^OHAKt Efquirei calkd hit uul examined. 

Mr/ STA'fE to the cpitoinittee your cohneaioi^ with the Britifli Weft 

Hufthas. India colonies^ and^the means you have had of acquainting yourfclf 
with the Weft India trade ?— I am a Weft India merchant, conneded 
particularly with the iiland of Jamaica^ and have been acquainted 
with its trade for the laft twenty vears apd upwards ; I refided in the 
ifland of Jamaica twelve years of that .tjmcy and tpe laft ten years in 
London, and I have hid ample occafion to be well acquainted with 
Weft India cottpaerce. 

Have you had, eithrr as proorietort trufteCf elecutotf or fador, 
the accounts of various fugar plantations annually pafling through 
yoor hands, fo as accurately to judge of the whole of the expenses 
and returns cf.thofe plantations?— The accounts of various fqgar 
plantations in the^eft Indies have pafled through my hands, ^ ^n 
agent or fador, not as a proprietor, or in the capacity of executor or 
truftee, fo that I am enabled to judge df the whole of thofe cxpcnoes 
and returns. 

Have you obferved of late years, that the average returns of fugar 
plantations to the proprietors have been adequate, or otherwif<^ to 
the capital embarked ^ thereon, and to the neceffary expences of cul- 
tivation and management?— The average returns of late years> from 
Ittgar eftates, have been very inadequate to make any fuitable returns 
Ibr the capital embarked, and the expences Incurred in the manage* 
neat of olantations. 

To what caufes principally do you attribute fuch inadeouacy of 
the returns?— To low prices, enhanced charges, and hi|^ duties in 
' this country. 
' What are the principal articles of fupply from Great Britain and 
Ir^landy which are fiirni(hed to the fugar plantations ?— Various arti- 
cles for the clothing and food of negroes, for the ere^on and main- 
tieiunce of works and buildings. 

You have ftated generally, that the returns made by fugar planta- 
tions have, during late yoarsi biten inadequate ; what has beep the 
cafe, during the laft andprefent year in particular, as applying to the 
ibg^r crop of aSo6?— During the laft and prefent year, the prices 
ikave been uncommonly low, fo much fo, that m many mftances within 
my own knowledge, whole crops of fugar frotn {particular eftates have 
not produced net in this country, to the );>lanter, more than one- 
ludf they did to the planter twenty years ago, when the charges of 
cultivation, and other expences^ were coiDpar^tively exceedingly 
finalU 

What is the prefeni ftate of the market, the pro4>ect of importation 
of fugar from the colonies, and the probable means of difpofing there- 
of ^-^Under prefent circumftances, the profped is perhaps more 
difcouraging than it bitherto has been ; I (peak of the circuuiitances 
of the prefent day $ ,We have a very confiderable quantity of fugar 
upon hand, a large import ibortly expeded, and the accefsto foreign 
markets apparently toore^dijlicult tnap it ever has been during the 
laft yean 
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Wbsft importation liat taken place linceipffic A April laft ^<— Only |£]v.^ 
one of the annual fleets of this feafon, aamcll^* •nt from the Wind* '***l^""» 
ward iOandsy has yet arrived. t 

What other importation is ezpeded in the iouvfe of this ywr f^^ 
I calculate that the import this year will be pretty Buich Uie flunc 
as laft ; perhaps a fmaU redudion, 

Are there not many eftates in Jamaica, which from their foil, ex* 
{>oruret and fit nation, muft make fugar of a quality always below tht 
Gazette average price, and which therefore muft, by the prefent 
circumftances of the trade, be under peculiar deprefTion '— 4Jndottbt» 
cdly there are many fuch eftates, the proprietors of which, of courle, 
muft fuffer more from the prefent depreiled prices, than the pro* 
prietors ofiplantations which make better iu^ar. 

What has been, in your memory, the difference between the ex« 
treme prices of the heft and of the worft Mufcovado fugar at the 
I/omlon market, and what is that difierenee now ^— I cannot fpeak 
for any coQliderable length of time back, but the difference of pried 
between the worft quality and the beft is about thirty, or from thirty 
to thirty-five (hillings per hundred weight, ' 

Do not the exmmes become more diftant when the home con* 
fumption is alobe, or chiefly in the market, and approach much 
nearer when there is a competition of foreign demand ?«^They 
do fo. 

Does not the quantity of ordinary and inferior (fagar nflide ii^ Jar 
inaiea far exc#ed the quantity of fine fugar produced^there F-«-ya« 
doubtedly it does ; the quantity of fine fugar forms but a fmall pro* 
portion of the total quantity manufacfured in Jamaica. 

Are there not many fituations> in Jamaica, where, from the nature 
of the foil, it is not praAicable to improve by cultivation the quality 
of the fugar ?•— There are many plantations in Jamaica on which, 
from the nature of the foil, the quality of the fugar cannot be ame- 
liorated in any confiderable degree. 

Have not the proprietors of the fugar colonies, and others depend- 
ant tbereon» in general, fufiered great diftrefs in the courfe of the laft 
year, in confequenceofthedepr^on^— I have known fonneinftancei 
of confiderable diftrefs, and I believe it muft be general. 

What are themeafures, in your opinion, calculated to relieve the 
diftrefs of the fugar planters ?«^Any thing that would tend fo to in* 
creafe the confumption as to advance the price^ vfould undoubtedly 
tend to relieve the planters* 

' What meafures do you confider beft calailated to produce that 
efiedt ?«*With refpect to the home confumption of fugar, a reduc* 
tion of t^ie duty would undoubtedly be fome relief to the planters^ 
but that alone, in the prefent circumftances of the fugar colonies, 
would not be fufllcient ; the production of fugar in the>Britifl) colo* 
liies now fo much exceeds the confumption in this country,"that we 
muft necelTarily be to a confiderable extent dependant upon the 
foreign d^and; that foreign demand is in a great meafnre nipplied > "^ 
by the means of neutrals, who carry the produce of the French and 
Spanifh fettlements at much lo^er rates than we can the produce 
of theBritilb colonies through the medium of tfiis counlay; any 
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Mr. meafure therefore tliat'would tend to impede that neutral commerce> 
Hughan. would certainly very much relieve the market of this country, or any 
aeaiiire which might be adopted in this country, that would tend to 
enable Britifh coiooial produce to meet that of foreign colonies in the 
markets of Europe, by increafed bounties or otherwife. The fpedfic 
meafure to which I allude, as beft calulat^d to impede the trade o^ 
neutrals with the colonies of our enemies, would be a blockade of 
the ports of thofe coloniesj, particularly of M4rtinique, Guadaloupe, 
and Cuba. 

What have been tlie loweft prices at which you have known the 
coarfelt fugar fold, within the lad eight months r — I have known Ja« 
maica fugar fold as, low as fifty ihillings per hundred weight, include 
ing the duty of twenty-feven (hillings. 

Haye the contingent expences of fugar eftates incurred within the 
jfland, namely, for taxes, white, meirs falaries, hired labour, fre(h 
provifionsi cattle, mules, and lunvber, been confiderably increafed 
of late years, and if fo, ftale what you know relative to the fame ?— 
Within the laft twelve or fifteen years, many of thofe articles have 
- doubled in price, and fome of them have advanced in a much greater 
r^tio., 

Can lands, long employed for raifing canes, be converted to an^ 
other objed of cultivation, without a great and ruinous facrifice of 
property? — ^According to my opinion, they cannot. 

Has not the price of jhitifh fupplies, furnifhed for the plantations 
in the Weft Indies, confiderably rifen of late years?— Yes; the price 
of many of the principal articles have been doubled. 

Is it necefliary that the Britifh W«ft India colonies, fhould have a 
direct intercourfe with the United States of America, for feveral ar- 
ticles required for the ufe and maintenance of fugar plantations, and 
if fo, ftate what they are ? — Many of the articles moft eflfentially 
neceflary for the plantations can only, in my opinion, be proctired 
^ in adequate quantities, and at prices which the planters can affotxi to 

pay, from the United States of America, fuch as lumber of all kindsi 
dour, rice* and other articles of food for the negroes. 

Can an adequate fupply of thofe articles be had from the Britifli 
North American colonics? — Moft afluredly not, in my opinion. 
The britifh North American colonies cannot fupply many of the 
articles, fuch as rice, pitch,, pine, lumber, flour in (mail quantities 
, only, and of inferior quality \ feveral other articltefi of lumber are not 
grown in the Briti(h provinces. 

In what way did the 'Britiih colonies obtain a fupply of thofe ar- 
ticles during the American war ? — It will be recollefted, that during 
the American war a con(iderable part of what now forms the United 
States of America was in poffedion of the ^ti(h forces, and 
from thofe part^ occafional fupplies were received ; there were alfo 
captures to a confiderabic extent taken by the cruizers, which afford- 
ed a certain quantity ; and though occafionaily there was a great 
icarcity, as I underlland, of particular articles, yet upon the whole, 
the inconvenience was not found to be quite fo great as might na- 
turally be. fuppoftd« flQUTf ftaves, and other articles, ufually ob^ 
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tamed from America, were all fcnt from this country, and althoogli ^''•^^ 
not fo fuitablc for the planter's ufe, were made to anfwcr the "»^8^*'"» 
1>urpofe. 

Docs your anfwcr refer to the Britifh Weft India colonies gcneraHy, 
or only to Jamaica r — I wifh it to be underftood, that my anfwer« 
relate to Jamaica folely. 

In the cafe of a fufpenGon of a direft intercourfe with the Nortii y 
American States, do you conceive there would be means of oliviating 
the inconveniences likely to refult to the Britiih colonies, from the 
interruption of that intercourfe? — Any fufpenfionof the dirt^ inter- 
courfe between the United States of America and the Britifli colonies, 
would certainly occafion great evils to the latter ; but fonie re- 
iburces may perhaps be found to obviate a part of thole evils ; I do 
not think they could be entirely averted or removed. 

In confequence of the facilities of intercourfe now allowed to 
neutrals with the enemy's fugar colonies, does not the produce of 
thofe colonies reach the neutral and hoftile markets without inter- 
ruption ? — According to the beft information I have been able to 
obtain, the whole of the produce of the hoftile colonies reaches the 
places of Us deftination with little or no interrnptibri, by means of * 

neutral carriers, with greater facilities, and at lefs expence, than the 
produce of the Britiih colonics. ^ 

If relief, in fomc mode or other, be not fpeedily adminiftered to thn 
Weft India trade, will not the moft ferious inconveniences, and, in 
many cafes, total ruin enfue ^-^The preffure which the planter, and 
ajl dependant on, or conne(^ed with him, has fuftamed for a length 
of time, is faft approaching to that crids, that nothing but in- . 
evitable ruin can be the confequence, unlefs fome alteration in cir- 
cumftances takes place. 

Withdrew. 



CHARLES BOSANQUET, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

STATE to the committee your connedlion with the Britifh Weft Mr. Bo* 
India colonies, and the means you have 'had of acquainting yourfelf sanqtMt, 
with the colonial trade P'-^My connedion with the Britifli colonies 
is that of agent or fador to the planters in the falc of their produce ; 
and my means of acquaintance with the Weft India trade is derived 
from foi^rtcen years experience in that line of butinefs. 

Arc your concerns with the Weft Indies, and particularly with 
the Windward and Leeward iflands, very extenfive?— Yes; they 
have b. 'en very ext^niive as long as I have been in buiineis, and 
are ftill of great importance. 

Have you had, either as proprietor, truftce, exccntor, or fador, 
tb^ accoujits of various fug^r plantations annually paifing through 
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wmqwst" "^^^ Jundi, lb at accurately to Judge of the total .of the expeiice«» 

^ * and the returns of thofe plantations? — I have had occafionalIy» but 

not univerfally, the plantation agcounts through my hands, but my 

acquaintance is much more with the general refults, than with the 

detail of the idandexpences, or what paffes in the iflandi the total 

^ of the expences 1 am certainly acquainted' with. 

Have you obferved that, of late years, the average returns of fupr 
plantations to the proprietors have been inadequate to the capital 
embarked therepn, and to the neceflary expences of cultivation and 
management ?-^From about the year i4oi» I confider the returns of 
the Weft India eftates to have been regularly diqtiniihing iapropor- 
tion as the expences have increafed ; and» as far a)B I am acquainted 
with the capital invefted in the property, the returns^ have on an 
average been very inadequate. In the prefent year, I conceive, on 
n^any eftates, the returns will do little more than pay the expences. ■ 

When you fpeak of the prefent year, you mean the fales that apply 
to the crop of iSo6 ?-^I do« 

What is the beft average computation ydu can ftate of the ex- 
pences attaching in that part of the Weft Indies with which you are 
acquainted, to the produi5tion of a hundred weight of Mufcovado or 
raw fugar, after allowing for the produce of the rum, including every 
expence, both of fupplies imported, and of contingencies within the 
iOandt,*but not including any thing for the fupply of negroes, or aa 
a return for capital ? — The expeUce on different eftates, and in' differ- 
ent lituations, is fo various, as to make it extremely difficult to an* 
fwer this queftion with precifion; but I have of late taken confidera* 
ble pains to afcertain it upon a very extended fcale* as well in the 
iflands with which I ana connected myfelf, as in the ifland of Ja- 
maica, fn which my concerns are fmall ; and thongh on fome eftatea 
the expence may not exceed eight or nine Ihilltngs per hundred 
weight, yet I do not think that any fair ground of calculation can be 
made on a lefs average than about 191. 6^. per hundred weight ; this 
ia the r^fult of a very extended calculation, in which fome of the ex- 
pences would run as high as thirty^one fliillings per hundred 
weight. 

To what caufes do you principally impute the inadequacy of the 
returns fince 1801 ? — I attribute it to an excefs of importation beyood 
the home confumption, which has rendered the faie of the growert 
produce dependant on exportation* not only fior the confumption of 
the quantity, but alfo for bis pricey which 1 conceive to be formed 
on a ftandard inadequate to his expences, I mean the market price 
cm the continent, which market can be, and js fupplied wiHi (ugar 
at a cheaper rate than it can be grown by the Brittih planter, and 
according to the axiom that the price of a commodity will entirely 
' depend on the price at which the furplus can be fold. It is obvious 
that the market price at home has, ever fince the importation ma* 
terially exceeded the home confumption, been governed by the price 
cm the continent. Owing to this caufe, as I conceive, or totomQ 
others, the average grofs price of fugar fince the year 1801 has been 
lefs by about a (hilling per hundred weight. than Q-om the year <791« 
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t9 T796V thongih the Inereaie of duty fince that period iS| 00 an Mr* Bo- 
average of the fame period, eleven and fixpence per hundred weight. m^^><^ 

What are those average prices of the two periods to which you re» 
ier ? — Sixty- nine (hillings and twp pence was the average grofs lale ' 
price firom 1791 to 1796; the average dutr of that period being 
thirteen and eight pence ; the grofs price ror the fix years xSoz to 
x8o6» 68j. 3d« The average duty of that period being twenty-four 
and a penny. 

What is the amount of cxpences» commonly called mercantile 
expences, attaching on an hundred weight of fu^ar, from the time it 
is ihipped in the Weft Indies to the time when it is fold and deliver- 
edy inclufive?— J believe H varies from about 14/. ^d. to i6j. 6/> 
according to the rate of freight from different colonies. 

You mean then to ftate» that» according to the beft computation 
you can make» each hundred weight of fugar» at whatever price it 
may be fold, does, before the planter can put any thing into Ms 
pockety coft htm not lefs than from 34/* to 35i.?*-l believe that to 
DC a fair average calculation. 

Is this exclufive of the duty > — Certainly. 

What has been the late average price* duty excluded ? — ^I have 
not noticed any price beyond 36i.in the Gazette* for fonie tiraepaft. 

How much of the mercantile charge of 14^. to i6/. dd- do you 
fuppofe might be fubtrafted in cafe of peace I — ^This will principallf 
depend on the rate of freight t. if (hips can be navigated as cheap in 
the next peace as they were before the French war* I fuppofe the 
diilvrence will be about four fhillines to four and fixpence. 

What are the principal items which conftitute the ifland contin« 
gendeSf which you have ftated to amount to nineteen fhillings and 
fixpence ? — ^They may be divided into two claffes* the expence in- 
oorred in Great Britain for fupplies ient out» and thofe incurred in 
the colony beyond the produce of rum* for which bills are drawn on 
planters at home for the eftates in the Leeward iflands* with which 
I am principally connedted; the firft and moft^ expenfive items aie 
grain and ftovLx^ which being bulky commodities* enhance the ex- 
pences by the freight to a very confiderable extent ; the next itema 
of confequence are clothing for the negroes* hoops* iron work of all 
defcripttons* coopers' mill work*, and all the necelfary utenfils of 
manufacture. The bills from the colony are drawn for coft of pro* 
vifions there purchafed ; mules* falaries to overfeers and other per- 
fons in. trufl* ifland taxes, ftsfves purchafed firom the Americans for 
the formation of hogfheads* Umber for mill work and building* where ^ 
thofe are not found upon the fpot; againft thefe expences* the pro- * 
dace of rum is in the firft inftance deduded* and* for the balancCt 
bills as before mentioned are drawn on the planter. 

What are the items that conftitute the mercantile charge of from 
14/. to z6^. dd, } — ^The freight ; the tnfurance ; the dock rate* or 
th^ expences of taking the fugar out of the (hip* and placing it in the 
warebottfe ; warehouse rent* wherever the property is on hand above 
tlirec months* and the merchant's and the broker's commifliont and 
i|{iftom*houfe fees. 

What is the prefent ftate of the (took on hand of fugars ; of the 
demand* and the expeded impwtationi and the probable means of 
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Mr. Bo- difpofingthere^f >— A freat deal of fugar has recently been fold at 
sanquet. very low pr!ce8, but it is not therefore to be confidered as confuraed; 
and I apprehend the ftock on hand in the dockr ahd in the hands of 
the rcfiner> fron(i tKe old crop, very much to exceed all former pres 
cedent. A demand aroft in the fpring, in confequence of the altera- 
tion of the bounty on refined fagars ; but as this exportation took 
pY^ce at an unufual period of the year, I apprehend it will be found 
to militate very much againft the ufual demand for the new crop : 
this crop r am inclined to fuppofe will be a very large one; it cer- 
tainly will h^ fo in the iflands with which I am more particularly 
conoecfted, and I do therefore anticipate ftill greater difficulties than 
. thofc which have already been expcriencedj^ in the difpofal of that 
crop, when it fball arrive. 

, Suppofing that a return of barely ten per cent, upon his capital 
was an adequate compenfation to the fugar planter JFor his adventure, 
rifk, and labour, in the cultivation and manufadure of fugar, what 
18 the bcft average calculation you can ftate of the net fum, free from 
every expence whatever, which hcought to receive for each hundred- 
weight of fugar, in ord^r to give him fiich Return ?-^Without pre- 
tending to give a precifc anfwer to this queftion, I fhould think, pro- 
bably, fomew here iFrom twenty- five to thirty fhillings. 
• You mean to fay then, that in the prcfent ftate of the charges, 
litfy to fixty-five fhillings per hundred weight, exclufive of duty» 
fhould be the average price of fu^ar, in order to give the planter a 
bare ten per cent, upon his capital ?— I do not think lefs than thij. 
will give him ten per cent. 

Can you ftate, from your own experience and knowledge, that the 

prefent diftrcss of the trade is experienced in various directions by* 

« /annuitants, widows, mortgagees, and others, who have been ufually 

entirely dependant upon the colonics for their annual rocome?— I ani 

quite certain of tlie fadl. 

Do you conlider that ten pei* cent, is an adequate return for pro-. 
perty embarked in the fugar colonies ? — I think few eftates that have 
been fold, have been purchafed with a view to a lefs return ; becaufe 
I do not recolle<5t to have heard of any eftate being fold for mor& 
^ than ten years purchafe, upon a net return of an average of years ; 
many I have known to be fold for much lefs, at very protra^ed 
periods of payment. 

Are you acquainted whh many ftles of eftates made under the late 
difadvantageous returns ? — The property has been very unialeable of 
late yea 1 8, but I have known fever^l eftates lately forced to fale tOt 
pay their debts. 

In eftimating the return which you confider ought to be made by 
property in the Weft Indies, do you not take into account the very 
prtcaricuR tenure by which that property is held, and the many ca- 
fhlties to which it is fubjedt ? — ^Doubtlefs I do^ and I would not-perw 
fonally, under all the cafualties to which Weft India eftates are fub- 
je<5t, exchange an eftate, producing four per cent, in .this country». 
for an eftate in the Weft Indies foppofed to produce ten. 

Are you acquainted with the progreffive increafe of price of thofe 
articles which are fiipplied from Great Britain and Ireland for the 
ufe of the fugar plantations} and if fo> ftate to the committee the re^ 
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fcU of ydur experience on that fubjeft ? — ^The increafe is imme- ^'^ Bo- 

• diately within my obfervation, and I will give particular inftances pf *"**l****^ 
it; but when I explain, in the firft inftancc, that much of thpfood, 

all of the clothing, all the utenfils for manufadture ■ and implements 
of cultivation, are fcnt from this country, it will be ob%'iou8 to the 
committee', that theincreafe of expence to a Weft India eftate has 
kept pace with the increafe of expetice in this country ; to which 
muft be added the increafed rate of chai^ge at which they are convey- 

* ed. On the average of three years, from 1791 to i794> we paid, for 
oats i%s. %d. the average of the three laft years is 35J.; for flour in 
the former jperiod we paid 161^41/. in the latter about 345.; for 
hoglheads in the former period 14J. \d. and in the latter »ij. %d.\ 
puncheons in the former period T9J. %d, in the latter 30J. 6d, ; oil 
cakes to feed the mules, were in the former period 10/. per thoufatid, 
in the latter 17/. 17J. ; hoops in the former period coft 83 j. per 
thoufand, in the latter period they coft 130^,; the increafed price of 

. cordage has been from 40/. per hundred weight, to 70^.; copper in 
the former period about 40 pence a pound in a manufactured ftate, 
in the latter period about 24 pence; the increafed price on clothihg 
' has been comparatively fmall ; on iron work the increafe of price is 
about twenty to twenty-five per cent.s the price of herrings is 
doubled. 

During the latediftrefs of the trade, have not the fupplics, ia re- 
fpeft to quantity, particularly fuch as were neceflary for the ufe and 
comfort of the negroes, been fcnt out as ufual? — ^From about fome 
period, fix or feven years ago, the date I cannot exadtly fix, I*con- 
ceive all the fupplies, of the nature alluded to, to have been confider« 
ably increafed in quantity, and they have been always, under all cir- 
cumftances of diftrefs, fent out adequate to the wants of the eftates; 
but I have rcafon to believe, that In the prefent feafon a very ma- 
' tcrial deficiency of fupplies will be found, as a great proportion of 
the (hips have gone out empty. 

To what caufe do you attribute the reduction in the amount of the 
fupplies fent out during the laft year? — I conceive it to arife from tht» 
fcarcity of money in the trade, inducing moft houfes to confine-thcir 
Ihipments to thofe things abfolutely neceffary for the cultivation and 
ufe of the eftatcs, and withholding all adventures for fale, which ge- 
nerally compofe a confiderable proportion of the outward-bound 
cargoes. 

What effedt will the deficiency of the fupplies fent out have upon 
the fituation of the flaves ? — I conceive no efftdt whatever, becaufe 
the deficiency of fupplies fent out will inconvenience only white or 
free pc-rfons who might have purchafed them; the eftates, under my 
fuppofition, being fupplied as ufual. 

Upon the whole, does it cOTtfilt with your knowledge, that the 
diftrefs of the growers and importers of fugar, and thofe dependant 
upon fugar plantations, has been within the laft five or fix years 
progreiiively accumulated, and is at prefent exceffive ?— Doubtlefs, 
it does confift with my knowledge, that the returns from Weft India 
property have been progreflively lefs in the laft five or (ix years ; and 
as in the prefent year the average net price per hundred weight is 
' eight or nine ihillings lefa than on the average I before gave, which ^ 



Mr. Bo* average was twelve (hiilingt leTs than that ctf a pisAgd 6fteen yespv 

aaaquQt. pjift^ I think the diftrefs which has arifen to the proprietors from a 

lofs of twenty {hillings per hundred weightf muft be obvious. 

What are th« nieaiiires» in your opinion, calculated to relieve the 
dlftrefs of the fugar planters f — Any mealbre which would increafe 
the home confumption, would molt etfedually {ntMiuoe relief; or 
relief would probably refu It from any meatiire which fliould rendier 
fuKar mbre fcarceand dear on the continent of Europe. 

What meafures do you conceive are beft calculated to inc^reafe tbc 
liome confumption ? — ^No practicable mode of material importance* 
stfid rapid efk^f fuggefts itfelf to me, except the introdudion *€£ 
fugar into the diitilleries. 

Do you confider that this meafure. would render the home con* 
lumption equal to the produce brought into the market } — ^I do not. 

What mcafure do you conceive beft calculated to affift the export 
trade ^ — ^I conceive the trade will at once be relieved by any meafqre 
. which fhould To far interfere with the intercourfe now carried on 
between the foreign colonies and the continent of Europe, as ihoiiUf 
cither materially leflen the fupply which the continent now receiTea 
from foreign colonies, or Ihould impofe fuch charges on the neutral 
trade as would enable the BritiQi planter to meet the neutral import- 
attoni in foreign markets on equal terms of competition. ^ 

What particular meafures have you in view in that anfwer?-^The 

blockade of Martinique, Guadaloupe, and the port of the Havan* 

, aah, in the firft inftance, or fuch additional charges on the foreign 

trade, or bounty on the Britilh exports, as (hall render the expences on^ 

Britiih and foreign produce equal delivered in the foreign market. 

Do any meafures occur to you by which the planters could be re- 
lieved in the home market^— -I think it moft probable, that, at the 
. prefent low price of fugar, a redu^ion of duty might not affed the 
price, and the rather as, though the laft crop has fold very low, it has 
, ultimately been taken out of the market on this fuppofition. Mate-* 
rial relief would be afforded to the planter, if infte2d of taking a cer- 
^ tain duty of 27/. per cwt. whatever be the price of fugar, the duty 
were taken by a per-centage on the average gazette price. The scale 
which 1 had farmed on this fubjed proceeded on a fuppofition that 
the duty fhould be taken at 50 per-cent. on the fale price, exclufive 
of dHty,^ as publiftied in the Gazette ; it was propofed that the duty 
fiiould be fet monthly, and the giadations of the fcale not to be lefs 
, than 4x. per cwt. on the gazette price. 

If relief, in fome mode or other, be not fpeedtly adminiftered to the 
Weft India trade, what in your opinion is likely to be t he confeq uence ? 
—Without immediately adverting to the inconveniencies to which 
merchants and opulent tinders ioay be expofed from the nonpayment 
of intereft, and the deterioration of the fccu^ities they hold, I conceive 
the dlftrefs whidh already prevails, and which* is daily increaiing, ex* 
ceeds and is of a different defcription from any ariiing from difap- 
pointment in commercial adventure. The parties inlcreiled in W^eft- 
India property, fo far as I am concerned with it,»arc for tf e moft part 
lc;>^g«eftabliflied families, refident in Great Biitain, who participate m 
the net produce ; as, widows entitled to jointures, younger children en- 
titled to intercft on legacies, mortgagees, perfons beucticially interested 



( 17S ) 

„_ fettkmentBy innultants {generally in fmtH fums j all Mr. Bo- 

which parties are for the moft part entitled to payment before the •«"l!*«'' 

Eroprietor of the eftate can appropriate any part- of the produce to 
is own ufe ; thefe payments have^ to my knowledgo, on the largfeft 
and on fome of the beft properties in the Weft Indies^ fallen ^very ge* 
nerally into arrear fince Michaelmas laft; and it is obvious therefocVf 
that the proprietor can have no means of defraying the ordinary ex* 
pences of his family- A very remarkable inftance is now before me» 
of a gentleman poflefling one of the largeft properties in the Weft 
Indies, whofe eftate, fubjed to no incumbrances, did not produce in 
the laft year a fum equal to the amount afiefled on hiin for the pro- 
perty tax»on a return of produce for the three precediilkg (years, and 
who is now called upon to pay above i,ooo/. for ttus tax, though 
it is improbable that even the prefent year's crop will enable him 
to pay the amount ; yet he paid about Zt09oL duty to government 
on his laft crop, and will pay as much on this. The diftrefs univer- 
lally is become fo great anumg thofe wholly dependent on Weft 
India concerns, th^ft I am not aware that it would be materially m* 
creafed by the totaV annihilation of the properties; and I conceive 
it to be an oHed of the utmoft importance, that fome beneficial 
chanse fliould be immediately eftedted. 

^ Withdrew. 

2XTRACT of the Minutes of Evidence taken before the Committee 
appointed in the lafi Seffion of Parliament. 

Mereuriif tz^ die ApriliSf 1807. 

JOHN BLACKBURN, Bfquire, called in, and examined. 

HOW many years have you refided in Jamaica ?— It Is thirty-five Mr. 
years fince I went to Jamaica; I refided there thirty- two years. ttack* 

A^ ypu acquainted with various fugar and other plantations in ^^"^ 

that ifland ^-*I am* 

Have you had any fuch plantations under your care and naanage- 
jnent?— Several. 

What number?— About thirty. 

What are the different defcriptions of property invefted in the cul- 
tivation of fugar, coffee, and cotton? — ^Land, buildings, negroes, 
eattle, mules, machinery, tools, and utenfils of almoft every de- 
icription. 

Which fide of the ifland were you on ? — ^I haye been on all fides j 
latterly on the fouth^aft. 

In all ordinary cafes, muft the converting of a fngar plantation 
to any other objed of cultivation be attended with a great and ruin- 
ous iacrifiM of property on the part of the proprietor? — ^Un- 
do^btediy. 

Explain to the committee how that facrifice is incurred? — The 
works and buildings of all kinds are totally loft ; the land becomes of 
very little value, as it can only be ufed for pafture- ground, producir^ 
a fcanty fupply of very bad grafs ; generally, indeed, it runs into 
foxtail and other four gralTesy but in iuaety«nine cafesi n a hundred 



St convefGdn id impradicable, and a total abandonmfnit' is the onty 
Mn. alternative. In this cafe new land muft be purchafed ; hoafes muft 
Bftck- be built both for the white people and for the negroes, and worka 
*»"»• muft be eredted anew. The negroes, too, muft be fed at an enormous 
expence, till the provifions of their own railing are ripe. Their re- 
moval, is attended not only with great lofs to their mafters, but with 
very great lofs and ferious hardihip to themfelves, and confequently 
produces much difiatisfa^ion ; they are torn from their houfes, their 
proYifion-grounds, their gardens, and orchards, (which they coniider 

• as much their own property as their mafter does his cftate.) Th^r 

• local habits and attachments are deftroyed ; their domeftic comforts 
are loft to'stkilhn, and cannot be replaced for years. When arrived at 

. the new ellate, they experience all the ioconveniencies which gt:- 
nerally attend fettlers ; houfes muft be eredted, and new ground 
broken up for their future pi:t>vilions, and this at a time when the 
- fituatioD of the mafter calls for a more than ordinary -portion of 
; their labour; and till their own provifion be raifed, it may vreW 
' he fuppofed when every article of food comes diredt out of the 
> pocket of the mafter, their allowance, even under the moft liberal 
^ . management, will not be fo ample as in ufual cafes, even admit- 

ting, what will fel6om happen under, fuch circumftanees, that the 
mafter poflefTes the means of uipplying them amply. After all 
this, no return can be expected from the new plantation fooner 
than four years, fhould coffee be planted, and I know nothing 
clfe that can be cultivated except upon a very fmall fcale, wtth 
any probability of fuccefs. Such difficulties can only be encoun- 
tered by thofe who have money or very good credit ; but unfor- 
tunately, the holders of fuch eftates as have become unprofitable, 
and which ought, in prudence, to have been early abandoned, have 
lingered on in hopes of better times, and, from the extreme reluct- 
ance of making the facrifice which inevitably attends an abandon- 
ment, till their credit as well ad property is gone, and the abandon- 
ment, inftead of being voluntary, is enforced by creditors. Of what 
Bttle value fiigar eftates become, when deprived of their negroes and 
ftock, can, I think, be heft explained by twp or tliree inftances' in 
• point. There were two eftates in my own immediate ncighbour- 
hoodf one belonging to the heirs of a perfon of the name of Sinclair, 
and the other to the heirs of Forfter March. The" ni*groes and 
cattle upon thofe eftates were taken hold of by the creditors, and 
the lands were fold by writ of extent. To the beft of my recoUedion, 
the Jands upon Sinclair's eftate were valued by the jury, and fold to 
the creditors at 13/. 4//.. currency an acrej the woks included; 
afid upon Marches eftate, I think it was twenty- five lliillings cur- 
rency per acre for the land, including the works. There is an In- 
ftance alfo which relates to myfelf ; I think in the year 1790, I pur- 
chafed an eftate from Bourdicu and Challot, of this town, which 
they, as creditors, had been obliged to take, for which I paid 
ft,;oQ/. fterling, iind I believe the works and utenfils upon it could 
not have coft Icfi^ than 10,000/. befides all the land, about 900 or 
1^000 acres: poflibly thofe eftates I have mentioned might have coft 
the proprieter, with the buildings upon them, twenty or five and 
twepty thuttfand pounds Currency, and they were fold at the prkea 



I'faave ipoken of, after they were deprived of their negroes and Mr. 
<iattle. Black- 

£xplain to the committee why the converting of a fuj^ar planta- ■■"** 
tion to any other object of cultivation will be attended with a great 
and ruinous Tacrifice on the part of the proprietor ? — ^Lands that have 
been long' under cane cultivation are fo ethaufted, that they are 
rendered very unfit for any other cultivation ; and fugar worksy with 
fome few exceptions, are fituate in a foil and climate where no ethet 
cultivation can be profitably carried on. The converfion of lands 
which have been under cane cultivation to other purpofes would 
noty in my opinion, be in general praAicable: the land is unfit, and 
the works would be entirely loft. Such propcrti6s can only be con- 
verted into bad pens, which, even at the prefent price of cattle, would 
be ruinous ; but the multiplication of pens, and decay of fugar works, 
would increafe the number of cattle, and dinUnifh the demand for 
them, and make the ruin tenfold. -^ 

Would thofe works which have been eredted npon a fuear plantation 
be of little or no ufe on a coffee or cotton plantation r-^The works, 
that are fit for making of fugar, if they could be moved to a place 
wherexroffee would grow, might be, with fome alteration, converted 
to tolerably good coffee works ; but coATee will not grow upon old 
fugar eftates, and the works mu(t confequently be ufelefs. 

Can thofe eftates, which have been generally ufed as a fltgar 
plantation advantageoufly, be made ufe of for coffee or cotton ? — ^They 
cannot. The planter muft continue to make fugar, or fubmit to an 
abandonment ;^ he has no other alternative : in the firft cafe he will 
probably be ruined ; but in the latter, if he has no other property, he 
inevitably muft. 

May there not be eftates, which have not been worn out by the 
making of fugar?— They, of courfe, will continue to make fugar* 
Some eftates, from the quality of their fugar, and others from the 
Comparatively fmall expcLce they are wrought at, owing to fa- 
vourable local circumftances, are ftill in fome degree profitable, and 
will become more fo as their lefs fortunate neighbours are ruine^^ 
which miift, if there is no favourable alteration^ foon be th^ cafe 
with numbers. 

Are tbol^ lands which have been made ufe of for the purpoie of 
growing fugar, fuitable forgrafs? — Grafs will grow upon them, bnC 
very bad grafs ; it will not pay for the fencing, and putting and keep'* 
ing them in order. 

Could they be applied to pienlento ? — Piemento grows wildj it is 
never cultivated ; and befides fifteen or twenty years would ela(Ae, 
before it would come to any thing. 

What is the value of buildings and machinery on a fugar planta* 
tion, taking the loweft and higheft, with which you are acquainted ? 
— I iliould fuppofe» from three or four thoufand pounds fterling, to 
twenty or five and twenty thoufand pounds. 

What are the values of thefe eftates to which you apply thofe fums ? 
— ^Very uncertain, it docs not follow that the beft eftates have the 
moft expenfive works ; there are circumftances which attend the car- 
lying^of water, frequently to a great diftance, which make a differ- 
ence In the expefice. 

K 
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m'V ^ hat number of hogfheads will tbofe eftatcs youfpeak of make ? 

Black- — 'pjjg greatcft crop 1 ever knew. an cftate make, with one fet of 

""' works, was a thoufand and thirty odd hoglhcads, of about i8 cwt. 

on an average as they are fliipped ; 15 to i6 cwt. here ; but eftates 

in general make from one to 300 hogfheads. 

What is the avarage value of cane land, that is, land fit for the 
fugar cane per acre? — It is almoft impoflible to make an average ; 
ibme cane lands are worth 140/. or 150/. currency an acre, but 70/. 
currency will be a pretty good average, in which I include the canes 
upon the land ; I mean the land with the growth upon it. 

Will you fpeak of any prices you have known cane land valued at, 
in the felling an eftate without the crop upon it? — The canes I be- 
lieve generally go with the land, and are included in the valuation ; 
about 140/. or 150/. currency, is the great eft price I have ever 

Siown. In valuations there may be, and generally is a part of the 
nd with canes, and fome with none. 

What is the average value of mountain land, fit for coffee or 
pafture, per acre ? — That depends fo much on the locality, it is im- 
poflible to average it; fome may be w^orth 20L fterling an acre, and 
others, from being at a diftance from all roads, may not be worth 
above fix or eight fhillings an acre. 

. What price do you' rccolledt having been given per acre for land 
not brought into cultivation, but capable of being brought into culti- 
vation ? — I do not rccolle<fl that I have known more than 20/. given 
for fuch lands, but then they mud be in the mountains, and fit 
fof coffee. 

What would land under nofpecies of cultivation fell for, as an 
addition to a coffee plantation, or a provifion-ground ? — ^I have no 
riecolleftion of more than ao/. fterling' having been given ; if a man 
happens to have a few acres of land lying very advantageoufly into 
a neighbouring plantation, he may get 100/. an acre, but in genera], 
twenty or five and twenty pounds an acre for wood and land, even 
fi) the beft fituations, will be a high price. 

. Have the contingent expences of fugar ellates incurred within 
the iflaod, fay for taxes, white men's falaries, hired labour, frefli 
prtfvifions, cattle^ mules, and lumber, been progrefiively increafing 
within the laft twenty years ? — They 'certainly have increafed very- 
much. 

Can you ftate at the intervals of twenty, fifteen, ten, and five years 
ago, the prices or amount of the principal of thofe items, on any 
gii^tn fi^ of cftatef — ^I cannot particularly at thofe times, but within 
the laft twenty years, working cattle have arifen from twelve and 
fifteen pounds, to forty-five pounds, and fometimes as high as 60/. ;. 
mules mm about a^. to 45/. and 5c/.; fi-efli provifions, beef for 
inftance» from 6d, and yiii. to ao^. a pound ; ftaves from perhaps 
12 or 14 pounds, to ssi. and 45/. a thoufand ; hired labour is about 
' doubled in the ^me time ; taxes have increafed very much, but I 
am not prepared to ftate the proportion. The falaries of book- 
keepers, and people of that defcription, are more than doubled.* 
Overfeers about 30/. or 40/. per cent, advance; all thofe prices are 
Jamaica currency. I cannot ftate the incrcafc in a progreflive «vay i 
tiiere have been variations at different times } at one time during the 
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AmericftQ war, flav«s were very high, and for a very ftiort time after Mr. 
the laft peace beef got down to a fhilling. Bfiick- 

Can you fpeak as to the neceffity bf having an intercotirfe from the *>""»• 
Weft India colonies diredtly with the United States of America, for 
Several articles neceflary for the ufe ;and maintenance of the ftigar 
plantations ? — I can only fpeak as a matter of opinion ; I believe it to 
be e0entially neceflary. 

Can you, from your own experience^* and equally as a matter of opi- , 
■nion, fay whether fuch a fupply as is weceflary for the ufe of the fugar 
piantationfi can be had from the Britifh North American colonies? 
.•*— I believe they could not fupply us; 1 have underilood that the 
Britidi colonies of North America have been obliged to apply to the 
American States for fome of the articles we require. 

Are there not manyeftates in Jamaica which, from their foil, cx- 
pofure, or fituation, muft make fugar of a quality always below the 
•average quality of the ifland, and tlierefore muft, in the prefent circurt- 
^ances of the market, be under peculiar depreflion? — Undoubtedljr'. 

Can thofe eftates by any change of manufacture, in your opinion, 
make a Miifcovado fugar materially different from what they do at 
prefent ? — I ftiould imagine not ; the quality of the fugar depends 
inore on the foil than on any other circumftance. 

Can the fogaf planter change the cultivation of his lands to coffee 
and cotton, when the price of fugar is low, and thereby profit by 
better prices being given for fuch articles? — I conceive it impoffible. 

I think you ftated, in two inftances that came within your own 
•knowledge, yefterday, of fugar plantations having been what is 
called thrown up, and the land fold; that in one of thofe, the land 
was worth i3i. 4//. and the other 45 j. per acre; what would thofe 
lands have been worth, or what would they have been valued for in 
a ftate of cultivation for fugar canes, in your opinion ? — ^They have 
been again made fugar works by the people that purchafed them, 
•and I Siould fuppofe at this moment the cane land^, with the canes 
upon them, would value at 70/. an acre ; and if by any accident they 
fhould be deprived of their negroes, as they were before, «^e landi " 
would be of no more valiie than they were when formerly bought; 

You ftated yefterday, that within the laft twenty years there has 
been a very great advance in the price of all articles that wefe ne- 
ceflary for the maintenance of a fugar plantation, fbme double, others 
treble, and upwards ? — Yes. 

Do you happen to know what the actual net proceeds to the pro- 
prietor of a hogftiead of fugar was twenty years ago in the Englifli 
market, and what it now is? — ^Ido not; one hogftiead nets three 
times as much as another; I fliould imagine that 15 years ago a 
hogftiead of fugar netted tvdce as much as it does at prefent. 

"When you ftated yefterday, in anfwer to a queftion concerning the 
■difficulty of converting fugar eftates into cultivation, ^hat that^ 
you conceived it could not be done without great difad vantage,^ ^* 
becaufe there would be a neceflity for removing the negroes,*"" 
did you mean to ftate, that negroes cannot be removed from 
one fituation To another without great difadvantage and lofs? 
— -I meant to ftate, that negroes cannot be removed froni ©nf 
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^f* fituatton to another without gresrt difadvant^e and loft; and I 
Black- jjifQ meant to ftate, that the works thefc negroes removed from would 
^' become altogether ufelefs^ and the lands they removed from of very 
little value: the negroes have provifion grounds, and houfes, and. 
gardens round each houfe» and plenty of fruit trees, and they have, 
at fome little diftance, other lands, which they cultivate for the 
^ maintenance of themfelves and families ; they hate gardens round 
their houfes, which are planted with fruit-trees and vegetables of 
various kinds ; every houie has a garden round it, of a quarter or 
half an acre or mor^; they are attached to the fpot, and they are 
attached to the graves of their forefathers; their houfes are, in a 
great meafure, of their own buildings and may be worth twenty, 
twenty-five, or thirty pounds each. I wifh alfo to ftate, that in the 
infancy of a plantation, the .negro provifion-grounds are near their 
houfes, which again are clpfe to the works ; that in the extenfion of 
the plantation, it becomes neceifary to cultivate in canes the negro 
#''|!hiftvi(ion-ground8, and give them others at fome farther diftance, 
and in doing fo, it is a matter of great delicacy, and to be done with 
much leifure and caution; you muft give them other grounds of 
better quality, and well ftocked with provisions fit for ufe, and pay 
them money to get their confent to make the exchange. You muft 
particularly take care, by bribery or othcrwife, to get the fandion of 
the head people, or your flaves would probably get difcoutented, and 
carelefs of their own property and of yours, and very ruinous con- 
fequences muft enfue when fo partial a movement as this requires fo 
much precaution. You will judge of the confequences of aremov£ll 
of many miles into a new country and a new climate. ^ 

You flated that our American colonies were fupplied from the 
United States with many of the fame articles that are expoited from 
the United States to the -Weft Indies? — I have underftood they are 
with flour, and other articles of provifion. 

Are fugar eftates, when they are thrown up, capable of growing 
com ? — Ye^ ; Imt it will coft ten (hillings-worth of labour to get half- 
^ ^a-crown*fi wortlv of grain ; befides, almoft every plantation rifes com 
to Ibppiy itfelf ; ,the only demand is for the towns, . and the conver- 
fion of a very few fugar plantations to corn fields would glut the 
market. 

The common courfe of fugar cultivation furnilhes a proportion of 
manure every year ? — ^A very confiderable quantity. 

Does it produce a greater proportion than the cultivation of cot- 
ton ? — ^Neither cotton nor coffee produce any manure at all. 

Do you know, from your general acquaintance with the ifland of 
Jamaica, particularly, that there has been of late years a very ge- 
neral diftrefs among the planters ? — I imagine there has been a very 
general diftrefs within thefc laft two or three years ; tnany eftates not 
only do not pay the contingencies, and return no^intei^ft for the ca- 
' pital vefted in them, but even bring a man in debt, from his makinj^ 
' fugar at a greater price than he fells it for. 

You faid many eftates muft make fugar within the average quality 
of the ifland, what do you conceive the fuperabundance of low fugar 
in the market at prcfent is owing to? — I ihould imagine the glut of 
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low fUgar 18 iDcreafed by the great importation from the Dutch Mr« 

colonies. ?^*^^* ' 

Is it noti in any degree* occafioned by the growth of a particular ^"'°' n 
cane injthe Weft India iflands ? — ^I do not think it is ; it is, perhaps^ . 
increafed by the extravagant price fugar bore fome few years ago, 
which qaufed an increafe of the cultivation $ all the beft land was in 
cultivation before, and the high price induced people to take in lands 
n.ot fo well calculated for the production of good fugar. The new 
cane ha».iindoubtedly added to the quantity of fugar made* but it 
has made i^o alteration in the quality. I mean lands which make 
good fugars under the old cane make, where all circumftaaces are 
equal, as good fugar under the new cane ; the good and bad qua* 
lities ftiU bear the lame proportion to each other ; but the additional 
lands which have been taken into cultivation upon old plantations 
make inferior fugar, the beft lands having been previoufly occupied. 

Though there might be a lofs in the courfe of the firft few years, 
in making a converfion to cotton and coffee, by and by might boi^. , 
the cotton and the coffee plantation, converted in that manner, make 
a very good return for the prefent, and ample] amends for the pre^ 
vious lolfes ? — ^I think not ; it would be total ruin to the planter, in the 
firft inftance, who made the change ; what might happen in the courfe 
of time to the perfon who bought his negroes from him, or from his 
creditors at half pqce, I cannot fay ; for fold they muft be, if he had 
not other funds and other means than what arofe out of his planta- 
tion. 

Withdrew. ' 

Mercuriif 15^ die JulHf 1807. 

EDWARD JERVI8 RICKETTS, Efq. 
Called in, and examined. 

ARE you a proprietor- of a plantation in the iflai>d of Jan^ica ?— • iir. 
Yes; I am. Ricketts. 

Where? — ^In the pariih of Weftmoreland, an eftate called Canaan. 

What is the average produce of that eftate? — ^I think it* fliould , 
average about 150 hogiheads of fugar. I went to Jamaica about 
feven years ago, and at that time I found the eftate in' a very reduced 
iituation* The negroes were very much reduced, both worn down 
and reduced in number. My firft objea was to recruit the ftrength ' 

and condition of the negroes as much as pbflible, and likewife to 
add other negroes to the eftate. 

Previous to your going to Jamaica, on the general ftate of the cafe 
what may be called in round numbers the average produce of the 
eftate ? — ^It Ihould average about ajo hogfheada. 

What has been the average produce of the eftate in grofs numbers, 
do you think? — ^Not more than 150 hogiheads, to the beft of my 
recolledion. 

On what average of years is that ? — On an average of feven years. 

Are there any particular circumftances which have affeded the 
produce of that eftate, which have tended to leffen the quantity of 
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Mr. the produced — Yes; when I firft went to Jamaica, I found about 140 
Ricketti. negroes on the eftate, to which I added, in the courfe of my ftay 
there, 90 ; but I thought it politic on the whole to fpare the new ne« 
groes as well as the old ; the old on account of their reduced ftate» 
and the new on account of their not being capable of the exertion 
which they would be after they fhonld be feafoned./ The laft year's 
produce was 184 hogflieads, I mean the crop of the laft year. ' 

Then you confidcr it aneftate of 150 hogiheads? — Yes; I think 
» this year, from the account I have received^ that it will (hip 215 or 
420 hogiheads. I have not got any letters by this packet; but by- 
information I had by the preceding, we had then made 130 hogs- 
heads. 

Was it not the reduced ftate of the negroes which contributed, 
to the fmall produce of the eftate ?— Yes ; and other circumftances* 

The eftate being under-manned, and thofe negroes being over* 
worked? — ^They would have been over worked, if I hadincreafed 
"the produce. 

Does this eftate make better or worfe fugar than the general ave- 
rage of eftates in the neighbourhood? — ^I think it makes better fugar 
than moft of the eftates in the parifh of Weftmoreland, as far as I can 
obferve. I think there are 6$ ; and 1 believe I have been on every 
one of them. 

Has this eftate, conlidering the ftate of the Weft-India trade, been 
conduced with the utmoft economy during the laft fix or (even 
years ? — Yes ; with the utmoft pofiible economy. I was there my- 
felf, and my objedt was, as I did not make large crops, to make what 
I did with as little expence as poffible. 

Do you recolIe<5t the amount of the Britifti fu|>plie8 altogether, on 
an average of the few laft years, or of any particular year ? — ^Ihave 
taken a memorandum of the laft year, I mean applicable to the crop 
ihipped home laft year (1806) it was 618/. us. yd- 
That is the Britifh fupplies ? — ^Yes ; the Britifti fupplies. 
Thefe fupplies were neceffary for the conducing of the eftate, and 
for the comfort of the negroes, and did not contain any article of 
luxury or unneceiTary expence? — None whatever; nor does this 
comprife the herrings- It compnfes the beef and butter, but not the 
herrings. I have the lift of the fupplies in my pocket, if the com* 
mittee wifti to fee it. There is no heavy article, no copper, nothing 
of that fort which is cccafionally fent out. * 

Has this eftate been valued at any time for the purpofe of fale, and 
when ? — ^It was valued in the year 1800 or i8or, I do not recollect 
cxaftly ; but I can obtain the original or a copy of the valuation. I 
thought I had it in town with me, but I have not. • The fum was 
about 53,000/. fterling. 

Was any offer made to you of a purchafe of it in confequence 
of that valuation? — ^An offer was made me by one of the gentlemen 
who valued the eftate. 

To take it at the valuation ? — ^Yes ; to take it with fome fmall de- 
du<5tion8. 

To pay you for it upwards of 50,000/. ? — ^Abbut 50,000/. This 
gentleman was in treaty with me for jt feveral times^ and I think 
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would have purchafed it ; but from the death of my brother^ who Mr. 
was a joint proprietor^ I had no longer power to grant a title. -Kidietu. 

Can you ftate the expences of the year ^— The 9ritiih fupplies* 
were 6iiL lu. ^d> 

Britiih^money ? — Y^s ; the ifland contingencies were 1,5 55/* ftcrling 

What were the principal items of the ifland contingiencies ? — ^The 
falaries of the white people, the taxes, the lumber, and the proviQonsf 
in which I include the article of herrings. There are frefb proviiions 
for the white people, but flour and bifcuit for the negroes are includ- 
ed I but I could diftinguifli the particular items if it were defirable. 

Can you furnifli any particular account of the ifland contingencies 
of any other year, feparated under their general heads ? Here is one \ 
it is an abftradt. 

[Delivers it in*]. * X»*** 

pOSv. 

Have the amounts in your experience of the laft feven years, as to 
the cod of any given quantity or the Britifli fupplies, and the coft of 
any given quanUty of ifland contingencies! increafed? — Certainly, 
confiderably. 

Has it been increaiing for the laft fix or feven years progreifively ? 
— ^Not as to all artieles, but as to the expence of Britifli supplies that 
has been progreflive; but with refped to the cattle on the ifland 
of Jamaica, they were nearly as dear when I went there as when 
I left the ifland. 

But the expences of any given quantity of fupplies exported from 
Great Britain and Ireland to the ifland have increafed? — Yes, Ihey 
have. 

Then as to the return made to you, on this economical manage- 
ment, what proportion has the return borne to the cftimated capital 
offered to vou in the year 1801 for the eftate? — I think not above one 
and a hair per cent, if fo much. The return of this crop of 1806 is 
964/* fterling. 

On a computed capital of 50,000/. ? — ^Yes, on that capital. TheF« ' 

were 184 hogflieads of fuear, and 64 puncheons of rum ; the rumf 
being high-proof, netted about 15/. upon the average the puncheon, 
and the fugar about xi/. per hogihead. 

You fpeak of the crop of 1806 ? — Yes, I do. 

But you fpeak of an average rfetum of fix or feven years, when you 
fay that the net return was one and a half per cent ? — I do ; but I 
cannot fpeak correaly, for the eftate being in an exhaufted condition, 
I was always purchaung negroes or ftock during m^ ftay, and the 
accounts are fo blended that I cannot fpeak to the former period, but 
only as to 1806. In 1806 there is no purchafe or charge of that fort. 

There is no charge for negroes in the account ? — No, there is not. 
I continued purchaung them up to the time of my leaving the ifland ; 
but there has been no addition made to the negroes or cattle fince. 
There are now %^i negroes upon the eftate. 

Suppofing, if you had had that number of negroes on the eftate, 
feafoned there, would there have been a larger return ? — ^Ycd, there 
would, no doubt. 
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Skketti« ^^^ *^* 3eficiency 'is from the negroes not being worked up to 
their power ? — Surely. I expeA from the lame capital and negroes 
Hhat the crop will rife progreflively to 250 hogflies^s of fugar, <n* 
more. 

Are thefe 1^9 negroes included in the valuation of 50,000/.? — ^They 
were, as I had that number on the eftate at the time, though I after- 
wards remo^^ed feveral, but replaced them by others; 

I think you itate that the expence of the laft year was 1,555/. fter- 
ling ? — ^Yes; that is. the ifland expences. 

Do you happen to know, by comparifon of the accounts of eftates 
of fimilar magnitude, if that Is under or above the average expences? 
—I can fey pofitively, for I have feen the accounts of many. I have 
bad the Ihanagement of feveral eftates, but they were only thofb of 
particular friends ; but I am fatisfied that my contingencies are much 
below the ordinary run of contingencies. Itinay be as well to ob- 
ferve, that this quantity of rum being high>proof rum^ I confiderto 
be above the proportion of rum to that quantity of fugar. This was 
high -proof rum. 

Do you mean that the net return is 964/. after pa^ng all the ex- 
{>ences? — Yes, after paying all expences. I ihould obferve, that this 
account of ifland contingencies does not include the purchafe of 
fiock. Neither cattle nor negroes are in it, becaufe we provided the 
eftate with negroes before. 

Then next year you will require a fupply of cattle ?-— That 
may be fo^ or it may not; I may be able to go on with the fame 
cattle two years. |n generalf the (quantity of pattle i^ irom xip 

to 120. 
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Dr. Edward Jervis Ricketts, Esq. in Account 



i3o6. To Matthew Wright, for amount of Account 
delivered *. 

April 8 — ^To Postage 6/. sd. 13, Cash lOx. 15, 
Postage 3/. 9/ 

To Amount of Benjamin Capon's Accoant. . 

To paid L. M'Dougale's Account agaiait 
Estate of J. Somerville 

To paid D. Walker's Account rersus Mr 
Rickets 

To pud John Dobson 

To paid Alexander Burt's Account 

To amount of my Account against Fanny- 
Jones : 

April as.— To Postage 15/, ^\J. 29, Pottage 
30/. ......'. 

To paid your order, farour G. Goodin .... 

May 13.— To paid Postage ^ r 

To n»y Account against Mount Rickets . • • . 



Loss Balance due by him to you, on £. s, d. 
ACt8o5 92 15 oj 

L. M'Dougall's Account versus Es- 
tate of Somerville, charged in my 
Account Current 1805, with Ca- 
naan 20 3 4 

Matthew Wright's Account versus 

F. Jones, received by me 15 12 6 

Charged by me to Mr. Rickets in 

AC 1805 1176 



d.j:. 



d. 



114 17 X: 



too 
II 5 o 

20 3 4 

350 

7 19 7 

20 O Q 
17 10 O 

» 5 75 
968 

O K 3 

17 7 I 



235 o 8 



To John Smith, for two prime Wethers sent 
on board the Commodore for your use • . 

To John Edwards, for his Shoeing Account 

To Archibald Galbraith, for Wharfage Ac- 
count , 

To Robert Stone, for a Balance due by you 
to him on A C 

To Charles J*J. PaUener, for his Law Account 
against you 

To Nicholas Robson, for his Surveying Ac- 
count 

To Balance due on Canaan A C as per State- 
meu( annexed. ... 



130 8 4{ 



• • * . 



«04 n 3} 



8 

I 

I 

6 

76 

'5 



o o 
% 6 

S xo 



a io][ 
9 4j 



o o 



X04 2,219 
4-2,431 16 8} 
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Current with David Ewart Cr. 



z8o6. 



By James Torrent, for a Balance due to you 
on AC 

Qy A. Galbr akh, for Frances Jones* Order on 

S. Forrester, your favour 

• ••.••• two Years Interest on ditto . . ' . 



^. s. d. 



By Sarah Townsend* for Bond to you, due 

March i , 1805 

. ..Interest from March i, 1804, to Aug. 6, 
i8o6 



30 o o 
S iz o 



By John Dobson, for this Sum Account of 

Rent of Louisiana , . . 

By Nicholas Robson's Surveying Account 

carried to the Debt of Canaan 

By Frances Jones, for this Sum paid by you 

to Captain Pasmore •«..••);. 

By Frances Jones, for your Order on D. P. 

Malony « ••*.•.•• 



I 5 
33 I* » 



40 o o 
5 >6 3 



» • • • 



Balance. 



JO o o 

24 o o 



45 16 3 

39 o o 
15 o o 



74 o o 
ao8 r3 3 



• 






£• 


».*»3 3 Si 


£. 




16 Zi 
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l^r. Canaan Estates Contingencies i8q6« 



as Bookkeeper . . . • 



as 
as 



To William Stewart for Salary as Overseer 

To James Miller. for 

To William Grant . : for 

To James An4erson for 

To Matthew Lodge - . for 

To James Finlavson for as Carpenter . 

To George Bpdley for — as Clerk 

To D. Mason ...,..,, for Medical Attendance^ 

To Mason and Binham for ■ , 

ToJ.P.Goodin "...•for 

To Mary M*Craw for Medicine 



To Thomas Tomlinson ...... for Tax Account 

To GeOTge Ferriman for Provisions. . . 

To Benjamin Capon for 



To Samuel Jeffries for a Hogshead Salt Fish . , . . 

To Charles Lowes.. « for Provisions. 

To T. Toihlinson and Co. . . . for fresh Beef Account 

To Robert Stone for fresh Fish 

To Anthony G. Storer for Lumber ■ 

To Archibald Galbraith for 

To John Edwards for hit Account 

To Thomas Hill for Lumber Ditto 

To Theodore Stone* for Negro Labour 

To Alexander Rose for Holeing Land , . . ', , 

To Pond Penn for Pasturage Account 

To Robert Vassall for 



To John Tack for his Cooper's Account. . . . 

To John Edwards for his Lime Ditto 

To Robert Vassal for his Law Ditto 

To Westmoreland Work-house for Fees of a Negro ! . 

To J. M*Lachlan for Ditto 

To Thomas Hill....... for 281b. Shot 

To John Falconer , • . , , for his Account , 

Tp Robert Ston< . ,, for Wharfage Ditto 

To Amount for sundry Negro Cattle .... 

To Frances Jones for Hire of Coopers 

To David Reed for White Pine Boards 

To Midgham Estate for Bricks, Staves, Stone, and 

Salt Fish 

To John Fox for Staves and Heading .... 

To Nicholas Robson. for Surveying Account , 

To Commission on^C 6,467 15 o Amount of Sugar and Rum 

shipped 

, ia6 50 Cattle an4 Sugar sold 

ftt 6 per Cent on . , £.6,594 o oAmounts to 395 la ro 



To David Ewart, for his Salary in lieu of Commission for ma- 
naging said Estate 

To Cash paid, Postage, Stamps, and sundry Expences during 
theYear .. ■ * 



C 



£. /. </. 

180 z6 8 

28 6 8 

16 o o 

4 4 4i 

43 3 4 

iia 10 o 

15 o o 

3 X 8J 

36 ti lOj 

a5 4 3t 

10 o o 

313 iz 9j 

10 o o 

247 14 % 

30 4 4 

10 10 o 

110 o o 

38 14 7 

13 10 o 
167 6 6} 

32 II II 
x6 o o 

14 o o 
85 II 6J 
18 o o 
ai o o 

076 

11 10 • 
300 
3 8 7 
268 
1 15 o 
9 12 o 

75 3 9 

33 13 4 
50 o o 
27 4 10 

148 18 I 

171 16 3 

15 o o 



/ 10 o 



^ASS 2 9i 
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in Account Current with David Ewart • Cr. 

Shipments^ with Ships' and Masters* Names. 



Cora George Ferriman . . . 

Ditto ditto ^ . . . . 

Theabove Shipments are to London , 
consigned Blank Bills of Lading, 
forwarded to £. J. Rickets, Esq. 

Cora Georp;e Ferriman . • . 

Ida Wilham Marshall. . . 

Camden. . . • Robert Hill 

Augustus Caesar. . Robert Kirby . 

Theabove Shipments are to London, 
consigned to Messrs. Maitland 
and Kde. 

Elizabeth. Geor^ Germain. 

This Shipment is to Bristol, consign- 
ed to Charles Pajne and Son. 

Marian Wilham Ewing . . . 

This Shipment is to Glasgow, con- 
signed to Messrs. D. and J. Con- 

nel* 

Dorothy Foster. John Sowden .^ . 

Will & Henry. . . . Thomas Duell. . 

London Alexander .Agnew 

The above Shipments are to Lon- 
don, consigned to Maitlands and 
Ede, indorsed to pay the Nett 
Proceeds to Messrs. Longs and 
Dawkins, or order. 



Hhds. 



1% 
58 



10 
10 



xo 



10 
8 



156 



Tierces 



Punchs 



36 



40 



»4 



40 



NetCasks 
Sugar. 



21,111 
99,626 



44|086 
.i8,Z43 
17,204 



Gak.ol 
Rum. 



17.787 



t^48» 
>3.935 



64 3x^67 



»,9i4 



4.716 



7,630 



3x6,967 Nett lbs. of Sugar. 

156 Hhds 

4oTr8 

7,630 Gallons Rum. • . • # < 
'64 Puncheons 



£. 7. d. 
a* 30f. p. loolbs.. . 4,754 10 o 

a' aor. ea 156 00 

a* IS*' ea« 30 00 

ft> 3*. htL p. gallon 1,335 5 o 
a'6o«.ea, •••.•.. 191 00 



On this Calculation Commiaion is charged. 



£.6,467 15 a 



1806. 

By J. P. Goodwin, for sundry Articles from Cuiaan 
Estate ( 

By William Stewart, for ditto < .. 

By Certificate for Road Compensation • . . 

By Road Order, No. 6 1 

Sept. X. By John Edwards, for Hire of Francisco, 

' from March 4, 1805, to date, at £.35 per ann.. . 

By David Ewart, for 2 pieces of Irish Linen 

By Thomas Tomlinson 9nd Co. for a short Credit 
in last Year's A C (of jio/. in the Value of z fat 
Steers, only credited £.(0^ instead of ^.65 

By Frances Jones, fox* loolbt. of Sugar, a 5^. 6dL. . 



9 19 " 

«8 13 3 

8 15 7i 
6 1% 6 

54 10 o 
13 I 8 



100 
550 



By sundry Cattle fiittening, their Value is estunated for the 

present at , 

By E. J. Rxcketu, Esq. for Balance .\ 



IIS 17 III 

ISO o o 
2,2x9 4 '^ 



».455 



9} 
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Jovhf i6® dU Jviih 1807. 

JOHN INGLIS, Efq. called in, and examined. 

IVHAT are your means of information with refpeft to the corfi- j^^^ 
mercial ftate ot the Weft India colonies ?-^I have been a good niany jg^jjg^ 
years connected as a merchant with the Weft India colonies, and in*> • 
terefted as a planter,, and alfo as a merchant trading with the pro* ^ 
▼inces of Quebec, and with the United States of America. 
What is tlie firm of your houfe I — Inglis, Ellicc, and Company. 
In the cafe of the fufpenfion of a direA intercotu'fe with thtt 
North American States, do you conceive there would be means of 
obviating the inconveniences lilcely to refult to the Britiih colonies 
from the interruption of that intercourfe?-*-Flour and felted proVi- 
fions can certainly be fuppUed from Great Britain and Ireland, et- 
cepting in some extraordinary cafe, and from the Britiih* colonies in 
Korth America, in fufficient quantity to fupply the Weft India ^ 
Ifls^nds ; fifh can be fupplied from Newfoundland and the Bay of 
Fundy \ and I would ftate to the committee as a reafon for rty 
opinion, as far as regards the article of fifh, that what is called Weft 
India fifli, taken and cured by Briti(h futjedts* has been carried to 
Bofton and other places, and from thence tranfported to the Weft 
India Illands in American veifels, and that traffic has been attended 
with this difadvantage, that it has induced Britiih feamen and fiiher- 
men to quit their employment in Newfoundland, and in the Bay of 
Fundy, and to enter into the American fervice ; this was pToiredto 
a commiit^ of the privy council : I have at preient information, 
that there is fifli in the market of Jamaica, which has been carried 
from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia morethan can be fold. There 
Certainly will be more difficulty in fupplying the articles of lumber, 
becaufe they are chiefly imported from the United States at prefent ; 
but there Js no doubt that Canada and Nova Scotia could fupply a 
very great proportion of what would be required, provided there 
was a regular trade for the article, fo as to encourage the people 
there to bend their minds to procure it. 

Have you any precife idea of the extent of the confumption re^ 
quired for the Weft India colonies? — No; I have not. 

Can you ftate the extent of the fupply of fiih and fleur, which 
could be obtained from the Britiih North American colonies? — Yes, 
I can ; there have been e^orted from Canada about 30,000 barrels 
of Hour, and 800,000 buihels of wheat, in one year, and the culture 
of wheat and manufadure of ftour in Canada is increafing very much ; 
'fifli could be procured in any quantity that can be required. 

Do you know the extent of the fupply of rice and corn which can ^ 
be obtained from the Britiih North American colonies ? — No rice ; 
and corn is not at prefent cultivated to any great extent, but it can . 
be cultivated to any extent in Upper Canada; but there has been no 
market for it hitherto. 

Do you know the extent of the confumption of lumber in the Bri- 
• tiih Weft Indian colonies ?^No, I do not fo as to name it. 
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^^' from what part of the Britilh North American colonies could yon 

IngtM- obtain the white oak. lumber for puncheop ftaves? — From Canada, 
and I will add to that, that the commiffioners of the vi<aualling 
this week, contradled for the fupply of white oak ftaves from Ca- 
nada inilead of Daotzic. 

To what amount could that fupply* be furnifhed ?— To any extent 
.. with proper encouragement. 

What is the nature of the encouragement which you conceive 
would be proper encouragement ? — A monopoly of the Weft India 
market, ;ind due protedion to the trade by nwans of convoys. 

Can fifh be cured and carried from Newfoundland and the Bay of 
Fnndy to the Weft Indies, at as cheap a rate and of as good a 
quality as fiih can be fent from the United States ?—! have no doubt 
lif that, certainly of a fuperior quality and at as moderate a price. 

Can fiih be cured and carried from Newfoundland and the Bay of 
Fundy to the Weft Indies, at as che.tp a rate and of as good a qtiality 
as fifh can be fent from Great Britain ?— Yes, herrings and mackarel 
have heretofore been carried to the Weft Indies from the Bay of 
Fundy, at a cheaper rate than from Great Britain. 

Arc there any impediments and difficulties attending the naviga- 
tion from the Bay of Fundy? — ^Yes, upon fome occafions it is- frozen 
Up for two or three months in the winter, and in Canada for fix 
months ; but we find no difficulty in making our fupplies from Ca- 
nada to this country, becaufe we time our navigation. I think that 
that circumftance would not obftrutft the trade if it was once regu- 
larly eftablifhed. - ^ 

Can you form any precife idea of the comparative prices at which 
. thefe articles could befnppHed from the United States, and from the 
Ikitifti North American colonies? — Flonr, falted provifions, and fifh, 
can be fupplicd at much about the fame prices; lumber will be fome- 
what dearer, but it is of a much better quality ; the farther north 
, you go, oak timber is of a better quality. In this market the Quebec 
ftaves bear a higher price than American ftaves. 

Can you ftate at how much a thou fand hogfhead and puncheon 
. ftaves can now be fupplied from the Britifh North American colo- 
nies ? — The value of hogftiead ftaves at Quebec at prefent I take to 
be from la/. to 15/. per thoufand ; at what price they might be de- 
livered in the Weft Indies I cannot ftate. 

Can you inform the committee in what way a fupply of thefe ar- 
ticles was :obtained during the American war ? — Flour and falted 
provifions were chiefly exported from Great Britain and Ireland, and 
fifti from Newfoundland ; lumber was exported by America to the 
neutral iflands, and from thence carried to the Britifh iflands, and 
frequently taken in prizes; fome forts of lumber were occafionally ex- 
ported from Great Britain, particularly pine timber. 

*Upon what do you ground your aflertion, that a fufficient fupoly 
of lumber could be obtained from the North American colonies:— 
Becaufe there are incxbauftible forefts of timber in the provinces of 

Canada* 

Are there fuch facilities of manufaduring thofe articles, and tran- 
fporting them from the place of their growth t9 the place of con- 
fumption, aa to infure a fufficient fupply being alw-ays furniflied with- 
out confiderable increafe of. price ?-— There is fufficient water 
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carriage to tranfport the timber from the places of its growth to a ^ 
dipping port) but no doubt the manufacture would be attended with ^ JT. 
greater eicpence, particularly in the beginning of the bufinefsy than it "^ ^^ 
is in the United States. ■ 

What time^ in your opinion* ought to be given to enable the prepa* 
ration of fupplies to the extent the Weft India colonies are suppofed 
to require i — Timber is always cut in the winter, and it would require 
one year's previous notice to procure any conftderable fupply, and an 
extended one would of coarfe require a greater degree of preparation 
'than is in that country at prefent ; but a certain quantity, and a very . 
confiderable one, could be fupplied in one year. 

You have already ftated, that with due encouragement, the Britifh 
Korth American colonies would be able to fupply the Weft India co* 
lonies with lumber, proviftons, and all other articles of neceffity ; 
fuppoling an immediate fufpenfion of direct intercourfe with America t9 
take place, could not all the articles above-mentioned be procured fron» 
Great Britain, or fome other market, £o as to fupply the Weft India co* 
lonies, till the effect of that encouragement could operate ? — Flour, 
falted provifions, and fi(h, can be fupplied from Great Britain and Ire^ 
land, and from the Britifh colonies in North America^ to any extent 
which may be required. As to lumber, the fame means would probably 
be reforted to now that were on the breaking out of the American war ;, 
that is, to take fuch quantity as could be fumifhed from the Britiih 
North American colonies, and alfo from Great Britain, in cafe of ne« 
ceflity, of fuch ftaves and lumber as could be bought here, and by 
the re-exportation of caiks which have been already brought from 
thence. 

Can pitch * pine timber be procured ui-quantities horn Britifii*Ame» 
rica ? — ^Yes ; I have no doubt it may. \ 

You itate that confiderable quantities of fiih, caught by lifhermea ^ 
fubjedts of this country, have been conveyed to Boston and other 
places in the American States, and fent Arom thence in American 
bottoms to the Weft Indies for the iupply of our iflands and colonies ; 
and that befides the difadvantage arifing from this traffic, our lols of 
fcamen is very confiderable, thofe feamen having been frequently en« 
ticed Into the American fervice : upon what information do you form 
that opinion ?— From correfpondence with Newfoundland, and from 
perfonal intercourfe with very refpedtable perfons from Nova Scotia, 
one of whom had formerly been engaged in that traded, it ha« been fo 
diftrefiing as to throw all the Nova Scotians out of the trade ; but this 
has in ibme degree been put a ftop to by the encouragement of the 
bounty given by the Britifh Weft Ind^ colonies, and the prote^ion' 
of convoys. 

From your knowledge of the colonies, do you happen to. know 
whether the fupplies of flour and provifions from Ireland, England, 
a»d Britifh America, have been fufficient for the general piirpofcs of 
the colonies in any one year fince the peace with America? — ^There 
has been no opportunity of trying that experiment; but during the 
American war all the fupplies of falted provifions and flour required 
by the Weft India colonies were fent from Great Britain and IrelaAd* 
and it fo happened, during all that time, that flour was fo cheap as ^ 

^ This word should have been omitted, as the answer, it is known, related t» 
pine timber ^*«*ra//y 
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]^y, to be exported io a8 to obtain the bounty, wheat being at of uddcf 

ItfDi. 4<^<f* P^i* quarter. 

Whether, under the monopoly referved to Great Britain at the 
time of the peace with America, the colonies have been fupplied fuf* 
ficiently, in any one year, with flotir and iklted provifions from Great 
Britain and Ireland and Britiih Anierica ?-^reat Britain did not re- 
fcrve to herfelf, at the peace of 1783 with America, the monopoly of 
the fupply of flour and lumber to the Weft India colonies, but per- 
mitted it to be furnifhed from Anierica in Britiih (Inps only ; but 
during that time (he did referve the monopoly to herfelf of the fupply 
of fi(h and falted provifious. 

Under that limited* intercourfe in Britifh flirps and in time of peace, 
do you happen to know whether an intercourfe with America and 
the colonies has not at all times been found elfential to their very 
exiftence ?*— The intercourfe 1 have mentioned, during that period, I 
believe, fnrniihed a regular fupply to the Weft India colonies; fince 
that period, the fupply has been more irregular, on account of the 
circumftances of the war, the American ihips having, during a great 
part o£ that time, been allowed to fumifli the fupply to fuch extent 
as to drive all the Britifh fhips out of the trade ; and for that reafoir 
the. fupply has frequently been very irregular, the Americans only 
fupplying the W^ft India markets a? adventurers when tempted by 
high prices,' preferring the European markets whenever the circum- 
. fiances of the prices of provifidns in Europe hold out encouragement 
to them to go there ; and it has had another effect in Jamaica, and 
moft of the other Weft India tflands, which is to induce the Britifh 
iherchants there, who were fhip-owners as well as traders to North 
America, to difcontinue the trade, thereby rendering the fupply of 
the planters very precarious, from no ftocks of thefe articles being 
kept in their hands ; but, for-the reafons ftated in anfwer to preceding 
* queflions, I do not think the Weft India colonies fo dependant upon 
North America as to rifk their exiftence. 

How many fleets usually fail from Great Britain and Ireland to the 
Weft India colonies, in the courfe of a year ? — Four have already failed 
' during the courfe of the prefent year, and one has been applied for 
to fail in the courfe }f this month. 

You have ftated that fifh taken by Britifh fubje^ts is carried into 
Bofton, and from thence tranfported to the Weft India iflands in 
American bottoms ; what fiih do you allude to in that ftatement ? — 
To the ordinary fort of codBfh, which is generally known ^y the 
same of Weft India fifh, to diftinguifh them from the better fort, 
which is carried to the European market. 

You mean falted fifh and not pickled ? — Yes. 

You have ftated yourfelf to be interefled, both as a planter and a 
merchant, in the Weft India colbnies : to what caufes principally da 
you attribute the prefent diftreffed fituation of the Weft India colo- 
nies ? — To a variety of combined caufes, arifing principally from the 
prefent ftate of Europe and America- In former wars we found, that 
whenever the Britifh fleet had obtained the predominance at fea, the 
trade to the Britifli Weft Indies flourifhed in a very great degree, bc- 
caufe in that cafe the whole of the Weft India trade was chiefly con- 
fined to Great Briiain,' either from the complete conqueft of the 
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etiemies colonie^-or their blockade ; but during the prcfent war fuch of *^^* 
the enemies colonies as have not fallen into our poffeiiion) remaining in ^^f^ 
a ftate of fecurity, have profpered in a ^eater degree than any of the 
Britifh colonies, from the intervention of American fhipptng, which 
has enabled them to carry their produce to America and to Europe,, 
at a very little more expence than they were in the habit of doing in 
times of peace, and by that means the European markets have been 
fupplicd with colonial produce at lower prices than Great Britain can / 
afford to do it in her prefent circumftances. They have alfo been 
furnifhwi by the fame means, that is, by American (hipping, with all 
the fiipplies requifite for their plantations, at a much lower price 
than the fame articles have been, obtained by the Britilh planter, 
owing principally to the differences in the rates of infurance.and 
freight upon fuch articles as are exported from Great Britain. This 
intervention of the American (hipping whh the foreign colonies 
has had another very injurious effedl upon the Britiih free port trade 
in the Weft Indies, the Americans having fupplanted us in the fupply 
of European manufadtures to the enemies colonies, to the Spanifh 
colonies and fettlements in particular, and having deprived this 
country of a very confiderable influx of money, which ufed in former 
wars to be brought from the Britiih Weft India iflands, in payment 
of manufactures exported for that tiade ; and the Americans do not 
draw the fupplies for that trade to the enemies colonies entirely from 
this country, a great part of the articles ufed in that trade by the 
Amlericans are the manufactures of Brabant, Holland, Germany, and 
Ruftia, and exported directly from thofe countriesto North America^ 
inftead of being, as they were formerly, iniported into Great Britain, 
and'exported from thence to the Weft Indies. Another caufe, in my 
opinion, of the prefent deprefTed ftate of the Weft India trade is, that 
the low prices of fugar which have prevailed for fome time paft may « 
be attributed to the high duty which is levied upon it in this country, 
which bears no comparifon to any other mode of taxation which itf" 
novP adopted, and the ground upon which it has been laid being, that . 
this country enjoyed the mohopoly-of the fugar trade, has from the 
itrterveivtion of neutrals entirely failed us, and has thereby rendered 
the duty to be oppreflfive in its effects, artd in my opinion fo as to 
difcourage the confumption of fugar to the extent that it would be 
in this couptry. 4 would add to that, that the mode of levying the 
duty at the fame rate for all dcfcrtptions of fugar is alfo very gri<?vous 
to thofe plantations that produce fugar of the lowest value. 

What are the meafures, in your opinion, bcft calculated to relieve 
the prefent diftreflfed ftate of the fugar planters ?— I would fuggeft a 
rediklion of the duty ; a redudlion of one-half the duty would greatly 
extend the confumption of fugar in this country. The prcfent high 
duff, in my opinion, tends to difcourage the confuiTrption amongft 
the lower orders of people, who notwithftanding confume tea to a 
very great extent, and it is believed, owing to the high price, without 
ufing fugar; and the fame caufe prevents a great deal of fugar being 
ufed for culinary purpofes, for made wines, and in a variety of other 
ways, by the lower clafTes of the community. In my opinion, the 
confumption of fugar, from the high price, has not increaled in pro- 
portion with other neceifaties or luxuries of life ; the confumption of 
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Mr*/ - tea in particular having increafed in a much greater proportion for 
^'^^ fome years paft. If a redu^ion of the duty fhould not take place, to 
a very coniiderable extentt another remedy would be, the collection 
of the duty upon an ad valorem principle, but not to the extent of 
the aggregate duty now coUeded. Perhaps the more effedual re- 
medy would be, to impofe a fmall duty upon all defcriptions of Muf- 
covado fugar, and a higher duty upon refined f ugars, by means of the 
excife ; and as to the foreign markets, it feems effential to take fuch 
meafures as government may deem effedual, to interrupt or prevent 
the neutral trade to the foreign colonies. 

Would any practicable reduftion of duties be fufficient to relieve 
the Weft India colonies, fuppofing the neutral commerce to continued 
— I think it would in a very coniiderable degree. 

Suppofing the reduction of duty to produce an increafed confurop- 
tion in the home market, would fuch redudion, unaccompanied by 
other means of relief, be fufficient to enable the Britifh planter to 
enter into competition with the foreign colonies in the foreign market ? 
—I think the redudion of the duty would certainly have the efFed of 
extending the confumption of fugar in this country ; but I think that 
fome other means muft be reforted to, to give the BritKh 'planter a 
preference in the foreign market. ^ ^ 

Can you ftate the expence of the cultivation of fugar in the con- 
quered colonies, applying to Oemarara, Surinam, &c.? — I cannot 
ftate the expences exadly of cultivation in thofe colonies, but I be- 
lieve that, independent of the circumftance of their being lefs bur- 
dened by colonial taxes, their expence in the cultivation of their fugar 
is pretty nearly the fame as in the Britifh plantations. 

Is the fugar made in the conouered colonies equally good with that 
made in the Weft India iflands r — The fugars made in the conquered 
colonies upon the continent are inferior to thofe made at St. Kitt's 
and fome of the other iflands* but they are rather fuperior to the fu- 
gars generally made in the ifland of Grenada; and thofe made in 
Trinidad are generally of a better quality than any of the other con* 
quered colonies. 

If fome meafure? of relief are not fpeedily adopted, what do you 
conceive likely to be the confequences to the Weft India intereft? — 
It is impoffible to fay pofitively what the efted may be, but I am of 
opinion that it will be out of the power o^ the merchants in this 
country to continue the trade^ and to fupport the planters in their 
cultivation. 

Would the failure of the Weft India trade be accompanied with a 
great lofs to the general commercial interefts and revenue of the 
country ? — There is no doubt that a failure of the Weft India trade 
would be very injurious to the manufactures of the country, injurious 
to the revenue^ and deftrudive of the ihipping intereft of the nation. 

Withdrew. 
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THOMAS WILSON, Efq. called in, and examined. 

* • 

WHAT is your connexion with the Weft Indies, and your means Mr, 
of becoming acquainted with the ftate of the trade ? — ^From my WUsoo^ 
having been connected as a merchant with Grenada, and particularly 
with the if] and of Martinique, when it was in our pofTeflion. 

To what caufes principally do you attribute the prefent diftrefled 
ftate of the Weft India colonies ?— I conceive the caufes of that to be, 
firft, the too high duty which is laid upon the article ; next, the re- 
Idxation of the fyftem towards neutrals, enabling them to carry away 
indifcriminately produce from the enemies colonies ; thirdly, the po- * 
licy of the French, in allowing French fhips, bought by neutrals, to 
enter their ports, as if ftill carrying the original flag, making a differ- 
ence in the duties paid in France upon foreign fhips, twenty-feven 
francs fifty cents, or twenty-three shillings ; by French ships, twenty- 
two francs and fifty cents, or nineteen fhillings per 101 French pounds 
of fugar, equal to about our hundred weight, that meafure producing 
iht additional advantage of Iseeping their own fhips in employ during 
war time , as by bond the purchafers of thofe fhips are engaged to re* 
inftate them in the French ports within a twelvemonth after peace. 

Has the 6idt, relative to French fhips, come within your own know*, 
ledge ? — Jt hasl 

What do you mean by rehiftating the French fhips, in French 
ports? — ^The returning them into French ports to be navigated as 
French fbips, or to account for their lofs^. 

Do any other caufes of the diftrefs occur to your mind ?— I fhould 
conceive the extent of cultivation in the conquered fettlements, in* 
eluding Trinidad. 

Do you apprehend the practice you have mentioned, relating to 
the fale of French fhips, to be carried on to a confiderable extent ?— 
1 fhould confider the greater part of the French merchant fhips, not 
employed as privateers, to have been fold under thofe circumftances. 
What are the meafures, in your opinion, beft calculated to relieve 
the prefent diftreffed ftate of the fugar planters ? — ^The redudion of 
the duty to about ^os, at which it ftood when, during the laft war, 
we enjoyed the monopoly free from the interruption of the enemy, 
which I conceive would increafe the home confumption ; or prefer- 
ably, reverting to the fyftem by which the neutral trade has been re- 
ftri^ed, which would at any time facilitate the blockade of the ifland 
of Martinique, as the neutrals not being able to take away fugar or 
Gofl^ee would have less inducement to violate, the blockade, and keep 
the ifland fupplied with provifions, by which our poflfeffions in thofe 
feas would be likewife materially fecured. 

Do you conceive that the hoftile colonies derive fVom the inter- 
courfe with neutrals any means of obtaining their fupplies at a 
cheaper rate than the Britifh colonies ? — ^I fhould conceive df many 
articles, particularly wines, brandies, linens of all delcriptions, and • 
all articles delivered from Italy* 

^ o a Withdrew. 
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THOMAS CARLETON, Esquire, called in, and examined. 

^^' HAVE you,' in your situation of Govcrllor of New Brunswick, ob- 

Carleton ^j^ed the means of giving information to the Committee, as to the 
ability of that part of tlie British North American colonies to afford 
supplies of provisions and lumber to the British West India colonies ? 
•—The province of New Brunswick furnishes sfvery considerable quan- 
tity of nsh of different kinds to the islands, viz. herrings of inferior 
quality, bass, shad, and salmon ; the shad is a -very bony fish, but a 
very rich fish ; the bass is a coarse fish, and is not bony ; the salmon 
is chiefly dried, and of a good quality. 

Is it taken in abundance ? — Ves, in considerable quantities. 
In such abundance as ever to produce a glut ? — ^They have so far 
exceeded the expectations of the merchants, that they hav«- not been 
f able to procure a sufficient quantity of salt, and great quantities of 
fish have been lost in consequence of that ; that applies chiefly to the 
herrings. 
Is it an article of considerable trade to the West Indies ?— Yes. 
Does the province of New* Brunswick supply the West India 
market any quantity of salted meat ? — Yes ; they do salt beef and 
t - pork, that is an increasing trade. I have been some years out of the 

colony, and cannot speak as to the quantity ; but it was a very in^ 
creasing trade when I was there, particularly the pork. 

What is your opinion of the ability of the province of New Bruns* 
wick to supply salted provisions ? — It is capable of being extended 
very far, but it must proceed slowly. The province is very fertile, 
and is a very fine grazine country ; it is capable of raising a great deal 
of ^ock, it only wanta inhabitants ; at present the whole inhabitants 
of the province are between seven and eight and twenty thousand. 
I Of what class does the population of New Bruiiswick principally 

consist ?— There are no slaves, or very few ; the population consists 
almost entirely of farmers. There is such a facility in procuring land, 
that scarcely any man will submit to be a labourer; the great obstacle 
to the cultivating the lands is the want of labourers. 

Can you state the extent of the supply , of flour which could be ob- 
tained from that province?— At present,* there is not a sufficient 
quantity for the supply of the province. 
' Can you state the extent of the supply of lumber which might be 

obtained .^'—No ; I cannot. 

Do any considerable portion of the inhabitants employ themselves 
in procuring lumber ^-—Nof I think not | the inhabitailts are chiefly 
employed upon their farms. 
} Do you know whether any quantity of lumber is shipped from the 

province of New Brunswick, and if you do, state tiie kind ? — There 

is a very considerable quantity^ of lumber, that is, boards and plank, 

and there is likewise a considerable quantity of scantling used in 

^ framing houses, of both spruce and white pine; there is a great 

> quantity of masts and spars brought home to this country ; diere 

were five ships employed in bringing home masts and spars when I 
^ Uft. the colony ; there ate no staves, they make shingles of white 

pine and cedar ; I believe they export them ; they make a great deal 
of shingle ; the farmers work more at shingle than any otha* kind of 
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himber, for they c^in do that without mills. It would require saw- l£j_. 
mills to make the boards. • Girkwi* 

Are the ships from New Brunswick which are freighted with' 
lumber to the West Indies generally freighted from that province, or 
the American States ? — We take from our own province, I believe, 
almost entirely ; they may get some on the western frontfer. 

Could, or could not, the inhabitants employ themselves more pro- 
Btably in agriculture than in cuttiiK^ lumber ? — ^No doubt they could 
employ themselves much more profitably in agriculture than in cutting 
lumber ; it injures the inhabitants, it makes them idle and dissipated ; 
the masts are cut in the winter when the country is covered with 
snow. We have great advantage in the country by lakes and rivers; 
they are cut at no great distance from rivers, and in winter arc hauled 
by oxen owr the snow, and are left on the ice till the thaw comes ;' 
-when these persons have least to do, which is in the winter, they get 
idle and dissipated, and drunk. It is very little benefit to them, for 
they generally expend all the wages which they obtain in winter in 
liquor, and return to their farms when the summer comes, very little 
better for the wages they have received. 

Are you acquainted with the prices at which they might be con- 
veyed to the shipping port f — ^No, the price varies ; it has been from 
eight to ten dollars a thousand feet superficial of lumber. 

uo you recollect the price of the scantling ?— -No, I do not. 

Was any traffic carried on between the fisheries of New Brunswick, 
during your residence there, for the disposal of any part of the fish 
caught by them with the subjects of the United States ? — No, not 
that I know of. Withdrew. 

THOMAS HUGHAN, Esquire, called in, and examined. 

YOU have stated in your former evidence, that tke present situation* Afr. 
of the West India planters is one in which they derive no profit, or a Hughan* 
very small one, from their capital ? — ^I have. 

Do yoQ recollect what was their tttuation for some years at the 
latter end of the American war ?•<— I have a general recollection of 
West India affairs from a period very shortly, subsequent to the^ 
American war. 

Can you state to the committee what was the situation of the West 
India planters from the end of the American war to the beginning of 
the French revolution, in the year 1790?''— The information which I 
am enabled to give to the committee upon that subject must be 
chieBy from recollection: the situation of the planter during that pe- 
riod must have been various* aS, very considerable fluctuations of 
prices took place ; but on the whole, I am satisfied diat he could not 
nave received more than what has generally been considered an ade* 
quate return, namely, 10 per cent, upon his capital on the average of 
those years, although I question whether he received so much. 

Why do you mention 10 per cent, as a fit return for his capital ^--^ 
J have been led to consider 10 per cent, not more than an adequate 
return for capital vested in West India estates, because that capital 
itself is subject to many casualties, to deterioration and depreciation 
from innumeraole causes, which <k» not afiect capital vested in kind 
or in other concerns in this country ; the cultivation of the colonies it 
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Mr. *a species of manufacture the returns from which are not only uncei'- 
Hufhan. tain and Tariable^ but the capital itself is ei^osed to considerable and 
unavoidable hazard. 

What was the situation of the West India planter from the year 
1790 to the year 1798 ? — ^During the period between the years 1790 
and 1798, I am of opinion that the situation of the West India 
planter was more prosperous, generally speaking, than it had been 
previously or since. During that time, although there were two or 
three yery unproductive seasons, yet on the whole they were more 
favourable ; but his profits were by no means, in the best of those 
seasons, excessive. 

To what causes do you ascribe the increased prosperity of the 
British West India planters, during the last period of time ? — ^To cir- 
cumstances which gave him not only the supply of this country, but 
almost the exclusive means of furnishing what the continent of Eu- 
rope required : the first of these was the revolution and destfuction 
of the colony of Saint Domingo, which being followed by the war 
with France, interrupted, or nearly totally cut off* all communication 
between that country and her colonies ; and in the early part of last 
war the obstacles to neutral commerce were much greater than they 
have been since. 

What has been the situation of the West India planter from the 
year 1798 to the present moment ?-— Almost invariably declining^ the 
last season certainly infinitely the worst. 

Is the quantity of sugar now in the West India docks, according 
to the statement delivered in to the committee, an unusually large or 
small quantity for the time of year ? — The quantity now on hand is 
unusually large for this period of the season ; a large fleet is also just 
arrived from Jamaica. 

What means have you had of acouiring a knowledge of the trade in 
lumber and provisions carried on ror the supply of the British West 
. Indies ? — During my residence in Jamaica I carried on an extensive 
commerce myself in those articles. 

Having stated in your fohner examination, that i» your judgment 
and opinion a supr«ly of lumber and provisions cannot be obtained 
from the British North American- colonies in adequate quantities, 
and at prices which the planters could afford to pay for them, state 
the grounds on which you have formed the opinion ? — During a pe- 
riod of twelve years in which I carried on a trade to America, about 
one-half of. that time the trade was exclusively confined to British 
ships, and I had frequent occasion to freight and charter British ships 
for the' purpose of carrying arti^le» procured in the United States of 
America ; those ships were then liable to a tonnage duty in America, 
which they would have been exempted from in the British provinces, 
but I never knew one instance of a ship being dispatched from Januiica 
to any of the British provinces for a cargo of lumber ; the provinces of 
Canada, New Brunswick, and Nov;i Scotia, can only supply, I believe, 
certain species of lumber, videlicet, white pine, red and white oak 
•taves and shingles, the last article of the most inferior description ; 
* wliitepine boards are procured I understand with tlifficulty in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick ; in Canada they are obtained, but sel- 
dom manufactured in a way to make them so suitable to the conve- 
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nience of the planter in the West Indies as those which are procured Mr. 
from the American States ; the staves of Canada, for what reason I Hu||rh«n. 
know not, are generally ih the rough, or unhewn, which makes them 
liable to a much heavier freight than hewn or drest staves are, and of 
course increases the expence of carrying them to market to perhaps 
nearly double what it would amount to from the American ports. 

What is the price of hogshead staves in Quebec ? — ^I am not able, 
from my own information, to give an answer to that question, but J 
understand it has been stated to be from twelve to fifteen pounds per 
thousand. 

What would be the price of such staves deposited in the V\'c8t 
India market ?— If the first cost of those staves is 15/. they could not 
be delivered, I apprehend, in the West Indies, at less than 30I. sterling. 

What is the price of that description of lumber imported from the 
United States into the British West India market ^--I have in my 
hand the Baltimore price current, dated the 14th May ; I see white 
oak hogshead staves, which are those usually applied to the purpose 
of making puncheons in the West Indies, at 30 dollars a thousand^ 
equal to 6/. 15J. sterling, and those staves I suppose, making all due 
allowance, could be delivered for 15/. a. 18/. per thousand. 

You state 6/. 1 5/. to be the price of freight from Baltimore, and 
I $/. to be the price of freight from Quebec, how do you account for 
the difference ? — One mode of estimating the freight upon these car- 
goes has been to give one moiety of the c^go for transporting the 
other. I apprehend .that the Canada staves are rough or undi'essed 
staves ; the Bdtimore staves I know are dressed staves, and the freight 
of those staves that are rough necessarily must be much higher than 
those that are dressed, and the voyage is also longer. In the prices 
of 30/. and 1 8/. respectively, I have included all charges which com- 
prehend many other items as well as freight. 

Is oak timber of a better quality when obtained from the Northern 
than from the Southern States? — I apprehend it is not better when 
obtained from the Northern, the best white oak staves I have seen in 
the West Indies have generally come from Georgia. 

Can pitch-pine lumber be obtained from British North Am^ca in 
sufficient quantities, and at what prices ^-Aocording to the best in« 
formation that I possess, pitch-pine lumber cannot be obtained fVom 
British North America at all. I know three distinctions of pine in 
use in the West Indies ; the white pine, which is produced in the 
greatest abundance in the northern parts of America ; the yellow 
pine, which is more confined to the middle States; and the pitch pine^ 
almost exclusively, I believe, confined to the southern States ; the latter 
I understood Either does not grow in the British colonies, or in such 
small quantities as not to afford any considerable supply to the West 
Indies. 

What are the circumstances which impede the supply of flour, 
com, and other provisions of the bread kind, from British North 
America? — I have always understood that New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia did not produce sufficient quantities of grain for their 
own consumption; Canada exports grain and flour considerably. 
One great obstacle to a suitable and regular supply of com being 
carried froQi Canada to the West Indies, is the nature of tlie naviga- 
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Mr. tion> the river Saiat Lawrence beinj; shut one half the year. • I never 
Hughan. ^^ard of any rice being produced m Canada, which is an article of 
cbnsiderable consumption for the use of negroes ; the flour of Canada 
which I have seen imported into the'West Indies is inferior }n qua- 
lity to that of the United States of America, particularly New York, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. 

Could not those supplies be obtained in sufficient abundance while 
the navigation of the river was open ? — The nature of the West 
India climate is such, that flour, and other articles of that sort, 
will not keep there for many months together in a state of perfection, 
and therefore to supply them with such articles in an adequate and 
convenient manner, the imports must be frequent; flour will be 
injured by being kept a period of six months- 
Have you heard that on certain occasions the British North Ame- 
rican colonies have been compelled to have recourse to the United 
States for com, flour^ and other articles of provision ? — ^1 have so 
understood. 

Have you heard that West India fish cured by British subjects 
has been brought to Boston and other places, and transported &om^ 
thence to the British West India islands, and if so, state to the com- 
mittee what you know respecting such transaction ? — I iTelieve that 
is the fact. 

To what circumstances do you attribute it?— -I believe that fish is 
carried from the British settlements frequently to the United States, 
and from thence transported to the West Indies ; it is carried there 
in barter for other commodities. 

You have stated the necessity of an intercourse being kept up be- 
tween the United States of America and the British West Indies, can 
6uch intercourse be maintained by British shipping alone in time of 
war? — I think that such an intercourse cannot be maintained by 
British shipping alone in time of war, without exposing the planters 
to such additional charges and prices for the articles as would most 
materially injure and distress them. 

Has the opening of this intercourse to neutral shipping tended to 
render the supply of lumber and provisions uncertain and disadvan- 
tageous to the planter ?— No, on the contrary I conceive that his 
supply must have been much more precarious, and the prices paid 
much higher than he has been in the habit of giving, if the trade had 
not been opened to neutrals ; in my opinion, the opening of this 
trade to neutral ships has tended materially to lower the price of ar- 
ticles of consumption to the planter ; the competition amongst 
sellers, and there being a larger number of that description than there 
could have been, according to the mode in which the trade was for* 
merly carried on, has necessarily, in my opinion, created a reduction 
in the price of those articles in the colonies. 

Do you know the quality of f\sh that usually is sold in the West 
Indies ^v-I do. , 

State the descriptions. — T-4ie fish chiefly in use in the West Indies 
Is herrings, f^om Great Britain and Ireland, and cod fish and other 
sorts of pickled fish, which are now imported from the United States 
of America, and from Newfoundland, and the other British settle- 
ments in North America. 
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Which of those kinds of fish are the best calculated for the con- ^'y^ 
sumption of the great population of the West Indies?— British "^"*"' 
herrings, when they can be obtained on fair and reasonable terms, are 
most in use, and generally preferred in the island of Jamaica ; they are 
better calculated to keep for a considerable length of time in a hot 
climate ; and in several other respects, I bold them to be better 
adapted for the use of the colonies than the pickled fish which is 
generally obtained from America ; I believe, also« that the negroes 
themselves give them a preference. 

Do you know the quantity of British herrings which have for these 
three or four years past been exported to the West Indies I — I do not 
know the quantity of British herrings which have been exported to 
the West Indies ; but I believe of late years the quantity has not been 
s« great as it previously had been, owing to the very high price at 
which they have arrived, and the great difficulty in some cases of pro* 
curing them at all- 

What has been the usual price during the period of three years ? — 
From thirty to forty shillings per barrel, seldom so low as thirty ; I " 
recolle<5t when they were furnished at from eighteen to twenty or 
twenty«one per barrel. 

Can you state the black population of the \Vcst India colonies ^ — 
I cannot with any degree of accuracy, but should compute the black 
population not short of 500,000. 

Taking that estimate as correct,^ what, quantity of herrings do you 
think it would require to supply the consumption ? — ^^If the price waa 
such as the planter could afford to pay, I should calculate that not 
less than 180,000 barrels would be taken ^ from that to 100,000. 

Are you sufficiently acquainted with the state ot the British fishery 
to mention to the committee, whether or not it is capable of giving 
an adequate supply for the purpose of the West Indian consumption.^ 
...What the British fishery may be capable of supplying, I am not com<» 
petent to say ; but I know at times we have had difficulty in obtain- * 

ing the quantity of herrings we had orders for, for the West indies. 

Withdrew. 

SaUath 16"*. die Julii, i^oj. 
ALEXANDER HENRY, Esquire, called in, and examined. 

WHAT is your connection with the West Indies, and what means 
have ^ou bad of being acquainted with the colonial trade •'— I have ^^f' 
been in trade in Jamaica for twenty-two years.; i have been connected ™"^» 
with the other iflands likewise, but principally with Jamaica. 

In the case of a suspension of direct intercourse with the American 
States, do you conceive there would be means of obviating the in- 
convt^niences likely to result to the JBritish colonies from the interrupt 
tion of that intercourse ? — I should think there would. 

What means occur to you * — The supply which the British colo- 
nies in North America cowld furnish, I believe, is very great, though . 
they do not come within my knowledge ; but in case gf extremities, - 
the Americans would admit of very large supplies being f^irnished 
from their ports by means of neutrals. 

Are you able to speak to the mode of supplying the Various articles 






I 



( 202 ) 
Mr. 

Henry, ^jjj^ij ^^^ requisite for the supply of the West India colonics?— I 
certainly am not prepared to give a detail ; the quantities of salted 
and dried provisions are very considerable which go to Jamaica alone^ 
, from the different ports of the United States of America, as well as 
the British colonies ; the trade of the British colonies has of late been 
very much interrupted in consequence of the trade being carried in 
American ships from their own ports since the year 1793. 

Do you conceive that interruption has injured the means the 
British colonies would' otherwise have had of supplying the West 
India islands ? — Yes ; in war it almost amounts to a prohibition, the 
expence is so great of navigating the British ships, and the insurance 
is so high. 

Does it come within your knowledge, by what means the British 
West India islands were supplied with provisions during the Ame- 
rican war ^ — I was not in the island till two ^ears after the peace ; 
but I have understood they were well supplied, and at moderate 
rates, by neutral andBritish ships, and by a number of captures. 

Do you conceive that, by sufficient encouragement, the British 
North American colonies would be enabled ta afford a very consider- 
able proportion of the supply requisite for the West India colonies ?— 
I am well assured that they could, in the course of a very little time. 

Have you any idea of the extent ?— I do not know the quantity of 

flour which the British North American colonies produce, put I nave 

' understood it is very great, and would be considerably increased, 

provided there was a market for it ; and the same with respect to 

lumber. 

Are you aware of any practicable means of giving- them encou- 
ragement?— I should consider that by having a good market, they 
would be induced to bring a sufficient quantity. Without convoy, 
in time of war, they could not carry on the trade at aH, except under 
circTum stances of extreme disadvantage. 
' Do you conceive that the articles which are exported from the 

British North I American colonies, namely, flour and lumber, are 
inferior or superior to those exported from the United States of 
America } — I have always understood that the flour from Quebec is 
not of so fine a quality as that from Philadelphia. I have undeirstood 
that the Quebec white oak staves were best for rum puncheons ; I 
am not aware of any difference in the red oak staves. 

Is it your opinion that British ships» in time of peace, could carry 
on the trade between our colonies and the American States on as 
** good terms as the trade is carried on at present by American ships f 
— I have not the least doubt of it ; there is i^ot less than about 60,000 
ton of shipping goes annually from Great Britain to Jamaica without 
any freight at all. ' 

Do you knov^ whether American ships, or British ships trading 
between America and the British cplonies, are navigated at the 
cheapest rate ?— I believe the seamen in American ships have higher 
wages than the British. 

Will you state the comparative expence of provisions on the outfit ? 
I should think the Americans were cheaper. 

What is the comparative expence of building ?— In the British 
North American colonies, they are built at' a very moderate expence 
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indeed, but they are not 8o durable. In the United States, I under- Mr. 
stand the ships to be more durable, but to be built, at a much greater H««3r. 
txpence ; but my reason for thinking this commerce might be carried 
on by the British at as little expence as by the Americans is, that an 
immense number of ships go from Britain, particularly to Jamaica, 
without any freight whatever ; it would require some station vessels 
in the West India colonies to carry on the intercourse with America 
for provisions. 

^Vhat measures occur to you as likely to be the most effectual in 
relief of the present distress of the sugar planters ?.-I think prevent- 
ing the intercourse of neutrals with the enemy's colonies, and the , 
ports of consumption in Europe, would be the most effectual of all 
remedies. Neutrals have been substituted in the stead of French and 
^anish subjects, with all the privileges of French and Spanish sub- 
jects in times of peace, whereas the British colonies are subject to all 
the expences of war. It does not appear to me right, that neutrals 
should be suffered to carry the produce of the enemy's colonies to 
their own ports for exportation, which they are not allowed to do in 
time of peace ; the reduction of the duty also would certainly be 
very important to some extent. 

Has the present system, with regard to the neutral intercourse, 
tended to facilitate or increase the cultivation of sugar in the enemy's 
colonies ?— I conceive it has, particularly with respect to the island 
of Cuba, to a very great extent. 

Can you state the present condition of the enemies colonies, with 
respect to their cultivation?—! have not the particular means, of 
knowledge, but I have no doubt, that, but for the intercourse of 
neutrals, it would have been considerably diminished. ^ should con- 
ceive, if it had not been for that intercourse the cultivation must * 
have been very limited indeed. 

What do you conceive to be the comparative rates of expence at 
which sugar is cultivated in the British West India islands, and in the 
conquered colonies and Trinidad ? — I cannot say distinctly the pro- 
portion, but 1 b(*Iieve that the conquered colonies cultivate at a 
cheaper rate. Withdrew. 



JOHN VENNER, Esquire, called in, and examined, 

STATE to the committee your connection with the British West j^^^ 
India colonies, and the means you have of acquainting yourself with Venner* 
the West India trade? — I am a merchant in New Brunswick, and ' 
have resided there from 1786. to 1804 ; and during that time have 
been more or less engaged in the shipping of articles sent from that 
country to the West Indies, and receiving returns from thence. 

Can you Bpeak to the means of supply of the ^ est India islands 
from British America in general ?-- I can speak more. particularly to 
New Brunswick : J can speak to the other -provinces only from hav- 
ing been one of the committee of merchants corresponding with the 
other colonies. 

What are the articles of supply which the province of New Bruns- 
wick would afford to the British West India islands, in what quan- 
tities) and at what prices ?— The principal articles that we supply are 



4 



V ;»> 



(204. ) 

\f^^ pickled and dried fisb^yjutnber, and shingles ; the qitintities of fish 
***** caught and cured wl^n^ left the province, three years ago, as far as 
ny memory server QDm^ere from 30 to 50,000 barrels of herrings an- 
nually; the dried Ji^Tin^y be nearly the same number of quintals ; 
and of boards, I s&pos^from three to five millions of feet were ac- 
tually sawed annu&ft» Of the fish, a very small proportion was ac- 
tually exported hyffS directly to the West Indies ; the greater pro- 
portion of all the Ml ^C/catcH and cure, and all the lumber that we 
•aw, instead of haS^ carried in our own vessels to the West India 
islindr are carried by our coasters to the American States, and carried 
#y them to the West Indies. 

Why does that trade prevail .'—Because we have at present no res- 
sels or our own to carry them ; the navigation of the province is 
at a stand in consequence of the Americans being allowed to carry 
them, and the high insurance we are obliged to pay in the time 
of war. 

Is ypur navigation shut any considerable part of the year ?— No; 
the harbour of Saint John is open the whole of the year, the depar- 
ture from that coast is at all times easy ; the approach to the coast in 
the months of December and January is dangerousy but not more so 
than to the northern ports of the United States. 

Do yota know the state of population in the province of New 
Brunswick ?— I am afraid at present it is very smal|, probably smaller 
than when 1 left it: the decrease of navigation, and the want of 
employment, has induced a great number of valuable settlers to quit 
that as well as the other provinces, and go to the American States. 

Has the colony any means of affording a supply of salted provisions 
to the West India islands I — Not in lai*ge quantities at present, but 
this production I conceive to be in an increasing state. 
' Do you conceive you could furnish a sufficient quantity of fish 
from the British American colonies for the supply of the West India 
islands ?— I do, fully, provided we had vessels sufficient to carry 
them. 

Do any considerable proportion of the inhabitants of New Bruns- 
wick, at any time of the year, occupy themselves in cutting and pre- 
paring lumber ^"A considerable proportion of the inhabitants do 
in the winter season ; the custom is then to cut the logs from the 
woods, bring them to the edge of the banks, and, as the river begins 
to be navigable, bring them to the mill to saw. 

How long does the winter season endure ?— From the loth Novem- 
ber to the TOth March. 

. Arc there extensive forests in New Brunswick which have the 
facility of water carriage? — Yes; adjoining the banks of almost 
every river. 

State what kinds of timber they contain.— The principal parts 
^ the white and yellow pine, and spruce, but very little of the red 
pine ; we have the ash, the red oak, and the white oak for staves, 
but all in small quantities. 

Has your fishery experienced any other cause of detriment of late 
years, beyond what you have stated?— The American fishermen 
come to our own lines, catch the fish on our own banks, and carry 
them to their own adjacent islands for sale. 

Can you state any instances, within your own knowledge, of the 
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inconvenieoce resulting to the British North Americin vcidiantSy.M^. 
from the want of Bhipping from the ports of those colonies to the Veimsr. 
British West India islands ?— Yes^ the being obliged to charter vessels 
from this country with little or no freight to New Brunswick, to 
carry our produce to the West Indies. I hare actually chartered 
one from London, of $%o tons, and am about fo charter another 
of the same size from Liverpool, for those purposes. 

Could you afford to supply the West India islands at the same 
prices at which the Americans supply them ? — ;Not during the pre- 
sent arrangement of things in war time, because we have at present 
no convoys from New Brunswick, and also from the insurance bein^ 
in a four JPold degree to that which the Americans pay. 

Might not that proportion of insurance be diminished by a convoy 
being furnished ? — Certainly. 

Do you conceive that under any, and what arrangement of convoys 
you could come into fair competition with the Americans in the 
w^st India market ? — By our being allowed regular monthly convoys 
from the provinces to the islands, and returned convoys monthly 
from the islands to the provinces; by which means the supply would 
be gradual, and nou particular glut or the article take place. 

Is there any quantity of the supply of fish and lumber from the 
British North American colonies now unsold in the Britbh West ' 
India islands ^-By the last Jamaica packet, I received an account of 
the greater part of three cargoes of fish, which have been there from 
the month of December last, remaining unsold, which hat been 
occasioned by the vast supplies from the British provinces beyond 
what it was conceived they could furnish, and from large supplies 
, from the United States. The luniber, consisting of white pine and 
spruce, has been sold at very' disadvantageous prices, viz. about 12/. 
a thousand, in consequence of large importations by the AmericanSf 
who were selling at 10/. 

Whence arose this difierefice in price between your timber and the 
American ?•- 1 believe, from its being more fairly prepared, and better 
sawed and worked up. 

What do you conceive to he the means of Nova Scotia and Canada 
to furnish the necessary supplies to the Britsh West India islands ? 
— ^I believe the resources of Nova Scotia to be nearly similar to our 
own with respect to fish and lumber ; their prospect of grazing is 
rather better than ours. 

What is. the comparative population of Nova Scotia and Nen^ 
Brunswick ? — Nova Scotia is far more thickly inhabited than Nei^b 4t 
Brunswick ; their occupations are similar ; farmers, mechanics, and 
labourers ; very few shipwrights now* The principal resources of 
Canada, so far as my knowledge goes, are flour and staves ; but I am 
less acquainted with this province than with Nova Scotia* 

Withdrew. 

CHRISTOPHER IDLE, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

WHAT is your connection with the West Indies, and what means Mn 
have you of being acquainted with the means of affording the neces* ^"*^ 
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Mr. 

Idle, 



«ary fopplic«?— My connection with the 'W'est Indies is of a general 
mercantile nature, relatively with this country, and with Canada. 

What is the extent and nature, of the supply which Canada does 
afford, or is capable of affording to the West Indies ?— Canada is 
capable of supplying staves in any quantity, both for we^ and dry 
"Casks, not including sugar hogsheads. It is capable of supplying 
every species of naval tiniber; it is capable of furnishing ships for 
the trade, and a very large supply, I conceive, of wheat and flour. 
The export of wheat this year will be very coAsiderable. 

Does Canada produce any of the red or pitch pine ?— In very small 
'tiuantities ; I conceive the Canada staves are much superior to the 
American, and will, in any part of their use or application, have the 
a4vantage over the American. There are three defe<fts in the staves 
as at present imported from Canada ; the firft is, the improper selec- 
tion of timber ; the second is, the improper management of that 
timber in respect of the separation of the sap, which causes the 
worm-holes ; and the third defect is, in the mechanical converfion of 
it, in not squaring their timber according to the fibres of the wood. 

Might not those defects be remedied.' — With the greateft ease in 
the world.. 

Is the produce of corn in Canada increasing ? — I conceive very 
much so, in consequence of the clearing of the lands, its increasing 
wealth, and the measures adopted by government for the encourage* 
ment of that colony in the articles of its export. 

Have you any knowledge of the extent of the capacity of Canada 
to furnish boards, scantling, and other timber, suited to the consump- 
tion of the West India colonies?— I have reason to think that it 
could make very large and increasing supplies in proportion to the 
increase of population, and the other means of the colony. 

Have you any knowledge of the present state of the population of 
Canada r— Not sufficient to satisfy the committee. 

Have you engagements to fumiih from the provinces of Canada^ 
Nova Scotia, or New j^runswick, any quantity, and to what extent 
of scantling or other timber, applicable to the building of ships or 
houses ?-^I have an engagement with government to fumifh a very 
considerable quantity of mails, bowsprits, and other naval timber, 
both to this country and to the colonies, from Canada solely ; the 
mails and bowsprits of Canada having been found very far superior to 
those of New Brunswick, or the United States. 

Are not other markets besides the Wefl Indian markets supplied 
with flour, corn, and lumber, from Canada ? — Very considerable sup- 
plies, I know, have been derived from Canada to Poi^tugal^ and I 
presume Spain chiefly, of wheat and Indian corn, and to this market 
also. 

Do you know of any means of promoting the consumption of the 
'Staple article of rum ? — ^I know of no means, .except the reduction of 
duties, and what I conceive the consequence, the diminution of 
smuggling ; and this redu<dion of duty, I conceive, would not occa- 
sion any defalcation in the aggregate amount of the revenue. 

Withdrew. 
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Lwiitf 20** die^Juliii 1S07. 
HENRY SHIRLEY, Esquire, called in, and examined. 

WHAT 18 your 6onnection with the West Indies, and what are xir. 
your means of affording information to the committee, with respect Shirley, 
to the British Weft India colomes?— I was in Jamaica three years 
during the American war, and seventeen years, from 1784 to 180 19 
as a planter. 

What do you consider the causes of the present distressed situa* 
one of the sugar planters ? — The low price of colonial produce, ancl 
the increase of the contingent expences. 

To what causes do you attribute the depreciation of the market? * 
— To neutral vessels being allowed to carry French and Spanish su- 
gars to Europe ; the heavy contingent expences arise naturally from 
a state of war. 

« 

What measures do you consider best calculated to afford relief to 
the home market ? — Returning to the old colonial system of afford- 
ing protection to the produce of the British plantations, by prevent- 
ing the produce of foreign colonies being conveyed to th*e European 
markets. 

Do any measures occur to you for increasing the home consump- 
tion of sugar P—I conceive that the heavy duties that have been laid 
on sugars have not only lessened the consumption, but have prevent- 
ed the increase naturally tp be expected from the increase of popula- 
tion, and the increase of wealth in the mother-country $ at the same 
timer Jamaica has remitted to this country a much greater quantity 
of sugar than it used to do. 

Do any measures occur to you for the assistance of the export 
trade ?— I conceive none but a peace, or stopping the neutrals from * 

carrying the sugars of our enemies to the European markets. 

What do you consider to be the profit which a planter can derive 
from his capital, at the present prices? — ^I conceive that a sugar plan- 
ter, who does not make more upon his plantation than 150 hogs- 
heads, must, at the end of the year, be in debt to his merchant ; a 
planter who makes upwards of 250 hogsheads, gets a profit in pro- 
portion to the quality of his sugars. On one .property, comprising 
two sugar estates bought by me, and improved, which has cost me 
170,000/. fterling, my profits last year were about 5,600/. 

Does that estate make better sugar than the average of the British > • 
plantation sugar ? — Much better. 

Is that estate managed at an expence greater, or smaller, than the 
average expence of estates in Jamaica ? — I was at a considerable ex- 
pence in the settlement of those estates, in drder to prevent any ex- 
pence on account of contingencies; I do not think there is an estate 
in Jamaica managed at so small an annual expence. 

What is the. average crop of the property you speak of? — ^The 
average crop is 600 hogsheads upon one of the above-mentioned 
sugar plantations, and 400 hogsheads on the other. 

Has t|>at estate any particular advantages over other Estates, from 
its local situation ?•— -A very excellent soil, which enables me to do 
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Mr. with 416 negroes what I cannot do at another estate with 750 ne- 

i Shirley* groes, and with heavier cofitingcnt expences. 

At what periods have you oSajI'ved any material changes in the 
profits of the estates you possess in the West Indies ?— The price of 

^ sugar was very low when I became a sugar planter in 1773; the 

markets became very favourable in consequence of the American 
war;, we sold our rum to great advantage. After the peace in 1783, 
the markets were very low until 1789 ; they improved m 1789, 1790, 
1791, 1791; in t793> they became very high until 1799; ever fince 

^ that time the markets have lowered every year. 

In the period of which you have spoken, independently of the 
prices at which produce has sold, have not the necessary contingen- 
cies of Weft India estates considerably increased ? — The contingent 
expences of an estate 1 possessed in 17739 and the contingent ex- 

\ pencesof the same estate in 18049 are at least 115 per cent, higher 

than they were. , 

^ Can you form an eftimate of the variations in the profit* of your 

estate before mentioned, since you purchased it? — I bought Hyde 

I ^ Hall in 1788 ; the estate did not come to its degree of perfection till 

*7?5 » the crops of 1795^ 1796* i797> and 1798, as far as lean 

\ estimate them, not having the papers now before me, gave me a 

f "^ return for my capital of 12 per cent, during those four years ; but an 

inference must not be drawn from my estate applicable to other 
estates in Jamaica, for there are very few estates in Jamaica which 
make 600 hogsheads. It has been declining ever since. In i8oi, 
1*02, 1803, and 1804, it produced, on an average, a profit almost 
equal to 6 per cent. In 1805 it produced about 3 per cent. 

Can you state what has been the profit in 1806 and 1807 ?'— I have 
not the accounts. 

Have they been greater or lefo ? — They have been less, because the 
sugars have sold for less money. 

How much per cent, do you suppose this estate produced from 
i78Hto i794> while you were bringing it to perfecflion ? — I cannot 
tell, because I left the crops to my agent to improve the estate, and 
my agent had orders to lay out all the money the estate produced in 
improving it. 

In 1773, you have stated, that the prices were very low, but be- 
came higher in consequence of the American war; do you suppose 
the same consequence would follow the breaking out of an Ame- 
rican war, if it broke out now ? — In the former war you protected 
us ; in the present war you sacrifice us to the Americans. 

What would be the situation of the planters in the British West 
Indies, if they were obliged to depend upon the British North Ame- 
rican^colonies alone for their supplies of lumber and provisioiis? — A 
trade between the British India colonies and the British North Ame- 
rican Provinces, for supplies of provisions and lumber, cannot be 
said to exist at present. We receive at times some lumber from 
Halifax and New Brunswick, some com and some horses from 
Canada» some white pine boards and planks, and some ranging timber, 
but no pitch pine, no oak staves for puncheons, and no cypros 
«hingles, an essential article, because, after several trials, we have 
fouxul by experience, that slates, copper, and tiles, require too heavy 
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roofs for a country subject to hurricanes. We get some good fi«h Mr, 
from thence, but no pork» which is a great article of food for the Shirley, 
negroes. I have not sufficient knowledge of Canada to say, whe- 
ther, in that immense country, there are not pitch pine, lumber, 
and red oak staves, but i;it is a new trade, which must be created; 
and if, to encourage this trade, a monopoly is, required of the Bri- 
tish West India colonies, it, must complete the ruin of the Jamaica 
planting interest. 

To what uses are pitch pine applied in the West Indies, to which 
scantling of the white pine, or spruce, could not be applied ?— The 
inforniation of, my carpenters in /Jamaica was, that white pines 
would do on the inside of the building, but not apposed to the 
weather. * 

Would the British planter's market for rum be injured by a mono-. 
poly of their supply being granted to the British North Americait 
colonies? — It would make' the planter still n^ore depender^ on the 
British merchants, who cannot be very indulgent in such times as 
these. They seem to pity our case, but they add to our miseries, by 
always deriving a profit from our distresses. The trade could not be 
carried on dfrectly by the planter as it is at present ; a middle man 
must be employed, and the middle men can only be the traders in 
Kingston, Montegp Bay, and other out-ports; those traders are 
almost as distressed and as poor as the planters. There are no 
bankrupt laws at Jamaica ; nothing more common than the non- 
payment of an acceptance ; the merchants are for ever suing one an- 
other. The merchants in North America could not truft them 
without the guarantee of a Britifh merchant, and this would finally 
throw the lumber trad^ into their hands, as the Irish provision trade 
now is. We should lose tlfe market we have at present for our rum, 
and by shipping it all to England, it would only pay the charges. XTn- 
der the old colonial system, Jamaica increased in wealth ; this in- 
crease of wealth produced an increase of culture ; this brought to the 
Briti^i markets a greater quantity of sugar, rum, a<id coffee. Enor- 
mous duties have been laid on sugar, and the consumption has been 
so much injured, that it has not risen in proportion to the increased, 
population, and the increase of wealth in the mo!her country. The 
war prevents the re-exportation, and the price of colonial produce is 
become so low, that it draws the attention of parliament. We shall 
probably be reduced to the necessity of claying our sugars, which 
would greatly injure the British shipping, and the revenue. Our 
former prosperity attracted the attention of all traders and ship- 
owners i nothing could satisfy them but the strictest monopoly ; and, 
if it is now wished to add to our miseries, by devoting the little we 
^ave left to the prosperity of the British American colonies, we must 
be undone. We have had this, year, in the parish of Trelawney, in 
Jamaica, a severe drought ; and if we had not had-the immediate 
as8ist?nce of the United States, our slaves would have been greatly 
distre§^, and would have been reduced to green food, which 
lyoulU'l^ave produced a great mortality m autumn. 
',.tiQW,was Jamaica supplied with lumber and provl sions bet ween - 
1786 |nd 1793, when no Americans were allowed to trade there ? — 
A&far as my recoll^tion goes, I bought my lumber in the usual way ; 
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H*^-* lumber used to be brought' by the Americans tn^ small if^8Sels> wader 
Shirley, ^jje free port ad. I do not remember any interruption; 

fn what manner are the American imports from the United State* 
paid for by the British planters? — ^By colonial produce; namely, 
run;i and molasses ; by money, or bills of exchange. The di^erence 
is great between payments in rum, and payments hi money ; that is 
' to say, the American will take much less for his lumber and t>ro* 
visions when paid for in money, than when paid for in rum. About 
c1eveii>> twentieths are paid them in produce, and nine^twentteths in 
money or bills of exchange. This was the resutt of an enquiry by a 
committee of the House of Aiflfembly in Jamaica, of which I was 
chairman. ^ 

Would the British planters, in your opinion, be relieved to any>imd 
what extent, by being pepmitted to barter certain proportions of their 
coffee and sugar in payment for American supplies, equivalent to the 
cargoes imported ? — They certainly would ; the Americans would 
take some of our worst sugars ^ it would greatly reduce the exporta* 
tion of money, and previent the ruinous consequences of giving bills- 
of exchange, which, in these calamitous times-, are often di^onoured. 
What measures could be adopted in this country, with respect to 
the consumption of rum, which would be advantageous to the plant- 
ers?— To encourage its consumption, by supplying the amy and 
navy with rum instead of brandy, as it was done in old times ; grog- 
being naturally the favourite liquor of a seaman and a soldier. 

If the subjects of the United States of America were exuded 

from the . market, would not the British Horth Americans take the 

, rum, t^ith a view to sell it to them ?*r-I ^ould think that the rum 

. would come here, and that here it would sell at so low a t)rice« that' 

they would be able to- afford to send it to the (Mtcd States. 

Withdrew. 

ROBERT MILLIOAN, Esq. called in, and examined- 

Mr. WHAT is your connection with the West Indies, and what medn& 

Millifan. have you of being acquainted witb the colonial trade ?— 4 have beav 

a Wist India merchant in London, for the last twenty-seven years, 

and fbr the twelve years immediately preceding that time, I was a 

merchant at Kingston in Jamaica. 

In the case of a suspension of a direct intercourse with the United 
States of America, do you conceive there would be means of obviat* 
ing theinconvenienceft likely to result to the British colonies, from 
i the interruption of that intercourse ? — ^If the Intercourse should be- 
interrupted by an American war, of which' we have already had ^me 
Experience, I should think that the island of Jamaica, of whidi alone 
I can speak, might certainly for a tiifie be put to a coniiderable in- 
convenience ; but if we arc to Judge from the experience we had,; 
in the course of the American war, those difficulties would be in a 
^rcat measure overcome by supplies drawn from other courrtries, and 
^om captures, as Was the case during that war. I was in the island 
from 1775 to 1779. After a short time, we did not experience any 
very material inconveniences from the want Of lufcber or provisions; 
and the price was nev^r during that time extray;igantlyhigh| it war 
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Wef often very low, depending upon thode Circumstances, f f» how- Mr. 
ever» all intercourse either in British or Atticricaa ships Was to be MHligan 
$uddenjl]r pFohibtted} I think it would fbr a time produce very great 
distress m the West India colonies ; but if lo or la months previouft 
notice was j'ivcn of such intention, I think it is probable that the . 
supplies tbn would be sent from the British American colonies, and 
through this country, would in a great measure prevent that conse* 
Quence, although it would certainly occasion very considerable ad- 
Gitional expence ; and if that system should be persevered in, I have 
no doubt but that in a little time we should either circuitously, or 
through neutral shippings r^eive considerable supplies even from the 
American States, in spite of all possible restrictions, as their annual 
drops and produce, particularly of wheat, flour, coHi, rice, and c^er 
articles of provision, are of a perishable nature, and for which th« 
West Indies^ is the prinopal and beft market, so that in fact, the 
States of America are nearly as dependant on us for a market, as 
we are on them for the supplies* 

Are you certain,- that in the time you mention, no part of the 
aupply received in Jahiaica was the produce of the American States^ 
pot by capture, but received under neutral flags from the neutral 
islands, or otherwise i^-l do not befieve there was any undei* neutral 
Dags during the American war. ^ ' ' 

Waa any part of that supply derived from those parts of the 
United States, of which we yet retained the possession in British 
^i^ping ? — I presume there must be some part, but no ereat part $ 
jwe had always a c;)mmunicatlon with them, but it was of very little 
Importance at that tin\e. 

Can you state to the committee (speaking from your own know* 
ledge) the extent of the supply of lumber and provisions which 
could be obtained from the British North American colonies ? — I 
never bad much connection with the colonies of Nova Scotia or 
New Brunswick; their trade to Jamaica, dining the time that I 
lived there, was not of much importance ; but I have always under- 
jitood and believe, that they are now capable of supplying almost 
any quantity of cbmmon lumber and fish in abundance, and are sus- 
ct^tu>le, with due encouragement, of great improvement. Canada I 
'know can furnish any quantity of white oak staves of the best qua- 
Jity^^nd in «Qme years large quantities of wheat and flour are shipped 
frocn that province : b|it I do not think that in the present situatiqa 
of things, the British American colonies alone are competent to 
furnish an adequate and seasonable supply of all tb^ artidies, parti- 
pulacly flour, rice, at present supplied to the West Indies by the 
Ameri<cap States. 

Is it your opinion, tha| the intercourse between the West ladi^ 
Islands and America in prpviiions and lumber^ can be carried on aa 
cheaply in British as in American ships ?— If regular convoys weuc 
allowed to the Britiih ships in that trade, I presume that the frei^bt 
^nd insurance on British ships would be very little, if any tiMo^, 
more than upon American ships. 

Have you turned your attention to the possibility of supplying ^ 
wants of the British West India Islands from the British fisheries^ 
more exclusively than at present ? — I certainly have turned my at- 
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^f • • tention to tht supplying the West India Islands with herrings^ Whicft 
Muhg»n jg ^Y^^ jj^^jgj desirable article .of food for nt^groes in the We§t Indies, 
and in the course of my inquiries, I have found the whole oC the 
British fisheries totally inadequate to the reasonable supply of the 
West India Illands with that article, and in ccnsequ qnggyia^e with 
other West India merchants, made application tt> g^jjftaS^t for per- 
mission to import Swedish herrings into this Cousttfy, for the sCipply 
of the West Indi& Islands* on the same terns ^at they are allowed 
to be imported into Ireland. . ''"'^ 

Are you aware of any other species of fish which might be import- 
ed from this country } — Thece is no species of fish which could be 
carried to the West Indies so desirable for the slaves ; there are 
pilchards, which in some respects might answer the purpose. 

What do you conceive to be the capses of the present distressed 
situation of the West India planters? — The present depressed state of 
the sugar market ; the very heavy duty upon that aiticle, out of all 
proportion to its presept value, and the permission given to neutral 
ships. to bring heme the produce of the enemies* colonies. 

What meafures do you conceive best calculated to afford relief to 
' the West India planters ? — I should think the removal of thofe causes 
which occasion their distress ; a reduction of the duty ; a blockade of 
the enemies ports' in the We^^t Indies ; any expedient which could be 
found to increase the home consumption, or the foreign demand ; 
such, in respect to sugar, would be its use in the distilleries, or in re- 
spect of rum, its exclusive use in the army and navy. After what I 
have before said, I am also of opinion, that if regular convoys were 
to be appointed for the British ships trading to and from the West 
Indies to America, that the measure would greatly promote the 
Weft India interest, as the planters would then have the opportunity 
^ of shipping sugar and coffee to .that market (which they cannot do 
jn. American ships) and at a reasonable rate of freight, and might in 
return have their ptoviston and lumber shipped at the prime cost, 
with very little, if any, advance on the freight now paid to Ame- 
rican ships ; indeed I have always been of opinion, that if convoys 
had been appointed at the commencement of the war in 1793) to have 
protected the British' ships at that time stationed in that very course 
of trade, and that had exclusively carried it on to the mutual ad- 
vantage of the planters and ship-owners, for seven years previous 
thereto, there ivould not have been occasion for any application to 
the West India governors to open the ports to American ^hipping. 
If the plan Off convoys should be adopted, other advantages would 
naturally attach to it; as British ships could land their cargoes at any 
port or place, whether -there was a custoip-house established or not, 
which an American ship cannot do ; and if the system of blockading 
the enemies' sugar colonies is put in force (and, in my opinion, no- 
thing short of that will give the West. Indians effectual relief) an- 
other .favourable circumstance will arise to the planters, as the 
• Americans, who are in the habit of receiving about half the amount . 
.of their cargoes in specie, being deprived of the opportunity of 
trading with those colonies, will most probably invest the whole in 
the produce of our own iflands, a considerable part of which may 
^ifterwards find its way to the European markets, but not on terms 
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er.tn stich quantities as to injore the British exports to those markets. Mr. 
Another Concession, in my humble opinion, is also due to the vVest MiBigan. 
India planters, and that is, to appoint an annual convoy to such 
ships as might be employed in the circuitous trade from hence 
to America ^tjfk the West Indies, to load, with lumber,. &c. ^ account 
of such planters as should prefer having their supplies shipped in that - 
manner ; and I feel warranted in saying, that many British Iships are 
now ready to embark in that trade, on equal terma .-of freight paid ^ 
now to American ships. 

Do you conceive that any practicable reduction of the duty would 
afford material relief ?— I certainly think that it would, for the same 
reason that 1 think any additional duly laid upon the article at the 
present moment, would be an additional source of distress. , Accord* 
ing^ to my judgment, I should recommend that the scale of duty 
should be established upon something like this principle ; supposing, 
that at the average price of 50J. free of duty, the present duty of 
275. should be paid, and that for every shilling advance upon that 
price, there Should be aq advance of duty of sixpence ; and for every 
«hilling of the average under that price, there should be an abate- 
ment from the duty of sixpence. 

Would any reason^ible increase of bounty enable the British plant- 
ers to meet the Americans in the foreign market ? — ^I certainly think 
not. 

Has the reduction of price, which has taken place at the expence 

of the planters, been equal to any probable reduction of duty, and 

has that reduction of price been fouild materially to increase the 

home consumption ? — I believe it has had its effect ; it may not be 

. very visible, but it must naturally have had an effect. 

If some measures of relief are not speedily adopted, what do you 
conceive likely to be the consequences ? — The probably bankruptcy 
-of both planter and merchant. 

Withdrew. 

\ 

Marthf il die Juliiy 1807. 

EDMUND RUSEY LYON, Esq. called in, and examined. 

WHAT is your connection with the West India islands, and what Mr. 
have been your means of acquiring information ?---I resided in Ja- Lyoa. 
maica from April 1789 to the month of June i8oi» and I have been 
of late years connected with the island of Jamaica as its agent in this 
country. 

Is the present" situation of the planters to be in any degree attri- < 

buted to hurricanes, or any other natural calamities ?--No cause of 
that description has contributed to produce the distress of the plant- 
ers. No hurricane has taken place in Jamaica to the best of my re- 
collection since the year 1785. 

Generally speaking, have the seasons been remarkably favourable 
or unfavourable ?— from my knowledge of Jamaica, from the year 
17S9 to the present time, there have been only the usual and ordinary 
vicissitudes of weather in that island. 

Withdrew. 
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GIBBE8 WALKER JORDAN, Etdmre, calted In, and aiOiatd. 

Mr. ' WHAT is your connectipn with the We«t India ishndsy and what 
Jordan, y^y^ i^^q yQ^f meant of acquiring infbnnation respecting them i 
— I am agent for Barbadoes, aiTd have resided ther<^ m^ 1785 
' ^ to 1798. a^' 

Is the present situation 0f the planters in any degree to be attri- 
buted to hwricioesy or any other natural causes r— Certainly not; 
I know of no hurricane which |^s |>roduccd calamitous coosequencea^ 
to any material extent. 

Oenerally speakingi have the seasons been remarkably favourable 
or unfavourable {•^The seasons bate becii 10 genial tolerably fa- 
vourable. , 

WithOrcv, 
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-ACCOUNTS. 



9S 



Aff kCCOUKT «f the Quantity of SUGAR Imported from all Parts into 
GretU Briimn from the Year 1791 to the Year 1 806 Inclusive; distinguish- 
ing each Year :— Also, the (^antity of the same Exported to alf Parts in 
Jthe said Period; distinguishing the Export Jo Ireland from the Export to 
other I^rts, and expressing the Sugar in Cwts. after reducing the Kefined 
into Raw on the pnndple of 34 to 20. 



-Tt 



YEARS. 



IMPORTED. 



• 


OvTts. 


1791 .. 


1,813,192 


1792 .. 


1,989,230 


1793 .. 


2,1 ©4,726 


1794 .f 


2,519,181 


1795 .. 


2,151,272 


1796 .• 


2,240,299 


1797 .. 


2,139,887 


1798 .. 


2,699,B64 


1799 .. 


3,890 974 


1800 •• 


$,164,474 


1801 .. 


3,976,554 


180S .. 


4,297,079 


1803 .4 


9,185,894 


1804 .. 


3,248,306 


>f05 .. 


3,178,788 


1106 .. 


3,815,175. 



'■ 



EXPORTED 



To Ireiaad.|To other Parts. 



f— p 



I 



Cwts. 

141,639 
117,254 
154,275 
163,743 
168,264 
144,446 
208,343 
176,325 
211,185 

122,611 
182,896 
151,639 
162,728 
166,028 
134,802 



Cwts. 
268,342 
510,383 
363,854 
666,044 
646,668 
541,792 
657,821 
1^046,987 
407,352 
1,298,777 
li080,158 
1,863,872 
1,541,645 
,941,909 
936,657 
878,633 



TOTAL. 



Cwts. 

409»981 
627,637 
317,629 
1,029,787 
814,932 
686,238 
866,164 
1,223,312 
618,537 
1,657,552 
1,202,769 
2,046,768 
1 ,693,284 
1,103,937 
1,102,685 
1,013,435 



inspector Generafs Oiflice,} 

•Custam-Honae, ^ndon, I 

lith April 1807. i 



WILLIAM IRVING, 

Inspector peaeral of 
Impoijts and Exports* 
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An ACCOUNT of the Value of DYE WOODS, and other Miscellaneous 
Articles excepting Sugar, Coffee, Rum, Cocoa, Pimento, and Cotton, 
imported from the ii eft India Colmdrs into Great J^ritain, from the Year 
179 1 to the Year-iSc5, both inclusive; distinguishing each Year. 





— % 


/• 


1 
1 




179* 


218,159 






1792 


196,990 






1793 


IJIjOftO. 






1794 - 


148,274 






1795 


169,366 


# 




1796 


269,470 






1797 
1798 


496,340 






366,981 






1799 


509,406 






1800 


703,086 - 






iSoi 


523,73a 






1804 


a87,974 


- , 




1803 


253,418 






1804 


331,621 






1805 


444.764 


• 


Jlpte— The Accountfor 1806 cannot yet be given. 

> 4 







V 



Inspector GeneraPs Office, 
Custom- House, Loqdon 
14th Aprils 1807. , 



■■l 



WILLIAM IRVING, 
Inspector General of the 
Imports and Exports of Greta Britain. 
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An ACCOUNT o^ the Official Value of EXPORTIB from G^eat Ariiatn to 
the Wat India Colonies, ia the under-mentioned Periods, from 1761 to t8o6,. 
both inclusive ; with the Calculated Real Value of the same as shewn by 
the Convoy Tax; distinguishing each Year; as far as the same can be 
made up. 



Note. The Account for 



176X ..*..• 

I76». 

1763.. 

1764 

1765 

Annual Average of 5 Yrs. 



1771 

177* 

1773 

1774 

1775 

Annual Avef age , 



I7«i 

1782 

IT83- 

1784 

iy^s 

Annual Average 



179' 

179* ♦... 

1793 

»7.94 

179s "'.'", 

Aiinual Average 



iSbci..^ 

i80« 

18D3 

18D4. 

1805 



I8O6 cannot yet be given. 



Annual Average *4»ooz,79i 



OiiiciAi Value. 



1,392,686 
1,472,867 
1,228,452 

990i3ao 
i>078,682. 



1,232,603 



1,114,164 
1,440,121 

i»337,387 
1,418,807 

T, 7 18,457 
11425,787 

^»i49»528 
1,742,588 
1,869,246 
1,289,841 

i>«3 5,315 



1457.303 



*,649>o6i 

» 19*6,385 

2,695,415 
3,617,208 
2,880,132 

- ^ _ , , 

»>953,640 



4,474,670 
*»905,i7S 

4,047^521 
^,344,646 

4,31a. 701 

3,931,035 



* The calculated Real Value of the Exports to the 
West Indiejf amounted on an Average to £, 



6,061,794 



Inspector-General's Office,*! 

Custom-House, > 

London, AprU l^tb, 1&07. J 



WILLLAM IRVING, 
Injpector-General of Imports and Exports* 
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An ACCOtJNT of the Total Guantity of SUGAR in the Warehouses, ani 
Afloat in the West India Docks, on the 13th July, 1807. 



^ 




1 , 


1 
• 1 








Hhds. 


Trees. 


Paris. 


Chests. 


Serons. 

/ 


Warehoused ------ 

Remaining to land - - «- 


31,746 
890 


3,S95 
71 


984 
, 71 


S41 


^ 


, 


32,636 


3,666 


I1O55 


341 


— 



TOTAL Quantity in the Dock Premises, in Cwts. ; 

Hhds. - i - - 32,636 ----la 391, 6g« 

Trcs. - - - - 3,666 .--- 8---,- 29,328 

Bli. - -,- - 1,655-.-- 3' 3,165 

Chests - - - - 341 1*023 

Serons ---- --— . — 



Packages - - 37,698 Cwts. - - - 425,148 



GEO. TfiNNANT, Accon^taac. 



West-India Dock House, July 15, 1807. 



IXTRACTftbm the STATEMENT of EXPORTS, from Oct. i, 1805, t* 
Sept. 30, 1806, from the Ports of the United States of America. 

Produce of the United States - - - Drs. 41,^53,727 
Foreign Produce --------- 60,233,2c© 

Savannah' (estimated) ---.... 2,250,000 



\ 



Drs. 103,736,963 
WEST INDIA PRODUCE. 



Sugar ---^----- 

Do. clay*d ------- 

Coffee 

Cocoa --r------ 

Cottbn --------- 

Molasses --.------ 



Cotton, Sea Island 
Georgia - - - 



Pounds 106,249,397* 

Do. 39,378,637 

Do» 47,ooi,66a 

Do. ' 6,846,758 

Do. 1,833,187 

\io. 53,798 



Do. 6,096,080 

Do. 29,561,380 



Report pf Treasury Department, 
Feb. 24, 1607. 
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An ACCOUNT of the General Average Prices of BROWN or MUSCOv 
VADO SUjGARt. exclusive of all Duties ^ for 13 Years/ ending the 5th* 
Day of January, t8o6. 



WHEN 
PUBLISHED. 



1793 February 23 



August 24 
October 23 



1794 February 22 
June 21 
October i8 



1795 February ai 
June 20 
August %% 
October 23 



1796 February 23 
October 29 



1797 February 23 
August 26 
October aS 



1798 February 24 
June 23 
August 25 
October 27 



2799 February 23 



z 800 January 1 1 
April 5 
November xo 



180X June 27 
July II 
August 8 
November 7 



FOR WHAT TIME. 



/ 

Six Weeks preceding Feb. 20 1793 

» June 19 — 

-^-^ Aug. 24 — 

— * — — Oct. 23 — 



Feb. 22 1794 
June 21 — 
Oct. 15- — 



Feb. 18 1795 
June 27 — 
Aug. 22^ — ^ 
Oct. 23" — 



Feb. 23 1796 
Oct. 23 — 



Feb. 23 1797 
Aug. 23 — 
Oct. 23. — 

Feb. 23 1798 
June 23 ' — 
Aug. 23 — 
Oct. 23 ^— 

Feb. 23 1799 



Jan. 5 1800 
April $ — 
Nov. lo — 



May 10 1 80 1 
June ao — 
Aug. 10 — 
Nov. 9 — 



AVERAGE 
PRICE. 

i. d, 

59 9 
51 10 



51 


9f 


40 


2 


38 


41 


48 


3i 


55 


H 


60 


7i 


60 


li 


63 


8i 


62 


7i 



64 1 

64 10 
62 III 



67 li 

68 Hi 
65 II 

67 ^i 



69 3i 



57 


6| 


66 


3 


n 


J§ 


48 


»i 


Si 


6 


50 


"i 


47 


*f 


CMitinyeti. 
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An ACCOUNT of *he GenfeM Average Prices bf BROt^ of MtJsCO- 

VADO SUGAR continued. ^' 



im^ 



WHEN 
PUBLISHED.' 



1802 May 15 . 
August 7 
^ November 6 



1803 January 8 " 
April 30 
September J 
December 3*1 



1804 April 28 

September i 
December 29 



1805 May 4 
Augxlst 31 



1806 January 4 
I ■ \ 



FOR WHAT TIME. 



Four Months 



QuariofaYear 



wt*t> 



May 10 1802 
Aug. 10 — 
Nov. 10 -^ 



Jan. 5 1803 

May 5 — 

Sept.. 5 . — 

Jan. 5 z8o4 



May 5 — 
Sept. 5 — 
Jan. 5 1805 



May 5. 
Sept. 5 



~— ■ —— Jan. 5 1806 



mi 



AVERAGE 
PRICE. 



38 8 
37 4 
34 S 



34 4 

39 *l 

46 6| 

43 6| 



49 >o- 

54 3i 

55 >i 



52 8* 

SI H ^ 



48 61 



April 3, i8c6. 



TH. NETTLESHIP, 
Clerk of the Grocers Company/ 
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An ACCOUlfT of the General Average Prices of BROWN or MUSCO- 
' VAQO SU6aR, exclusive of all Duties ; from the 5th Jaouary to 31 st 
. December, 1806. 



The Average Price of Brown or Muscovado' 
Sugar, computed from the I{.eturns made in 
thte Week ending the Ei^th Day of January 
i8o6, per Hundred Weight. is" 

Week ending the 1 5th January 1806 - "is 

22d - - is 

fl9th - - is 

5th February - is 

.12th do - "is 

' - 19th - - is 

a6th - - is 

5th March - is 

' J 2th do ' - is 

19th - - 18 

• aoth - -. is 

• 9th April ' - is 
9th - - is 

i6th - - is 

23d - - Is 

30th - - is 

For a Quarter of a Year preceding the 5th May 

Week ending the 7 th May ' - is 

' . i4th • - is 

aist - - is 

28th - - is 

For Six Weeks preceding the ist June is 

Week ending the 4th - • is 

nth - - is 

i3th - - is 

25th - - is 

- - ad July - - is 

- ■ • 9th -- - is 

i6th - -is 

- - asd - • is 

30th - - if 



£' 



2 

a 

2 

a 

2 ' 

2 

a 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

a 

2 

a 

a 

a 
a 

2 

2 
2 
I 
2 
ft 

a 
a 

a 





/. J. 


9 4* 


9 il 


7 ."i 


7.io| 


6 8i 


6 '54 

7 ^i 


5 jioi 


6 ' 8| 


6 ;io| 


7 si 


'7 si 


9 4* 


8 61 


5 5l 


4 "i 


6 II 


5 i» 


5 3 


5 4i 


3 14 


4 10} 


» si 


4 I 


si 


19 
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An ACCOUNT of the General Average Prices of BROWN or MUS- ' 

COVADO sugar continued. 
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No. IX. 



COPY of the TREATY of Amity, Commkrce, and 
Navigation, between his Majesty and the United States 
of America, concluded and signed on the 31st December, 
1806, by the Right Honourable Flenry Richard Vassal 
Lord Holland, . one of his Majesty's PriVy Council and 
Lord Keeper of his Majesty's Privy Seal, and William 
Lord Auckland, one of his Majesty's Privy Council, and 
President of the Committee of Council for all Matters of 

' Trade and Foreign Plantations, Plenipotentiaries on the 

Part of his Britannic Majesty; and James Monroe 

and William Pinkney, Commissioners Extraordinary and 

Ministers Plenipotentiary on the Part of the United 

. States. 

TREATY. 

HIS Britannic majesty, and the United States of Ameriaz, being 
equally desirous to promote and perpetuate the good understanding.- 
and frieodship which happily subsist between the subjects of the 
United Kingdom and the citizens of the United States^ and for that 
purpose to regulate^ the commerce and navigation between their 
respective coiintries, territories, and people, on the basis of reci- 
procity and mutual convenience, have respectively named their ple- 
nipotentiaries, and have given to them full powers to make and con- 
clude a treaty of Amity, Navigation, and Commerce ; that is to say, 
his Britannic majesty ha^ named for his plenipotentiaries Henry 
Richard Vassal lord Holland, one of his majesty's privy council and 
lord keeper of his majesty's privy seal ; and William lord Auckland, 
one of his majesty's privy council, and president of the committee 
of council for all matters of trade and foreign plantations ; and the 
president of the United States, by and with the advice of the senate 
thereof, hath appointed for their plenipotentiaries James Monroe 
and VVilliam Pinkney, commissioners extraordinary and plenipotenr 
tiaries ; who, after having -exchanged their respective full power^^ 
|iave agreed on the following articles : 
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Article I. 

There shall be a firm» inviolable, and universal peace, and a true 
and sincere friendship between his Britannic ta&jesiy and the Unjted 
States of America^ and between their respective countries, territories, 
cities, towns, and people, of every degree, without exception of per- 
sons or places. ^ 

Article ii. 

It is agreed, that the several articles of the ti"eaty of amity, c6a- 
snerce, and navigation, between his majesty and the Unittd States ^ 
made at London on the 19th day of November i794> ivbicb have 
not expired ; nor as yet bad their full operation and effect y shall be con- 
firmed in their best form, and in their full tenour ; and that the con- 
tracting parties will also from t;me to time enter into friendly expla^ 
nations on the subject of the said articles, for the purpose of re- 
moving all iucb doubt i ai may arise or bave arisen f as to the true 
purport of the same, as well as fbr the purpose of rendering the 
said articles more conformable to tbeir mutual wishes and convenience* 

Article hi. 

His majesty agrees, that the vessels belonging to the United States 
of Americay and sailing direct from the said states j shall be admitted 
and hospitably received . in all the sea ports and harbours of the 
British dominions in the East Indies ; and that the citizens of the 
said United States may freely carry on a trade between the said terri- 
tories and the said United States ^ in all articles of which the importa- 
tion or exportation respectively to and from the said territories ahaS 
not be entirely prohibited ; provided only, that it shall not be lawful 
for them, in any time of war between the British government and 
any power or state whatever, to export from the said territories, 
without the special permission of the British government there, any 
•military stores, or naval stores, or rice. The citizens of the United 
^States shall pay for their vessds, when admitted into the said ports, 
-no other or higher tonnage than shall be payable on British vessels, 
■when admitted into the ports of the United States ; and they shall 
pay no other or ktgber duties or charges, on the importation or ex« 
f>ortation of the cargoes of the said vessels, than shall be payable on 
the same articles when imported or exported in British vessels. But 
it is expre^ly agrefed, that the vessels of the United States shall not 
carry any of the articles exported by thenj from the said British tev 
ritoiies to any port or place, except to some port or place in America 
nvhere the same shall be unladen^ an4 such regulations shall be adopted 
by both parties as shall from time to time be found necessary to en- 
force the due and faithful observance of this stipulation. 
, It is also understood, that the permission granted by this artidc 
is not to extend to allow the vessels of the Ignited Statis to carry on 
any part of the coasting trade of the said British territories, but the 
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▼essfels going but with thdr wigiual cargoes or part thereof yn^m 9fte 
fort or discbarge to anotbert are pot to be considered as carrying on 
the coastutg trade. Neither is this article to be construed to allow 
the citizens of the said states to settle or reside within the said ter- 
ritories, or to go into the interior parts thereof, without the permis- 
sion of the jBnVfj^.gos^nment established there; and if any trans- 
gressions should be attempted against the regi^lations'of the British 
government in this respect, the observance of the same shall and 
.tnay be enforced against the citizens of America in the same mannet 
as against British subjects or others transgressing the same rule. 
And the citizens of the United States^ whenever they arrive at any 
port or harbour in the said territories, or if they should be permitted^ 
in manner aforesaid, to go to any other place therein, shall always 
be subject to the laws, government, and jurisdiction, of whatever 
nature, established in such harbour, port, or place, according as the 
same may be. The citizens of the United States may also touch 
for refreshment at the island of Saint fielena^ but subject in all re- 
spects to such regulations as the British Government may from time 
to time establish there. 

Article iv. 

There shall be between all the dominions of his majesty in Europe 
and the territories of the United States^ a reciprocal and perfect li- 
berty of commerce and navigation. The people and inhabitants of the 
two- countries respectively shall have liberty freely and exclusively^ 
and without hindrance and molestation, to come with their ships 
and cargoes to the lands, countries, cities, ports, places, and rivers 
within the dominions and territories aforesaid^ to enter into the same, 
to resort there, and to remain and reside there without any limitation 
of time ; also to hire and possess houses and warehouses for the 
purpose of their commerce; and generally, the merchants and 
traders on each side shall enjoy the most complete protection and 
security for their commerce, but .subject always as to wjiat respects 
this article to the laws and statutes of the two countries respec* 
tively. 

Article v. 

It is agreed, that no other or higher duties shall be paid by the ships 
or merchandize of the one party in the ports of the otiier, than such 
as are paid by the like vessels or merchandize of ail other nations* 
Nor shall any other or higher duty be imposed in one country on the 
in)portation of any articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
the other, than are or shall be payable on the importation of the like 
articles, being of the growth, produce, or manufacture of any other 
foreign country. 

Kor shall any prohibition be imposed on the exportation or impor- 
tation of any articles to or from the territories of the two parties re- 
spectively, quhicb shall not equally extend to ail other nations* But 
the British government reserves to, itself the right of imposing on 
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Awutiean Tetseli cntenng into British potU im Buro/e atonns^e dirty 
eqiud to that which shall at any time be payaUe by BriHsb vesseh Xtt 
the ports of America ; and the government of the United States re- 
serves to itself a right of impomg on British vessels entering into 
the ports of the United States a tonnage iduty eq[aal to that which 
shall at any time be payable by American vessels in the British ports 
in Buro^' 

It IS agreed* that in the trade of the two countries with each other, 
the same duties of exportation and importation oir all goods and 
merchandize* and also the same drawbacks and bounties, shall be 
paid and allowed in <^her country, whether such importation or C3b- 
portation shall be made in British or American vessels- 
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Article vk 



The high contracting parties not having^ been able to arrange at 
present, by treaty, any coinmereial intercourse between the territories 
of the United States and his majesty's islands and ports in the West 
Indies f agree that, until that subject shall be regulated in a satisfac* 
tory manner, each of the parties shall remain in the complete pQS* 
session of its rightS) in respect to such an intercourse. 

Article vii^ 

f r shall be free for the high contracting parties respectively to ap' 
point consuls for the protection of trade, to reside m the dominion 
and territories aforesaid ; and the said consuls shall enjoy those liber* 
ties and rights which belong to them by reason of their function \ 
but before any consul shall act as such, he shall be in the ustul forms 
approved and admitted by the party to whom he is sent : and it is 
hereby declared to be lawful and proper, that in ^ase of illegal or 
improper conduct to watxis the laws or government, a consul may 
either be punished according to law, if the laws will readi the cascr 
or be dismissed, or even sent backy^ the offended government assign- 
ing to the other the reasons for the same. 

£ither of the parties may except from the residence of consuls, 
such particular places as sucfar paily shaH judge proper to foe e^- 
cepted. • ' 

Articxe vih. 

I 

It is agreed, that in aB cases where vessels shall be^ptured oi* d«^ 
tsdned on jutt susprcion of having on board enemy* s property^ or of 
tarrying to the enemy any of the articles ^uhich are contraband of viar^ 
or toft other lawful cause, the said vessel diall be brought to the 
nearest or most convenient port ; and if any property of an ettemy 
should be found on hoard such 'vessel^ that part only which belongs to 
the enemyf or is otherwise confiscable, shift be made prize, and the 
vessel, ua^ess byiaw subject to condemnation, shall be at liberty to 
proceed With the remainder of the cargo, without any impedimeiit^ 
And it is agreed^ that ^l proper measures shal^ be taken to prtvent 
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delay in electing the dlases of ships and cargoes so brought in for ad* 
Judication, and in the payment or recovery of any indemnification 
adjudged or agreed to be paid to the masters or owners of such 
ships. 

It is also agreed 9 that in all cases of unfounded detention^ or other 
contravention of the regulations stipulated bv the present treaty » the 
owners of the vessel and cargo so detained snail be allowed damages 
proportioned to the loss occasioned thereby^ together with the costs 
and charges of the trial. 

Article ix. 

In order to regulate what is in future to be esteemed contraband 
of war» it is agreed, that under the said denomination shall be com** 
prized all arms and implements serving for the purposes of war by 
land or by sea, such as cannon, lAusquets, mortars, petards, bombs^ 
grenadoes, carcasses, carriages for cannon, musquet rests, bandoliers* 
gunpowder, match, saltpetre, ball, pikes, swords, head pieces, cui* 
rasses, halberts, lances, javelins, horse-furniture, holsters, belts, and 
generally all other implements of war ; as also timber for ship build- 
fng, copper in sheets, sail cloth, hemp« and cordage, and in general 
(with the exce^'on of unwrought uron and fir planks ; and also 
vrith the exception of tar and pitcbf ,when not going to a port of 
naval equipment, in which case they shall be entitled to pre-emption) 
whatever may serve directly to the equipment of vessels 9 and all 
the above articles are hereby declared to be just objects of confisca^ 
tion, whenever they are attempted to be carried to an enemy ; but 
no vessel shall be detained on pretence of carrying contraband of 
svar, unless some of the above-mentioned articles not excepted* ara 
found on board of the said vessel at the time it is searched. 

Article x. 

Whereas in consideration of the distance, and other citcnmstances 
^incident to the situation of the high contracting parties, it may fre* 
quently happen that vessels may sail for a port or place belonging to 
an enemy, without knowing that the same is either besieged, block' 
'aded, or invested, it is agreed, that every vessel so circumstanced^ 
may be turned away from such port or place, but she shall hot be 
detained, nor her cargo, if not contraband, be confiscated, unless 
after such notice she shall again attempt to enter; but she shall be 
permitted to go t6 any other port or place she may think proper ; 
nor shall any vesse) or goods of either party, that may have entered 
into such port or plape before the same was besieged* blockaded^ or 
invested by the other, and be found therein after the reduction or 
surrender of such place, be liable to confiscation, but shall be restored 
to the owners or proprietors thereof. 

Neither of the parties wben at war, shall, during the continuance 
of the treaty, take from on board the vesseU of the other, the sub- 
jects of the opposite belligerent, unless they be in tb^ actual em* 
ployment of such belligerent. 

Ra 



r 



( 244 ) 



• AJ^TICLE XI. 

Whereas differences have arisen concerning the trading with tht 
colonies of his majesty's enemies, and the instructions given by his 
majesty to his cruizers in regard thereto ; it is agreed, that, during the 
present bostiUties^ all articles of the growth, produce, and manufacture 
of Europe^ not being contraband of war, may be freely carried from 
the United States to the port of any colony not blockaded, belonging 
to his majesty's enemies. 

Provided such goods shall previously have been entered and landed 
in the United States 9 and shall have paid the ordinary duties on such 
articles so imported for home consumption, and on re-exportation 
shall after the drawback remain subject to a duty equivalent to not 
less than one per cent, gd 'valorem^ and that the said goods and the 
vessel conveying the same shall, from the time of their clearance from 
the American port, be bona Jide the property of citizens and inhabi- 
tants of the United States : And in like manner, that all articles not 
being contraband of war, and being the growth and produce of the 
enemy's colonies, may be brought to the United States^ and after hav- 
ing been there landed, m^y be freely carried from thence to any port 
of Europe not blockaded, provided such goods shall previously have 
been entered and landed in the said United States^ and shall have paid 
the ordinary duties on colonial articles so imported for home con- 
sumption, and on re-exportation ^hall, after the drawbacib remain 
subject to a duty equivalent to not less than two per gent, ad *valoreni; 
ana provided that the said goods and the vessel conveying the same* 
be bona fde the property of citizens and inhabitants of the Ur^te4 
States. 

Provided always, that this article, or any thing therein contained, 
shall not operate to the prejudice of any right belonging Xo either 
party ; but that, after the e'xpiration of the time limited for the au:* 
^p]e} the rights on bj>th sides ihall revive and be in full force^ 

ARTICLE XII, 

And whereas it is expedient to make special providons respecting 
the maritime jurisdiction of the high contracting parties on the coasts 
of ^heir respective possessions in North America^ on account of pecu- 
liar circumstances belonging to those coasts, it is agreed that in all 
cases where one of the said high contracting parties shall be engaged 
in war, and the other shall be at peace, the belligerent power shall 
not stop, except for the purpose Jjereafter mentioned^ the vessels of the 
neutral power, or the unarmed vessels of other nations within five 
miles from the shore belonging to the said neutral power on the Ame* 
rican seas. \ 

Provided that the said stipulation $hall not take effect in favour of 
the strips of any nation pr nations which shall not have agreed to re- 
9pect the limit aforesaid as the Ijne of maritime jurisdiction of the s^. 
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neutral state • And it is further stipulated, that if either of the high' 
contracting parties sh3n be at war with .any nation or nations which 
shall have agreed to respect the said special limit or line of maritime 
jurisdiction lerein agreed upon, such contracting party shall have the 
right to stop or search any vessel beyond the limit of a cannon shot or 
three marine miles from the said coasts of the neutral power, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the nation to which such vessel shall belong. 
And with respect to the ships and jproperty of the nation or nations 
not having Jlgreed to respect the aforesaid line of jurisdiction, the 
belligerent power shall exercise the same rights as if this article did 
not exist ; and the several provisions stipulated by this article shall 
have full force and effect only during the continuance of the present 
treaty. 

Article xiir. 

' With respect to the searching of merchant ships, the commanders 
of ships of war and privateers shall conduct themselves as favourably 
as the course of the <war then existing may possibly permit to«wards the 
most friendly power that may remam neuter, observing as much as 
possible the acknowledged principles and rules of the law of nations. 
And for the better security of the respective subjects and citizens of 
the contracting parties, and to prevent their suffering injuries by the 
men pf war or privateers of either party, all commanders of ships of 
w^ and priyate^r9, and all others the said subjects and citizens, shali 
forbear doing any damage to those of the other party, or committing 
any outrage against them ; and if they act to the contrary, they shall 
be punished, and shall also be bound in their persons and estates to 
make satisfaction and reparation for all damages and the interest 
thereof, of whatever nature the said damages may be. 

For this cause all commanders of privateers, before they, receive 
thei|* commissions, shall hereafter be compelled to give, before a com- 
petent judge, sufl^cienl security, by at least two respectable sureties, 
who have no interest in the said privateer, each of whom, together 
with the said commander, shall be jointly and severally bound in the 
sum of two thousand pounds sterling ; or, if such ship be provided 
with above one hundred and fifty seamen, or soldiers, in the sum of 
four thousand pounds sterling, to satisfy all damages and injuries, 
Hrhich the said privateers, or officers, or men, or any of them, may 
do or commit during their cruize, contrary to the tenour of this 
treaty^ or to the laws and instructions for regulating their conduct ; 
s^n^ further^ that in all cases of aggressions, the said commissions shall 
be revoked 9Qd annulled. 

^ It is also agreed, that whenever a judge of a court of admiralty of 
cither of the parties shall pronounce sentence against any vessel or 
j^oods or property belonging to the subjects or citizens of the other 
party, a formal and duly authenticated copy W all the proceedings in 
' the cause, and of the said sentence, shall, if required, be delivered to 
the commander of the said vessel without the snuillest delay^ he pay* 
\s^ all legal fees and demands for the same, 
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AKTICLE XIV. 

It is fnttlicr agreed^ that both the said contracting parties shall not 
4Ni]y refuse to receive any pirates into any of their ports* havens, or 
towns, or permit any of their inhabitants to receive, protect* harbour, 
conceal or assist them in any manner, but will bring to condign pa> 
ni^ment all such inhabitants as shalTbe guilty of such acts or 
offences. "* 

And all their ships, wifh the goods or merchandizes taken by them, 
and brought into the ports of either of the said parties, shall be seized 
as far as they can be discovered, and shall be restored to the owners, 
or the Actors or agents duly deputed, and authorized in writing by 
them, (proper evidence being shewn in the court of admiralty, for 
proving the property) even in case such effects should have passed 
into other hands by sale, if it be proved that the buyers knew, 
or had good reason to believe, or suspect that they had been pira- 
tically taken. 

Abticle zv. 

It is likewise agreed, that the subjects and citizens of the two na« 
tions shall not do any acts of hostility or violence against each other, 
nor accept commissions or instructions so to act from any foreign 
4prince or state, enemieb to the other party, nor shall the enemies of 
one of the parties be permitted to invite or endeavour to enlist in the 
military service any of the subjects or citizens of the other party; and 
the laws against all such offences and aggressions shall be punctually 
executed. And if any subject or citizen of the said parties respec- 
tively shall accept any foreign commission, or letters of marque, for 
arming any vessel to act as a privateer against the other party, it is 
hereby declared to be lawful tor the said party to treat and punish 
the said subject or citizen, having such commission or letter of 
marque, as a pirate. 

Abticle xvi. 

It is expressly stipulated that neither of the said contracting parties 
wHl order or authorise any acts of reprisal against the other on com- 
plaint of injuries and damages, until tne said party shall first liave pre«> 
sented to the other a statement thereof, verified by competent proof 
and evidence, and demanded justice and satirfaction, and the same 

•hall cither have been refused oriinreasonably delayed. 

» 

Article xvii. 

The ships of war of each of the contracting parties shall at times 
>e hospitably- received in the ports of the other, their oflicers and 
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crew«.payin|( due reflpect|o the laws and government of the countrf . 
The officers «hall\be treated with that respect which is doe to the 
commissions which they bear* And if any insult should be offered to 
them by any of the inhabitants, all offenders in this respect shall be 
'punished, as disturbers of the peace and amity between the two coun- 
tries. And both contractine parties agree, that in case any vessel of 
the one should, by stress of weather, danger frbm enemies, or other 
misfortunes, be r^uced to the necessity of seeking shelter in any of 
the ports of the other, into which such vessel could not in ordinary 
cases claim to be admitted, she shall, on manifesting that necessity to 
the satisfaction of the government of the place, be hospitably re^ 
ceived, and permitted to refits and.to purchase at the market price 
^uch necessaries as she may stand in need of, conformably to such 
orders and r^ulations as the government of the place, having respect 
to the circumstances of each case, shall prescnbe. :: 

She shall not be allowed to break bulk or unload her cargo, unlesr 
the same shall be bona jfide necessary to her being refitted ; nor shall 
she be obliged to pay any duties whatever, exception such articles as 
she may be permitted to sell for the purpose aforesaid. 
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Article xviii. 

It shall not be lawful for any foreign privateers (not bein^ subjects 
or citizens of either of the said parties) who have commissions ^m 
any power or state in enmity with either nation, to arm their ships in 
the ports of either of the said parties, nor to sell what they have 
taken, nor in any other manner to exchange the same ; nor^hall they 
be aUowed to purchase more provisions than shall be necessary for 
their going to the nearest port of that prince or state from whom they 
obtained their commisstons. 

Article xix. 



It shall be lawful for the ships of war and privateers, belonging to 
the said parties respectively, to carry whithersoever they please the 
^ips and goods taken from their* enemies, without being obliged' to 
pay any fees to the officers of the admiralty, or to any judges what-* 
ever ; nor shall the said prizes, when they arrive at and enter the 
ports of tlie said parties, be detained or seized ; nor shall the searchers, 
or other officers of those places, visit such prizes (except for the puis 
pose of preventing the carrying of any pact of the cargo thereof on 
shore, in any manner contrary to the established laws of revenue, na- 
vigation, or commerce); nor shall such officers take cognizance of the 
validity of such prizes ; but they shall be at liberty to hoist sail, and 
depart as speedily as may be, and carry their said prizes to the place 
mentioned in their commissions or patents, which the commanders of 
the said ships of war or privateers ^hall be obliged to shew. 

No shelter or refoge shall be given in their ports to such as have 
made a pri^e upon the subjects or citizens of either of the said par- 
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ties, but if forced by stress of weatBer or f|ft dangers of the sea to 
cnter^Ureniy pasttcular care shall be tftketi ta hasten their departure, 
aatf to cause them to retire iks soon as possibiek Nothing in this 
treaty contained shall however be construed to operate contrary to 
the former and existing public treaties with other sovereigns or states : 
but'the two parties agree« that while th«y continue in amity, neither 
ofj|them will in future make any t^etty that shall be inconsistent with 
this or the preceding articles. 

Neither of the said parties s^hall petmit the ships or goods belong- 
ing to the subjects or atizens of the otl^ir to be taken within cannon^ 
shot of the'coasty nor within the jurisdiction described in Article XII. 
so long as the provisions in the said article shall be in force, by ships 
of war or others having commissions tto^'nxij prin^ republic, or 
state what;ever. But in case it should Soliappen, ^4* party whose 
territorial rights shall thus have been violated shall use his utmost en- 
deavours to obtain from the ofiending party full and ample satisfac- 
tion for the vessel or vessels so taken, whether the same be vessels of 
war ot merchant totsels. ' 



Article xx« 

• 
If at any time a rupfure should take place (which God forbid) be- 
tween his majesty and the United States^ the merchahtf and others of 
'each of the two nations, residing in* the dominions of the other, 
shall have the privilege of remaining and continuing their trade, so 
long as they do it peac^eably, and commit no offence against the 
laws ; an4 in case their conduct should render them suspected, and 
the respective governments should think proper to order them to 
remove, the term of twelve months from the publication of the order 
shall be allowed them for the purpose to remove them with their 
families, effects, and property ; but this favour shall not be extended 
to those who shall act contrary to the established laws. And for 
greater certainty, it is declared, that such rupture shall not be deemed 
to exist while negotiations tor accommodating differences shall be 
depending, nor until the respective ambassadors or ministers, if stfch 
there shall be, shall be recalled or sent home on account of ^ch di5- 
fi^rences, and not on account of personal misconduct, according to the 
nature and degree of which both parties retain their rights, either to 
request the recall or ioKnediately ta send home . the an;rf>assador or 
minister of the other, and that without prejudice to their mutual 
friendship and good undei;|tanding. 

Article xxr. 

It is further agreed, that his majesty and the United States^ on mo- 
tual regulations by them respectively, or by their respective ministers 
or officers authorised to make the same} trill deliver up to justice all 
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persons i«^o, bSti^ •oh|w:ged wjth murder or forgery, committed 
within the jurisdiction of%Lther], shall seek an asylum within an^r of 
the countries of the other ; provided that this shall orfly be done on ' 
fiuch evidence of criminality, ais, according to the .laws of the placb 
where the fugitive or person so charged shall be found, would justify 
his apprehension and cbmmitnient for trial, if the pfFence had there 
been comntitted. The expenceof such apprehension and delivery' 
^all be borne and defrayed by those who make the requiftitipn» aa^ 
receive the fugitive. 

In the event of a shipw^l^l^pening in a {^ace belon^g to one 
or other of thi?*high contraioHifc^ pairies; not only eVery assistance 
shall be given to the unfortunate persons, and no violence done to 
them, but also the effects which they dhall have thrown out of the ship 
into the sea shall not be concealed or detained nor damaged und^r 
jmy pretext whatever; on the contrary the above-mentioned effects 
and merchandize shall be preserved and restored to them, upon a 
suitable recompence being given to those who shall have assisted in 
faving their persons, vessels and efects. 

Article xxiii. 

And it being the intention of the high contracting parties' that the 
people of their respective dominions shall continue to be on the foot- 
ing of the npiost favoured nation, it is agreed that, in case either party 
shall hereafter grant any additional advantages, in navigatit^ or trade, 
to any other nation, the subjects or> citizens of the oUief party shall 
fully participate herein. 

/ • 

Article xxiv. 

The high contracting parties engage to communicate to eacli other, 
without delay, all such laws as have been or shall be hereafter enacted 
by their respective legislatures, as also all measures which shall have 
been taken, for the abolition or limitation of the African slave trade ; 
and they further agree to use their best endeavours to procure the 
co-operation of other powers for the final and complete abolition of 
a trade so repugnant to thie principles of justice and humanity. 

Article xxv. 

And it is further agreed, that nothing herein contained shall c^- 
travene or affect the due execution of any treaty or treaties nowactually 
fiubsisting between either of the high-contracting patties and any othef 
power or powers. 
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Article xxti. 

TMs treatf, when the same $hall have been ratified by his nu^esfyy 
and by the president of the United Staiest with the advice of their se- 
^te, and their respective ratifications mutually exchangedi shall be 
■odine and obligatory oh his magesty and on the said states for ten 
warsf n-om the date of the exchange of the said ratification^ and shall 
i>e reciprocally executed ^nd observed with punctualityi and the most 
sincere regard to good faith* 
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